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“Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If any man
kear my wvoice [knock], and open the door, I will come in

to him and sup with him, and he with me.”’-—Rev. 3:20.



THE PAROUSIA

OF
OUR LORD JESUS GHRIST

AND HIS

Subsequent Apokalupsis and Epiphania at big

SECOND ADVENT.
O

““Watch, therefore; for ye know not the day * your Lord doth come.”
“What I say unto you, I say unio all [believers], Waich!”
——Matt. 24:42; Mark 13 $ 87—

WH:&TEVER the character of the watching, and
whatever the thing to be looked for, there can
be no question that the exhortation to watch for an
event whose precise time is not stated implies that the
watching ones will know when the event does take
place. "~ Watch, because ye know not, in order that at
the proper time ye may know, is the thought; and the
intimation clearly is, that those who do not watch will
not know: that the events which are to be known in
due time to the Watchers will be recognized by them,
and not recognized by others, at the time of accom-
plishment.

This, the only logical interpretation of our Lord’s
exhortation, is fully corroborated by several of the

* Thus read the oldest Greek MSS.

(3)




4 The Parousia of Cur Lord

apostles. The Apostle Paul urges us, saying: ‘““Vour-
selves know perfectly that the day of the Iord so com-
eth as a thief in the night, and when they [the world,
unbelievers] shall say, Peace and safety, then sudden
destruction cometh upon #zem as travail upon a woman
with child; and they shall not escape. But ye, breth-
ren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake
you as a thief”’ (1 Thes. 5: 3, 4); because, being chil-
dren of the light, ye brethren will be watching and be
enlightened and taught of the Lord. ‘The Apostle
Peter suggests the means by which the Lord will teach
us and informs us respecting our location upon the
path of the just which shineth more and more unto the
perfect day. He shows that it will not be by miracu-
lous revelations, nor by dreams, but through the Word
of testimony, the Bible. He says, ‘““We have a more
sure word of prophecy, to which ye do well that ye
take heed, as unto a light which shineth in a dark
place, until the Day dawn and the Day-star arise in
your hearts.”’—2 Pet. 1:10.

The united testimony of these Scriptures teaches
us that, altho it was not proper nor possible for the
Lord’s people to know anything definite in advance,
respecting the exact time of the second presence of the
Lord Jesus and the establishment of his Kingdom, yet
when the due time would come the faithful ones, the
watchers, would be informed, — would not be left in
darkness with the world. It is in vain to urge, as
contradicting this, our Lord’s statement, ‘‘Of thatday
and hour knoweth no man, no not the angels in heav-
en, neither the Son, but my Fatheronly.”” Tthose who
use this Scripture to prove to themselves and to others
that no man will ever krow anything respecting the
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time of the second advent find it to prove too much,
and thus spoil their own argument; for if it means that
no man will ever know, it must similarly mean that no
angel will ever know, and that the Son himself will
never know. ‘This evidently would be an absurd con-
struction to place upon the passage. The Son did not
know at the time he uttered this statement, the angels
did not know then, and no man knew then: but the
Son certainly must know of the time of his own second
advent, and at least a little while before it takes place;
the angels also must know a little while before it takes
place, and the true children of God, the ‘‘watchers,’”’
as we have seen above, are to watch in order that they
also may know at the proper season, and not be in
darkness, in ignorance, with the world; and that their
watching shall be rewarded is guaranteed:—‘‘None of
the wicked shall understand; but the wise [in heaven-
ly wisdom] shall understand.””’—Dan. 12 : 10.

FOR WHAT ARE WE WATCHING ?

This is an important question. Many of God’s
people have been offended, ‘‘stumbled,’’ as respeéts the
dodtrine of the second coming of our dear Redeemer,
by reason of peculiar, extravagant, unreasonable, illog-
ical and unscriptural views on the subject, presented
by some, who professedly love the ILord’s appearing,
known as Second Adventists. But this is all wrong;
we are not to rejeét one of the grandest and most prom-
inent doé&rines of the Scriptures, simply because some
fellow-Christians have erred egregiously respecting the
matter, and brought a certain amount of worldlywise
contempt upon everything connedted with this subjeét.
On the contrary, this dodtrine, as a glorious gem, should
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be given the first place among the precious jewels of
divine truth, where it can cast its halo and splendor
and brilliancy over all conneted and related promises
and blessings. It should not be left in the imperfedt
setting which hides its glory and beauty, but should
be recovered, remounted, set in its true place, to the
glory of God and to the blessing of all who are sincere-
ly and truly his people.

