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THE LOST KEY OF KNOWLEDGE

THEOLOGIANS LARGELY RESPONSIBLE !

THEIR CONFUSION AT HAND!

~

“Woe unito you, Doctors of the Laow, because ye have
taken oway the Key of Knowledge: vyou entered not

yourselves, and ihose approoching you hindered.”—

Luke 11:52

We are living in a pre-eminently practical day, when
results are songht rather than doctrines. Indeed, in
but few Christian pulpits are doctrines ever considered
in these later years. Doctrinal preaching is considered
obsolete, and has been replaced largely by what is
termed practical preaching.: In other words, the
preaching of good works has taken the place of the
doctrines preached by Jesus and the apostles. The rea-
son of this is not far to seck: talented “men, able oncs
of all denominations, in the pulpit and in the pew, are

heartily ashamed of the doctrines confessed in their .

creeds. The preachers, therefore, are glad enough to
let these alone, hoping that their congregations will for-
get them, and especially that they will not ask them
any troublesome questions respecting them. .

Az a result we have throupghout the civilized world
to-day just what the Jews had at the first advent of
our Lord—namely, a form of godliness without the
power.. Our Lord's diseovrses and parables continually
bore witness to the tact that the jews of nis day,

~ especially the prominent ones, were outwardly pious,
e zéalous for God's' Law, but inwardly ravenous wolves
F srgpe and full of all manmer of corruption. Qur Lord up-
. g braided the-leaders for their long prayers and affecta-
tions of piety, which were entirely contradicted by their

7 @ conduct in daily life; their selfishness, which would lead
“ 4 them to take advantage of the widow, to grasp for prop-
S erty, and which would bind heavy burdens of Law

k3 1 observance upon the weak and the poor, to their dis-
= couragement, Our Lord declared to them how they
=~y had made the divine Law of none effect through their

traditions—more than this, had made God and his Law
% abhorrent to the poor and the ignorant by exaggera-
tion. For instance, the Law of the Sabbath was ex-
aggerated and is still exaggerated in the Talmud, which
hteaches that to rub wheat between the hands and to
blow away the chaff in order to cat the kernels would

it would be threshing and winnowing on a small scale.
Similarly, to hunt a flea would be a violation of the
Sabbath Law, because it would be hunting on a small

) scale :
: Taking Away the Kep

‘g be unlawful, a violation of the Sabbath Day, because

: ” Thus did the Doctors of the Law in Jesus' day, by
; the substitution of traditions imstead of the divine
i Word, misrepresent the character of God and turn the

attention of the people from him. Thus did they take
: away the “Key of Knowledge” for the “reverence of
the Lord is the beginning of knowledge.” Note onr
Lord’s words, “This is life eternal, that they might
know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom

- thou hast sent™ (John 17:3) In a word, God's

creatures need to know him well and truly in order to

appreciate him and in order to have confidence in his
. gracious promises. Such a Iﬂmwledgg is nelcessafy to a

© upen this pe':up_!-: 0 the mttermost.”.

_followers the under-priesthood. We

true worship such as the Lord appreciates, for, as the
Master said, the Father seeketh such to worship him as
worship him in spirit and in truth. (John 4:22, 23)
Whoever, therefore, misrepresents the divine character
and the divine plan is taking away the “key of knowl-
edge” of God. This was the erime of the Doctors of
the Law, which their hypocritical professions and
prayers only helped to aggravate; for the common peo-
ple, relying largely upon the holy professions and
teachings of those leaders, were the more thoroughly
deluded and the more thoroughly alienated from God
by reason of their professions.of sanctity.

