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“HE NECESSITY for this little brochure lies in the

fact that Spiritism is showing an increased activity

of late, and meeting with considerable success in en-

trapping Christiang who are feeling- dissatisfied with

their present attainments and craving spiritual food and
a better foundation for faith.

The aim is to show the unscripturalness of Spirit-
ism, and to point those who hunger and thirst for truth
in the direction of God’s Word — the counsel of the
Most High.

“Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, and after-
ward receive me to glory.”’—Dsa. 73 24.

Sample tracts sent free, on application to
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WHAT SAY THE SCRIPTUREHS
ABOUT SPIRITISH?

PROOFS THAT IT IS DEMONISIL

%T which we believe to be the truth respedi-

ing Spiritism is antagonized from iwo stand-
points. (1) The majority of people have no confidence
in Spiritism, but believe its claimed manifestations and
proofs are fraudulent. (2) An increasingly large aum-

YL

ber are disposed to deny the existence of the evil spirit
beings called demons, and of the prince of demous,
called in the Scriptures the Devil and batan,

Rev. Adam Clark, D. D., has well said,—

“Satan knows well that those who deny his being
will not be afraid of his power and influence; will not
watch against his wiles and devices; will not pray to
God for deliverance from the Evil One; willnotexpedt
him to be trampled down under their feet, if hehasno
existence; and, consequently, they will become an easy
and unopposing prey to the enemy of their souls. By
leading men to disbelieve and deny his existence, he
throws them off their guard. Heis then their com-
plete master, and they are led captive by him at his
will. It is well known that among all those who make
any profession of religion, those who deny the exist-
ence of the Devil, are those who pray little or none at
all; and are, apparently, as careless about the exist-
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4 What Say the Scriptures ?

ence of God as they are about the being of the Devil.
Duty to God is with them out of the question; for those
who do not pray, especially in private,— and I never
saw a devil-denier who did,—have no religion of any
kind, except the form, whatever pretentions they may
choose to make.”’

If it be asked how Spiritism could do injury to
those who consider its claims to be deceptions and
frauds and its votaries to be dupes, we answer that a
large majority of its votaries are those who at one time
thoroughly and heartily denied its claims and consid-
ered them impositions. Those who most thoroughly
disbelieve in Spiritism are often the most ready fo ftest
its professed claims; and when convinced that many of
its claims are genuine and many of its manifestations
supernatural, these former dishelievers are more liable
to become its devotees: whereas, if they had known
just what Spiritism is, and how and by what power it
operates, they would be on guard, and their judgment
would have a support and guidance which it otherwise
lacks. It is the lack of the true knowledge of Splirit-
ism (imparted through the Scriptures and confirmed
by indisputable evidences from outside the Scriptures)
which causes so many to fall a prey to this delusion.

T'rue, thereare frauds committed in the name of Spir-
itism; but these are chiefly in conneétion with attempt-
ed ‘‘materializations.”” ‘That Spiritists have done and
can do, through some power or agency, many wonder-
ful works beyond the power of man, has been abun-
dantly proved in a variety of cases—some of them be-
fore scientific men, total unbelievers. Tambourines
have been played while in the air beyond the reach of
human hand and suspended by some invisible power;
chairs have been lifted into the air while people were
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sitting upon them, and without any connection with
any visible power or agency; mediums have been float-
ed through the air, etc. The rapping tests, the table-
tipping tests, the autograph tests and the slate-writing
tests have been proved over and over again, to the sat-
isfaction of hundreds of intelligent people in various
parts of the world And Spiritism reckons amongst
its adherents judges, lawyers, business-men and num-
bers of women of ability, ‘These people have tested the
claims of Spiritism and have candidly avowed their
f2ith in it. And it is unwise, to say the least, tosneer
at such as fools or knaves—iools if simply deluded by
tricks and slight of hand; knaves if they are willingly
and knowingly lending their time and influence to the
perpetration of frauds.

