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ilthiness of Flesbh and Spirit

- To be Put Hwayp.— Holiness to be Merfected.— Wiby the IBible BOmonishes the

' .Gbutcb, and not the Wlorldo, Hlong These Lines.—The Cleansing. *

:;LET us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of
the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the
fear of God.”—2 Cor. 7: 1, »

We again call attention to the fact that the Bible
is net addressed to the world, but to the Chuich;
not to unbelievers, but to believers; not to sinners,

" but to those who have already turned away from

sin. Many overlook this fact, and the result is a
confusion of their minds. But some may, perhaps,
be inclined to say that the words of our text are
applicable to all sinners as well as saints—sinners
especially—even though the epistle itself is ad-
dressed “wunto the Church of God which is at
Corinth, with all the saints who are in the whole of
Achaia.” We answer, No! Our text cannot appro-
priately be applied to sinners in general, who. have
not yet vome to God, who have not*yet repented of
their sins and been forgiven. God makes no appeals
to stch; he merely denounces them as sinners and
refuses them all recognition, all fellowship, and tells
them that there is no other name given under heaven
and amongst men wheréby they can be saved from
their sins than that of Jesus—through faith in His
name. ‘In other words, God refuses to have any

 dealings whatever with those who cannot or will not

accept of the great Sin-offering which He has pro-
vided. As Jesus expressed the matter, “ No man
cometh unto the Father but by me.”—John 14: 6.

e reasonableness of the divine position is evi-
dent upon reflection. God in the present age is
gathering out of the world a little flock, whose pe-
culiar trait of character is faith in Him and a desire
to please Him. In the age to come, the Millennial
age, God proposes to deal with the remainder of
mankind, and then all His dealings and requirements
will be made so plain that the wayfaring man, though
a simpleton, need not err therein. (Isa. 35:8.) The
Sun of Righteousness shall shine forth in that glori-
ous Millennial day, and clearly manifest right from
wrong, and show forth the divine character and at-
tributes, so that every creature may see—yea, all the
blind eyes shall be opened and all the deaf ears un-
stopped, as is clearly stated by the Prophet. (Isa.
35:5.) But now in the present age there is a test of
faith for this special “little flock” whom the Lord
is selecting and whom He designates His Church,
and any who cannot exercise the faith cannot be of
this elect Church, but must wait for their blessing
at the hands of the Church during the reign of
Christ's Kingdom, for which we still pray, “ Thy
Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is
in heaven.” L :

Not only has God made faith a necessary element
of acceptance in the present time, but alse, addi-
tionally, love of righteousness is made a part of the
test. It is not enough that wwe should have the eye
of faith which would recognize Christ’s death as the
redemption price for the sins of the world, we must

' *From the Pitisburgh Dispatch’s regular report.—
Pastor C. T. Russell’s Discourse at Uniontown, Pa.

additionally have hearts that love rightecusness im
order to come under divine favor in this age. The
heart that loves righteousness discerns the weakness
of its own flesh, its downward tendencies; and the
moment that heart recognizes Jesus as the Redeemer
it is glad to flee to Him, not only to be covered with
His merit as respects the sins that are past, but also
to have the imputed covering of His righteousnessg
as respects the unwilling blemishes and imperfec-
tions of the present and.the future—imperfections
that are contrary to the will and the result of weak-
nesses inherited. ‘

THE SAINTS NOT ALL NOBLE.

This class, not in harmony with the sin of the
world nor with their own weaknesses, is referred to
by our Lord in His message, “ Come unto me all ye
that labor and are heavy laden [under the yoke of
sin and appreciating its penalty, death], and I will
give you rest, Take my yoke upon you and learn of
me.”  These learners—" disciples,” pupils in the
school of Christ—are the class to whom the words

of our text are addsessed. It would be useless to
address to the world in general the exhortation to
cleanse themselvés from all filthiness of the flesh
and spirit, because the world is in sympathy with
this very filthiness and has no desire to cleanse itself,
has no just appreciatjon of what it is to be clean im
spirit, no just appreciation of how filthy it is in the
sight of God and those who have His spjrit of holi-
ness. The Lord deseribes the condition of the worid
as one in which anger, malice, envy, and various
lusts are the usual and normal conditions by turns.
Lust, selfishness—which often amounts to brutality
in its self-seeking of wealth or power or pleasure—
seeks to fill the natural mind, so that if it were taken
away, with nothing substituted, life would lose all
of its charm. What would be the propriety in ex-
horting such te put away their filthiness of the flesk
and of the spirit when they have nothing as a sub-
stitute?

