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CHRIST'S DEATH
ONE PROBATION OR TRIAL
FOR LIFE EVERLASTING
TO EVERY MAN.

(REPRINTED FROM THE PITTSBURGH GAZETTE, DEC. 7, 1903.)

ASTOR C. T. RUSSELL addressed a full and attentive
house yesterday as usual, at Bible House Chapel, Alle-
gheny. His text and address follow :—

“My plans are not your plans, neither ave your methods my meth-
ods, saith the Lord. [For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so
are my methods kigher than your methods, and my plans than your
plans.”’—Isa. 558, 9.

Doubtless you will all be surprised to know that to-
day’s service is to be in the nature of a continuation of
the debates which closed in Carnegie Hall, Allegheny,
a month ago.*¥

Dr. E. L. Eaton, Pastor of the North Avenue M. E.
Church, is present before you this afternoon representa-
tively. I hold in my hand a copy of a letter written four
days after the elosing debate at Carnegie Hall, to a
minister, who in turn read it to a congregation at Du-
quesne, Pa., on the Sunday following the close of the
debates. The letter is therefore not to be considered a

*The reports of the six debates appeared as a special issue of the
Littsburgh Gazette, which we can supply at 2c. each, postpaid ; or 50
or more copies by express at Ic, each.
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private one. Indeed the utteraunces of public men on
public questions are never to be considered as private.

The letter is doubly interesting,” proving, as it does,
first that the debates awakened thought and study and
inquiry on the part of at least some of the ministers of
this vicinity; and second, in that it clearly indicates
that Dr. Eaton’s views have been considerably modified
on two important subjects—future probation and the
wages of sin. You will be surprised by some of the
gentleman’s candid avowals. We will proceed to dis-
cuss the difficulties which seem to trouble him, hoping
thereby to meet and to answer difficulties which may be
troubling other comscientious souls. We will read the
letter as a whole, and then take it up for critical exami-
nation by sections. To facilitate this, we have number-
ed Dr. Eaton’s statements by paragraphs. The letter
reads :—

REV. E. L. EATON’S STATEMENT,
“Dear Brother:—

“TI thank you for your kind letter. You discuss two
important propositions—Probation after Death; and
Eternal Death.

(A1) “Concerning the first: God will give all his
creatures a fair chance; if they have not a fair chance
in this life, he will provide them a fair chance some--
where and sometime. But it is to be rémembered that
he is the one who decides whether they have a fair
chance in this life or not. It is impossible for us to
say. I prefer to leave that question with him. Now-—
if the heathen, idiots and children do not have a fair
chance in this life (as it seems they ‘do not), and if they
need a probation, or if a probation is necessary for them
in Ged’s plan, then he surely will provids one.

(A2) “All 1 know about it (and all any cne knows
about it), is that if God intends to give anybody a pro-
bation after this life, he has not informed us of it.

(A3) “Paul tells us in the ist and 2d chapters of
Romans, that the heathen have g0 much light that ‘they
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are without excuse’; and Peter told Cornelius, ‘I now
perceive that God is no respecter of persons; but that
in every nation he that feareth him and worketh right-
eousness 1s accepted with him. Those texts seem to me
to teach that all the adult heathen in the world have
light enough to be saved if they will.

(A4) “Then why send missionaries? Because our
Lord commanded us to ‘Go)

(B1) “Your other question concerns Etermal Death.
In Matt. 25:46, it is called Fiverlasting Punishment; in
" Rev. 20: 10, it is called the Lake ¢f TFire and Brimstone,
in which the teast, the false prophet and the devil were
tormented day and night for ever and ever. In Rev.
21: 8, we are told that murderers and fornicators and sor-
cerers, ete., shall have their part also in the same Lake
of Fire and Brimstcene, to be treated in the same fashion
as the beast and the devil. It is also s2id in this last
verse quoted, that ‘this is the Second Death.” Now the
questicn 1s whether “the Second Death’ means a state
of conscious existence and suffering or annihilation.

(B2) “That it does not miean annihilation is evident
from these facts:— v

“The word death does not necessarily mean annihilation.
The tnregenerate are always spoken of in the Bible as
dead. ‘Let the dead bury their dead,” which I take it
means, Let those who are spiritually dead, bury those
who are physically dead. ‘Awake, thou that sleepest,
and arise from the dead” ‘Dead in trespasses and in
sing. )

(B3) “Now if death does not ever mean annihilation
when spoken of the soul, why should we conclude that the
‘Second Death’ does necessarily mean annihilation?

(B4) “The Second Death, I take it, is similar to and
but a continunation of the experiences of the Rich Man
in Hades, which the American revision tells us was ‘an-
guish’—that is soul torture, not physical torture—re-
grets, remorse, stinging remembrances—‘Son, remember,’
ete.



6 The Debates Conlz"/mga".

(B5) “Death is defined as ‘the absence of that life to
which it stands opposed.” Physical death is the absence or
negation of physical life; spiritual death is the negation
or absence of spiritual life; eternal death is the negation
or absence of eternal life. , ‘

(B6) “Now then, what is eternal life? Certainly not
immortality, for we inherit a ‘living soul,” a soul whose
nature it is ‘to live’ and in that sense therefore we are
immortal. Immortality is not a gift conditioned upon
faith in Christ. It is the inheritance and common prop--
erty of the human race. Even demons are immortal;
multitudes of beings, both human and satanic, are im-
mortal. But they have not eternal life. That is con-
" ditioned upon faith in Christ. Those who have not

faith in Christ as the Savior have not eternal life. There-
“fore the negation or absence of eternal life is eternal
death. ‘The wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is
eternal life.” Here eternal life stands over against eternal
death, but it is simply called death.

(B7) ¢ Now, when we inquire what life is, and learn
that life is always communication with our surroundings
—correspondence with environment, and that therefore
eternal life is correspondence with our spiritual environ-
ment, or, as Jesus defined it—‘To know God and Jesus
Christ whom he hath sent™—then it follows that eternal
death, ‘the Second Death,” is the eternal absence or ne-
gation of any power or privilege of communication with
God—regret, remorse, anguish, bitter remembrances;
spiritual life, righteousness, peace, joy, hope, love, all
gone forever out of the soul; that it is—all that—to sink
into the awful night of the ‘Second Death’; that it is—
all that—to go into eternal death.