We need offer no apology for the interest which
we feel in this grand snbjedt, which is the center upon
which all the testimony of divine grace, through all
the holy prophets, is focused. Rather do they need
to apologize who, knowing that the second coming of
the Lord and the resurreétion of the dead hold the
most important places in the Scriptures, next to the
doé&rine of the atonement for sin, have nevertheless
negleéted this while they have quarreled, skirmished,
fought and bled over trifling things of no real import-
ance, doérinally or otherwise,

Our watching is to be for the second coming of
him who redeemed us, who said, “‘If I go away, I will
come again and receive you untomyself.”” ‘T'he watch-
ing is to be specially with the thought that our Lord
Jesus comes at his second advent in the majesty and
glory of the Father, King of kings and Lord of lords.
The watching not only includes the thought of the sec-
ond presence of our Lord, as King, but it has attached
to it the wonderful results which are promised to flow
from the coming of the King; for the coming of the
King means the coming of the Kingdom for which he
taught us to pray, ‘“Thy Kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is done in heaven.”” And the com-
ing of our Master, the King, and the establishment of
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- this glorious Kingdom nieans the fulfilment of the long-
waited-for promise made to the seed of Abraham: the
promise which Israel after the flesh was not found
worthy to inherit; the promise for which God hasbeen
sele@ing the members of the Bride of Christ during
this Gospel age, to be with the Lord Jesus and his
joint-heir in carrying out its beneficent provisions;
the promise which is sure, but which has never yet
had, in any sense of the word, a fulfilment; the prom-
ise which reads, ‘‘In thy seed shall all the families of
the earth be blessed.”’ |

- Watching implies hoping, and italso implies wait-
ing. We are waiting for what the Apostle terms ‘‘that
blessed hope, the glorious appearing of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ,”’ who shall transform his Church
to his own spiritual image and likeness, in order that
we (‘‘changed’’) may be like him, see him as he is,
and share his glory, and be associated with him in his
great work of bringing in the Millennial blessings to
the world of mankind. Nevertheless, this waiting time
and hoping time is a time of more or less tribulation, not
only on the world, which lies still under the yoke of
sin and under the blinding influences of Satan, but al-
so to the waiting, hoping and watching Church, of
whom the Apostle says, ‘“We ourselves groan within
ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the deliver-
ance [from death] of our body’’—the body of Christ,
of which we are members in particular.—Rom. 8: 23.

HOW ARE WE TO WATCH?

Our watching consists not in looking up into the
sky—*‘stargazing;”’ for those who study the Lord’s
Word to any purpose soon learn that ‘‘the day of the
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Lord so cometh as [like] a thief in the night,”’ and
that its dawning cannot be discerned with the natural
eye. If the Lord’s people would discern anything by
watching the sky with their natural eyes, could not
the world discern the same thing? If the second ad-
vent of our Lord were to be an open, outward mani-
festation, would not the world know of it just as soon
as the saints, the watchers? In such event it could
not be true that the day of the Lord should come as a
thief, as a snare, unawares, upon the world, while the
Church would have foreknowledge thereof-—not be left
in darkness.

We are to watch the signs of the times, in the light
of the Lovd’s Word, our lamp: as the Apostle declares,
‘““We have a more sure Word of prophecy, . .. asa light
shining in a dark place,—until the Day dawn.”” The
Gospel age has been a night-time, and the Lord’s peo-
ple have been waiting for the dawn of the Millennial
morning, with the promise ringing in theirears, ‘‘God
will help her [the Church] early in the morning.”’
(Psa. 46:5.) 'The word of the Lord, through the pro-
phets, has been the lamplight all through this Gos-
pel age, upon the Church’s pathway, as the Lord ex-
pressed it through the Prophet David, ‘“Thy wordisa
lamp to my feet, a lantern to my footsteps.” ‘The
lamp of the truth of revelation has guided all the faith-
ful, watchful pilgrims in their journey toward the Ce-
lestial City—the Heavenly Kingdom. O, whata com-
fort it has been, and how dreary would have been our
pilgrimage without it !

¢ Looking back, we praise the way
God has led us, day by day!”
Those who have taken heed to the landmarks,
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pointed out by the Lord through Daniel and Isajah and
Jeremiah, and all the holy prophets, realize that we
have come already a much longer journey than was ex-
pe@ed by the Church when first she started out; but
we realize also from these landmarks that we have ap-
proached very closely to the end of the journey, very
near to the time when the great blessing, for which
God’s people have so long waited and prayed, is at
hand. For instance, the Watchers have noted the
Lord’s testimony through the Prophet Daniel that ‘‘the
time of the end’’ would be a period of time (more than.
a century), and that in this ‘“‘#Zme of the end” there
would be a great increase of travel, running to and fro
throughout the earth, and a great increase of general
intelligence, increased knowledge, as it is written, “‘In
the time of the end many shall run to and fro, and
knowledge shall be increased.”’—Dan. 12:4.
Watching carefully respecting our whereabouts,
hopeful and solicitous respeéting the gracious things
which God has promised, none of the Watchers are in-
~ different to these fulfilments of prophecy, which are to
be seen on every hand to-day. All men discern these
things, but not all alike: the faithful, the Watchers, |
discern them not only as facts, but also as fulfilments
of prophecy; as proofs that we are already in the period
termed ‘‘the time of the end.”” Further investigations
and applications of the prophetic measurements prove
to the watchers that we have been in ‘‘the time of the
end’’ since 1799, and that it is also termed ‘‘the day
of his [Jehovah’s] preparation.”” Looking about them,
they see the preparation that Jehovah God is making
for the Kingdom of his dear Son. They see the lift-
ing of the curtain of ignorance, and the letting in of
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the light, and that thus God is using mankind at the
present time to make ready in a natural way the mechan-
ical and other arrangements and conveniences which
" ultimately shall be so great blessings to the world,
when the Sun of Righteousness shall arise with heal-
ing in his beams, and the Millennial Day shall be ush-
ered in, with all its multiplied blessings and mercies
and opportunities;— ‘‘the times of restitution of all
things, spoken by the mouth of all the holy prophets
since the world began.””—Adts 3:21.