Some may, perhaps, urge that there are as many
noble-minded people net believers as amongst be-
lievers. We answer, Yes! the Scriptures agree to
this, assuring us that amongst believers are not
many great or wise or nobte according to the course
of this world—assuring us that the message of God’s
grace often lays hold upon the lowest and meanest
and more degraded members of the human family
rather than upon the noble, who feel less keenly
their own depravity and les necessity for a Savior
and His assistance. If, then, amongst the world -
are to be found some who are noble minded, and
if believers are generally of a lower stratum, how
comes it that God has a more particular interest in
these than in unbelievers? By what kind of a rule
is it that the Lord accepts as His children some who
naturally are less noble and does not accept some
who naturally are more noble?

We answer that the rule or standard of divine
acceptance is faith and obedience of the heart,
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Those who with their hearts, their minds, their wills,
turn away from sin and by faith accept the divine
arrangement, the Lord is pleased to accept according
to thieir wills, their intentions, and not according to
the flesh and its blemishes. Their unwilling defects
according to the flesh are veiled from His sight by
the robe of Christ’s righteousness covering them, ac-
cording to the inability of their new minds, which
despise sin and seek to war a good warfare against
it in their flesh and everywhere. Such is the class
addressed by the Apostle in our text, saying,
“ Dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from ‘all
filthiness of the flesh and spirit.”

- THE WORLD’S BELOVED AND GOD’S BE-
LOVED. '

The Apostle as the mouthpiece of the Lord speaks
of all believers who have fled away from sin and
who at heart are striving to be pleasing and 2ccepta-
ble to God as “dearly beloved.” The Apostle, a
noble-minded man himself, appreciated the fact that
tmany of these dearly beloved brethren had weak-
nesses and imperfections of the flesh. He did not
love them on account of these blemishes, but in spite
of them—because at heart they were loyal to the
principles of righteousness and striving to walk in
the narrow way of harmony with the Lord, to over-
come sin and its inclinations in their own mortal
flesh, and—so far as their influence would go—in the
world. . But the world does not love these whom
"the Father loves, whom Jesus loves, whom the Apos-
tle loves. Our Master’s words were, “ If the world
hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated
you. If ye were of the world, the world would love
its own: but because ye are not of the world, but
I 'have chosen you out of the world, therefore the
world hateth you. Ye have not chosen me, but I
have chosen you and ordained you that ye should
g0 and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should
be permanent.”—John 15: 16, 18, 19.

“The world does not like these because, confessing
their own weaknesses and striving against them, they
call them by their proper names—sins, meannesses,
filthinesses of the flesh and spirit. Every effort
made by these to cleanse themselves is that much
of a reproof tc others who are not striving to cleanse
themselves, and who hate to be reminded that the
ghings in which they take their greatest pleasure are
greed, selfishness, inordinate affections, strifes, pride,
wain glory. Whoever is fully satisfactory to the
world may be sure that he is not satisfactory to the
Toord, and whoever is satisfactory to the Lord need
not expect to be satisfactory to the world, becduse
the fellowship of this world is enmity to God, and,
therefore, the world is not subject to the divine
standard, neither indeed can be, as the Apostle ex-
plains. (Jas. 4:4; Rom. 8:7.) Its heart is inthe other
direction, and the law of the New Creation—love for
God with all our hearts and for our neighbor as our-
selves—is to the world unreasonable, unthinkable,
undesirable everyway, and every reminder of it,
even by the presence of those who at heart are on
the side of righteousness, causes displeasure and dis-
comfort. To these the Lord and His footstep fol-
lowers have a2lways been unwelcome intruders—they
prefer to be let alone, to have no suggestion offered
to the effect that they are wrong. True, some of
them have a pleasurable pride in generosity, a love
of a good name, and a reputation for honesty and
virtue® but they wish to be considered as standards
and exemplars, and resent any intrusion, any meas-
grements of their thoughts, words or deeds by the

divine standards, and those who continually recog~
nize and are honoring the divine standards are dis«
esteemed by them. ~

THE NECESSITY FOR CLEANSING.