(B8) “This secems to be the state of the case so far
as the Word of the Lord reveals the Divine purpose. If
God intends to annihilate the lost soul at some - far-off
period of eternity, he has not told us so.

(B9) “It may be the legitimate result of sin to work
the soul’s entire overthrow—to cause the soul to degener-
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ate until it is utterly extinguished. TFor myself I hearti-
ly hope that such will be the final outcome of incorrigible
and apostate souls; but if so, we are not informed; and
fer the present, we must declare only what God hath
been pleased to reveal. Beyond that we are not author-
ized to give public utterance when preaching the Gospel.
It would please me if you thought it worth while to let
me know how far these sentiments coincide with your
own. Fraternally yours,
“E L. EaTon.”

PASTOR RUSSELL COMMENDS WHAT HE CAN.

It is not surprising that a bright, strong mind like
aat of Dr. Eaton should not at once get clear of the
difficulties which have enshrouded these subjects for
more than fifteen genturies. It is a mark of great prog-
ress to note in the above that the gentleman has been.
touched with the Truth, and that the only difficulties re-
maining are mental entanglements with the theories of
the dark ages, which ke erroneously fancies to be the
teachings of the Wozrd of God. We were once in the same
condition, and ecan appreciate the situation thoroughly.
It is certainly a long step in the right direction to have
the gentleman’s assurances of the first paragraph, that if
the heathen, idiots and children do not have a fair chance
in this life, and if they need a probation, God will sure-
ly provide one. It is a further strong admission that, in
Dr. Eaton’s judgment, it seems that these, who consti-
tute so large a proportion of humanity, seem not to have
had a fair chance or probation in this life.

The last paragraph also is encouraging. The gentle-
man’s large heart properly rebels against the ungodly,
unscriptural, satanic teaching that all who do ndt secure
divine favor in this present life will experience an eterni-
ty of suffering—torture. We draw attention to the
gentleman’s words to the effect that he is not informed
respecting the final outcome of the incorrigible, We
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hope that he will give the subject still further Seriptural
investigation, and become thoroughly informed as to
what is therein written on the subject. We agree
with his words, “for the present we must declare only
what God has been pleased to reveal.” It is because,
therefore, God has mot yet revealed to Brother Eaton,
that he is not yet ready to speak forth—as it 3 because
God has caused us to know something of the lengths and
breadths and heights and depths of his love and gracious
plan of salvation, that we can and do declare most posi-
tively the divine plan in respect to the heathen, ete.;
that “God will have all men to be saved [from destruc-
tion, from the grave] and come to a knowledge of the
truth . . . to be testified in due time.” (1 Tim. 2:4-6.)
Tt is because God does clearly reveal it,that we can declare
with assurance that “all the wicked will he destroy” (Psa.
145: 20), and that “they shall be punished with everlast-
ing destruction” and not with everlasting torture, either
mental or physical.—2 Thess. 1: 9.

Let us now take up Dr. Eaton’s statements seriatim.
The first proposition respecting Probation after Death,
we indicate by the letter “A,” the second proposition on
Eternal Death by the letter “B.”

NO SCRIPTURE LIMITS PROBATION TO PRESENT LIFE,

(A1) We agree most heartily with this statement,
that it is not for us to decide respecting the divine plan
and to tell the Almighty what he shall do and what he
shall not do for us and for all. Tt is for us rather to be
“swift to hear and slow to speak.” But what do we hear
as we hearken to the voice of the Lcerd through his
Word? We hear that which is in full accord with all the
facts as we see them about us every day, and as we read
them in history, namely, that there was a chance given
to father Adam and mother Eve in Eden, and that they
lost that chance by disobedience, and that the penalty for
that disobedience was death, which affected not only
themselves mentally, morally and physically, but also af-
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{ected their as yet umborn posterity, not miraculously,
not theoretically, but in a natural way—the degeneracy
of the parent necessarily implying the degenerdey of the
offspring, because the stream cannot rise higher *han its
fountain. Thus the Secriptures declare in figurative
language that the “fathers ate a sour grape [of sin] and
that the children’s teeth are set on edge.” (Jer. 31:29.)
And in plain language the Apostle declares—“By one
man’s disobedience sin entered into the world and death
as the result of sin, and so death passed upon all men
because all are sinners”—“born in sin and shapen in in-
iquity; in sin did my mother conceive me.”-—Rom. 5:12;
Psa. 51:5. ‘

As this curse included every member of the human
family, there was not a member of the race able to re-
deem his brother or to give to God a ransom for him.
(Psa. 49:7.) But in due time divine mercy and clem-
ency operated toward the condemned and smitten race to
provide for its members a hope of life, an opportunity of
regaining what father Adam had lost by disobedience.
All Christians recognize the redemptive work of Christ,
but all do not see how far-reaching, how comprehensive,
is the atonement effected by the great sacrifice for sins.
Christians in general hold the truth that the benefits of
Christ’s death are imputed to those who believe and act
upon their belief, so as to seek harmony with God
through the Savior. But undeniably the number of
those who have believed in the Lord Jesus has been in-
finitesimal as compared with the whole race.

CONCERN FOR THE FUTURE NOT UNREASONABLE.

Naturally, Christian minds are exercised upon this
subject of what would become of those who do not now
believe on the Lord, who cannot now believe on him, be-
cause of infancy or lack of mental capacity—as with the
idiot——or others who fail to obtain a knowledge of the
only name given under heaven or amongst men whereby
they must be saved—the great world of mankind in gen-
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eral, called by the Jews, Gentiles, and by the Christians,
heathen. The actions of different minds upon this sub-
ject have yielded different answers, which have been re-
flected in the various creeds of Christendom today. The
answer of John Calvin was election—that God was pass-
ing by the majority of Adam’s children, and was merely
electing or choosing a few. The answer of John Wesley

was that he did not see how the heathen had been or could’

be benefited, but that he took for granted that God in
some way was dealing with all, and that the heathen
would have a fair chance and a fair representation in the
future life. The answer of others has been and is that
the whole subject is complex, confused, and that they can-
not understand the conflicting teachings of the Serip-
tures on clecetion and free grace, some passages seeming
to speak most positively of the election and the very elect
and the making our calling and election sure, and de-
claring that no man can come unto the Iather except
through the Son, and that no man can come to the Son
cxeept the Father draw him; while other passages declare
that whesoever will may come and take of the water of
life freely.