Watching intently, earnestly, interestedly, because
they know of the good things God hath in reservation
(1 Cor. 2:10-13), the Watchers note that Daniel’s
prophecy further points out that, as the increase of
travel brings the increase of knowledge, so the increase
of knowledge will bring an increase of discontent to the
world of mankind in general; and the result will be as
prophetically stated, that ‘‘there shall be a time of
trouble such as never was since there was a nation.”” The
Watchers, seeking to note whether these things have
yvet a fulfilment or not, look about them and behold
on every hand discontent, unhappiness; far more than
when the world enjoyed far fewer of the mercies and
blessings of heaven. These latter day gifts of Provi-
dence (preparations for the Millennial age), instead of
provoking thankfulness, gratitude and love to God and
generosity to man, produce in unregenerate hearts am-
bition, greater avarice, selfishness, envy, hatred, strife,
and other works of the flesh and of the devil. Yes;
the Watchers can clearly discern the great approach-
ing climax of human trouble in which the Scriptures
distinétly declare that all the present human institu-
tions shall go down in anarchy, in confusion, in chaos.
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But the Watchers do not lose sight of God and his
providence. ‘They see that, while the approaching
social and ecclesiastical catastrophe will be the natural
result of the operation of selfishness under highly fa-
vored conditions, nevertheless they remember that God
is at the helm, and that he is able to cause the wrath
of man to praise him, and the remainder of man’s wrath
(which would not praise him) he will restrain.
The Watchers Iook not merely at the outward
signs, as seen in the world. They scrutinize carefully
and repeatedly their ‘‘chart,”’ the Bible’s prophetic.
outline of the world’s history, furnished by the King
himself. It is because they see the time of trouble
outlined in the prophetic chart that they know that it
is sure to come, and are able in advance of others to
“‘discern the signs of the times,”’ and not to bein dark-
ness respecting the ‘‘#hings fo come.” It was in respect
to this that the Lord promised the Watchers that the
holy spirit should guide them into all truth, as each
feature becomes due, and would show them things to
come—future things— in advance of the world’s knowl-
edge, and in advance of the facts themselves. (John
16:13.) But the same chart which shows the down-
fall of all earthly institutions, political, social and ec-
clesiastical, shows also that their fall is so timed in the
great plan of Jehovah that it shall be the very hour in
which he will establish in the hands of the ele¢t Church
(who then shall be a royal priesthood glorified—priests
upon their thrones—the religious as well as the civil
rulers of the world), whose exaltation shall be to the
glory of God and to the blessing of every creature.
The Watchers remember well that the King gave
them an outline of the history of the Gospel ageat the
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very time that he told them to watch, intimating to
them that they were to watch for the things which he
therein noted. ‘The Watchers are those who are in
harmony with the King and who have respeét to his
promises, and they, therefore, do not neglet the words
which he spoke. And as they note this very prophecy
in conneétion with which he tells them to watch, they
see in it clearly that the day of the Loord will be ush-
ered in at the close of this Gospel age, secretly, qutet-
ly, unobtrusively, ‘‘as a thief in the night,”’— unaware
to the world, and known only to the Watchers.

PAROUSIA VS. EPIPHANIA, APOKALUPSIS.

Because not heedless, careless, indifferent servants
of the King, but faithful and earnest, the Watchers
have scrutinized every little particular which fell from
the lips of him who spake as never man spake; and all
the messages which he has sent them through his faith-
fulapostles and prophets. Anddiscriminating carefully,
they discern that there are three words of distinétly
different signification used in the respecét to the Lord’s
second advent; namely, parousia and epiphania and
apokalupsis. Parousia is used in respect to theearliest
stage of the second advent, while apokalipsis relates to
the same advent later;—not that apokalupsis and epi-
phania relate to another or a third advent, but merely
to a later feature of the second advent. These Greek
words, it is true, are somewhat obscured or hidden in
the Common Version of the Bible, and probably for a
purpose. ‘The Lord’s purpose evidently was to keep
the world and the wicked in ignorance of his gracious
plan until his due time; nor did he wish the particu-
lars to be understood by the Watc¢hers until nearly the
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time of the fulfilment. . But now we are ‘‘in the time
of the end,” in ‘‘the day of his preparation,”” in the
time in which it was foretold that then ‘‘the wise [not
the worldlywise but the humble Watchers who are wise
enough to take heed to the Word of the Lord] shall
understand. (Dan. 12:10.) And hence, since many
of the Watchers are not Greek scholars, God hasmade
gracious provision through valuable helps (such as
Young’s Analytical Concordance and the Emphatic Dia-

glott), so that the very humblest of his people may

have a clear and discriminating understanding of the
meaning of certain features of his Word which hither-
to have been kept hidden under imperfeét translaticns:

and these matters God himself has been bringing to

the attention of his people, through MILLENNIAL

DAWN, Z1oN’s WarcH TowER and the OLD THEOLOGY

Tracrs. ‘The Watchers all over the world are being

reached by these ‘‘Helping Hands for Bible students,”’

which the ILord himself is extending to them.

