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-SECURED-

ONE PROBATION Of~ TRIAil 
FO~ ·liIFB EVERllASTI!'iG 

TO EVERY l\lIHl'J. . 

.. _--
(REPRINTED FROM THE PITTSBURGH GAZETTE, DEC. 7. 1903.) 

pASTOR C. T. RUSSELL addressed a full and attentive 
house yesterday as usual, at Bible House Chapel, Alle

gheny. His t€xt and address follow;-
"My plans are not your plans, neither are your methods my meth

ods, saith the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so 
are my methods higher than your methods, and my plans than your 
plans." -Isa. 55: 8, 9. 

Doubtless you will all be surprised to know that to
day's service is to be in the nature of a continuation of 
the debates which closed in Carnegie Hall, Allegheny, 
a month ago.* 

Dr. E. L. Eaton, Pastor of the North Avenue M. E. 
Ohurch, is present before you this afternoon representa
tively. I hold in my hand a copy of a letter written four 
days after the closing debate at Oarnegie Hall, to a 
minister, who in turn read it to a congregation at Du
quesne, Pa., on the Sunday following the close of the 
debates. The letter is therefore not to be considered a 

*The reports of the SIX debates appeared as a special issue of the 
Pittsburgh Gazette. which we can supply at 2C. each, postpaid; or 50 
!)f more copies by express at le, ea<:b" 



private ono, Indeed the utterances of 
public questions are never to be considered as private, 

The letter is doubly interesting,~ proving, as it does, 
first that the debates awakened thought and study and 
inquiry on the part of at least some of the ministers of 
this vicinity; . and second, in that it clearly indicates 
that Dr. Eaton's views have been considerably modifh3(l 
on two important subjects-future probation and the 
wages of sin. You will be surprised by some of the 
gentleman's candid avowals. "Ve will proceed to dis
cuss the difficulties which seem to trouble him, hopjng 
thereby to meet and to answer difficulties which may' he 
troubling other conscientious souls. vVe will i-cad tho 
letter as a whole, and then take it up for critical exarni
nation by sections. To facilitate this, we have number·· 
ed Dr. Eaton's statements by paragraphs. The letter 
reads:-

REV. E. L. EATON'S STATEMENT. 

"Dear Brother:-
"I thank you for your kind letter . You discuss two 

important propositions-Probation after Death; and 
Eternal Death. 

(Ai) "Concerning the first: God will give all his 
creatures a fair chance; if they have not a fair chance 
in this life, he will provide them a fair chance some
where and sometime. But it is to be remembered that 
he is the one who decides whether they have a fair 
chance in this life or not. It is impossible for lJS to 
say. I prefer to leave that question with him. N ow-
if the heathen, idiots and children do not have a fair 
chance in this life (as it seems they do not), and if they 
need a probation, or if a probation is necessa'I'y for them 
in God's plan, then he surely will provi2:J one. 

(A2) "All I know about it (and all anyone knows 
about it), is that jf God intends to give anyboC'ly a pro
bation after this life, he has not informed us of j t. 

(A3) "Paul tells us in the 1st and 2d chapters of 
Romans, that the heathen have 80 mueh light that. 'they 
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are without excuse'; and Peter told Oornelius, 'I now 
perceive that God is no respecter of persons; but that 
in every nation he that fem'cth him and worketh right
eousness is accepted with him.' Those texts seem to me 
to teac~ that all the advlt heathen in the world have 
light enough to be saved if they, will. 

(A4) "Then "vhy send missionaries? Because our 
Lord commanded 1:8 to 'Go.' 

(El) "Y 01::1' othor concerns Eternal Death. 
In Matt. 25: 46, it is called Ji:ve1'lasting Punishment; in 
Hev. 20: 10, it is caned the :Lake c£ Fire and Brimstone, 
in \vhich the the ralse. prophet and the devil were 
tormented day and night for ever and ever. In Hev. 
21: 8, we are told that murderers and fo:::nicators and sor
cerers, etc., shall have their pal't a:so in the same Lake 
of Fire and Brimstone, to be treated in the same fashion 
as the beast and the devil. It is also said in this last 
verse quoted, that 'this is the Second Death.' Now the 
question is whether 'the Second Death' means a state, 
of conscious existence and or annihilation. 

(B2) "That it does not mean annihilation is evident 
irom these facts:--

"The word death does not necessarily mean annihilation. 
The L:.n:::'cgenera,te are ahvays spoken of in the Bible as 
dead. 'Let the delldbury theil' dead,' which I take it 
,means, Let those who are spiritually dead, bury those 
'who are physically dead. 'Awake, thou that sleepest, 
and arise from the dead.' 'Dead in trespasses and in 
sins.' 

(B3) "Now if death does not ever mean annihilation 
when spoken of the soul, why should we conclude that the 
'Second Death' does necessarily mean annihilation? 

(B4) "The Second Death, I take it, is similar to and 
but a continuation of the experiences of the Rich Man 
in Hades, which the America:;.1. revision tells us was 'an
guish'--that is soul torture, not physical torture-re
grets, remorse, stinging remembrances-'S on, remember,' 
etc. 
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(B5) "Death is defined as 'the absence of that life t() 
which it stands opposed.' Physical death is the absence or 
negation of physical life ; spiritual death is the negation 
or absence of spiritual life ; eternal death is the negation 
or absence ot eternal life.' 

(B6) "N ow then, what is eternal life ? Oertainly not 
immortality, for we inherit a 'living soul,' a soul whose 
nature it is 'to live' and in that sense therefore we are 
immortal. Immortality is not a gift conditioned upon 
faith in Ohrist. It is the inheritance and common prop
erty of the human race. Even demons are immortal; 
multitudes of beings, both human and satanic, are im
mortal. But they have not eternal life. That is con
ditioned upon faith in Ohl'ist. Those who have not 
faith in Ohrist as the Savior have not eternal life. There-

. fore the negation or absence of eternal life is eternal 
death. 'The wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is 
eternal life.' Rere eternal life stands over against eternal 
death, but it is simply called death: 

(B7) "N ow, when we inquire what life is, and learn 
that life is always communication with our surroundings 
-correspondence with environment, and that therefore 
eternal life is correspondence with our spiritual environ
ment, or, as Jesus defined it-'To know God and Jesus 
Ohrist whom he hath sent'-then it follows that eternal 
death, 'the Second Death,' is the eternal absence or ne
gation cf any power or privilege of communication with 
God-regret, remorse, anguish, bitter remembrances; 
spiritual life, righteousness, peace, joy, hope, love, all 
gone forever out of the soul; that it is-all that-to sink 
into the awful night of the 'Second Death'; that it is
all that-to go into eternal dead}.. 

(BS) "This seems to be the state of the case so far 
as the \Vord of the Lord reveals the Divine purpose. If 
God intends to annihilate the lost soul at some far-off 
period of eternity, he has not told us so. 