The writer was inclined to be skeptical with refer-
ence to all the various claims of Spiritism until con-
vinced to the contrary by a Christian man, in whose
testimony he was justified in having full confidence.
This friend was not a believer in Spiritism but, being
thrown into the company of some Spiritists for an even-
ing, the suggestion was made, ‘‘Let us have a seance.”’
The company present assented; our friend remaining
from curiosity. ‘I'hey sat down toa table, placed their
hands upon it in the usual manner, and one of the
number present being a medium inquired, ‘‘Are there
any spirits present?’ ‘The answer indicated by raps
upon the table—one for A, two for B, three for C, etc.,
spelled out the information that spirits were present, |
but that they would hold no communication that even-
ing. The medium asked “Why?"’> Theanswer rapped
out was, ‘‘Because new mediums are being appointed
all over the United States.’’ T'he company wasdisap-
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pointed and through the medium asked that as a test
the name of some prominent person dying that night
should be communicated. The request was complied
with and the name of a Russian dignitary, which we
cannot now recall, was spelled out, ‘This was before
the Atlantic cable was laid, and my friend, anxious to
test the matter, kept watch of the newspapers and fi-
nally, nearly a month after (the time requisite for
~ Russian mails in those days) he saw the announcement
of the death of the Russian notable bearing that very
name, |
Our friend was convinced that Spiritism was not
all a “‘hoax,”” and was anxious for another meeting.
When it took place, in view of the answer at the pre-
vious meeting, the medium inquired, ‘“Are there any
mediums present? and, if so, how many?”’ T'he answer
was, ‘“‘Four.” The medium asked the spirit to please
indicate which four of those present were mediums,
and as each one called his name the mediums were in-
dicated by a rap upon the table, by some invisible
agent. Qur friend wasone of those indicated and right
proud he felt of the honor. I'his occurred in Wheel-
ing, W. Va. Shortly after he came to Allegheny, Pa.,
and visited an aunt, a widow, who with her family re-
sided here. Anxious to display his newly conferred
powers as a medium, he asked his aunt and her daughter
to join him in a ‘‘seance.” ‘They were surprised, and
the daughter said, ‘“Why, are you a medium? Iam
a rapping medium also, brother Harry is a tipping
medium and mother is a writing and trance medium.”’
Our friend had never witnessed the powers of any but
rapping mediums, and was very anxious that his aunt
should display the powers of her mediumship, and was
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shown writing done by her which was an exaét fac-
simile of his dead uncle’s autograph upon checks. And
strange, too, his uncle wrote a fine hand, while his
aunt could not write atall, except under thisinfluence.

Wishing to test her powers as a talking medium,
the three surrounded a small table, and the aunt called
for a spirit to communicate through her. ‘Theanswer
given was that there would be no communication, be-
cause there were no unbelievers present to convince.
They persisted, however, and got the aunt to call again
for the spirit. The answer this time was that her hands
were forcibly Hifted from the table and brought down
upoti it with a bang. This was something surprising
to them all. ‘The spirits evidently were provoked at
the pertinacity of a second call after their refusal.
~ But after discussing the matter for some ten minutes
our friend prevailed upon his aunt to call again for the
spirits and see whatelse would happen. Shecomplied,
and in response her hands were lifted from the table and
brought down with fearful concussion, three times in
rapid succession, sounding as tho every bone would be
broken; and with her eyes staring out wildly and shriek-
ing Oh! OQh! Oh! she jumped from the table in a semi-
delirious condition.

That spirit, whoever it may have been, wasevidently
angry and wanted it understood that it could not be
trifled with. Our friend informs us that never after
that would his aunt have anything to do with Spiritism
as a medium—she had caution enough to let it alone.
But our friend was anxious to witness the powers of a
“‘tipping medium,’”’ and inthe evening when his cousin
Harry came home he insisted on having an exhibition
of his mediumship. Harry complied and amongst other
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tests was the following:—XHe placed a small, light table
in the center of the floor and said, ‘‘I call {or the spirit
of our old dog Dash to come into this table.”” ‘I‘hen
addressing the table he said, ‘‘Come Dash!’’ The table
balanced itself on two feet and hobbled after him around
the room. |

I should here remark that our friend who votches
for these matters will no longer exercise any of his
powers as a medium. He{sa prominent Christian man
‘now living in this city: his views with reference to
Spiritism are now the same that we are here endeavor-
ing to present.

The claim of Spiritists is, that these manifestations
and communications from unseen intelligences are {rom
human beings, who once lived in this werld, but who,
when seeming fo die really became more alive, more in-
telligent, freer, and every way more capable and com-
petent than they had ever been before. It is claimed
that the purpose of these manifestations is to prove
that /4e dead are nof dead, but alive;—that there is no
need of a resurrection of the dead, because there are
no dead;—the dead being more alive than ever, after
passing into what is termed death. We shsll not stop
here to show how inharmonious all this is to the testi-
mony of Scripture upon this subje&, but merely cite
the reader tothe Word of the Lord; reminding him that,
“‘If there be no resurrection of the dead, . . . then they
also which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished.”’—
I Cor. 15:13, 18; Job 14:21; Psa. 146: 4; Fccl. 9: 5, 6.