By these helps, the Watchers are rapidly coming
to see that the word ‘‘parousia,”’ translated in our
Common Version ‘‘coming,’”’ does not mean what our
English word signifies; namely, to be on the way, ap-
proaching; but that on the contrary it signifies presence,
as of one who has already arrived. The Watchers note
also that the Scriptures predicate certain things respect-
ing the Lord and respecting his parousia (his presence),
which clearly intimate that he will be present and doing
his work, his great work (of setting up his Kingdom
and smiting the nations with the sword of his mouth)
wholly unknown to the world, —‘‘as a thief in the night.”
The Watchers also notice that the Scriptures clearly
indicate that after the Lord has done certain things
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during his presence ( parousia) and unknown to the
world, he will later make a manifestation of his presence;
— a manifestation which will be discerned by all man-
kind: and the outward manifestation is designated his
“epiphania’’ which signifies ‘‘shining forth’’ or ‘‘bright
shining.”’

The Watchers get the two thoughts respecting the
Tord’s second coming: that first, altho really presenta
spirit being, like the angels who, we are told, encamp
round about them that fear God and deliver them, and -
who are ‘‘all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister
to those who shall be heirs of salvation,’”’ and whose
ministry is an invisible one (Psa. 34:7; Heb. 1:14),—
so also our Lord, now a glorious spirit being, of the
divine nature, will not be manifest to the natural eye
during his presence— his parousia. Hence the necessi-
ty that the Lord’s faithful ones shall “‘wafck,’”’ because
they, no more than the world, can discern a spirit be-
ing with their natural eyes. The Watchers in due
time are to discern the presence ( parousia) of their Lord
by the eye of faith. ‘The sleepless eye of faith will in
due time take note of the ‘‘sign of the Son of Man,’’—
the indications of the presence of the King.

During the period of the parousia (presence) pre-
ceding the epiphania (shining forth) a certain work
will be accomplished, unknown to the world, unknown
to the nominal Church, known only to the Watchers.
Ah, how important to us the words of our Master, ex-
horting us to be Watchers ! And, by the way, this
watching includes a watching of our own hearts as well
as of the Lord’s Word and the outward signs — to in-
sure our worthiness to be continued in the light, and
under the instructions of the great Teacher. “‘If any
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man have not the spirit of Christ he is none of his;”’
and if any man lose the spirit of Christ he ceases to be
his; and hence we all need to ‘‘watch’’ that we may,
as the Scriptures diredt, ‘‘Keep our garments unspot-
ted from the world;”’ and “‘Keep ourselves in the love of
God, while looking for the grace [aid] of our Lord
Jesus Christ, which is able to keep us from falling and
to present us faultless in the presence of his glory with
~exceeding joy.”” For whoever has the spirit of Christ
may be a Watcher, and as a Watcher may know of the
gracious things conneéted with the great ‘‘salvation
which shall be brought unto us at the revelation of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,”” but whoever ceases to
have the spirit of Christ must of necessity cease also
to be a Watcher and shall be in ignorance of the things
of the day of the Lord like the world, of which he then
probably would be a part.

As the light by which the eye of faith may d1scern
the parousia, we have the ‘‘more sure word of prophe-
cy to which we do well to take heed.”” It has shone
upon the pathway of the Watchers all along through
this night, but now its various prophetic rays have fo-
- cussed and clearly indicate that we are already living
“tn the days of the Son of Man,”’ while, as he express-
ly foretold, the world in general goes on as usual, in
utter ignorance of his presence, and of his harvest work,
and of the beginning of the Day of the ILord; it con-
tinues as usual — eating and drinking, marrying and
giving in marriage, planting and building. It is a mis-
take to suppose that our Tord, in giving this infoma-
tion respecting the events of the time of his presence,
meant us to understand that it would be wicked for the
world to eat, drink, plant, build and marry; these are
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not improper things and any such interpretation is
strained and faulty and results from an utter miscon-
ception of the subjet Our Lord wished merely to
show that the world would be in ignorance of his pres-
ence ‘‘in the days of the Son of Man,’’ and in utterig-
norance of the great time of trouble or ‘‘Day of Ven-
geance’’ which his inauguration of his Kingdom will
- signify to the kingdoms of this world, which are to
be dashed to pieces as potters’ vessels. The dgnorance
of the impending trouble here will be similar to that
of the people who lived in the days of Noah. ‘‘Asit
was in the days of Noah, so also shall 1t be n the days
of the Son of Man.”’—Iuke 17 : 26.