(B9) "It may be the legitimate result of sin to work 
the soul's entire overthrow-to cause the soul to degener-
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ate until it is uttgrly extinguished. }!"or myself I hearti
ly hope that such will.be the final outcome of incorrIgIble 
and apostate souls; but if so, we are not informed; and 
fo.r the present, we must declare only what God hath 
been pleased to reveal. Beyond that WQ are not author
ized to give public utterance when preachifig the Gospel. 
It would please me if you thought it worth while to let 
me know how far these sentiments coincide with your 
own. Fraternally yours, 

"E. L. EATON." 

PASTOR RUSSELL COMMENDS WHAT HE CAN. 

It is not surprising that a bright, strong mind like 
Alat of Dr. Eaton should not at once get clear of the 

difficulties which have enshrouded these subjects for 
more than fifteen ,eenturies. It is a mark of great prog
ress to note in the above that the gentleman has been, 
touched with -the Truth, and that the only difficulties re
maining are manta1 (mtanglements with the theories of 
the dark ages., which lie erroneously fancies to be the 
teachings of the Wor.d of God. \Ve were Ol:tce in the same 
condition, and Coan appreciate the situation thoroughly. 
I t is ce.rtainly a long step in the right direction to have 
the gentleman's as~urances of the first paragraph, that if 
the heathen, idiots and children do not have a fair chance 
in this l.~fe, and if they need a probation, God will sure
h provide one. It is a further stro'ng admission that, in 
Dr. Eato-n's judgment, it SQoms that these, who consti
tute so large a proportion of humanity, SGem not to have 
had a fair chance or probation in this life. 

The last para.gra-ph also is encouraging. The gentle
man's large heart properly rebels against the ungodly, 
unscr.iptural, satanic teaching that all who do not secure 
divine favor in this present life will exper.ience an eterni
ty of suffering-torture. vVe draw cittention to the 
gentleman's words to the effect that he is not informed 
respectin(? the fillal outyom~ of th~ iIlCorrig-ible. We 



8 The Debates Continued. 

hope that he will give the subject still further Scriptura1 
investigation, and become thoroughly informed as to 
what is therein written on the subject. We agree 
with his words, "for the present we must declare only 
what God has been pleased to reveal." It is because, 
therefore, God has not yet revealed to Brother Eaton,' 
that he is not yet ready to speak forth-as it ~3 because 
God has caused us to know something of the lengths and 
breadths and heights and depths of his love and gracious 
plan of salvation, that we can and do declare most posi
tively the divine plan in respect to the heathen, etc.; 
that "God will have all men to be saved [from destruc
tion, from the grave] and come to a knowledge of the 
truth ... to be testified in due time." (1 Tim. 2: 4-6.) 
It IS because God does clearly reveal it, that we can declare 
with assurance that "all the wicked will he destroy" (Psa. 
145: 20), and that "they shall be punished with everlast
ing destrueti0111" and not with everlasting torture, either 
mental or physical.-2 Thess. 1: 9. 

Let us now take up Hr. Eaton's statements se.rlatim. 
The first proposition respecting Probation after l)eath, 
we indicate by the letter "A," the second proposition on 
Eternal Death by the letter "B." 

NO SCRIPTURE LIIvHTS PROBATION TO PRESENT LIFE. 

(Al) We agree most heartily with this statement, 
that it is not for us to decide respecting the divine plan 
and to tell the Almighty what he shall do and what he 
shall not do for us and for all. It is for us rather to be 
"swift to hear and slow to speak." But what do we hear 
as we hearken to the voice of the Lc?d through his 
Word? "VYe hear that which is in full accord with all tho 
facts at: we see them about us every day, and as ""ve read 
them in history, namely, that there was a chance given 
to father Adam and mother EVE;) in Eden, and that they 
lost that chance by disobedience, and that the penalty for 
that disobedience was death, which affected not only 
themselves mentally, morally and :physically~ but also af-
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{ected their as yet unborn posteri t~T, not miraculously, 
not theoretically, but in a natural way-the degeneracy 
of the parent necessarily implying the def:enerrtcy of the 
offspring, because the stream cannot rise higher ./-ban its 
fountain. Thus the Scriptures declare in figurative 
language that the "fathers ate a sour grape [of sin] and 
that the children's teeth are set on edge." (Jer. 31: 29.) 
And in plain language the Apostle declares-"By one 
ll1nn~R disobedience sin entered into the world and death 
as the :result of sin, and so death passed upon all men 
because all are sinners"-"born in sin and shapen in in
iquity; in sin did my mother conceive me."-Rom. 5: 12; 
Psa. 51: 5. 

As this curse included every member of the human 
family, there was not a member of the race able to re
deem his brother or to give to God a ransom for him. 
(Psa. 49: 7.) But in due time divine mercy and clem
ency operated toward the condemned and smitten race to 
provide for its members a hope of life, an opportunity of 
regaining what father Adam had lost by disobedience. 
All Ohristians recognize the redemptive work of Ohrist, 
but all do not see how far-reaching, how comprehensive, 
is the atonefnent effected by the great' sacrifice for sins. 
Ohristians in general hold the truth that the benefits of 
Ohrist's death are imputed to those who believe and act 
upon their belief, so as to seek harmony with God 
through the Savior. But undeniably the number of 
those \vho have believed in the Lord Jesus has been in
finitesimal as compared with the whole race. 

CONCERN FOR THE FUTURE NOT UNREASONABLE. 

:N aturally~ Christian minds are exercised upon this 
subject of what would become of those who do not now 
believe on the Lord, who cannot now believe on him; be
enust"' of infaney or lack of mental capacity-as with the 
idiot--or others who fail to obtain a knowledge of the 
only m~me given under heaven or amongst men whereby 
they must be saved-the great world of mankind in gen-



10 TIlt' De/;ates Contz'Jtaed. 

eral, called by the Jews, Gentiles, and by the Christians, 
heathen. The actions of different ~inds upon this sub
ject have yielded different answers, which have been re
flected in the various creeds of Christendom today. Tho 
answer of John Calvin was election-that God was pass
ing by the majority of Adam's children, and was merely, 
electing or choosing a few. The answer of John vVesley 
was that he did not see how the heathen had been or could 
be benefited, but that he took for granted that God in 
some way' was dealing with all, and that the hea then 
would have a fair chance and a fair representation in the 
future life. The ans,Yer of others has been and is that 
the whole subject is complex, confused, and that they can
not understand the conflicting teachings of tho Scrip
tures ~n election and free grace, SOHle pnssages seeming 
to speak most positively of the election and tho very elect 
and the making our calling and election sure, and de
claring that no man can come unto the Father except 
through the Son, and that no man can come to the Son 
except the Father draw him; while other passages declare 
that whosoever will may come and take of the water of 
life freely. 