But why should the Apostle suggest that him-
self and others of the Church should do a cleansing,
work in their hearts and in their flesh when we find’
that God has wholly covered their blemishes from
His sight? If the blemishes are covered, why trou-
ble about them further? Ah, that is the point}
Those wlio at heart are loyal _to the Lord and His
righteousness are distressed by their blemisles,
their sins, the weakness of their flesh, even thiough
they are aware that the Lord has graciously covered
all these, and is not imputing their guilt because at
heart they are opposed to them. The desire of this
class is to build, to establish character by faithful-
ness to principles of righteousness, that their minds
may become more and more established in faithful-
ness to the Lord and His Gelden Rule of love, and
that, so far as possible, the new mind shall control
the fallen, imperfect flesh and bring it into subjec-
tion, into accord, with the divine law. Whoever,
after having experienced the Lord’s blessing in the
forgiveness of His sins, has no desire to war a
wariare against them and to bring into subjection to
his new mind the powers and talents of his mortal
body, has not the true spirit of sonship? He would
thereby be giving evidence that he does not truly
love righteousness, and that he does not truly hate
iniquity, and would thus be testifying that he is-
not of the class that the Lord desires as His sons on
the spiritual plane—as members of the “little flock,”
the “ Bride,” the “ Lamb’s Wife.”

We see, then, good reason why the ‘“brethren”
should be appealed to by the Apostle in our text—
a good reason why all begotten of the same spirit
of holiness should give heed to His words and make
the cleansing of the flesh and of the spirit the prin-
cipal work of the remainder of life. We see that
unless they do this they will belie their pretensions
of love for righteousness and hatred for iniquity.
We see that by such a warfare against the weak-
nessés of the flesh and of the spirit the Lord de-
signs ihat they shall establish a crystallized char-
acter, and thus, as the Scriptures express if, be
“made meet for the inheritance of the saints in
light ”—fit in heart for the divine service. Such as
are thus fit in heart for the service of the Millennial
Kingdom will, we are assured, be granted new bodies
free from all blemish in the First Resurrection,
Thus, having perfected their minds and established
character in their hearts in the present life by con-
trolling the flesh so far as possible, they demon-
strate that at heart they have the character-likeness
of their Lord and Redeemer; and only those who do
thus develop into copies of God’s dear Son will con-
stitute the “ very elect,” the Kingdom class, the Seed
of Abraham, through whom the world will shortly
receive its blessing.

“LET US CLEANSE OURSELVES.” ;

The Apostle, by the words  Let us cleanse our-
selves,” deoes not have reference to our getting rid
of Adamic condemnation. Such cleansing from orig-
inal sin is impossible on eur part, as he elsewhzre
explains—we cannot have it unless we receive it ag
a free gift from God. In what sense, then, do we
cleanse ourselves? We answer that having been
reckonedly cleansed by the Lord, and brought under
the influence of His holy Spirit and the enlightening
understanding of His Word, we are now invited to
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show our zeal for righteousness and to co-operate
with Him in the work which He has already done
for its teckonedly. While all the condemnation is
réckoned as having passed from us, we still have
the opportunity of showing the Lord what our spirit,
our Intention would be by striving against sin in
our minds and in our flesh. The incentive to this
cleansing is of the Lord, but the cleansing itself is
something for us to do—* Let us cleanse ourselves.”
- The cleansing work is a tedious one, because at
first we did not discern how deeply defiled we were,
how dearly all the suggestions of the mind were of
a selfish character; at first we did not even recog-
niZze selfishness as being sin. ‘