The mistake made by these searchers after Truth has

been that they leaned too much to their own understand-
ing, and sought and taught their own wisdom rather than
the wisdom of God as revealed in his Word.. Further-
more, it is possible that God permitted a great deal of
ignorance respecting his plan until the present time, the
harvest time, the time when the mystery of God, we arc
told, will be finished at the sounding of the seventh
trumpet. (Rev. 10:7.) In any event those who do now
sce the Word of the Lord harmoniously have a great bless-
ing and a great joy, inspiring still greater confidence
than ever before in God’s Word, in the character of God
and in the fulfilment of all the exceeding great and pre-
cious promises of his Word.

Our text bids us beware of measuring the divine char-
acter, the divine plan and method by human standards;
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it cautions us to take close heed to the direetion of the
Lord’s Word if we would understand his plan. It is in
full agreement with the statement of the Apostle (1 Cor.
2:4-8), that the Lord’s ministers are not to expect that
their message shall be with words that will entice the
world and be in accord with the wisdom of this world. .
but that we are to seek for and to present in the name
of the Lord the wisdom which cometh from above. We
are not, therefore, to inquire what do the majority think
respecting the questions we are discussing. We well
know that all the various theories of men, purporting to
be the plans of the Almighty, are terrible for their cru-
‘elty, injustice, superstition. The various creeds of Chris-
endom and of heathendom have taken the forms of the
molds in which they were cast—the depraved judgments
of fallen men. We rejoice that God’s methods are differ-
ent, that God’s plans are different—mnot lower but higher,
as our text declares—as much higher as the heavens are
above the earth.

GOD’S PLAN REPRESENTS HIS CHARACTER.

Looking into the Word of God from this standpoint,
expecting the divine plan to be nobler and grander than
that of fallen humanity and of Satan, the great deceiver,
we do find what we seek. We find that the heavenly plan
shows us that the reason the Lord has not in the past,
and does not now, exert his great power for the restraint
of evil, and to cause the knowledge of the Savior to reach
every creature, and thus to give every creature a full
chance of cbtaining salvation through faith, is that his
plan is broader and deeper and higher than this. e
shows us that he is now electing a peculiar class, in all
but a “little flock,” to be joint-heirs with the Redeemer
in the great work of blessing and restitution. (Acts
3:19-21.) He shows us that the world in general is get-
ting lessons of experience with sin—learning something
of its exceeding sinfulness and the bitterness of its every
fruit.  He shows that these will be to their advantage in
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the future, when they shall be brought to an experimen-
tal knowledge of the blessings of righteousness, and that
by possessing this knowledge mankind will be the better
prepared to choose righteousness and obedience and thus
to choose everlasting life through Christ.

ELECTION PRECEDES FREE GRACE.,

The Scriptures show wus, too, that the call of the
Church “to be partakers of the divine nature,” and shar-
ers of the Kingdom is not hindered, but advantaged by
the permission of evil in the present time: that evil now
serves to discipline, chasten, fit, prepare, polish the “liv-
ing stones” of the future glorious temple fr the various
positions they are then to occupy in the divine service—
the blessing of all the families of the earth according to
the original promise. (Gal. 3:16, 29.) They show us,
too, that this election at the present time of thelittle
flock means, not the relegation of the remainder of man-
kind, the non-elect, to torment, but, on the contrary, the
blessing of the non-elect; and that this blessing will
come as soon as the Church shall be complete and glori-
fied, which will be in conjunction with the establishment
of the glorious Kingdom of Messiah, for which the Lord’s
people have been praying, as #taught by the Master, “Thy
Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is done
in heaven.” _

Then will come the free grace—every creature small
and great shall be caused to know of the love of God
and the mercy which he has provided for all in and
through the Lord Jesus. Then the river of the water of
life will flow freely from the glorified Church, the New
Jerusalem, and all will be invited to partake of it—*“who-
soever will, may take of the water of life freely.” The
Seriptures show us that the very class which will then
~ invite the world to the water of life will be the glorified
 Church, the Bride, co-operating with the Spirit, the
power of God, for is it not written, “The Spirit and the
Bride shall say Come, and whosoever will may come and
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take of the water of life freely”? But now we must wait,
because as yet there is no Bride; she is in process of se-
lection. It is ours to enjoy present privilges and to make
our calling and election sure to a place in that Bride
class, by faithfulness to our call and consecration.

¢“THE PREACHER THAT HATH A DREAM LET HIM TELL IT,
BUT HE THAT HATH MY WORD, LET HIM SPEAK
MY WORD FAITHFULLY'’ —JER. 23:28-32.

(A2) This no doubt expresses Brother Eaton’s view
of the matter: when a man does not see a thing him-
self he is very apt to conclude that nobody else sees it;
but we totally disagree on this point, and assert that the
Seriptures do most positively teach a future probation.
Let us examine a few of the many Scriptures applicable
to this point, beginning back with the promise made to
Abraham that in his seed all the families of the earth
should be blessed. Take the Apostle Paul’s interpreta-
tion of this, namely, that Christ and the Church are the
seed of Abraham. Note what the Seriptures say respect-
ing the way in which the world will be blessed under the
Millennial Kingdom——that then the knowledge of the
TLord shall fill the whole earth as the waters cover the
great deep, so that none shall need say unto his neigh-
bor, Know thou the Lord, for all shall know him from
the least even unto the greatest. (Jer. 81:34.) Is that
promise fulfilled in the present time? Surely no sane
person would so claim.

If not fulfilled in the present time, has it been fulfilled
in the past? Surely not! Were there not forty cen-
turies before our dear Redeemer came at all, and could
the people of those forty centuries be blessed by him or
by his redemptive work or by the preaching of the Gos-
pel which he began to preach? (Heb. 2:3.) Surely not!
and if not, then those promises are as true as ever, back-
ed by the name and power and wisdom and justice and
love of the Almighty Creator. That promise, then, is
God’s assurance of a future probation to the great mass
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of mankind—the hundreds of millions who have died
without hearing of the only name given whereby they
must be saved.