Here is the point of infatuation. Assoon as the
unbeliever in Spiritism has been convinced that an un-
seen intelligence communicates through the medium
he is all interest, Nothing else offers such proofs from
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invisible sources as does Spiritism; and many seem not
only willing but anxious to walk by sight rather than
by faith. Xvery one has friends who have died, and
thousands are anxious to communicate with them if
possible, and to receive from them some message or
some advice. It is not surprising, therefore, to find
people greatly absorbed in these matters, and very will-
ing to be directed by those whom they esteem their
truest friends and most competent advisers.

They visit a medium for the purpose of holding
comminication with the dead. ‘The medium describes
the hair, the eyes, etc., and certain little peculiari-
ties, such as a mole or an injured or defermed finger
or foot (which the father or son or sister or wife iden-
tifies as the description of the loved one deceased)
and delivers a message which, however vague or in-
definite, is construed to be very important, ‘The no-
vices are filled with a sort of reverent joy mixed with
a humble feeling of the inferiority of their own condi-
tion, and with a pride that they have been counted
worthy to receive communications from ‘‘the spirit
world,”’ while so many good and great people are not
so favored, but are ‘‘blind to the wonderful fads of
Spiritism.”” The feelings thus started are somewhat
akin to some kinds of »eligiouns feelings, and straight-
way the ‘‘converts’’ are ready to believe and obey the
advice and instructions of those whom they believe to
be so much wiser and holier than themselves, and so
deeply interested in their welfare, present and eternal,
as to leave the joys and ministries of heaven to com-
mune with them and instru& them.

The majority of people have no true Christian
faith built upon the foundation of the Word of God:
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they have a wisk for a future life, and a Aope with ref-
erence to their dead, rather than & Jaith with reference
to either. As a consequence, their minds being con-
vinced that they have had communication with those
beyond the grave, everything relating to the future life
becomes more real and more Interesting to them than
ever before. And many such, wholly ignorant of re-
ligious feelings, say to themselves, Now I know what
it is to have faith, and a religious feeling with refer-
ence to the future, and they congratulate themselves
that they have received a great spiritual blessing,

But this is only the first lesson, and these compar-
atively uplifting experiences belong chiefly toit. Later
experiences will demonstrate, as all Spiritists will free-
ly acknowledge, that there are ‘‘evil spirits,”” ‘lying
spirits,”” which time and again deceive them; and the
messages and revelations, often foolish and nonsensi-
cal, gradually lead the investigator to a disbelief of the
Bible and the Creator, while it teaches and exalts ‘“the
spirits’ as the only sources of knowledge aside from
nature; and thus the way is paved toward advanced
lessons on “‘spirit-affinities,”’ ‘‘free love,” etc. But
after the first deception and shaking of confidence the
explanation that there are ‘‘both good and bad spirits’’
is generally satisfalory; and the poor victim follows
blindly on, because assured that he communes with
some supernatural power.

As an illustration of this we mention the case of
an old gentleman, a Pittsburger, an avowed Spiritist
and an earnest defender of Spiritism. Weknew some-
thing of his history through a mutual friend; how that,
while holding a communication through a medium,
supposedly his “evoluted’’ wife, the latter said to him;
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“John, I am perfeétly happy only for one ...ng; and
that is on your account.” He answered, ‘O Mary,
do not allow my affairs to mar your bliss! I am com-
paratively happy for an old man and comparatively
comfortable.”” But the answer came, ‘O no, John,
I know better. I know that you are lonely, very lone-
ly, that you miss me very much, and are suffering from
lack of many little attentions; and that your home is
comparatively dreary.”” Mr. N. had full confidencein .
Mary’s judgment, and the message carried great weight;
and his home and its affairs gradually grew less happi-
fying, and he gradually grew dissatisfied; and so at a
subsequent ‘‘seance’” he inquired of Mary what he
could do that would relieve her burden and make her
bliss complete. She replied that he should find a suit-
able companion and re-marry. But the old gentleman
(seventy years old) objected that even if he could find
a suitable companion, such a one would not have him.
But at frequent interviews the supposed spirit of his
wife insisted, and as he thought further over the matter
he grew more lonely, and finally asked Mary to choose
for him, as she had so much better judgment than any
earthly being could have on the subjeét. Themedium
affeéted great indignation at the answer, and would
not communicate it at first. ‘The more sheobjected to
~ giving the answer, the more anxious Mr, N. became
to have it, and finally the medium explained that the
spirit of his wife had said that Mr. N. should marry
her (the medium); but that she wasindignant that the
spirit should think that she would marry an old man
like him, | |
But the more Mr. N. thought the matter over the
more he was inclined to be, as he supposed, led by the
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good spirit of his wife into ways of pledsanttiess and
into paths of peace; and he urged upon the medium
that it was the duty of humanity to obey the behests
of their best friends inthe “spirit world.”’ Finally the
medium consented that if he would deed over to her what
property he possessed she would agree to follow the
direCtions of the spirit and marry him. The matter was
constmmated inlegal form, and Mr. N. with his medium
wife and her daughter proposed to make the formerly
cold and cheerless home of Mr. N. all that his spirit-
wife had wished for him. It was a very short time,
however, before the poor old gentleman was very glad
to abandon home and all, to get free from the two
“‘she-devils,”” as he afterward knew them.