It was as the eyes of our understanding opened
more and more widely that we got the proper views
of the Lord and His righteousness, our oewn cendi-
tions, the need of His covering robe, etc. Day by
day as we have since striven to put away sin, selfish-
ness—yea, every element of ungodliness and unlove-
liness—we have become more painfully conscious
than ever of how deep was the stain which we at
first, ‘perhaps, thought was merely superficial. Too
many of the Lord’s people, after years of labor in
seeking to cleanse themselves from the filth of the

flesh and of the spirit, now, alas, see more of their:

own blemishes than they discerned at first, even
though they are conscious also that they have got-
ten rid of much of this natural filthiness, selfishness,
etc. This would make the work of cleansing a very
discouraging one if it were not for the assurance of
the Lord’s Word that He regards us not according
to the flesh but according to our intentions, our de-
sires, our endeavors, and reckons us as overcomers
because of our good warfare against them, whatever
fmay be the measure of our success. ‘

The distinction which the Apostle draws between
. the filthiness of the flesh and of the spirit should be
noted. After we have accepted the Lord and taken
our stand with Him as the Captain of our Salva-
tton, to be soldiers of the cross and to fight a good
fight against sin and all the works of the flesh and
of the Devil, we find ourselves in company with
others of the same class, and naturally and preperly
at onee begin to cleanse the flesh, to put away evil
practiees, outward wrongdoing of every kind. This is
well—what fellowship could there be between chil-
dren of the light and any works of darkness? Ere

long, in the case of many, a considerable outward -

change is manifested, careless language is avoided,
passions are rcstrained, selfishness is curbed, at
feast in its outward manifestations, neighbors and
friends may see a considerable change. ‘This is good,
but not sufficient. We must also cleanse our spirits,
our miinds. It is niot sufficient that we avoid outward
wrongdoing—our minds must be cleansed, must
learn to hate sin, to repel its first advances. We
must learn that our mind< and bodies are the tem-
ples of the Lord, and everything contrary to Him
and His law of righteousness and love must be

barred.

Otliers are witnesses to some extent of our trials
and triumphs of an outward kind, but the most im-
portant battles of the New Creation are those which
are known only to ourselves and to our Captain—
the battle of the New Mind or will against the in-
fluences of the old, natural disposition. The true
soldier of the cross will find this battle-ground quite
sufficient to engage all of his combativeness and de-
structiveness and to keep him fully occupied. Such
as are on the alert to develop the new character have
guich less time than others to critiecise their neigh-

bors, friends and brethren—they find so much in
themselves requiring vigilance and restraint. And .-

as they progress in this direction they become more =
- sympathetic toward others who have the same or -

other weaknesses and inclinations contrary to the
divine standards. They sympathize especially with
the brethren of the New Creation, who similarly
have covenanted their all to the Lord, and who simi-
lariy are battling against the advances of the world,
the flesh and the Adversary, in their flesh and in -
their spirits.

“THE PERFECTING OF HOLINESS.”

Our text declares that such a purification of flesh
and spirit, body and mind, constitutes a perfecting
of holiness. The thought here is that holiness can-
not be attained in a moment, but it must be gradu-
ally effected, perfected. A right view of this matter
will hinder us from falling into certain dangerous
errors. Holiness is not a charm which we may put
in our pockets; it is not a garment which may be
worn occasionally, Holiness resembles more the
tempering of a piece of metal: it enters into the en-
tire fiber, changing its general characteristies, trans-
forming in its influence. True, there is a holiness
reckoned to the Lord’s people in the robe of Christ’s
righteousness, which is granted to us when first we
turn from sin and accept the Redeemer; but this -
measure and degree of holiness is Scripturally called -
Justification. Then we have Sanctification or setting
apart, full surrender to the Lord of our wills, with
all that they conirol of time, talent, influence and
means. But this is not sufficient: we must work inte
our characters that which we have willed—or, as
the Apostle expresses it, we must allow the Lord to

work in us the holy will, and subsequently the holy

conduct which must necessarily accompany the holy
will as opportunity and conditions will permit.