Our Lord’s words, “Woe unto you, Doctors of the
Law,” had a fulfilment, too. Certain woes fell with
special weight upon this very class but shortly after
our. Lord’s prediction. Very soom a period of disin-
tepration set in, which affected everything and every
prospect of the wealthy and professedly religious class
of the Jews, especially the Doctors of the Law, This
led to anarchy and ultimately the destruction of their
national polity, A. D. 70. True, it meant dire tribulation
to all people: but, as always, those most intelligent and -
in the high stations of life, must have suffered propor-
tionately more in-the stress which came upon all the

people in fulfilment of the prophicy,—“Wrath is come

¥

The Gcrspl:i Age Parallel

" “On previous occasions, and in Vols, IL and IIT of
Scrierure Stupies, we have shown from the Scriptures
that the Jewish Age and people represented typically
Spiritual Israel and this Gospel Age; that the Jewish
Age began with the death of Jacob, the Gospel Age
with the death of Christ; that the former was estab-
lished in the twelve sons of Jacob and the latter in the
twelve apostles of the Lamb. We have also shown that
the former had typical sacrifices and sin-offerings, while
the latter has antitypical or' “betler sacrifices than
those;" that the former had a typical priesthond in
Aaron and his sons, while the latter had an antitypieal
priesthood, called by the Apostle a “Roval Priesthood,”
of which Christ is the Chief Priest and his faithful
have further
shown that these Ages are of the same length, and that,-
as the Jewish Age ended with the harvest in which our
Lord was present in the flesh as the Chief Reaper, so
this Gospel Age will end with a harvest in which-our
Lord as a spirit being will be present as the Chief , °
Reaper, gathering the wheat into his garner, before

the great time of trouble, the figirative burning-day

coming upon the world in general—"a time of trouble
such as was not since there was a nation.” (Dan. 12:1.)

We have seen that the trouble-day with which the Jew-

ish Age ended is paralleled exactly in time and in

character by the period of trouble which will consum-

mate this Age, .. .. e it
- In harmony with these parallels it is not wonderful -
that to-day we find amongst nominal Christian people -
(Churchianity) conditions in many respects correspond= *
ing to the conditions described by our Lord amongst the -
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* gutward respect for God and for religion—a drawing nigh’ *

"

]

. true devotion—while still_thinking of God as the all-

_day as it was nineteen centuries ago to show those hun--

unto the Lord with the lips while the hearts are far from,
him—busied with fashion, pleasure and money secking.
Now, also, we And that. the people look to Doctors of |-
Divinity for guidance and instruction; that they great-.
ly reverence them, and that the latter could have great-
power if they were in harmony with God—if, behind.
the profession, there was-a knowledge of God's char-
acter and plan, and if this were imparted to the people
who, according to the Scriptures, are now famishing-——
a famine not for bread nor for water, but for the hear-
ing of the message of the Lord. (Amos 8:11.) This
sad arraignment of the pulpiteers of our day is a *
thankless and unpleasant taik; but it is as proper to-

gering and thirsting for the Word of the Lord the real
cause of their difficulty—to show that the clergy hEW_C
taken away the “key of knowledge” and are keeping it
hid, and that meither are they themselves emtering into
the knowledge nor are they favoring any others enter- -
ing in. On the contrary, they hinder in a hundred ways
the spread of a true knowledge of God and his Word
amongst the people.

; When the Key Was Lost

We should nat be understood as teaching that all the
responsibility of the loss of the Key'of Knowledge be-- -
longs to the Christian ministers of to-day, neither did -
pur Lord charge the Docters” of the Law- of his day
with the full responsibility. - He pointed back to the
same class in earlier days, saying,."Woe unto you! for -
you  build the sepulchers of the prophets, and your
fothers killed them”™ {v. 47) OCur Lord scems fo
have arraigned the clergy as a class, and to have held
the modern representatives responsible,. because they
gaye eyidence of having the same spirit that their pred-
seessors had, even though' they  condemned some of
their practices. Thus, their fathers killed the prophets, .
while théy killad the Lord himself and persecuted his
followers, Nor should we understand our Lord's words:
to apply to every individual of the Jewish clergy, the
Doctors of the Law, but rather that he spoke of them
as a class, ignoring the few exceptions. Similarly we
hold that amongst the teachers of to-day there are ex-
teptions to the gensral rule—God-loving and -fear-
Ing men, themsefves striving to enter into the knowled
DP God and to assist pthers to enter in But surely
thess dre u very small minority, and they are rarely
beard from. e e e e S
The Key of Knowledge of God's trie character was
lost long ago, buried under what the Lutherans style
the “dunghill of Roman decretals.” It was lost during
the “dark ages.” Luther and some of his coadjutors
did valiantly in striving to recover the Key, and at
least got hold of the handle. - But, alas! little progress
has since been made. . The key, while recovered, is still
hidden by a wvail, a mist of superstition and false doc-
trine. Shall we illustrate this? How, we ask? Could.
any one come to a knowledge of God—a true knowl- |
cdge, an appreciative knowledge, a hearty sympathy, a