But did not this shake the confidence of Mr. N.
in Spiritism? By no means. He merely communi-
cated with his wife again through another medium and
was informed that a lying spirit had misrepresented
her entirely and that she had given no such bad advice,
Knowing these fadls concerning his history when we
met him shortly after, and he tried to urge upon the
writer the claims of Spiritism, we said to him, ‘‘Mr.
N., we will admit that Spiritism is backed by some
super-human phenomena, but we deny that the pow-
ers which communicate represent themselves truthful-
ly. They claim to be friends and relatives who once
lived in this world, but the Scriptures assure us to the
cortrary oi this that there is no work or knowledge or
device in the grave, and that the dead know not any-
thing. (Fccl. 9: 5, 10 ) ‘They declare that the only
hope of a future life Is by a resurredtion from the dead.
You know, Mr. N., that whatever these powers may
be which claim to be the spirits of your friends, theizx-
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testimony is entirely unreliable. You cannot believe
their most golemn declarations. ‘They are what the
Scriptures term ‘“‘lylng spirits.”” We proceeded to give
him, as we are about to give in this article, the identi-
ty of these spirits as set forth in the Scriptures. He
heartily assented that some of the spirits were unreli-
able, ‘‘thoroughly bad,’”’ but claimed that others were
very good, very truthful, and had frequently given
good advice which had been very helpful to him.
| It is claimed by many Spiritists, especially by no-
vices, that the influence of Spiritism is elevating; but
those who have passed through the various stages of
experience in this so-called religious system have found,
and have publicly declared, that its influence is quite
the reverse of elevating—it is demoralizing.

The sethod of operation is explained by 7%e Ban-
ner of Light, a leading Spiritist paper, in answer to
the query, thus:— |

““Q. Where a spirit controls the hand of a medium
to write, is the impression always made through the
brain?

“A. Sometimes the control is what is termed me-
chanical control; then the conne&tion between arm and
brain is entirely severed, and yet the manifestation is
made through what is called the nervous fluids, a cer-
tain portion of which is retained in the arm for the pur-
pose of action. But when the manifestation is whatis

called an fmpressional manifestation, then the brain
and entire nervous system is used.”

Hxplaining the difference between Mesmerism and
spirit contrel, another journel, the Spiritual Age, says:
“‘Suppose J magnitize yox to day; and that I, the
mesmerizer, speak, write, a& through you, you being
unconscious;—this is Mesmerism. Suppose, further,
that I die to-night; and that, to-morrow, I, a spirit.
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come and magnetize you, and then speak, write,
act through you; this is Spiritualism [Spiritism].”’

The value of Spiritism to the world is thus summed

up by the well known Horace L. Hastings:—

““According to the theory of Spiritualists there are
a hundred times as many disembodied spirits about us
as there are men in the flesh. Among themareall the
poets, authors, orators, musicians and inventors of past
ages. ‘They know all they ever knew when they were
in the flesh, and have been learning’'a great deal more
since; and with their added powers and extended ex-
perience they should be able to do what mortals have
-never done before. ‘They have had free access to the
public mind and public press, with no end of mediums
ready to receive their communications, and thousands
and thousands of inquirers who have anxiously ques-
tioned them, and earnestly desired to obtain information
from them. They bave had tables and slatesand pens
and pencils and banjos and pianos and cabinets and
bells and violins and guitars; and what have we to show
for it all? ‘Their business in this world has been to
instruét men, to help them, to make them wiser and
better. They have talked and rapped, they have tipped
and rattled, they have fiddled and scribbled, they have
materialized and dematerialized, they have entranced
and exhibited; they have told us many things which
we knew before; many thing which we do not know °
yet; and many other things which it was no matter
whether we knew or not; but when we come torealin-
struétion, reliable information, or profitable and valu-
able knowledge, Spiritualism is as barren as Sahara,
as empty as a hollow gourd.”