The mistake made by these searchers after Truth has 
been that they leaned too much to their own understand
ing, and sought and taught their own wisdom rather than 
the "\visdom of God as revealed in his VV ord. Further
more, it is possible that God permitted a great deal of 
ignorance respecting his plan until the present time, the 
harvest time, the time when the mystery of God, we arc 
told, will be finished at the sounding of the seventh 
trumpet. (Rev. 10: 7.) In any event those who do now 
see the VV ord of the Lord harmoniously have a. grea t bless
ing and a great joy, inspiring still greater confidence 
than ever before in God's Word, in the character of God 
and in the fulfilment of all the exceeding great and pre
cious promises of his VV ord. 

Our text bids us beware of measuring the divine char
acter, the divine plan and method by human standards; 
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it cautions u~ to take close heed to tlte directIon of the 
Lord's Word if 'Ne would understand his plan. It is in 
i,ull agreement with the statement of the Apostle (1 001'. 
2: 4-8), that the I-,ord's ministers are not to expect that 
their message shall be with words that will entice the 
world and be in accord with the wisdom of this world. 
but that we are to seek for lmd to present in the name 
oi the Lord the wisdom which cometh from above. Vl c 
are not, therefore, to inquire what do the majority think 
1'8specting the questions we are discussing. vVe well 
know that all the various theories of men, purporting to 
be the plans of the Almir.s-hty, are terrible for their cru
elty, injustice, superstition. The various creeds of Ohris
endom and of heathendom have taken the forms of the 
molds in which they were cast-the depraved judgments 
of fallen men. We rejoice that God's methods are differ
ent, that God's plans are different-not lower but higher, 
as our text declares-as much higher as the heavens are 
above the earth. 

GOD'S PLAN REPRESENTS HIS CHARACTER. 

I~ooking into the Word of God from this standpoint, 
expecting the divine plan to be nobler and grander than 
that of fallen humanity and of Satan, the great deceiver, 
we do find what we seek. \Ve find that the heavenly plan 
shows TIS that the reason the Lord has not in the past, 
and does not now, exert his great power for the restraint 
of evil, and to cause the knowledge of the Savior to reach 
every creature, and thus to give every creature a ful1 
chance of obtaining salvation through faith, is that his 
plan is broader and deeper and higher than this. lIe 
8ho\vs us that he is now electing a peculiar class, in all 
but a "little ilock," to be joint-heirs with the Redeemer 
in the great work of blessing and restitution. (Acts 
3: 19-21.) He shows us that the world in general is get- > 

ting lessons of experience with sin-learning sOlnething 
of its exceeding sinfulness and the bitterness of its every 
fruit lIe shows that these will be to their advantage in 
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the future, when they shall be brought to an experimen
tal knowledge of the blessings of righteousness, and that 
by possessing this knowledge mankind will be the better 
prepa'l'ed to choose righteousness and obedience and thus 
to choose ever lasting life through Ohrist. 

ELECTION PRECEDES FREE GRACE. 

The Scriptures show us, too, that the call of the 
Ohurch "to be partakers of < the divine nature," and shar
ers of the Kingdom is not hindered, but advantaged by 
the permission of evil in the present time: that evil now 
serves to discipline, chasten, fit, prepare, polish the "liv
ing stones" of the future glorious temple f Jr the various 
positions they are then to occupy in the divine service
the blessing of all the families of the earth according to 
the original promise. (Gal. 3 :16, 29.) They show us, 
too, that this election at the present time of the little 
flock means, not the relegation of the r€mainder of man
kind, the non-elect, to torment, but, on the contrary, the 
blessing of the non-elect; and that this blessing win 
come as soon as theOhurch shall be complete and glori
fied, which will be in conjunction with the establishment 
of the glorious Kingdom of Messiah, for which the Lord's 
people have been praying, as -waught by the Master, "Thy 
Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is done 
in heaven." 

Then will come the free grace-every creature small 
and gr"lat shall be caused to know of the love of God 
and the mercy which he has provided for all in and 
through the Lord Jesus. Then the river of the water of 
life will flow freely from the glprified Ohurch, the New 
Jerusalem, and all will be invited to partake of it-"who
soever will, may take of the water of life freely." The 
Scriptures show us that the very class which will then 
invite the world to the water of life will be the glorified 
Church, the Bride, co-operating with the Spirit, the 
power of God, for is it not written, "The Spirit and the 
Bride shall say Come, an.d whosoever will may come and 
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take of the water of life freely" ~ But now we must w~it, 
because as yet there is no Bride; she is in process of se
lection. It is ours to enjoy present privilges and to make 
our calling and election sure to a place in that Bride 
class, by faithfulness to our call and consecration. 

"THE PREACHER THAT HATH A DREAM LET HIM TELL IT, 

BUT HE THAT HATH MY WORD, LET HIM SPEAK 

MY WORD FAITHFULLY" -JER. 23:28-32 

(A2) This no doubt expresses Brother Eaton's view 
of the matter: when a man does not see a thing him
self he is very apt to conclude that nobody else sees it; 
but we totally disagree on this point, and assert that the 
Scriptures do most positively teach a future probation. 
Let us examine a few of the many Scriptures applicable 
to this point, beginning back with the promise made to 
Abraham that in his seed all the families of the earth 
should be blessed. Take the Apostle Paul's interpreta
tion of this, namely, that Christ and the Church are the 
seed of Abraham. Note what the Scriptures say respect
ing the way in which the world will be blessed under tho 
l.Ellennial Kingdom-that then the knowledge of the 
Lord shan fill the whole earth as the waters cover the 
great deep, so that none shall need say unto his neigh
bor, Know thou the I .. ord, for all shall know him from 
the least even unto the greatest. (J er. 31: 34.) Is that 
promise fulfilled in the present time? Surely no sane 
person would so claim. 

If not tulfilled in the present time, has it been fulfilled 
in the past? Surely not! vVere there not forty cen
turies before our dear Redeemer came at all, and could 
the people of those forty centuries be blessed by him or 
by his redemptive work or by the preaching of the Gos
pel which he began to preach '? (Heb. 2: 3.) Surely not! 
and if not, then those promises are as true as ever, back
ed by the name and power and wisdom and justice and 
love of the Almighty Creator. That promise, then, is 
God's assurance of a future probation to the great mass 
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ot mankind-the hundreds of millions who have died 
without hearing of the only name given whereby they 
must be saved. 