We might multiply references did time permit. Take
two more merely as a sample. Note the words of John
1:9, which declare Jesus to be “the true light which
lighteneth every man coming into the world.” Can any
one reasonably claim that Jesus has enlightened the
idiots, the heathen or the infants? Surely not! If, then,
this be a true statement, that in the divine plan Jesus is
to be the light to lighten every man, when will it be?
Surely it must be a future enlightenment; the one which
is mentioned in the Scriptures,in which cur Lord is fig-
_uratively represented as the Sun of Righteousress which
shall arise with healing in his beams. That Sun of
Righteousness will rise in the Millennial morning—that
will be the Sun of the new day, the Jubilee of earth.

We are still in the time when darkness covers the earth
and gross darkness the people. The light shines into the
hearts of only a few as yet, but God’s promiss that it
shall enlighten all is a firm anchor to our faith that a
probation will be granted to every member of the race;
—an opportunity to choose between the light and the
darkness, between harmony with God and sin. The oth-
er proof which we offer at the present time is the Serip-
tural statement that now the Father is doing the draw-
ing, and that he draws only the elect (John 6:44); and
the further Seriptural statement that when in due time
Christ shall be lifted vp—when Head and body shall be -
glorified in thé Kingdom—the Christ will draw all men
unto him.—John 12: 32.

THIS IS NOT UNIVERSALISM.

We do not mean to say that all men will come into a
condition where they will be everlastingly saved. We
are not preaching Universalism, but merely a universal
opportunity which must be decided by each individual
for himself, and which cannot be decided in the dark, in
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ignerance-—a decision in which knowledge of the Truth
is a prerequisite. As the Father now draws some who
rejoice to yield their wills and to come into heart-har-
mony with the present call to joint heirship with Christ,
so likewise when in due time Christ shall fulfill his
promise, “I will draw all men unto me,” it will still be
opticnal with those drawn whether or not they will re-
spond heartily.

The power and authority of the Kingdom will be such
that every knee must bow and every tongue confess, but
this is not sufficient, and in order that they may have the
eternal life at the close of the Millennium, it will be
necessary that all shall come into heart-harmony with
the TLord and all the prineiples of righteousness. So,
then, what Brother Eaton and others do not see yet, we
hope they will be able to see soon; and meantime we re-

"joice that their inability to see does not in any wise
make void the divine purpose, as our context declares,
“My word that goeth out of my mouth shall not return
unto me void, but shall accomplish that which T please,
and it shall prosper in the thing wheretoI sent it.” (Isa.
55:11.) It is now prosperimg in the work of selecting
the Church, the Bride, and by and by it will prosper in
the work of blessing all the families of the earth with a
knowledge and opportunity through the glorified Christ.

HOW THE HEATHEN ARE ‘‘WITHOUT EXCUSE.”’

(A8) Brother Eaton wholly misapprehends the Apostle
Paul’s argument in Rom. 1. and II. The Apostle’s ar-
gument is that God is not chargeable with any injustice
done toward the degraded heathen; that it is their own
fault that they are so extremely degraded; that they are
“without excuse” for being so degraded. He goes on to
show what the Scriptures elsewhere point «ut, that man
was originally in God’s likeness, and that such great de-
gradation as we sec manifested in some of the heathen
peoples came about through disregard of the simplest
principles of righteousness, the laws of which were dig-
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tinetly written originally in man’s very nature. What
knowledge they did have of God did not exercise them
properly. On the contrary, giving themselves over to
fleshly desires, which the light of nature taught them
were improper, they became more and more bestial and
degraded, and more and more obliterated the original
lines of character which were perfect in our father Adam
and measurably developed even in father Noah. The
Apostle is not at all talking about the rejection of Christ
by these heathen, for they had never heard of him, had
never had the offer of salvation in any sense of the word;
but, as he elsewhere declares, they were “without God,
having no hope in the world” up to the time that some
of them heard of the “only name given under heaven by
which we must be saved,” the “great salvation which be

gan to be preached by our Lord.”—Heb. 2: 8.

" ““FAITH IN HIS BLOOD’’ NECESSARY.—ROM. 3:25.

As for Paul’s words to Cornelius: Again Brother
Eaton seems to misapprehend the meaning of the record,
which neither says nor means that Cornelius had previ-
ously been saved, as a Gentile, because of his reverence,
prayers and alms. On the contrary, the record clearly
shows that this was the beginning of the extension of the
Gospel, the divine favor, beyond the nation of Israel to
those of all nations who were in the condition to be call-
ed to the marriage supper as members of the Bride of
Christ. Previously Cornelius, as well as all of the Gen-
tiles, were “without God and without hope in the world,”
except what centered in the promise to Abraham, name-
ly, that through his seed a blessing should ultimately
come to all nations. The Apostle Paul shows this clearly
when reasoning upon the favors and advantages accord-
ed to ihe Jews. He says, ¢ What advantage then hath the
Jew [over the Gentile]?’ He answers, “Much every
way, chiefly because to them were committed the oracles
of God,”—the Law, its types and shadows, and the gra-
cious promises sent through the prophets.—Rom. 3: 1.
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Our Lord showed how distinctly this favor was toward
the nation of Israel up to a certain time. At the be-.
ginning of his ministry he sent forth his disciples,com-
missioning them to go only to the Jews, “to the lost
sheep of the house of Israel,” specially instructing them
not to go to the Gentiles, nor even to the Samaritans.
(Matt. 10:5.) And even after Israel was nationally
given up because of the rejection of the Megsiah, divine
favor and apostolic teaching was confined to the favored
nation of Israel for three and a half years after the
cross—up to the full end of their “seventy weeks” of
promised special favor. (Dan. 9:24.) Those seventy
weeks had just ended at the time of Cornelius’ conver-
sion; the time had just come when the message of di-
vine favor might go to the Gentiles, and therefore Gen-
tiles' might be received into relationship with the Lord
on the same terms as the Jews—faith and obedience—
“the middle wall of partition” shutting them out of these
privileges having been brcken down.—Eph. 2:14.