WEO ARE THESE SPIRITS WHICH PERSONATE
THE DEAD?
We have in the Scriptures most abundant and
most positive testitmony that no communication could
come from the dead until after the resurreétion., Fur-
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thermore, we have positive Scripture testimony (1)
that not only some, but all, of these spirits are ‘‘evil
spirits,” ““lying spirits,” ¢‘seducing spirits.”” ‘The
Scriptures forbid that humanity should seek to these
for information, and clearly inform ug that these de-
mons or ‘‘devils’’ are ‘‘those angels which kept not
their first estate,"’-—some of the angels to whom was
committed the supervision of mankind in the period
before the flood, for the purpose of permitting them to
endeavor to 5/t mankind out of sin;s that by their fail- |
ure all might learn that there is but one effe¢tual rem-
edy for sin; viz., that provided in Christ, These angels,
instead of uplifting humanity, were themselvesenticed
into sin, and misused the power granted them, of ma-
terializing in human form, to start another race. (Geun.
6:1-6 ) ‘Their illicit progeny, was blotted out with
the flood, and themselves were thereafter restrained
from the liberty of assuming phys1cal bodies, aswellas
isolated from the holy angels who had kept their an-
gelic estate inviolate,

The Apostle Peter (2 Pet. 2:4) mentlons these,
saying, ‘‘God spared not the angels that sinned, but
cast them down to hell [ Zarfarus] and delivered them
into ckains of davkness, tobereserved unto judgment.”’
Jude (6) also mentions this class, saying, ‘“Theangels
which kept not their first estate, but left their own
habitation [proper coudition] he hath reserved in ever-
lasting chains — under darkness unto the judgment of

the great day.”” Notice three points with reference to
these evil angels.

(1) They are imprisoned in Zarfarus, restrained,
but not destroyed. Zusfarus is nowhere else rendered
“hell,’”” but in this one passage. It does not signify
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the grave, neither does it signify the Second Death,
symbolized by the ‘‘lake of fire and brimstone;”’ but
it does signify the air or atmosphere of earth.

(2) They have some liberties in this imprisoned
condition, yet they are chained, or restrained, in one
respect—they are not permitted to exercise their powers
in the light being ‘‘under chains of darkness.”

(3) This restri¢tion was to continue #zn#/ ‘‘the
judgment of the great day,’”’ the great Millennial
Day—in all a period of over 4,000 years. As we are
now in the dawning of the Millennial Day—*‘the great
day’’—it is possible that this should be understood to
mean that some of these limitations as to ‘‘darkness’’
may ere long be removed, gradually, If so, if the
“‘chains of darkness’’ should be released, it would per-
mit these evil spirits to work deceptions or ‘‘lying
wonders’’ in the dgylight (as they are now attempting
to do) to the delusion of mankind more than ever has
been known since the flood. |

These fallen angels, or demons, are not to be con-
founded with Satan the prince of demons, or devils,
whose evil career began long before — who was the
first, and for a long time the only, enemy of the divine
government; who, having been created an angel of a
superior order, sought to establish himself as a rival
to the Almighty, and to deceive and ensnare Adam
and his race to be his servants; and to a large extent,
for a time at least, he has succeeded, as all know. As
‘‘the prince of this world,”’ who ‘‘now worketh in the
hearts of the children of disobedience,’”’ he has indeed
a very multitudinous host of deceived and enslaved
followers. Naturally he would appreciate the deflee-
tion of the ‘‘angels who kept not their first estate,*
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and who were restrained at the time of the flood; and
hence he is spoken of as their chief, ‘‘the prince of
devils;”’ and no doubt as a superior order of being he
exercises some degree of control over the others.

These fallen angels, ‘‘demons,’’ have probably
very little to interest them amongst themselves;—evil
beings apparently always prefer to make game of the
purer, and apparently take pleasure in corrupting and
degrading them. The history of these demons, as given
in the Scriptures, would seem to show that the evil
concupiscence which led to their fall, before the flood,
still continues with them. They still have their prin-
“cipal pleasure in that which is lascivious and degrad-
ing; and the general tendency of their influence upon
mankind is toward working mischief against the well-
disposed, and the debauchery of those over whom they
gain absolute control.