owerful. Creator,, who made- man:;:d for his own
El:a.wré..'-y'ct_, before man's —creation prepared for l'hﬁ
wast majority. 2 place of eternal torment, manned wll‘.“ ;
fire-proof devils and supplied with fuel enough for':dl_
eternity? Whn that has that thought before his ﬂ_uh ,

who that believes that unscriptural teaching, could rd]g t—f_
1y reverence his Creator 3s.a God of jnsnce._an_rl of
love? In proportion as this cloud of ‘error, this *d o-cé 5
trine of devils,” comes between an intelligent mind and -

its Creator, in that same propertion it will be,impossi-

' THE LOST KEY OF KNOWLEDGE: '~ e e

Jews in their harvest time. To-day, also; we find'an”"

ble for hini tt;'rea][:.r know God,. whom to rightly know
wonild imply life eternal. Before the Key of Knowledge
can be found and used, and access gained to a right

. appreciation - and worship of God, this doctrine and

other similar superstitions of- the “dark ages” must be
gotten rid of. We thank God that in his providence

some to-day, Israelites indeed in whom there is no -

guile, are being helped to a knowledge by a message of
the great Teacher, even as a little flock of Israelites in-
deed were taught of God and inducted into a kuowledge
and love of God, despite the conduct and false teach-
ings and wrong attitude of the Doctors of the Law at
the first advent, - g

It should be noted that our Lord does not intimate -

that the Doctors of the Law themselves had entered

- into the knowledge and were keeping others ont of it_

but, on the contrary, that while they were in a2 favored
position to supply the Key and te enter in and to enjoy
the ‘knowler_fge, they were not only not deing so, but im
avoiding the knowledge they were hindering others who
were in quest of it. 5o to-day we are not to be under-

stood as intimating that the preachers of Christendom -

have the true knowledge and are withholding it from

the people, but the contrary—that they are confused,

that they know not God, and that therefore the divine

- plan of boundless mercy for the sins of the whole world
is hidden from their view. - As a class they know not =

God—they misunderstand him. But, instead of secking
for the Key and entering in, and seeking to assist others

. to enter in, have they not abandoned the Word of God

and taken up with Higher Criticizm and Evolution, and "

are they not guiding those who look up to them for

counsel in the same direction? “Why do not these edu-

“cated men of great opportunity. awake to the privilege

of their position and search the Scriptures, and by full

. consecration 'of their all to the Lord enter into the

school of Christ, that they may be taught of him, that
they may find the Key of Knowledge and assist in put—
ting it into the hands of those who are seeking God,
“feeling after him, if happily they might find him,” buot
who are now being misled and misdirceted? As our

Lord said, the blind are leading the blind, and surely -

all will’ fall into the ditch. The ditch of that day was
the time of trouble which wrecked the Jewish nation.-
The ditch of our day is the approaching day of trouble,
in which Christendom will be wrecked in a cathclysm

- of anarchy, according to the Sc_ripmres.

; ) " The Importance of Kﬂﬁv_ﬂedg{

In worldly matters the word knowledge is applicable
to any subject which we know and can demonstrate, but
in religious matters the word has a still broader mean-

_ing, and applies to things that we capnat actually prove.

but which we believe on satisfactory evidence—as, for

- instance, “I know that my Redeemer liveth.” Faith &=

the basis of this knowledge—faith in what we believe o
be a God-inspired revelation of things past and to come.