But how is this holiness perfected in us, how does
God work in us to will and then to do his good
pleasure? Our text answers this portion of the ques-
tion, too, assuring us that it is God’s part to give
the promises, and that these promises constitute the
incentives to those who are of the right attitude of
mind. Without these divine promises of the present
and the future blessings who would battle' against
his own weaknesses? who would strenuously resist

the attacks of the werld and of the Adversary? More

than this, who would willingly sacrifice his life and
all his natural rights to serve the Lord and: His
cause, if there were no exceeding great and precious
promises to quicken and energize him to the servyice
of the King in battling against sin, in assisting’alk
who are on the side of righteousness? Surely there
would be few, if any at all. And so our text inti-
mates, saying, “Having therefore these promises,
dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves,” etc. The
promises are indeed the power of God.

“GREAT AND PRECIOUS PROMISES.”

Looking into the context to see to wlhat promises
the Apostle refers, we find in the preceding werses
the declaration, “ Come out from among them and
be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the
unclean thing; and I will receive you and will be a
Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daugh-
ters, saith the Lord God Almighty.” What a prom-
ise! What a suggestion!—that we, by nature defiled
and imperfect, should not only have the notice of
our sovereign Creator, but should be invited teo, be-
come His children and be given the assurancé of
His parental affectiott for us—that “ Like as a father
pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them thag
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weverence Him.” How wonderful it seems!
g¢hen, as the Apostle elsewhere declares, this is not
#4he end of the matter, but merely the begmnmg, for
- %we says, “ If children then heirs, heirs of God, joint-
seirs with Jesus Christ our Lerd; if so be that we
guffer with Him, that we may also be glorified to-
gether,”—Rom. 8:17.

Yes, it is this thought of What is implied in the
4erms children of God, sons of God. The blessings
-gnd riches of the Father are to be extended through
our Lord Jesus especially to the little flock, which
is now being selected from amongst men to be His
Bride and associates in the Kingdom.- These are
ot accepted at once, but as it were on probatien,
@s the Apostle says, “ Now are we the sons of God,
‘but it doth not yet appear what we shall be "—if we
are faithful. As sons of God in the present life we
‘have tirte joy of knowing of our Father’s character
through His Word, which we are permitted to un-
derstand, but which the world does not understand.
We are assured of divine supervision, so that not
the slightest thing can happen to these sons except
as their Father sees would be to their advantage.
But they must show their love, their devotion, their
oneness of spifit with the Father and with the Re-
-deemer ere they can be counted in as the Bride in
the full, absolute and complete sense, and be granted
’ sh-are with- Him in His glories. .
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It is to demonstrate their possession of these
graces that these consecrated ones are left for a time
in the midst of evil and unfavorable surroundings—
to prove their love of righteousness, their opposition
to iniquity, their love to God and their faithfulness
to Him, their love to all who are in sympathy with
the divine arrangement. If they stand these tests
faithfully it will mean that they will endure consid-
erable opposition from the world, the flesh and the
Adversary, and that they will be correspondingly
strengthened by these experience8. It is this class
which the Apostle refers to, saying, “If so be that
we suffer with Him we shall reign with Him.” We
are to suffer as He did for His right doing, and be-
cause our neighbors and friends are blind as to what
is the right, the proper course. We are to suffer
gladly and joyfully whatever cup the Father may
permit to come to us, knowing that He is too good
to be unkind, too wise to err.