As “‘the days of Noah’’ were not days before No-
ah’s time, neither are ‘‘the days of the Son of Man”
days before the Son of Man’s presence. The days of
the Son of Man are the days of his parousia, or pres-
ence, —invisible and unknown to the world, known on-
ly to the Watchers and seen by them only with the eye
of faith. ‘‘As in the days that were before the flood
they were eating, drinking, marrying, . . . and &rew
not, . . . so shall also the [parousia] presence of the
Son of Man be:’’ —the world will simply go on about
its usual affairs, and &now nof of the Loord’s presence.
—Matt. 24 : 38.

But why should our Lord be thus present ? What
will be his work during the period of presence preced-
ing his epiprania or manifestation to the world ?

His work is clearly outlined in various of his par-
ables which were given that the Watchers might know
—might not be in darkness. The parable of the wheat
and the tares shows this period of the parousia (pres-
ence) preceding the e¢piphania (manifestation), and
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represents it as the ‘‘harvest’’ time of this age. The
Son of Man sowed the good seed, and his servants fol-
lowed, doing work in the field down through the age;
finally the end of the age comes when the full crop of
wheat is ripe, and then the harvest is reaped. ’The
parable shows the separation of the two classes of the
nominal church during the “‘harvest.”” For be it not-
ed that the wheat-field is not the entire world, but
merely the professedly Christian part of the world —
Christendom: much of the field is not yet sown. And
the parable relates only to the wheat-field, and partic-
ularly to the wheat. ‘The tares (spurious Christians)
are dealt with only incidentally. ‘The tares choke the
wheat, yet nevertheless the Master will obtain a sufh-
ciently large crop, for - ‘‘All his purposes shall be ac-
complished.”’

The separation of the tares from the wheat, and
the gathering of the wheat into the garner of heavenly
conditions precedes the work of cleansing the wheat-
field of its symbolic tares by symbolic ‘‘fire;’’ and this
entire harvest work is to take place during the parou-
sta (presence) of our Iord, before his epiphania (mani-
festation). He is the Chief-Reaper, and all the under-
reapers will work under his direftion and eye; and
every kernel of true symbolic ‘‘wheat”” will be gath-
ered into the glorious symbolic ‘“‘garner’’ by resurrec-
tion and ‘‘change.’

The truth will be the separating medium, and not
until the separation is complete and the ‘‘wheat’ all
garnered into the glory of the heavenly nature, will
the ‘‘fire,”’ the great time of trouble mentioned by the
Prophet and by our Lord, burn and consume, symbol-
ically, all the ‘‘tares:”’ so that thereafter none will make
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false professions of being Christians while really of the
world and possessed of its spirit.

T'he parables of the Pounds and of the Talents
cover this same period of time. In both of these the
Lord represents himself as a great householder and
heir to a throne, who has gone into a far country to be
invested with kingly powers and to return to use those
powers. Departing, he left with his servants various
riches of grace and privilege, ‘‘to every man according
to his several ability,’’ saying to them, ‘‘Occupy till T
come.”’” ‘The return of the nobleman of the parables
unquestionably represents the second coming of our
Lord and Master. Now note the work first due to take
place upon his return as King, as shown by these par-
ables. He does not first deal with the rebellious world,
—those who would not have him to rule over them;
but, first calls “‘%zs own servants,”’” and reckons with
them —reje@ing some from further service because of
unfaithfulness, and accepting others to a participation
in the joys of the Kingdom which he at once establishes.

This reckoning with the servants signifies a reck-
oning with the Church first, after his return; and cor-
responds to the separating of the wheat and tares, in
the other parable. It is comparatively easy for any-
one to realize that this part of the Lord’s work at his
second advent is the work which precedes the epiphania
or manifestation to the world. It is during this period
that the Watchers are to be aware of the presence ( par-
ousia) of the Lord, and of his scrutiny or judgment of
them, which will then be in progress. Ounly the faith-
ful will know, however,—only they will be ‘‘accounted
worthy to stand before the Son of Man’’ in that judg-
ment—all found unworthy shall “‘stumble,”” ‘“The
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wicked [and slothful servants] shall not sfand in the
assembling of the righteous.”” (See Psa. 1:5.) Itis
of this period of his presence, and this feature of his
work, that the world is to be in total ignorance, and
““not know,’’ until, having finished reckoning with his
servants, and having glorified the faithful, the judg-
ment of the world shall begin with ‘‘a time of trouble
such as was not since there was a nation.”” That trou-
ble is symbolically pictured as a fire, and we are told
by the Apostle that our Lord shall be revealed (apoka-
lupto — uncovered, disclosed, made manifest) in flaming
fire (judgments), taking vengeance.