It should be distinctly noted that the Apostle Peter
was surprised at being sent with the Gospel to Cornelius,
and that it required a special revelation from the Lord
to induce him to go. Furthermore, be it noted that the
" other believers were equally unprepared for this great
change in the operation of divine favor, which permitted
it to go to the Gentiles as well as to the Jews, because
Peter was called in question by a council of the other
apostles and of the faithful in general to know why he
had preached the Gospel to the Gentiles. Peter defended
his course by showing that under the leadings of divine
Providence he could have done nothing else, and all the -
brethren rejoiced then, considering this an evidence that
the time had come for the call to divine favor to be ex-
tended also to the Gentiles.

But note, further, that although it is written of Cor-
nelius that he was a good man, that he prayed and that
he gave much alms, ete.; nevertheless, he could not be
saved by these works—he could not be accepted of God
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nor be begotten of the holy Spirit hy reason of the best
of character and works, Justification could come to him
only by faith in Christ. “There is nome righteous, no
not one,” Jews or Gentiles; and hence none could com-
mend himself to God nor be granted the privileges of
adoption and begetting of the holy Spirit. Cornelius,
as well as every other one who experiences the great
blessing of this age, must first of all be justified by faith
in the precious blood. It was necessary, therefore, that
Cornelius should be made acquainted with the great
transaction at Calvary, and that he should recognize Je-
sus as his Redeemer, before he could be justified or
adopted.

Hence it was that Peter was sent to preach to himj;
not to tell him that he was a moral man, for he was a
moral man—not to tell him that he ought to pray, for
he did pray—but to tell him what he must believe,—tn
give him a basis of faith and thus a basis of justification.
Cornelius could not have been saved without this knowl-
edge in the only sense that there is any salvation during
this Gospel age. Ile could not have received the beget-
ting of the holy Spirit and entered into relatiomship
with God as a member of the Church of Christ, whieh is
his body. This is the plain statement of the matter as
set forth in Acts 11:14. The angel expressly told him
the necessity for sending for Peter and the object of
Peter’s coming ;—that he would “speak unto thee words
whereby thou and thy house shall be saved.”

Now, does it lie with any uninspired man to contra-
dict this? And all the facts of Scripture concur with
this, that although Cornelius was civilized and moral, a
good Gentile, he needed to hear about the blood of Christ
and exercise faith in its eflicacy before he -could be
saved; and yet it has been openly stated by Dr. Eaton,
that other heathen-less advanced than Cornelius, both
in civilization and morality, could be saved without so
much as hearing of the “only name given under heaven
gnd 2mongst men whereby we must be saved” (Acts
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4:12) Let us stand fast by the Word of God. Thoge
who do so wiil find it indeed a firm foundation for rea-
sonable faith; those who are careless in the study of the
Word will make shipwreck of true faith, only to find
themselves confused, bewildered, entangled by the philo-
sophies and traditions of men.

“POR A WITNESS TO ALL NATIONS.”’

(Aé’:) Brother Eaton evidently realizes that the logie
of his own argument is against him, and by this state-
ment he seeks to parry it. IHe perceives that if the
heathen, without a knowledge of Christ, are subjects of
divine grace, so that they could be saved or lost upon th
same conditions as affect those who have a knowledge of
Ohmsu, then there could be no object in sending them
missionaries. We answer, that cur Lord Jesus stated
the object of the preaching of the Gospel to be “for a
witness vnto all nations.” He had previcusly tcld his
dizciples not to go to the outside nations, the Gentiles,
but o confine their efforts to the Jews; but after his
resurrection he gave them to understand that this limita-
tion of preaching to the'Jews only would expire, and
that ultimately the message of the Kingdom, sclecting the
“little ficek,” would be & witness in all the world, and
that those obeying the Gospel should be as candies set
uponr & candlestick, to shine in the darkness all about
them, to “witness” to the Truth and to honor the Father
in their words and deeds.

The Scriptures nowhere give 2 suggestion that the
world in general is on trial at the present time for life
or death everlasting. True, there is a geneval law of
retribution in nature under which whatever crop a man
C‘“WS he *vul reap. Whether this be a sowing of corrupt
practices, or of good seed, moral deeds and
kl 1 bear a fruitege in the heart. Con-
sequently, whether the person ever heard of Christ or
not he will receive a natural punishment in this life,
wholly outside of the eternal rewards which the Lord

xnhf
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more directly dispenses. And this advantage or disadvan-
tage will pass with him %o the world to come.

Now is the time for judgment or trial, or testing or
proving for the Church. It is her day of judgment, and
hence the Apostle says, “If we sin wilfully, after that we
have received a knowledge of the Truth, there remaineth
no more a sacrifice for sins, but a fearful looking forward
to judgment and fiery indignation which would devour
us as adversaries.” But as for the world, its day of
judgment, trial, probation, testing,.is in the future, as
saith the Scriptures, “Goed hath appointed a day [fu-
ture] in the which he will [future] judge ‘the worid in
righteousness [giving to each one a fair, just, righteous
opportunity for attaining life everlasting] through that
man whom he hath ordained”—the Christ.—Acts 17:31.

THE WORLD’S TRIAL DAY, FUTURE.

That judgment day of the world is the Millennial day,
- a thousand-year day; and before it opens God is prepar-
ing the Clurch, the Bride of Christ, to be his associates
not only on the throne as rulers of the world, but also
as judges of the world, as the Apostle declares, “Know
ye not that the saints shall [future] judge the world?”
Yes! we are glad that the world is to have a great judg-
ment day, and that it will be a righteous judgment; all
the conditions accessory to it will be fair, even handed—
that mankind will have as favorable an opportunity for
accepting righteousness and truth as of accepting un-
righteousness and error, which now are so greatly in the
ascendant. : i

We -are glad, too, that during that judgment day Satan
shall be bound that he may deccive the nations no more,
eoad that all the influences which make for righteousness
vill be let loose upon the world, that it may ceme to a
knowledge of the Truth, and that all who do come inteo
accord with the Lord may be restored in those “times of
restitution” of which all the holy prophets have spoken.
—Acts 3:19-21.
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Surely if we had done all we could do in Christian
lands, it would be fully in accord with the Master’s Spirit
and Word that we should go from nation to nation and
from people to people to give the message of his grace
to all. But it 1s not consistent with his plan that we
should neglect the better fields of Christendom to go to
the other more ignorant fields of heathendom. When we
look about us in Christendom amongst those who have
named the name of Christ, and behold great ignorance
of the Tord and of his Word, great blindness respecting
his character and his plan, we believe we are acting in
line with the letter and spirit of the Lord’s instructions
when we preach the Gospel tc those still in great dark-
ness, that peradventure the eyes of their understanding
may be opened, that they may see out of obscurity the
grace of God, and thus be able to make their calling and
election sure to a place in the Kingdora.