' This we may call faith-knowledge, and to 1111'.5 the
" Scriptures everywhere continually appeal, assuring os
" that “without faith it is impossible to please God,” that
- such faith is the foundation of all our hopes, the main-
* spring of all our best endeavors, and that according fo
. our ‘faith will be the results as respects our_present de-
" velopment of character along the lines of righteousness
““and our future attainment of the heavenly reward. If

is for this reason that we are urged to search the Serip-

" tures and to study to: show ourselves approved work-
. men, rightly dividing the Word of Truth,” and

& - -
that we may be ready, able at all times, to give to hiss

5:30; 2 Tim. 2:5: 1 Pet. 3:15) He who has not =
knowledge of the divine revelation, the divine plan, cas=

*‘that asketh us a reason_for the hope within us. (Johm. _
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not have a Scriptural hope, cannet have the legitimate

results of such a hope, namely, the anchorage of the
soml, sure and steadfast. (Heb. 6:10.) In harmony

with this the Apostle points out the fact that the heathen.

cannot be saved under the call of this Gospel Age,
Whatever salvation there may be for them will come
later under the Millennial Kingdom arrangements, for
how could they at present believe on him of whom they
have not heard, since now it has pleazed God to save
only those that believe and whose faith leads to the ap-
propriate conduct outlined in the Scriptures. The more
of this faith and knowledge the Lord’s people possess

the stronger should be their confidence and the nobler

should be their lives. This faith-knowledge is referred
ta in the Scriptures as the truth, as, for instance, when
our Lord said, “Sanctify them through thy truth, thy
Word is truth.”” (John 17:17.) The message of God
received by faith is accepted to be the truth, to be true

knowledge, and wherever it goes there must be a.

sanctifying, separating power.

How forceful, then, is this injunction, “My pcdgic.

perish for lack of knowledge.” (Hosea 4:6.) Not that
we put knowledge as superior to love—quite the con-

trary; knowledge is the foundation, love is the super- .
structure, the character development. No ome, there-.

fore, can rear a proper superstructure without a proper

foundation. The measure of the foundation must of -

necessity mark the limitations of the building upon it

Whoever has little knowledge of God and his character

and his Word has proportionately little of the sanctify-

ing power of the Truth. . If the knowledge does not pro- .
duce this fruitage the results are even as the Apostle .

points out in the words, “If I had all knowledge and

" had not love I-should be as sounding brass and a tink- -

ling eymbal”—it would profit me nothing. (1 Cor. 13:1.)

On the contrary, whoever thinks to build up a proper -

character without knowledge errs egregiously. The
Apaostle seems to point to this fact when he refers to
some as building upon the one sure foundation, Christ
TJesus, with wood, hay, stubble, erronecus teachings; and
others as building upon the good foundation with gold,
silver and precious stones, representative of the divine
truth. And the Apostle assures us that the testing time
will come and that.only the latter class will stand the
test, while the former will suffer loss, though them-
. selves will be “saved so as by fire” (1 Cor. 3:13-15.)
Thus does he point out the two distinet classes of the

saved ones of this Gospel Age, known in the Scriptures -

as the “Little Flogk™ and the “Great Company.” It is
proper that every child of God should look to it “that
he receive a full reward”™ (2 John 8); that he win the
great prize, that he be not one of those merely “saved

' 30 a5 by fire,” and who must “come up out of great

tribulation."—Rev. 7:14. . ; L)
- Qur Lord's Km:.uwl;dge ’A'ttcstﬁd ‘-

An illustration of the value of kno'w[cdge. is set forth -

in the Scripture in the words, "By his knowledge shall
my righteous servant justify many, when he shall bear
their miquities.” . (Isa. 53:11.) And this surely illus-

trates well the principle we have applied in the Scrip- -
tures to all the members of the Church, the Body of

Christ, who are required to be chiracter copies of God's

dear Son. Note the following references to the value-

of knowledge to the Church, the Elect of this present
age. The Apostle speaks of some who “have a zeal

for Ged, but not according to knowledge,” and dis-.