All who are Watchers, all who have taken heed
to ‘‘the more sure word of prophecy,”’ including the
Master’s description of the events of ‘‘the days of the
Son of Man,” can readily discern that the world would
not go on in its usual routine eating, drinking, plant-
ing, building, marrying, etc. —if they knew of the
Lord’s presence, and the progress of the ‘‘harvest’” of
the Gospel age. If they knew of the Lord’s presence
and that the reckoning with the servants had com-
menced, and that the next thing in order would be
judgments upon themselves, they would change their
usual order of affairs considerably: they would be in
great trepidation; because only those who are in sym-
pathy with the Lord and the righteous government
which he is about to establish, when he shall lay judg-
ment to the line and justice to the plummet —only these
can in any degree be ready to welcome him: all others
have the spirit of fear, and are under the blinding in-
fluences and misrepresentations of Satan. ‘“The god
of this world hath blinded the minds of them that be-
lieve not, lest the glorious light [of the gospel of
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Christ] should shine unto them.”” Because of ignor-
ance, therefore, the world would be in great fear, if
they knew the fact of the beginning of the day of the
Iord, which is to be to them the ‘‘day of vengeance.””*
Very evidently, therefore, this reckoning with the
Church and the reward of the faithful will precede our
Lord’s epiphania or apokalupsis. To use one of his own
figures, we might say that his day or time of presence
- “‘the day of the Lord’—will come as a thief in the
night; and in this time he will gather his virgin Church
discriminatingly, and take her as his Bride to himself,
—changing her from earthly nature and conditions to
spiritual cr heavenly conditions, to belike him, see him
as he is, and share his glory. And since the saints
have always been ‘‘the salt of the earth,”” we may readi-
ly discern that the taking away of the salt of the earth
would leave mankind in a very deplorable condition,
in which corruption would spread rapidly: and this is
exadtly what the Scriptures indicate.

We are not, however, to understand that the Tord
will take the Church away to heaven, and then come
back again, and make his epiphania or apokalupsis, tor
that would be a third advent, which 1s nowhere even
hinted in Scripture. ‘The ‘‘change’” of the Church
from earthly conditions and nature to heavenly, spirit
conditions and nature will first be in order, and then
they twain, the Bridegroom, Christ, and the Church,
his bride, thus made one in nature and in heavenly or
spirit power, will commence the work of putting down
all rule and authority contrary to the divine rule, —
bringing all things into subjeCtion to the heavenly
Kingdom, the Millennial Kingdom. Our Lord and his

¥MILLENNIAL DawN, VorL. 1v., **The Day of Vengeance.”’



At His Second Advent. 21

Church will not be absent from the earth during the
period of the world’s tribulation; but on the contrary
will continue present, but invisible, bringing upon the
world the tribulation, foretold in the Scriptures, which
will result in the humbling of the hearts of man-
kind, that they may say eventually, ‘‘Come, let us go
up to the mountain [Kingdom]| of the house of the
TLord, that he may teach us of Lis ways, that we may
walk in his paths.” |

This fact is abundantly proved by the Lord’s state-
ment of what shall be the reward to the overcomers, a
part of which is, ‘“He that overcometh, and keepeth
my words to the end, to him will I give power over
the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron;
as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken in preces:
even as I have received of my Father. (Rev. 2:26,27.)
Again, the same matter is mentioned by the Prophet
David, saying, ‘“This honor have all his saints,—# ex-
ecute the judgments written.’’ 1t is manifest, therefore,
that the Church, altho absent from the world during
the period of the tribulations in the sense of being
““changed’ from human to divine nature, will be
present in it with Christ, as associate executors of the
divine justice, breaking to pieces the present order of
affairs, and ready to heal the hearts of the world as
soon as they shall be broken in their pride, and pre-
pared for the ‘‘Balm of Gilead.”

THE TIME OF THE PAROUSIA.

It will doubtless surprise many to learn that there
is much Scripture proof that we are already in the time
of the presence ( parousia) of the Son of Man,—that we
are already living ‘‘in the days of the Son of Man.”
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At first some will be inclined to say, ‘Where is the
promise of his [ parousia] presence, while all things con-
tinue as they were from the beginning?’ Peter fore-
told that some would thus question and be surprised at
this information, that we are living in the days of the
Son of Man, while there is as yet no outward manifes-
tation of his presence, but the affairs of the world con-
tinue in their ordinary channels. (2 Pet. 3:4.) The
answer to the question is, as we have just pointed out,
our Lord’s own declaration that in his days of pres-
ence the world would be eating, drinking, planting and
building, and Anrow not. That is the promise of his
presence, while all things continte as they were. Could
it be more explicit? A totally different question, how-
ever, is—

WHAT ARE THE PROOFS OF HIS PRESENCE ?

This is a reasonable inquiry. We would not be
justified in believing that the Lord is present upon any
slight evidence, even tho we know in advance that he
is a spirit being, whose presence would be invisible
without a miracle;—and even tho we know in advance,
from the parables, that he will be present, but invisi-
ble, in the harvest time of this age, in the time of reck-
oning with his servants, preparatory to their glorifica-
tion. We have a right to expe& clear, reasonable
ground for faith, before accepting any matter which
implies so much. We are not, however, to ask or to
expect evidences to natural sight: if we are of the
Watchers, who have ‘‘the eyes of their understanding
opened”’ to see wonderful things in the divine Word,
then these eyes of our understanding must also be the
eves of our faith. Hence, the true Watchers are to
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expect reasonable, satisfactory evidence for fazth, and
not ocular demonstrations of an invisible parousia.
As the Apostle explains, ‘“We walk by faith, not by
sight.”’