GOD’S FUTURE PROVISIONS INFLUENCE HIS DEALINGS.

These matters are not as though the heathen would
never have the chance in the future, and therefore that
the better opportunities amongst the civilized should be
neglected on thelr account. On the contrary, we should
be co-workers vith God; and since his work is declared

- to be the selection of the “little ilock,” this must be our
work. The most, therefore, that we could hope to ac-
complish now amongst the heathen would be to find here
and there a hearing ear for the Gospel of the Kingdom,
that here or there a few might be found “meet for the
inheritance of the saints in light;” but we believe that
all who have had experience in this matter will agrec
with us that there are more opportunities amongst the
civilized than amongst the heathen.

All this is emphasized by the fact that we are no long-
er in the sowing time, but dispensationally have reached
the reaping time, “the harvesit” .of this age. Very soon
great and omnipotent forces will be at work plowing and
sowing for the great restitution blessings and develop-
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ments of the Millennial age, the “times of resiitution of
all things.” But now is the time for the gathering of
the “wheat,” the fruitage of the past sowing; now is the
time for 11e ripening of the Lord’s peeple, of the “wheat
elass, and wat}mlmg them into the barn; and those who
understand this will understand the necessity for labor-
ing where the “wheat” is rather than where no sowing
or little sowing has been done.

ETERNAL DEATH IS NOT ETERNAL DYING.

We. come now to Brother Eaton’s second proposition

(B) respecting Eternal Death. We agree with the first
feature (B1), that the term “everlasting punishment”
of Matt. 25:46 is the same represented in the Lake of
Fire and Brimstone of Rev. 20:10; 21:8; g2ud that the
general name of this catastrophe is specifically given as
the “Secoud Death.” To us there scems no reasonable
question as to whether or not the Second Death means
future life or annihilation. The word death itself stands
for the oppesite of life. The “punishment,” “the wages
of sin, is death.” (Rom. 6:23.) Wilful sinners, after
having a full and fair opportunity, will experience this
wage or punishment, which will be everlasting. There
will be no resurrection from the Second Death, no resto-
ration in any sense or manner. 1t is a finality.

This is called the Second Death in contradistinetion to
the first death. The first death was a death of the soul
—“The soul that sinneth, it shall die” (Eze. 18:4.)

"“Death passed upon all by one man’s disobedience.”
(Rom. 5:12.) That first death, sometimes called the
Adamic death, which has laid hold unon the entire human
family and has borne its victims down to the tomb for
six thousand years—that first death was a total extine-
tion of being, and would have been everlasting, had it not
been for the redemption sccomplished by our Lord Je-
sus. By the grace of God he died for us—*“tasted death
for every man.” Thus the first or Adamic death was an-
onlled and turned into @ “sleep,” wntil the Millennial
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morn of waking. . Some of mankind have slept for a
longer and some for a shorter period of time, father
Adam for more than 5,000 years. The great awakening
time will come when the night of sin and dying shall
give place to the morning of resurrection and living
again.

THE MORNING OF jOY COMETH.

This glorious Millennial morning is prominently held
out before us in the Word of God as the grand eclimax
of the divine plan of redemption “from the power of the
grave.” Of the Church it is written, “The Lord will help
her early in the morning.” (Psa. 46:5.) And again,
speaking of the whole world of inankind, the Prophet de-
clares, “Weeping may endure for a night, but joy com-
eth in the morning.’ o

Seme may query that 1f God had mercy upon the race
50 as to redeem us from the Adamic sentence, and turn
it into a sleep from which there will be a glorious morn
of awakening to forgiveness, and blessed opportunities for
return to divine favor, then poessibly there will be also
a redemption from the Second Death, and thus another
opportunity granted to those who sin wilfully against
light, knowledge, ete. We answer, No! The Scriptures
are mest positive upon this point. “Christ dieth no
more, death hath no more dominion over him.” Those
who die the Second Death shall be “punished with an
everlasting destructicn,” “be destroyed without remedy,”
perpetually; they “shail be as though they had not been.”

(B2) We agvce that the word death, like any other
word, may be used in a figurative sense, and that it is
used so at times. Nevertheless the primary intrinsic mean-
ing of the word death is the cessation of life, non-exist-
ence; and therefore whencver the word is used figurative-
ly this thought of utter extinction and cessation goes
with it.

Brother Eaton remarks that the unregenerate are al-
ways spoken of in the Bible as dead. Yes, we answer.
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The Seriptures declare that the Adamic death sentence
. holds over every individual of the human family unless
or until he accepts of Christ. The Scriptures consistent-
ly teach everywhere that “the wages of sin is death;” that
wage is charged up against every member of our race,
but “the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ
our Lord.” The meaning is clear, namely, that none of
those under sentence of death can have eternal life un-
less they come into relationship with Jesus, the only
Lifegiver. Hence the wicked can mever get life. The
gift of God, eternal life, is only for those who come into
accord with him through Christ. Others are deprived
- of this boon, and the wage of sin, death, rests upon them
and will never be lifted: hence they cannot suffer, but
will “be as though they had not been.” Another Serip-
ture quite to the point is, “He that hath the Son hath
life, and he that hath not the Son hath not life, but the
wrath of God [the curse—death] abideth on him.”—
1 dohn 5:12.

€A LUDICROUS INTERPRETATION.?