*tinctly intimates their disadvantage in the race on this

account. - 3
who are “full of goodness, and filled with all knowledge,

‘and able also to admonish one another.”. {Rom. 15:14)

‘greatest.

(Rom. 10:2)° The-Apostle commends those -

And again, he speaks of the advantage secured to those-
“enriched- in Christ with gl knowledge.” (1 Cor. 1:5.)"
And again, he speaks of knowledge coming through the
hely Spirit (& Cor, 12:8), and again, he reproves some-
who “have not the knowledge of God."—1 Cor. 15:34 -
Again-he points out that God's grace has shined into -
our hearts to give the “light of the knowledge of’
the glory of God” (2 Cor. 4:6.) And again, he ex-
horts to faithfulness “by pureness, by knowledge, by-
long suffering” (2 Cor. 6:6); and again in faith and:
utterance and knowledge; and again he refers to the-
necessity of casting down all fmaginations that would .
tend to exalt themselves against the knowledge of God
(2 Cor. 10:5.) In his epistle to the Ephesiafis he speaks.
of his own favor from God In respect to the knowledge -
of Christ, the- knowledge of the Mystery, and of the-
love of Christ which passeth knowledge. (1:17; 3:4,.
190.) To the Philippians he writes (1:9) urging that
they abound more and more in knowledge, and speaks.

. of the excellency of the knowledge of Jesus. (3:8

To the Colossians he writes that they should be fAlled:
with a knowledge of God's will, and make increase in
the knowledge of God. (1:9, 10.) He -refers to-
the treasures of wisdom and knowledge divine which
are hidden in Christ and imtended for those who come
unto the Father through him. The Apostle Peter also-
teaches that the Lord's grace comes unto us through the-
knowledge of God, who hath called us; and he exhorts.
that we add to our virtue knowledge, that we may be
not barren in the kmowledge of our Lord and Savipur: -
Jesus Christ—a Pet. 1:28.- -~ . :

" Knowledge During the Millennium

As the knowledge of God reaches but compnratfv-ctr
few of the human family during this Gospel Age, and’
few, therefore, gain the eternal life, it is of decp inter-

_est to all that the Lord’s Word' enunciates that it is his

will that all men should be saved [recovered from the
tomb] and come to a knowlédge of the Truth that they
may be saved. (1 Tim. 2:4) If the knowledge of the
Lard is a blessing to us now, and brings with it re-

_sponsibility and great opportunity and blessings present
“and prospective, it is in full accord with this that the

Lord here promises that ultimately all shall know him,.
and, all, therefore, have a full opportunity of attaining
the blessings he is so willing to bestow upon those who-
seek him in sincerity. Let us hearken to some of the
promises given to theze through the prophets. Isaiah
tells us that the whole earth shall be flled with the
knowledge of the Lord. (11:9.) Habbakuk gives a
very similar statement of  the matter, assuring us
that the earth will be filled with a knowledge of the
glory, the greatness,, the grandeur of the Lord.
(2:14) And again, the prophet Jeremiah declares that

" there shall be no longer need for every mam o say to
.. his neighbor and to his brother, Know thou the Lord,

for all- shall know him from the least even unto the
(31:34)  How glad we are that ulti-
mately God's glorious character shall be clearly seen
by all mankind—when the blindness of superstition, ig-
norance, bigotry and Satanic. deceit and doctrines of
devils shall have given way to the glorious light of the -
Sun of Righteousness, with healing, restitubon, in itz
beams! * S _
.27 “WWhom' Shall He Teach Knowledge?” -

"= Isaiah the Prophet is caused to give a picture of ouf-.

day in_which is pointed out the - stumbling of the
teachers of our time. Symbolically they are representerd