We mIght mnltiply references did time peTmit. Take 
two more merely as a sample. Note the words of John 
1: 9, which declare Jesus to be "the true light which 
lighteneth every man coming into the world." Can any 
one reasonably claim that Jesus has enlightened the 
idiots, the heathen or the infants? Surely not t If, then, 
this be a true statement, that in the divine plan Jesus is 
to be the light to lighten every man, \vhen vyill it be ? 
Surely it must be a future el1lightenment; the one which 
is mentioned in the Scriptul'es,in which 0'..11' Lord is fig
uratively represented as the Sun of Righteousness which 
shall arise with healing in his beams. That Sun of 
Highteousness will rise in the Ivlillenllial mOTl1ing-that 
will be the Sun of the nc,v day, the Jubilee of earth. 

vVe are still in the time when darkness covers the earth 
and gross darkness the people. The light shines i:qto the 
hearts of only a few as yet, but God's tbat it 
shall enlighten all is a firm anchor to our faith that a 
probation will be gr2,nted to every member oi the race; 
-an 0PPOl'tunit,Y to choose between the light and the 
darkness, between harmony with God and sin. The oth
er proof which we offer at the present time is the Scrip
tural statement that now the Father is doing the draw
jng, and that he dral;vs only the elect (John 6: 44); and 
the further Scriptural statement that when in due time 
Christ shall be lifted up-when Head and body shall bo' 
glorified in the Kingdom-the Christ will draw all men 
unto him.-J ohn 12: 32. 

THIS IS NOT UNIVERSALISM. 

vVe do not mean to say that all men will come into a 
conditivll "\vhero they will be everlastingly saved. VV 0 

are not preaching' Universalism, but merely a universal 
opportunity which must be decided by each individual 
for himself, and which cannot be decided in the dark, in 
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ignmance-a decision in which knowledge of the Truth 
is a prerequisite. As the :Father now draws some who 
rejoice to yield their wills and to come into heart-har
mony with the present call to joint heirship with Ohrist, 
so likewise vvhen in due time Ohrist shall fulfill his 
promise, "I will draw all men unto me," it will still be 
opticnal with those drawn whether or not they will re
spond heartily. 

The power and authority of the Kingdom will be such 
that every knee must bow and every tongue confess, but 
this is not sufficient, and in order that they may have the 
eternal life at the close of the Millennium, it will be 
necessary that all shall come into heart-harmony with 
the J-,ord and all the principles of r~ghteousness. So, 
then, what Brother Eaton and others do not see yet, we 
hope they will be able to see soon; and meantime we re-

- joice that their inability to see does not in any wise 
make void the divine purpose, as our ccmtext declares, 
"My word that goeth out of my m0uth shall not return 
unto me void, but shall accomplish that which I please, 
and it shall prosper in the thil"lg whereto-I sent it." (Isa. 
55: 11.) It is now prosperi,.:g in the work of selecting 
the Church, the Bride, and by and by it will prosper in 
the w'OI'k of blessing all the families of the earth with a 
knowledge and opportunity through the glorified Ohrist. 

HOW THE HEATHEN ARE "WITHOUT"EXCUSE." 

(A3) Brother Eaton wholly misapprehends the Apostle 
Paul's argument in Rom. :r. and II. The Apostle's ar
gument is that God is not chargeable with any injustice 
done toward the degraded heathen; that it is their own 
fault that they arc so extremely degraded; that they are 
"withtlUt excuse" for being so degraded. lIe goes on to 
show what the Scriptures elsewhere point (,ut, that man 
was orig'inally in Gou's likeness, and that such great de
gradation as we see manifested in some of the hAathen 
peoples came about through disregard of the simplest 
,principles oi l'ighteommess, the laws of which were ~Q 
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tinctly written originally in man's very nature. What 
knowledge they did have of God did not exercise them 
properly. On the contrary, giving themselves over to" 
fleshly desires, which the light of nature taught them 
were improper, they became more and more bestial and 
degraded, and more and more obliterated the original 
lines of character which were perfect in our father Adam 
and measurably developed even in father Noah. The 
Apostle is not at all talking about the rejection of Ohrist 
by these heathen, for they had never heard of him, had 
never had the offer of salvation in any sense of the word; 
but, as he elsewhere declares, they were "without God, 
having no hope in the world" up to the time that some 
of them heard of the "only name given under heaven by 
which we must be saved," the "great salvation which be 
gan to be preached by our Lord."-----,Heb. 2: 3. 

o "FAITH IN HIS BLOOD" NECESSARY.-ROM. 3: 25. 

As forPauI's words to Oornelius: Again Brother 
Eaton seems to misapprehend the meaning of the record, 
which nei~her says nor means that Oornelius had previ
ously been saved, as a Gentile, because of his reverence, 
prayers and alms. On the contrary, the record clearly 
shows that this was the beginning of the extension of the 
Gospel, the divine favor, beyond the nation of Israel to 
those of all nations who were in the condition to be call
ed to the marriage supper as members of the Bride of 
Christ. Previously Oornelius, as well as all of the Gen
tiles, were "without God and without hope in the world," 
except what centered in the promise to Abraham, name
ly, that through his seed a blessing should ultimately 
come to all nations. The Kpostle Paul shows this clearly 
when reasoning upon the favors and advantages accord
ed to ihe Jews. He says, "What advantage then hath the 
Jew [over the Gentile]?" He answers, "Much every 
way, chiefly because to them were committed the oracles 
of God,"-the Law, its types and shadows, and the gra
cious promises sent through the prophets.-Rom. 3: 1. 
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Our Lord showed how distinctly this favor was toward 
the nation of Israel up to a certain time. At the be
ginning of his ministry he sent forth his disciples,com
missioning them to go only to the Jews, "to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel,'1 instructing them 
not to go to the Gentiles, nOl' even to the Samaritans. 
(Matt. 10: 5.) And even after Israel was nationally 
given up because of the rejection of the Messiah, divine 
favor and apostolic teaching 'Nas confined to the favored 
nation of Israel for three and a half years after the 
cross-up to the full end of their "seventy weeks" of 
promised special favor. (Dan. 9: 24.) Those seventy 
weeks had just ended at the time of Oornelius' conver
sion; the time had just come when the message of di
vine favor might go to the Gentiles, and therefore Gen
tiles'might be received into relationship with the Lord 
on the same terms as the Jews-faith and obedience
"the middle wall of partition" shutting them out of these 
privileges having been broken down.-Eph. 2: 14. 

It should be distinctly noted that the Apostle Peter' 
was surprised at being sent with the Gaspel to Oornelius~ 
and that it required a sPGcial revelation from the Lord 
to induce him to go. Furthermore, be it noted that the 
other believers were equally unprepared for this great 
change in the operation of divine favor, which permitted 
it to go to the Gentiles as well as to the J e'iVS, because 
Peter was called in question by a council of the other 
apostles and of the faithful in general to know why he 
had preached the Gospel to the Gentiles. Peter defended 
his course by showing that under the leadings of divine 
Providence he could have done nothing else, and all the 
brethren rejoiced then, considering this an evidence that 
the time had come for the call to divine favor to be ex
tended also to the Gen tiles. 