Brother Eaton gives rather a ludicrous interpretation
to our Lord’s words to the young man who proposed be-
coming a disciple at some future time, after his father’s
death. Our Lord said to him, “Let the dead bury their
dead, but go thou and preach thé¢ XKingdem of God.”
(Luke 9:59,60.) Brother Eaton says he understands
this to mean, “Let the spiritually dead bury those who are
physically dead.” We wonder whether Brother Eaton
as a public minister has ever buried any of the physical-
ly dead, and whether therefore he considers himself
spiritually dead, because he did so. His interpretation is
extremely ludicrous, surely. We do not wish to inti-
mate that the gentleman is deficient in mental acumen,
for he is a brilliant man. We do wish you all, how-
- ever, to notice the difficulties and inconsistencies with
which erroneous theories entangle their holders. The
text in question is very simple, very plaiu from the
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Scriptural standpoint and from no other. The Lord
meant that the young man who believed on him and was
desirous of being his disciple should consider himself as
figuratively risen from the dead—as no longer one of
those dead in trespasses and sins, but as one who had
laid hold upon the Life-giver and now, as a branch in
the vine, was drawing life and sustenance from Christ.
His father not being thus united to the Life-giver, but
still a member of the Adamic race, still therefore under
the curse of death as the wages of sin, would find plenty
of others similarly dead in Adam to perform the neces-
sary services down to the very last. Our Lord’s sug-
gestion, therefore, to the young man meant that he as
one figuratively risen from the dead and alive through
faith in Christ, and hoping to have that life perfected
in the First. Resurrection, should live and act in all
the affairs’ of life from this new standpoint. Similarly
the words, “Awake thou that sleepest and arise from the
- dead,” signify that any one of the condemned world who
would kave the hearing ear and who would Tespond,
might be counted as obtaining life through faith in
Christ—as beginning the new life, which will be perfect-
ed in the First Resurrection. The remainder, such as
have not accepted Christ, are still in their sins, still un-
der the penalty of their sins—“Dead in trespassés and in
sin.”

(B3) We must wholly disagree with this statement,
and again point out that the death of the soul is the very
thing that is mentioned in the Secriptures as the penalty
for sin: “The soul that sinneth, it shall die;” “God is able
to destroy both soul and body in Gehenna’”—the Second
Death.

A FREE OFFER OF A TREATISE ON THE RICH MAN AND
LAZARUS.

(B4) We had hoped that Brother EKaton by this time
had seen the true meaning of the parable of the Rich
Man and Lazarus, but it seems not so. We have not the
opportunity herve of dealing with thigs parable, but re-
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mind you that we have a free pamphlet dealing with it
and kindred topics, to which you are all quite welcome,
and which we believe will be found helpful to every earn-
est seeker after Truth on this subject, as it is presented
to us in the Seriptures. . ;

(B5) We agree to this statement that death is the
absence of life. And when the word death is used in a
figurative sense it signifies the absence or destruction of
that figurative life.

(B6) We cannot avoid a certain measure of sym-
pathy for our Brother in these confused and confusing
statements. Ile first says that eternal life is “not im-
mortality,” and in the same sentence declares “therefore
we ave immortal”  We agree and disagree as follows:
Everlasting or eternal life simply signides a life which
may last forever, without indicating why or how it shall
be perpetuated. Thus Adam had everlasting life before
he sinned, but forfeited it by disobedicnce to God. Satan
had everlasting life—a life which God was pleased tfo
maintain and continue forever upon certain conditions,
and a life which Ged has not yet cut short, although the
conditicns of cbedience have been viclated—a life, how-
ever, which the Seriptures inform us will terminate. Ths
record is that Satan shall be east into the Take of Fire
[symbolic of destruction], which is the Second Death;
and again the rveccrd is that “Tor this purpcse Christ
was manifested, that he might destroy death and him
that bath the power of death, that is the devil.”—Ileb.
21 14.

The death menticned in this last text is the Adamie
death, which is to be destroyed as a result of Christ’s
redemptive work and Lis I{ingdom reign and the resti-
tution werk which it will accomplish for all who will
come into harmony with him: as s the Apostle, “He
must reign until he shall have put ail enemies under his
feet [into subjectionl; the last cnemy to he destroyed is
death”——Adamic death—not the Second Death, which is
to last 1ally and from which there will be no awaken-
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ing or resurrection. Thus we see that lasting life is iife
which may last perpetually in accord with the divine ar-
rangements, supported and supplied by divine power.

IMMORTALITY, THE DIVINE ATTRIBUTE, CNLY FOR THE VERY
ELECT. OTHERS MAY GCAIN EVERLASTING LIFE.

Now let us consider the word immortality. Tt is a.
much higher and much strenger word. It sigmifies to
be death-proof, to be incapable of destruction. Men cer-
tainly have not been incapable of dest "ucﬁcn, as the
whole history of thepast six thousand years demonsirates.
“Thou turnest man io deotr“cmon (Psa. $0:8.) Nor
will the revival of man’s life in the Millennial agc make
him immortal or incapable of destruction, for again the
Seriptures declare speaking of the Second Death, “They
that will'not hear [obeyl that Prophet, shall be cut off
from amongst the peeple.’—Acts §: 23.

Neither can it be that the angel s are immortal or
proof against death, destruction, if the Creator for any
reason should deem them unworthy of the continuance
of the grace of life; for Satan was one of the angels,
cne of the chief of ‘them, and we have the clear record,
as we have already seen, that he is to be destroyed. Then
all failing to maintain their proper standing with God
would be subjects for destruction. n view of this it
does not surprise us to find ‘ho Scri*)-'h"-l st tatement that
“God alone has Ammo**tauny, dwelling in light which no
man can approach unto.” (2 Tim. 6:18.) Neither does
it surprise us to find that this quality of immertality was
bestowed upon our Lord Jesus after he had demonstrated
his loyalty to the Father by the greatest of all tests, his
“obedience untc death, even the dear of the cross.”
It is written, “As the Father hath hf in himself
[inherent immortality], so hath he given unto the Son
to ‘have life in himself Lmhe‘ ent ife 1mmm‘tanty],
and that he should give this life unto whomsoever he
would.—dJchn 5:26.

We are indced surpriscd when we lcarn that those to

A
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whom the Lord proposes to give the immortality were
once “children of wrath, even as others,” of the human
family, but who have accepted God’s grace in Christ and
have become followers. in the steps of their Redeemer.
The Apostle corroborates this testimony, and in explain-
ing the first resurrection (1 Cor. 15:42-44, 51-54) shows,
us clearly that the reward of the overcomers, the body of
Christ, the “Bride of Christ,” will consist in part of their
being made immortal. Hence he exhorts us to make
our calling and election sure, secking “for glery, honor
and immortality.” Immortality, therefore, is the pecu-
liar possession of the divine nature—far above that of
angels, principalities and powers, and every name that is
named. And so the Apostle Peter points out to the
Church now being called and chesen, that God has “given
unto us exceeding great and precious promises, that we
might become partakers of the divine nature”—of im-
mortality.—% Pet. 1:4.