- a5 drunken with the wine of false dectrine, so that they
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“err in vision, they stumble in judgment,” because Pab}'—
- Jon hath made all nations drunk. (Rev. 17:2; 18:3.)
the creeds of the diffjerent denominations, are
represented as their table, at which they feed, and are
declared to be full of ejecta and uncleanness. Then,
still referring to our day, the Lord through the Prophet
inguires (Isa. 2B:9), “Whom shall he teach knowledge
and wham shall he make to enderstand doctrine?” The
question implies that few will be in a condition to um-
derstand the Truth in this day, and then the answer is
given—"Them that are weaned from the milk and drawn
from the breasts” This symbolical picture represents
the Lord's faithful people as merely babes in Christ,
and informs uvs that even these must be weaned from
their infantife condition that, as the Apostle supgesis,
they may appreciate t.e strong meat of divine revela-
tion, and thus grow strong in the Lord and in the power
of his might, advancing from the infantile condition to
full manhood in Christ—FHeb. 5:12.

While the intimation is that the Doctors of the Law
at the first advent and the Doctors of Divinity at the
present time will wield so strong an influence a5 to
hinder the majanly of these who are trusting them
from entering into the riches of God's grace which are
properly their portion, we have variouns intimations that
the Lord will not permit this to be the case with those
who are at heart loyal to him.  These will be drawn
from the priests of sectarianism and from the creeds
of the “dark ages”; they will be weaned; they will find
the sectarian bed too short and the sectarian covers too
narrow, and will get out from these conditions into the
full liberty of the children of God. Not into that bold
.agnastic condition known as the New Theology, but into
the fiberty of the sons of God, under. the 1umt-atlcms of
the diving "Ward of revelasion, wiich to them will bz
line upon line, here a little and there a little. As at

the first advent the Lord found such a class and fed -

them, strengthened them, so—although they were recog-

nized as ignorant and wnlearned men—they were soon
known-as talented, and their neighbors and enemies
took knowledge of them that they had been with Jesus
and learned of him—learned of the true God, of his
true character and of the true hope set before them in
the Gospg]', 50 we have the Lord’s promise that in the
end of this age—notwithstanding the fact that the Key
of Kmmrlcdgl: is lost to the majority, and that those who
should have it and should be leading the way into it
have it not and are turning the people aside from look-
ing in the right direction—nevertheless our Lord Jesus,
whom the Apostle styles the great Shepherd of the
sheep, promises that at his second advent he will gather
his sheep in that dark and stormy day—Ezek. 34:11, 12

He promises also that in this day he will cause his
faithful ones, weaned from the milk and drawn from -
the breasts, to sit down to a table of his own furnishing,
not filled with the e¢jecta of the “dark ages,” and that
he himself will come forth and serve his people meat in
due scason, things new and old, Let us not only take
this attitude of readiness to enter into the light of the
knowledge of God and to be fed thereby, but addition-
ally l=t us see to it that the strength which we derive
from this strong meat of Present Truth.shall be such
as will build us up, sanctify us, that we may attain to
that full knowledge of God which can be had only by
those who come into heart-fellowship with him through
Christ, and which will constitute to them an evidence
that they are sons of God, taught of God, for to such
iz the message of the Saviour, “The Father himself lov-
eth yon® (John 16:27.) To all who have hitherto
been careless as respects this Key of Knowledge and
the blessings that are to be unlocked the:reby we urge
that it is high time for them to awake out of sleep and -
oDut u; Qs Kiess i 10 search e .‘J\,r:plurt:. and to en-
ter into the blessed joys of the Lord to be had now
through faith in his ‘aVord and to be prepared to enter
into the joys of the Lord actually very soom.
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If the reader hungers and thrrsts for the Truth he
shall be filled, is the Master’s” promise—The Key of
Enowledge shall he found now by him who seeketh it.
Qur Society has published and is supplying at cost
price (2se, cloth-bound, postpaid) a wveritable "Bible
Key,” as many have found it—"Tae Diving FLaN OF
Order a copy at once, that
vour faith may be the more quickly reéistablished in
God’s promises and that your joy in the Lord may the
more quickly abound in your heart,
Sold by colporteurs, 3s5c.
lions of these are already in the hands of the people,
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