But note, further, that dthough it is written of Oor
nelius that he was a good man, that he prayed and that 
he gave much alms, etc.; nevertheless, he could not be 
saved by these vvorks-he could not be accepted of God 
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nor be begotten of t.he holy Spirit by rouson of the best 
of character am,d works. ,T ustification cuuld come to him 
enly by faith in Christ. "1'1182'e is none rigilteollS, no 
not one," J ev>'s or Gentiles; and hence none could com
mend himself to God nor be I.',Tanted the privileges of 
adoption and begetting of the holy Spirit. COTI18lillS, 
as well as every other one who experiences the great 
blessing of this age, must first of all be justified by faith 
in the precious blood. It was necessary, therefore, that 
Cornelius should be made acquainted with the great 
transaction at Calvary, and ,that he should recognize J c
sus as his Redeemer, before he could be justified or 
adopted. 

Hence it was that Peter was sent to preach to him; 
not to tell him that he was a mor~l man, for he was a 
moral man-not to tell him that he ought to pray, for 
he did pray-but to tdl him what he must believe,-tn 

give him a basistJi faith and thus a basis of justification. 
Cornelius could not have been saved without this knowl
edge in the only sense that there is any sah'ation during 
this Gospel age. He could not have received the beget
ting of the holy Spirit and entered into rdatio"1ship 
with God as a member of the Church of Christ, whieh is 
his body. This is the plain staternent of the matter as 
set forth in Acts 11: 14. The angel expressly told him 
the necessity for sending for Peter and the object of 
Peter's coming ;-that he would "speak unto thee words 
whereby thou and thy house shall be saved." 

Now, does it lie with any uninspired man to contra
dict this? And. all the facts of Scriptu1'e COllcur with 
this, that although Cornelius was civilized and Iroral, a 
good Gentile, he needed to hear about the blood of Ohrist 
and exercise faith in its efficacy before he' could be 
sa"ved; and yet it has been openly stated by Dr. Eaton, 
that other heathen' less advanced than Cornelius, both 
in civilization and morality-> could be saved with011t so 
much as hearing of the "only name given under heaven 
~x:~d~.m(:\J,lgst;meu, wherehy we must bt; 81f.veiL 
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4: 12.) Let us stand fast by the vVord of God. Those 
who do so will find it indeed a firm Ioundation for rea
sonable faith; those who are careless in the study of the 
V{ ord will make shipwreck of true raith, only to find 
themselves confused, bewildered, entangled by the philo
sophies and traditions of men. 

"FOR A WITNESS TO ALL NATIONS." 

(A4) Brother Eaton evidently realizes that the logic 
of his own argument is against him, and by this state-
ment he seeks to it. He perceives that if the 

without a of Ohrist, are subjects of 
cii vine gnwe, so that could be saved or lost upon the 
S9T0.G conditions 11S affect those 1Nho have a knowledge of 
Christ, then theTe could be no object in sending thom 
missionaries. \Ve .answer, that our Lord Jesus stated 
the of the p:reaching 01 the Gospel to be "for a 
witnlJss unto all nations." He had previously told bis 

not to go to the outside the Gentiles, 
but to confine their efforts to the Jews; but after his 
TGsurrectioIl he gc.,Y8 them to understand that this limita
tion of proaching to tbe' Jews only would expire, and 
that ultimately the message of the Kingdom, selecting the 
"littJo a witness in all the world) and 

the Gospel should be as Gandles set 
upon a caYldlestick, to shine in the dal"luwss all about " 
thein, to ""vitness" to the Truth and to honor the :E'ather 
in their vwrds and ceeds. 

The no\vhe1'e give 2" suggestion that the 
is on trial at tho p~,oesent time for life 

or death everlasting. True, there is a genCTal law of 
retl'ibutioll in nature under which whatever CI'Op a man 
sows he ,yill l"e2,p. "Whether this be a sowing of corrupt 
secd Ol' evil or of good seed, moral de ods and 

eu:h ,·:Jl bear a in the heart. Oon-
c<n.""", .. ,+I .... , whether the person ever heard of Ohrist or 
not he \vill 1'ocoi,/o a natul'al punishment in this life, 
vvholly outside of the eternal rewards ,vhich the Lord 
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11101'e directly dispenseso And this advantage or disadvan
tage will pass with him to the world to comoo 

N 0171 is the time for judgment 01' trial, or tosting or 
proving :fQl~ the Church. It is her day of judgment, and 
honce the Apostle says, "If we sin wilfully, after that we 
have received a knowledge of the Truth, thoro remaincth 
110 more a sacrifice for sins, but a fearful looking for"'Nard 
to judg'ment and fiery indignation \vhieh would devour 
us as adversaries." But as for the world, its day of 
judgment, trial, probation, testing, .is in the future, as 
8aith the Scriptures, "God hath appointed a day [Ju
ture] in the which he will [future] judge 'tho world in 
righteousness [giving to each one a fair, just, righteous 
opportunity for attaining life everlasting] through that 
man whom h'o hath ordained"-the Ohrist.-Acts 17: 31. 

THE WORLD'S TRIAL DAY, FUTURE. 

That judgment day of the world is the l'iI:illennial day, 
a thousand-year day; ;and before it opens God is prepar
ing the Okurch, the Bride of Ohrist, to be his associates 
not only on the thl'one as rulers of the world, but also 
as judges of the world, as the Apostle declares, "Kn~w 
ye not that the saints shall [future] judge the world?" 
Yes! we are glad that the world is to have a great judg
ment day, and that it will be a righteous judgment; all 
the conditions accessory to it will be fair, even handed
that mankind will have as favorable an opportuYlity for 
accepting righteousness and truth as of accepting un
r1ghteousness and error, which now are so greatly in the:: 
ascendant. 

IN eare glad, too, that during that judgment day Satan 
shall be bound that he may deceive the nations no more, 
u.1d that all the influences which maIm for righteousness 
will be let loose upon the world, that it may come to a 
knowledge of the Truth, and that all who do come into 
accord with the Lord may be restored in those "times of 
reatitution" of which 'all the holy prophets have spoken. 
-Acts 3; 19~21, 
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Surely if we had done all we could do in Ohristian 
lands, it would be fully in accord "'lith the Master's Spirit 
and Word that we should go from nation to nation and 
from people to people to give the message of his grace 
to all. But it is not consistent with his plan that we 
should neglect the better fields of Ohristendom to go to 
the other more ignorant fields of heathendom. ""Vhen we 
look about us in Ohristendom amongst those who have 
named the name of Christ, and behold great ignorance 
of the I,ord and of his IvV ord, great blindness re'spec ting 
his character ~~l1d his plan, we believe we are acting in 
line with the letter and spirit of the I,ord's instructions 
when we preach the Gospel to thClse still in great dark
ness, that peradventure fhe eyes of their understanding 
may be opened, that they may see .out of obscurity the 
grace of God, and thus be able to make their calling and 
election sure to a place in the Kingdom. 