To our understanding there are strong proofs that
our Lord’s parousia began in the Autumn of 1874. We
have seen nothing with our natural eyes; only with the
eyes of the understanding, only in the light of ‘‘the
more sure word of prophecy,’”’ do we know this, which
we sincerely believe and affirm, and which is important
news to all who claim to be Watchers. ‘The faét that
any Watcher should have remained in ignorance of
this important event for now twenty-four years would
seem of itself to be an indication that he had not been
properly awake to the use of his privileges and oppor-
tunities—that he had not been sufficiently watchful of
the sure word of prophecy to which he was instructed
to take heed; and that #erefore he had been left at least
partially ignorant of the important things transpiring
throughout the world during these years. To this ex-
tent many of the Iord’s people have been with the
world and similarly ignorant: and yet we may reason-
ably assume that the Loord did not expect all of his
watching servants to discern the matter at the same
instant of time. ‘T'rue, those who saw early have had
special blessing for the longer time; but, as we saw
above, the preparation for the knowledge of the time
lies largely in the right attitude of heart—inits humil-
ity and possession of the various graces of the spirit of
Christ. |

Lest we should get a misapprehension respecting
this matter of the discerning the Lord’s parousia, we
do well to take heed of the parable of the ten virgins,
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which evidently was given to throw special light upon
this point. ‘That parable shows a false announcement
of the arrival of the Bridegroom in 1844, which brought -
to the subject considerabie reproach, but which never-
theless was of great advantage, as stirring up the *‘vir-
gin’’ class (the pure, the consecrated) to fresh trim-
ming of the lamp of truth—investigating the sure word
of prophecy. ‘T‘he parable shows, also, that the ‘vir-
gins’’ in general fell asleep, yet, nevertheless, in due
time all would be reawakened by the prophetic Arock-
ing, and the knocking of the signs of the times, which
indicate the Bridegroom’s presence. And the parable
shows that the result will depend upon how much oil
(holy spirit) the ‘‘virgins”’ may have in their vessels
(in their own hearts), as well as in their lamps (the
Scriptures). Applying this parable, then, we may rea-
sonably suppose that some of the Lord’s true people
have temporarily fallen asleep on this subject of his
second coming, and that the sleeping ones will include
some who have his spirit in their hearts, and who will
be fully ready to welcome the Master when they shall
awake, and whose lamps will be duly trimmed and
burning and ready to enable them to discern the signs
of his pawousia, when once their attention is brought
to the subje&. In harmony with this we find that
many who get awake on this subject now come into the
clear light of present truth much more rapidly than
did some in the past: doubtless partly because present
truth can now be presented to them more concretely
than ever before through the printed page. Itisin the
interest of this true ‘‘virgin’’ class that we now write:
we have no desire to awaken the worldly; this knock-
ing of the prophecies announcing the Farousia is not
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for them—Dbesides, the worldly are so soundly asleep
that it will require the terrific crashing of present in-
stitutions and the earthquake shakings of social revo-
lution to thoroughly awaken them to a realization of
the presence of the great Judge—Immanuel. The true
Watchers on the contrary, if they slumber at all, sleep
lightly, being on the gué vive of expedtancy and hope
for the long-waited-for Bridegroom. We would merely
whisper in the ears of this class the one word, ‘‘ Parou-
stza !’’’ assured that all triue Watchers (and the Lord
alone knoweth them that are his) will be aroused by
that word, and trim their lamps on the subject.

Is the question asked,—What portions of the sure
word of prophecy indicate that the presence of our Lord
began in the Autumn of 1874? We answer that there
are several lines of prophecy which interlace and cor-
roborate each other in this testimony; but, asmight be
expected, since the entire matter was to be hidden from
the world, and “‘none of the wicked,”” but only the
“wise’’ are to understand (Dan. 12:10), and these wise
only to understand when the due time would come,—
for these reasouns, it must be evident to all that these
prophecies, while clear and forcible and positive, are
nevertheless somewhat under cover. We cannot here
attempt to give a complete and comprehensive state-
ment of these prophecies; that has already been done
in four volumes aggregating eighteen hundred pages.*
Here we can only give a very brief resume, leaving it
for the true Watchers to seek that they may find; to
knock if they would have the door of divine revelation
opened to them; to use the keys which God has pro-
vided, if they are interested in penetrating into ‘‘the

* MiLLeENNIAL Dawn, VoLs. 1.-1v.
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deep things’’ of the divine Word, now due to be under-
stood; to eaf of the meat of present truth, ‘‘thingsnew
and old,”’ if they hunger and thirst after righteousness
and true knowledge.

“IN THE DAYS OF THESE KINGS.”