WRESTING OF WORDS FROM THEIR TRUE MEANING IS DAN-
GEROUS, CONFUSING, BLINDING.

(B7) Brother Eaton’s general confusion on the sub-
ject of life and death, and his failure to hold to his own
premises that death is the absence of life, the opposite
of life, continues to get him into mental confusion and
difficulty, and leads him to make woefully absurd state-
ments, which assuredly he would have preferred to avoid.
We urge vpon him, and upon the many who are similar-
ly confused by unscriptural definitions based upon hu-
man theories and traditions, to leave the confusing er-
rors, and to lay hold upon the plain, simple statements
of life and death as set forth in the Bible. The con-
ditions of life eternal are mnot heathenish ignorance of
God, but to attain that life means to come to a knowl-
edge of God and of Jesus Christ whom he hath sent. The
Second Death will be the utter extinetion of being, as
already pointed out. It will indeed be an eternal ab-
sence or negation of any power or privilege of communi-
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cation with God or with spiritual life or righteousness or
peace or joy or hope, ete.; but for the same reasons it
will be the absence of all other sentiments and feelings.
“They shall be as though they had not beens” To be
blotted out of existence is of itsclf a terrible penalty—
a great loss—the logs of all the glorious things which are
the rewards of obedience to God.

GOD’S WORD REASONABLE AND CONSISTENT.

(B8) The failing is not with God or with God’s
Word, but with those who neglect the study of the Serip-
tures, or who, studying them, look upon every passage
through the distorted glasses smoked with the ignorance
and s 1“)er°11u10ﬂ of the dark ages. God has told us
of his intenticn to aunnihilate the wicked; he has used
over nd over aga n the mest positive and emphatic lan-
guage, “perish,” “blot out,” “die,” “destruction,” to in-
dicate this, and additionally in symb language has
used the strongest figures kunown to the human mind,
namely, “f > g mixture which the whole

five and brimstone,
world has agreed 1s the most deadly to every form of life
within the Tange o £ human knowledge. The difficulty is
with the minds of men; they have formed conceptions of
the Almighty and his purposes which are untrue, such
as they would be ashamed to have applied to momsehess
and wvnder the sirength of these mental delusions and
hallucinations, conjured in the dark ages and fastened
upon the minds in infancy as being the teachings of
God’s Word, they have made all these words which sig-
nify destruction and annihilation, a total obliteration, to
mean the very reverse-——preserve, consciousness, ete. Who
can help people who are so blmded? No wonder the
Apostle prayed to the Lord for the early Church, that
they might have “the eyes of their understanding open-
ed, that they might comprehend with all saints the
lengths and bxeao,tns and heights and depths of the love
of God which passeth knowledge.”—Xph. 3: 18, 19,
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THE GREAT APCSTLE PAUL WAS ONCE AN OPPOSER AND A
PERSECUTOR.

(B3%) This last proposition shows that our Brother’s
case is not a hopeless one, that he does see the reason-
ableness of the very proposition which the Secriptures
cutline, and that he acknowledges that it would be the
most desirable thing in his own judgment. We pray for

 the breaking of the shackles of error which hitherto have
been holding him, and hindering his clear conception of
'he divine character and the great and wenderxful plan
of Geod, which, 235 the heavens are higher than the earth,
are so much higher than our natural ways and thoughts,
as declared in cur text. Yea, we pray this for all “Js-
raelites indeed,” with the assurance that cur prayers and
our labors shall be answered.

* *
*

¢ Tell the whole world these blessed tidings;
Speak of the time of rest that nears:
He who was slain on Calvary’s mountain
Soon is to reign a thousand years.

4 What if the clouds do for a moment
Hide the blue sky where morn appears ?
Soon the glad sun of promise given
Rises to shine a thousand years.

& A thousand vears! Earth’s coming glory?
'Tis the glad day so long foretold;
*Tis the bright morn of Zion’s glory,
Prophets foresaw in times of old.”

FURTHER READING.upon the charadter of the coming deliverance of
the groaning creation, and wiat is signified by its deliverance from the
bondage of corruption, will be sent frec upon application.

Write to us at once if you feel a hunger and thirst for the bread of
Hfe, and water of life; for Luke 12:37 is now being fulfilled, and you
may share the blessing. i
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COMMPBENDATION

OF «PLAN OF THE AGES?

~BY THE .
Great Southern Philosspher,
ASSOCIATE IDITOR OF THE

ATLANTA CONSTITUTION,

¢ It is impossible to read: this book without loving the
writer and pondering his wonderful solution of the great
mysteries that have troubled us all our lives.  There is hard-
ly a family to be found that has not lost some loved one
who died outside the Church—outside the plan of salvation,
and, if Calvinism be true, outside of all hope and inside of
eternal torment and despair.  We smother our feclings and:
turn away from the herrible pifture. We dare not deny
the faith of our fathers, and yet can it be possibic that the
good mother and her wandering child are forever sepa-
rated P——forever and forever?

1 believe it is the rigidity of these teachings that makes
atheists and infidels and skeptics—inakes Christians unhap-
py and brings their gray hairs down in sorrow to the grave
—a lost child, a lost soull * 3k & X

“This wonderful book makes no assertions that are not
well sustained by the Scriptures. It is built np stone by
stone, and upon every stone is the text, and it becomes a
pyramid of God’s love, and mercy, and wisdom. 'There
ts nothing in the Bible that the author denies or doubts,
put there are many texts upon which he throws a flood of
tight that dispels many dark and gloomy forebodings. X
see that editors of leading journals, and many orthodox
ministers of different denominations, have indorsed it and
have confessed to this new and. comforting light that has
dawned upon the interpretation of God’s book. Then let
every man read and ponder and take comfort, for we are all
orisoners of hope. This is an age of advanced thought,
and more thinking is done than ever beforc—anen dare
to think now. Light—more light, is the watchword.”

C. TL S, (¢“B. Arp.”)
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