GOD'S FUTURE PROVISIONS INFLUENCE HIS DEALINGS. 

These matters are not as though the heathen would 
never have the chance in the future, and therefore that 
the better opportunities amongst the civiliz@d should be 
neglected on their account. On the contrary, we should 
be co-workers\~ ith God; and since his work is declared 

. to be the selection of the "little iiock," this must be our 
work. The most, therefore, that we could hope to ac
complish now amongst the heathen would be to find here 
and there a hearing ear for the Gospel of the Kingdom, 
that here or there a fe"w might be found "meet for the 
inheritance of the saints in light;" but we believe that 
all who have had experience in this matter will agree 
with us that there are more opportunities amongst the 
civilized than amongst the heathen. 

All this is emphasized by the fact that we are no long
er in the sowing time, but dispenc;ationally have reached 
the reaping time, "the haTvest" ,of this age. Very soon 
great and omnipotent forces "will be at work p'lowing and 
sowing for the great restitution blessings and develop-
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ments of the :1iil1ennial age, the "times of restitution of 
all things." But now is the time f 01' thc~ gathering of 
the "wheat," the fruitage of the past so\ving; now is the 
hme fOT the ripening of the LOTa's people, of the "wheat" 
class, and gathering them into the barn; and those 'who 
understand this will understand the necessity 1'01' labor
ing where the "wheat" is rather than where no sowing 
or Ii ttle sowing has been done. 

ETERNAL DEATH IS ::~WT ETERNAL DYING. 

We come now to Brother Eaton's second propositi0n 
(B) respecting Eternal Death. 'vVe agree with the first 
feature (Bl), that the term "everlasting punishment" 
of Matt. 25: 46 is the same represented in the Lake of 
Fire and Brimstone of Rev. 20: 10; 21: 8; :md that the 
general name of this catastrophe is specifically given as 
the "Second Death." To us there seems no reasonable 
question as to whether or not the Second Dc.-ath means 
future life 01' annihilation, The word death itself stands 
for the opp@site of life. The "punishment," "the wages 
of sin, i5 death." (Rom. 6: 23.) 'vVil£ul sinners, after 
having a full and fair opportunity, will expcrience this 
wage or punishment, which 'will be everlasting. There 
will be no resurrection from the Sccond Death, no resto
ration in any sense or manner. It is a finality. 

This is called the Second Death in contradistinction to 
the first death. The :first death '\vas a death of the soul 
-"The soul that sinncth, it shall die." (Eze. 18: 4.) 

. "Death passed upon all by one man's disobedience." 
(Rom. 5: 12.) That first death, sometimes called the 
Adamic death, which has laid hold upon the entire human 
family and has bo:me its victims down to the tomb for 
six thousand years-that first death was a total extinc
tion of being, and ,vould have been everlasting, had it not 
been for the redemption accomplished by our Lord J e
sus. By the grace of God he died for us-"tasted death 
for every man." Thus the first 01' Adamic death was an
!lulled and turned into Ii!>, "sleep/' until the Millen:oial 
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morn of wal(ing. Some of mankind have slept for a 
longer and some for a shorter period of time, father 
Adam for more than 5,000 years. The great awakening 
time will corne when the night of sin and dying shall 
give place to the morning of resurrection and living 
again. 

THE MORNING OF JOY COMETH. 

This glorious ],'Iillonnial morning is prominently held 
out before us in the Vlord of God as the grand climax 
of the divine plan of redemption "from the power of the 
grave." Of the Ohurch it is written, "The Lorcl "will help 
her early in tho morning." (Psa. 46: 5.) And again, 
speaking of the wholo world of mankind, the Prophet de
clares, "'vV ceping' may endure for a night, but joy com
eth in the morning." 

Some may query that if GJd had mercy upon the race 
so as to redeem us from the Adamic sentence, and turn 
it into a sleep from which tho"re will be a glorious morn 
of avvakening to forgiveness, and blessed opportunities for 
return to divine :favo-:.·, then possibly there will be also 
a redemption from the Second Death, and thus another 
opportunity gnmtecl to those who sin wilfully against 
light, knowledge, etc. 'vVe answer, No! The Scriptures 
are most positive upon this point. "Ohrist dieth no 
more, death hath no more dominion over him." Those 
who die the Second Death shall be "punished with an 
everlasting destruction," "be destroyed without remedy," 
perpetually; they "shall be as though they had not been." 

(132) We agree that the word death, like any other 
"'YOI'd, may be used in a figurative sense, and that it is 
used so at times. Nevertheless the primary intrinsic mean
ing of the ,vord de~th is the cessation of life, non-exist;
ence; and therefOl'c whenever the word is used figurative
ly this thought of utter extinction and cessation goes 
,vith it. 

Brother Eaton remarks that the unregenerate are a1-
,vaJ7s spoken of in the Bible as dead. Yes, we answer. 
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The Scriptures declare that the Adamic death sentence 
. holds over every individual of the human family unless 
or until he accepts of Ohrist. The Scriptures consistent
ly teach everywhere that "the wages of sin is death;" that 
wage is charged up against every member of our race, 
but "the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Ohrist" 
our Lord." The meaning is clear, namely, that none of 
those under sentence of death can have eternal life un
less they come into relationship with Jesus, the only 
I.ifegiver. Hence the wicked can never get life. The 
gift of God, eternal Efe, is only for those who come into 
accord with him through Ohrist. Others are deprived 

" of this boon, and the wage of sin, death, rests upon them 
and will never be lifted: hence they cannot suffer, but 
wnl "be as though they had not been." Another Scrip
ture quite to the point is, "He that hath the Son hath 
life, and he that hath not the Son hath not life, but the 
wrath of God [the curse-death] abideth on him."-
1 John 5: 12. . 

"A LUDICROUS INTERPRETATION." 