“Let us then dearly beloved, cleanse ourselve‘»
from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting
holiness in the fear of the Lord.” As the.Apostle
Peter declares, “ If we do these things we shall never
fall: for so an entrance shall be mxmstered unto you
abundantly into the everlasting Kingdom of oux
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. "9 Pet. 1:10, 11,

: “IN THE EVIL DAY,

‘titles, honors and emoluments of his position, to
proclaim to-his confiding hearers the theory of the
higher critics mespecting the non-inspiration of the
Scrrptures that Jesus was born like any other man,
'and that His death was not sacrificial and His blood
2 “common thing” (Heb. 10:29.) We are not sty-
prised_that the honorable wolf whose confession we
are réading, and who glories in it, honors and ad-
mires.Doctor Crapsey. For our part, we can admire
no such duplicity, but of the two would consider it
the more“honorable to be in Doctor Crapsey’s posi-
tiof, because he is a little the less shameworthy. Let
415 take another quotation from this glorious con-
fession. The writer says:—

“71 have hopes that before many years the heresies, as un-
doubtedly they are, of the miraculous origin and resurrection
of Christ will become at least tolerated opinions. With pa-
tience, tact and perseverance I hope some day to bring out
this deliverance of my soul, as I have already waited in patience
for a time to declare my opinioms of the atonement. To expose
4t now would eadanger my real work, which is not to teach his-
tory, net even true history concerning Jesus, His apostles, or
His Church, but to enlarge lives with real religious faith, and
dinduce some’ morals and gentle virtues through devotion to
duty. as God gives me to see it.  @ne shrinks from being called
& hypocrite, gut ,it is encouraging to remember that in Jesus’
#ime they were not branded as hypocrites who counted them-
:s€lves still Jews and went to the feasts while in utter contra-

-diction with  the D&ctors of the Law and the prevailing
«apipion.” .
& “WHO GLORY IN THEIR SHAME.”

Apparently, there is just a little mite of con-
science here, which seems to vaguely realize that
there is at least a suspicion of hypocrisy in his
course. But note how he seeks to justify himself:
- he speaks of “devotion to duty as God gives me to
see it.” Should we expect that God would give
ssuch a man ability to see anything? Rather, we
showld say, as Jesus said to the hypocrites of old,
“Ye are of your father the devil, for his works ye
do. He was a murderer from the beginning and
abode not in the truth.” (John 8:44.) This man, and
‘he is but a sample of others, is a murderer;—he is
murdering in a spiritual sense the people under his
care,,takmg from them, if p0551ble the spark of faith

an( Spirit-begetting, and doing it as did the great .

Adversary—by lies and by contradictions of the

. horrible “doctrines of devils,”

» —Concluded from Part 8.

Lord’s Word. This man’s idea of duty is very mani-
fest: it consists in helding all the honors of mew
he is able to accumulate, and gathering in all the
shekels within his reach, and belying his covenant
with God and with his congregation.  From such
duty, such hypocrxtlcal wolves, good Lord delives
us! This gentleman and all the higher critics and
evolutionists occupying the pulpits ‘of Cliristendom -
are in exactly the position of the Scribes and Phari-
sees of old, of whom the Lord said, ““Ye do make
void the Word of God through your traditions.” He
told them that outwardly they were clean and re-
spectable, as this man appears to be, but that in-
wardly they were full of all manner of corruption—
deceit, sélfishness, unfaithfulness,~as this man;
opening his bosom, shows us he is. . =
Then, as now, the common people were so hypno-
tized by their Doctors of the Law anf priests that
they hesitated to hear the voice of the Son of man
and his humble followers, waiting first to_ get the
approval of the hypocritical teachers, who with out-
ward raiment feign te be servants of God and for
pretense make long prayers. What the commen
people needed then was what the same class need
now, an awakening. And as the Israelites indeed
in whom there is no guile got the message, so a
similar class will get the message now. Te this class
and not to the Migher critics and evolutionists is the
promise made—* To you it is given to know the mys-
teries of the Kingdom of God, but unto all outSLders
these things are done in parables and dark sayings.’
We are in the shaking timre, the burning time,
when all the wood, hay and stubble of falsehood
must be consumed, when only the precious truths
of God’s Word, gold, silver and precious stones of
faith, will stand the test. Let us hearken to the
Apostle s words, VVatch ye, stand fast in the faith,
quit you like men.” Seek the “old paths ”—not the
paths nor the theories of the “dark ages” and their
but the doctrines of
‘esus and the apostles: that your faith should not
:E;tagd in the doctrines of men but in the power of
0