(1) We have a number of general prophecies, in-
dicating that we are living in about the time of the
Master’s second presence. We have already referred
to Daniel’s testimony respecting ‘‘the time of theend,””
in which many will run to and fro, and knowledge will be
increased, and the wise understand, and which the time
of trouble follows. Then we have the inspired dream of
Nebuchadnezzar, and its inspired interpretation by
Daniel, showing the earthly governments which would
bear rule over the earth;—during the interim between
the overthrow of the typical Kingdom of God, whose
last king sitting upon the throne of David was Zede-
kiah, and the installation of the true King, Fmanuel,
in his Millennial Kingdom glory. These different
governments of earth are here pictured as a great
image; Nebuchadnezzar’s government, the first uni-
versal empire of earth, being represented by the head
of gold; the Medo-Persian Empire, which, according
to history, was the second universal empire, is here
shown as the breast and arms of silver; the Grecian
empire, which overthrew the Persian, and became the
third universal empire, is represented by the belly and
thighs of brass; the Roman empire, which succeeded the
Grecian, and constituted itself the fourth universal
empire of earth, was represented in the image by the
legs of iron—strong exceedingly; and the later devel-
opment of the same Roman empire with the inter-
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mixture of papal influence is represented in the image
by the feet, which were partly iron (civil government),
and partly of clay (ecclesiastical government — Papa-
cy). ‘These were to constitute the sum total of Gen-
tile dominion; and ‘‘in the days of these kings’’ (repre-
sented by the ten toes of the image), Jehovah God him-
self would establish his Kingdom—the very Kingdom
for which we pray, ‘“Thy Kingdom come!”

We are all witnesses that the heavenly Kingdom
has not yet come,—that we are still under the domin-
ion of ‘“‘the prince of this world”’—the prince of dark-
ness. All the efforts to prove to us that the greedy
and bloody governments of Christendom, so-called, are
the Kingdom for which we prayed, and were taught
to pray, could not prevail: we could mever recogmize
these as Immanuel’s Kingdom: they are only the king-
doms established by Antichrist, and recognized by An-
tichrist, and named by Antichrist ““Christendom.”’ The
true Kingdom waits for establishment at the hands of
him whose right it is; and he has promised that, when
he sits upon his throne, all his faithful ones, the ‘‘little
flock”’ of the Gospel age, shall sit in that throne with
him, and be associates in the work and in the honor of
blessing the world.

The Church is not neglected in the picture of
earthly dominion given to Nebuchadnezzar, and inter-
preted by the Prophet Daniel. She is shown therein
as a stone taken out of the mountain without hands
(by divine power). This stone represents God’s
Kingdom (Christ and the Church), and the inspired
dream and explanation show that the disaster which
shall come to the kingdoms of this world, represented
in the image and in the toes of its feet, would come
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through the impact or smiting of the image by the
stone. Daniel says: “A stone was cut out, which,
without being in hands, smote the image upon his
feet. . . . Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the
silver and the gold broken to pieces togethef, and be-
came like the chaff of the summer threshing floor, and
the wind carried them away that no place was found
for them: and the stone that smote the image became
a great mountain [kingdom], and filled the whole
earth.”

The explanation is that—‘“The great God hath
made known to the king [and indirectly more partic-
ularly to the Watchers] what shall come to pass here-
after.”” ““/n the days of these kings shall the God of
heaven set up a kingdom which shall never be de-
stroyed, and the kingdom shall not be left to other
people; [it shall have no successors, for the others will
all be destroyed] it shall break in pieces and consume
all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever.”” Here
is a prophecy which gives a full delineation of the em-
pires of earth, to which God granted dominion during
the interim between the removal of the typical crown
from his typical kingdom, and the institution of the
crown of righteousness and glory upon the true King
in the inauguration of the Kingdom of Heaven.

Even the surface evidences are that human empire
has nearly run its course, and that heavenly empire 18
needed to deliver the world from its own selfishness.
But the sure word of prophecy, if carefully scrutinized
by the Watcher, reveals still more. It shows that the
next universal empire will be the kingdom of God’s
dear Son, and further the interesting fact that the
total lease of power to the Gentiles, is in the Scrip-
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tures known as ‘‘the times of the Gentiles;”” and that
these “‘times’’ are seven times, and that each of the
seven times is a period of three hundred and sixty
years, and that consequently the complete period of
the seven times is 2520 years. Hence the Watchers:
may reckon that Gentile rule will terminate and Im-
manuel’s rule be fully set up in 2520 years from the
time the Lord removed the diadem from Zedekiah,
saying: ‘‘Oh thou profane and wicked prince,

take off the diadem, remove the crown; I will over-
turn, overturn, overturn it, until he comes whose right
it is, and I will give it unto him.”” The period of
overturning of the Lord’s typical Kingdom and the
removal of the crown must correspond to the period of
the lease of empire to the Gentiles and be 2520 years.
And measuring this period, we find that 2520 years
will expire with the close of the year 1914, A. D. and
consequently that by that time Gentile rule will be no
more while God’s Kingdom will then hold sway.

But the scrutinizing Watcher will readily perceive
that it is one thing to know the time when earthly
dominion shall cease, and give place to the completed
Kingdom of God, while it would be a totally different
matter to know when the ‘‘stone’” Kingdom would be-
gin to smite the image upon its feet, preparatory to
its destruction. ‘This period of smiting of the image,
which precedes its destruction, must also precede the
full establishment of God’s Kingdom to fill the whole
earth. ‘'This smiting period is the period of the parou-
sia; the period in which Christ is present, gathering
his ““jewels,”’ his ‘‘elect,”” and in which he wiil smite
the nations with the rod of iron and with the two-edged
sword of his mouth, dashing them in pieces as a pot-