Brother Eaton gives rather a ludicrous interpretation 
to our Lord's words to the young man who proposed be
coming a disciple at some future time, after his father's 
d@ath. Our Lord said to him, "Let the dead bury their 
dead, but go thou and preach the Kingdom of God." 
(Luke 9: 59,60.) Brother Eaton says he understands 
this to mean, "Let the spiritually dead bury those who arc 
physically dead." vVe wonder whether Brother "Eaton 
as a public minister has ever buried any of the physical
ly dead, and whether therefore he considers himself 
spiritually dead, because he did so. His interpretation is 
extremely ludicrous, surely. vVe do not wish to inti
mate that the gentleman is deficient in mental acumen, 
for he is a brilliant man. We do Vvish you all, how
ever, to notice the didiculties and inconsistenc~ies with 
which enoneOllS theories entangle their holders. The 
text in question. is very simple, very plain from the 
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Scriptural standpoint and from no other. The Lord 
meant that the ;young man who believed on him and was 
desirous of being his disciple should consider himself as 
figuratively risen from the dead-as no longer one of 
thase dead in trespasses and sins, but as one who had 
laid hold upon the Life-giver and now, as a branch in 
the vine, was drawing life and sustenance from Christ. 
!His father not being thus united to the Life-giver, but 
still a member of the Adamic race, still therefore under 
the curse of death a:J the \:'ages of sin, would find plenty 
of others similarly dead in Adam to peTform the neces
sary services down to the very last. Our Lord's sug
gestion, therefore, to the young man meant that he as 
one figuratively risen from the dead ano alive through 
faith in Christ, and hoping to have that life perfected 
in the First. Resurrection, should live and act in all 
the affairs' of life from this nevI' standpoint. Similarly 
the words, "Awake thou that sleepest and arise from-the 
dead," signify that anyone of the condemned world who 
would have the hearing' ear and who would respond, 
might be counted as obtaining life through faith in 
Christ-as beginning the new life, which will be perfect
ed in the First Resurrection. The rema~nder, such as 
have not accepted Christ, are still in their sins, still uu
del' the penalty of their sins-"Dead in trespasses and in 
sin." 

(B3) We must wholly disagree with this statement, 
G and again point out that the death. of the soul is the very 

thing that .is mentioned in the Scriptures as the penalty 
for sin: "The soul that sinneth, it shall die;" "God is able 
to destroy both soul and body in Gehenna:'-the Second 
Death. . 

A FREE OFFER OF A TREATISE ON THE RICH MAN AND 

LAZARUS. 

(B4) We had hoped that Brother Eaton by this time 
had seen the true meaning of the parable of the Rich 
Man and Lazarus, but it seems not so. We have not the 
opportunity here of dealing with this pal' able, but :re-
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mind you that we have a free pamphlet dealing with it 
and kindred topics, to which you arc all quite 'Vo1C01110, 

nnd '.vhieh we believe vvill be found helpful to every earn
est seeker after Truth on this subject, as it is presented 
to us in the Scriptures. 

(B5) \Ve agree to this statement that death is the 
absence of life. And when the word death is used in a 
ngura tive sense it signifies the absence or destruction of 
that -figurative life. 

(EG) \Ve cannot avoid a certain measure of sym
pathy for our Brother in these confus:xl and ccnfusing 
statelllentso He first SOJTS that eternal life is "not im

" and in the se.me sentcmco declares "therefore 
\ye are immortal." "Ve agree and disagl'ce as fonows: 
Everlasting or eternal life simply a life which 
may last Imever, witholJ_t indicating wby or hovv it shall 
be perpetuated. Thus Adam had cvcl'lasting li~e before 
he sinned, but forfeited it by disobedience to God. Satan 
had everlasting life-a life which God was pleased to 
1-:1aintain and continue forever upon certain conditioJls, 
and a life "'\vhich God has not yet cut short, alLhongh the 
conditions of obedience have been vlolJ.tccl-a lire, how
ever, which the in:fonYl us ',vill terminate. TJ-13 
Tecord if) that Satan shall be Ciwt into the I~ake of Fire 
[symboEc of destruction J, whi.ch is the Second Death; 
and again the Teccrd is that "Fel' tbis pl~rpcse Christ 
vms rc.anifested, that he destroy death and him 
that hath tho power of that is the devil."-Heb. 
2: 14. 

The death mentioned In this last text is thc Adamic 
death, \vhich is to be m; a result of Ohrist's 

wOTk and :hie; I[illgdom reign and the resti
tution work whieh it \Nil] aeeomp1ish 10r all v.rho will 
COlYle lnto harmony with IJ1'll: as ,ays the Apostle, "He 
mnst Tcign nntil he 811(:]1 10.'18 put ~<~l 8no:;:D.ies under his 
feet rint() subjectionl ; tlw bco.t CJl8my to be destroyed is 
death"---Adurnic c;eath--not the Second Death, which is 
t~ last andErmIl which there will be no awaken-
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ing or resurrection. Thus we see that lasting life is life 
which may last perpetually in accord v{ith the divinear
rangements, support~d and supplied by divine power. 

IMMORTALITY, THE DIVINE ATTRIBUTE, ONLY FOR THE VERY 

ELECT. OTHERS MAY GAIN EVERLASTiNG LIFE. 

Now let us consider the word immortality. It is a. 
much higher an.d much stronger ·word. It signifies to 
be death-proof, to he incapable of destruction. ];leIl co1'·
tainly have not been incap2cble of as the 
whole history of the ,past six thousand yc~U's cienlcnstrs.tes. 
uThou turnest man to destr'J.ction." (PS'l. 90: 3.) Nor 
"lill the revival of man's life in the Millennial age l-n.akn 
him immortal or incapable of lor again the 
Scriptures declare speaking of the Second Death, "They 
that v7ill' not hear [obey 1 that Prophet, sha 11 be cut off 
from amongst the people."-jl>-cts 3: 23. 

Neither can it be that the aro immortal- or 
proof ags.inst death, destruction, if the CI'CatOl' for any 
reason should deem them unworthy of the continuance 
of the grace of life; for Satan was one of the 
ene of the chief of them, and we have the cleaT r;:~cord, 
as we haye already se8n~ that he is to be Then. 
all failing to maintain their proper \vith God 
would be subjects for destruction. III VlC'vV of this it 
does not surprise us to find tho statement that 
"God alone has d'.velling in light which no 
man can approach unto." (2 Tim. 6: 16.) };rcither does 
it surprise us to find that this quality of immortality was 
bestowed upon our Lord J OSlo.S aiter he had demonstrated 
his loyalty to the :Father by the gTcatcst of all tests, his 
"obedience unto death, even the death of the cross." 
It is written, "As the Father h8.th life in him~,8l:f 

[inherent immortality J, so l"lath he gi'lcn unto the Son 
to have life in hims~lf [inherent life, immortality J," 
and that he should give this liiG unto whOIllsoever he 
would.-J ohn 5: 26. 

vVe are indeed surprised when we le'arn that those to 
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whom the Lord proposes to give the immortality were 
once "children of wrath, even as others," of the human 
family, but who have accepted God's grace in Christ and 
have become followers in the steps of their Redeemer. 
The Apostle corroborates this testimony, and in explain
ing the first resurrection (1 Cor. 15: 42-44, 51-54) shows. 
lIS clearly that the reward of the overcomers, the body of 
Christ, the "Bride of Christ," will consist in p~rt of their 
being made immortal. Hence he exhorts us to make 
our calling and election sure, seeking "for glory, honor 
and immortality." Immortality. therefore, is the pecu
liar possession of the divine nature-far above that of 
angels, principalitios and po,>vers, and every name that is 
named. And so the Apostle Peter points out to the 
Church now bGing called and chosen, that God has "given 
unto us exceeding great and precious promises, that we 
might become partakers of the divine nature"-of im
mortality.-2 Pet. 1: 4 .. 