We are well aware that many Christian people
have reached the conclusion that the ILord and the
apostles were deceived, when they attributed to the
works of demons conduét that is now considered Zuman
propensity and mental unbalance and fits. But all
should admit that if our Lord was in error on this sub-
je&, his teachings would be an unsafe guide upon any
subje&t.

Notice the personality and intelhgence attributed
to these demons in the following Scriptures — ‘“Thou
believest that there is one God; thou doest well; devils
also delieve and tremble.”’ (Jas. 2:19.) Do human pro-
pensities ‘‘believe and tremble?’’ ‘Thedemonssaid to
our Lord, ‘“T'hou art Christ, the Son of God! And he,
rebuking #%em, suffered #kem not to speak [further],

for they knew that he was Christ.” (Luke 4:41.)
2
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Another said, ‘‘Jesus / krow and Paul 7 know, but who
are ye?”’ (Adts 19:15.) The young woman from
whom Paul cast out the spiri of soothsaying and divi-
nation (Aéts 16:16-19) is a good illustration. Can it
be claimed by any that the Apostle deprived the woman
~ of any proper talent or power? Must it not be con-
fessed to have been a spirif which possessed and used
her body P—an evil spirit unfit to be tolerated there?
| Many of those who claim that the demons of the
Scriptures were the spirits of wicked men and women
who died, and that these are the “‘lying spirits’’ ack-
nowledged by Spiritists, have still another difficulty ;—
for generally they claim that the spirits of wicked dead
go to hell-torments, as they wrongly interpret sheo!
and Zades to mean.* If so, how could they be so much
at liberty ? | | |
“Witcheraft,” ‘‘Necromancy,”’ the ‘“Black art,’’
““Sorcery,’’ etc., are supposed by many to be wholly
delusions. But when we find that they had a firm hold
upon the Egyptians, and that God made special pro-
vision against them with Israel, we are satisfied that
he made no such restriCtions either against that which
is good, or against that which had no existence what-
ever. 'The instruction to Israel was very explicit: they
should not have any communion nor make any inquir-
ies through necromancers (those who claimed tospeak
for the dead; 7. e., spirit-mediums); nor with any wiz-
ard or witch; nor with any who had occult powers,

* See “What Say the Scriptures About Hell?’”” a pamphlet in
which every text of Scripture containing the word 42 is cited and ex-
amined in the light of Scripture and reason, together with other Script-
ures and parables supposed to teach eternal torment. Price 10 cents.
For sale by WATCH TOWER BIBLE & TRACT SocIETY, Allegheny, Pa,
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charms; nor with those who work miracles by means
of sorcery and incantation.—Read carefully all of the
fullowing Scriptures, — Exod. 22:18; Deut. 18: 9-12;
‘Tev. 19:31; 20:6, 27; 2 Kings 21: 2, 6,9, 11; 1 Chron.
10:13, 14; Adts 16:16-18; Gal. 5:19-21; Rev. 21:8;
Isa. 8:19, 20; 19: 3. |

The Bible story of King Saul’s “‘seance’’ with
the witch of Endor, a necromancer or spirit-medium,
as related in 1 Sam. 28: 7-20, is an illustration of what
is claimed to be performed to-day. Altho thelaw with
reference to these mediums was very stri¢t and the pun-
ishment death, there were some who were willing to
risk their lives because of the gains which could thus
be obtained from people who believed that they were
obtaining supernatural information from their dead
friends— just as with spirit-mediums to-day. - King
Saul was well aware that there were numerous of these
mediums residing in Israel contrary to the divine in-
junéion and his own law, and his servants apparently
had no difficulty in finding the one at Eundor. Saul
disguised himself for the interview, but no doubt the
crafty woman knew well the stately form of Saul—/%ead
and showlders taller than any other man in Israel. (1
Sam. g:2.) Hence her particularity to secure a promise
and oath from his own lips that no harm should befall
her for the service

The methods used by the evil spirits through the.
medium at Endor were similar to those in use to-day.
They caused to pass before the medium’s mental vision
the familiar likeness of the aged prophet, Samuel,
wearing as was his custom, a long mantle. When she
described the mental (or ‘‘astral ?”’) pidture, Saul recog-
nized it at once as a description of Samuel; but Saul