WRESTING OF WORDS FROM THEIR TRUE MEANING IS DAN

GERous' CONFUSING, BLINDING. 

(B7) Brother Eaton's· gcmeral confusion on the sub
ject of life and death, and his failure to hold to his own 
premises that death is the absence of life, the opposite 
of life, continues to get him into mental confusion and 
difficulty, and les.ds him to make woefully absurd state
ments, which he would have preferred to avoid. 
vVe urge upon him, and upon the many who are similar
ly confused by ul1scriptural definitions based upon hu
man theories and traditions, to leave the confusing er
rors, a~d ~o lay hold upon the plain, simple statements 
of life and death as set forth in the Bible. The con
ditions of life eternal are not heathenish ignorance of 
God, but to attain that life means to come to a knowl
edge of God and of Jesus Christ whom he hath sent. The 
Second Death will be the utter S?xtinction of being, as 
already pointed out. It will indeed be an eternal ab
sence or negation of any power or privilege of communi-
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cation with God or with spiritual life or righteousness or 

peace or joy or hope, etc.; but for the same reasons it 

will be the absence of all other sentiments and ieeJings. 
WIhey shall be as though they had not been;" To bo 

blotted out of existence is of itself a terrible penalty-

a great loss-tho loss of all the glorious thing5 which are 
the rewards of obedience to God. 

GOD'S WORD 'REASONABLE AND CONSISTENT. 

(BB) Tho failing is not with God or with God's 
vVo'rd, but v7ith those who neglect the study of the Scrip
tures, or who, studying them, look upon every passage 
through the distorted glasses smoked with the ignorance 
and of the dark r:ges. God has told us 
of his intention to annihilate the vvid::ed; he has used 
over and over again the most positive and emphatic lan-' 
guage, " '(blot out," " "destruction," to in-
dicate this, anD' additionally in language has 
used the strongest known to the human mind, 
namely, ":6.1'e and briDstone," a mixture which the whole 
\vorld has agl'eed is the most to evc~'y form of life 
within the rnnge of hu:man knowledge. The difficulty is 
with the n:inds of me:a; they bwe fo.!'med conception's of 
the and his pu:::poses which a:CQ ul1tl'ue, such 
as they would be asha"!lled to h3.ve to themselves; 
and under the of these mental delusions and 
halh::cinations, conjured in the dark ages and fastened 
upon the minds in infancy as being the teachings of 
God's vVord, they havo made all these words which 
nHy destnlcticn and annihilation, a total obliteration, to 
mea.n, tho very reverse-preserve, consciousness, etc. Vvho 

VI ho are so blinded? No wonder the 
to the 1"ord for the early Ohurch, that 

have athe eyes of their understanding opel~.

ed, that they might comprehend with all saints the 
lengths and breadths and and depths of the love 
of God which IZllo'\vledge,"-Eph. 3: 19. 
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THE GREAT APOSTLE PAUL WAS ONCE AN OPPOSER AND A 

PERSECUTOR. 

(R9) This last proposition shows that our Brotller's 
case is not a hopeless one, that he does see the reason
ableness of the very proposition which the Scriptures 
outline, and that he acknowledges that it would be the 
n:ost desirable in his own judgment. ItVe pl'ay for 
the of the shackles of eITo::: vlhich hitherto have 

him, and hindering his cleaT conception of 
the divi:no Ch2.1'acter and the great and wcnde:::.-ful pI all. 

of God, 8.3 the heavens a:re higher than tho earth, 
are so much higher than our natural ways and thoughts, 
as declm.'ed i::'l Oli.r text. Yea, we pTay this for all "Is
raelites indeed," with the assurance that our prayers and 
our labors shall be answered. 

* * 
" Tell the whole world these blessed tidings; 

Speak of the time of rest that nears: 
He who was slain on Calvary's mountz-in 

Soon is to reign a thousand years. 

" What if the clouds do for a moment 
Hide the blue s~-q where morn appears? 

Soon the glad sun of promise given 
Rises to shilie a thousand years .. 

" A thousand years! Earth's coming gloPJ! 
'Tis the glad day so long [.'JYctolct; 

'Tis the bright morn of Zion's gloPJ, 
Prophets foresaw b times of old." 

FURTI{ER the chamcter of the coming deliverance of 
creation, wl~2.t is signified by its deliverance from the 

corruption, will be· sent free upon application. 
\Vrlte to us at once if you feel a hunger aDd thirst for the bread of. 

life, and ,vater of life; for Luke 12:37 is now being fulfilled, and you 
may share the blessing. 
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God, under Christ, \"\'ho, by bis death and resurrecticcn, be
came Lord both of the dead and of the riving (Rom. I4:9); 
and to assist those 'who are striving to make sure their call
ing and election to a place in that Kingdom (2 Pet. 
:I: w, II) by being cOllformed to the image of Goel's dear 
Son (Rom. 8: from glory to glory of character 
by the spirit of the Lord.-z Cor. 3: 18. 
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" It is impossible to read this book without loving the 
writer and pondering his wonderfiJI solution of the great 
mvsteries that have troubled us all our lives. There is hard
ly' a family to be found that has not lost some loved one 
who died outside the Church--outside the plan of sal vation? 
and, if Calvinism be true, outside of all hope and inside of 
eternal torment and despair. We smother our and 
turn away from the horrible picture. "We dare not deny 
the faith of our fathers, and yet can it be possible that the 
good mother and her wandering. chad are forever sepa
rated ?--forever and forever? 

'( I believe it,is tbe rigidity of these teachings that makes 
atheists and infidels and skeptics-makes Christians unhap
py and brings their gray hairs down in sorrow to the grave 
-a lost child, a lost soul! * * * * 

" This wonderful book makes no assertions that are not 
well sustained by the Scriptures. It is lmilt up stone by 
stone, and upon every stone is the text, and it becomes a 
pyramid of God's love, and mercy, and wisdom. There 
is nothing jn the Bible th~ .... t the author denies or douJ)ts, 
\)ut there are many texts u}')on which he throws ,J flood of 
light that dispels many dark and gloomy I 
sec that editors of leading journals, and many 
ministers of different denominations, have indm';;ed it and 
have confessed to this new and. comJorting light thatli.as. 
dawned upon the interpretation of Cod's book. Tllen let 
every man read and ponder and take comfort, for Ti'C are all 
prisoners of hope. This is an age of advanced thought,. 
and more thinking is done than ever be{orc---men daro 
to think now. Light--more light, is the watclnvoTCl. 11 
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