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T‘m‘ st Verzly I say unto thee today, thou shalt be wztﬁ me
in paradise,”’ —Luke 23:43.
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The theology which came down to us
from the dark ages was wonderful in
its extremes. It pictured Divine wrath
as unsatisfied with anything short'of

an eternity of torture for the sinner,”

and in the next breath assured us of a
Divine mercy which would take the
vilest .sinners to an eternity of glory
without character development, merely
at their request. * One would suppose
that neither of these doctrines could
command support amongst reasoning,
intelligent people, but they d0‘ and the
only explanation of the matter is that
by reason of the fall the.balance of
human judgmen-t on moral questions
particularly, 1s sadly undone. It is
fair, however, to suppose that the ma-
jority of intelligent people ‘have never
so much as given these subjects con-
sideration. - Receiving them through
the various creeds from childhood’s

hour, they have swallowed them with-

Secondly, if there bé such a “piace of
eternal torment, they reason, it is
quite improbable that they will die s6
suddenly as not to have time to offer
a petition for mercy—a petition which,
if offered, will surely be heard and an-
swered, and bring them t® the regions
of the blest.

The further reasoning is, that while
heaven is certainly desirable, it is use-
less to seek it via the strait gate and
narrow way and self sacrificing expe-
riences of Jesus and the Apostles and
all the saints. The reasoning is, that
these saintly ones may indeed occupy
a higher position in heaven than thoge
who are saved after a life of 'sin a(ﬁd
carelessness by a momentary prayer in
the dying hour; but the philosophizing
is, that the pleasures of sin for a sea-
son more than compensate for the

_higher glory of the saints, since even

‘out reﬂection taught that to doubt them

would bring the doubters under the
‘ban of Divine displeasuré, and make

sure that Divine mercy should never:

reach them. - - oY
e Bad Eff___ggg of érror.

It 15 difficult to meastird the bad re-
sults which have flown from the mis-
interpretation of “our text. (1). The

~

Divine character and government have

thereby been traduced and meastrably
brought into contempt as unphilosoph-
fcal, unreasonable, arbitrdry, instead
of wise and just. Two vagabonds
gambled and quarreled, drewtheir re-
volvers and ‘shot each other. The
aore contemptible of the two. killed
his antagonist ingtantly, while he him-
self lingered in consciousness for a
few minutes, during which he had op-
portunity to lay, “God be merciful to
me a sinner.” The creeds of Protes-

tantism* tell us that the one who used "

the magical words was instantly ush-
cred. to heavenly glory and compan-
fonship  with the  pure and. holy
throughout eternity. The other, we
are told, though .less vile,- 'went Iin-
stantly te eternal torture and despalr,
without a single ray of hope.

Is it any woader that such unrea-
sonable conclusions have driven many
of the brighter minds of Protestantism
uato- infidelity, and led others back to
the teachings of the Church of Rome,

ch, to say the least, is more con-
gistent, in that it would.put both of
the culprits into.“Purgatory,” where
after centuries of torture and instruc-
tion in righteousness they- might be
prepared, either or both of them, for
heavenly glory. 'We are not advocat-
ing either infidelity or, Romanism; we
are defending the Bible, but inciden-
tally must admit that our "Protestant
views of some portions of Holy Writ
have been’ very unsatismctory and
very baneful. 2
(2) Who can measure . the il effects

_ of this doctrine upon thousands, lead-

ing them to believe ‘that whatever
their crime, a few magical words of
repentance will straighten 1t all out?
Can ‘it be doubted that this wrong
theory is accountable for much of the
wickedness committed by'those who
know better, who reside in eivilized
lands? First of all they doubt: the
doctrine of eternal torment, being un-
able to imagine how any one could

‘burn forever and yet not be destroyed,

the sinners are to get to paradise af
the small cost of nine words—the sup-
posed teaching. of our text. -

The True Interpretation.

Before proceeding .to . discuss the .
- principles involved as between the

right and the wrong interpretation of

‘our Lord’s worls, Tet us Hotlce what

‘he really did say and really did mean,
gnd how it happened the true meaning
was lost sight of and the erroneous one
adopted generally. The Bible teaching
that ‘“the dead know not anything,”
together with the doctrine that the res-
urrection of the dead is the Divine pro-
vision, has long been lost sight of.
Our Lord’s own words that “No man
hath ascended up to heaven” have been
overlooked, and so has his teaching re-
specting his Kingdom-—that the bless-
ing of the Church and of the world
awaits his second coming, when ke will
establish his Kingdom under the whole
heavens in power and  great glory.
Losing sight of these truths has led
directly to the dsceptance of the gen-
eral error respecting our text.

Let us pegin the mvestigahon by,
noting what the dying thief requested.
He had heard his companion berating
our Lord, saying, If thou be Messiah,
save thyself and us. He had sufficient
character to realize the dishonesty of
classifying our Lord with evil doers.
He spoke up, reproving his compan-
ion; and then turned to Jesus, and, as
a reward, asked, “Lord, remember me
when thou comest into thy Kingdom.”
He did not ask to be remembered in
heaven, nor that day, but when our
Lord, who was then being crucified,
should attain to his Kingdom.

As the thief’s request was a reasou-
able one, our Lord’s answer was no
less reasonable. He said, in the words
of our text, Verily (truly) 1 say unto
thee to-day [this day of my agony and
rejection by Israel, and crucifixion by
the Roman soldiers; this day, when I
seem to be an imposter and not at ali‘
the Messianh; nevertheless, truly 1 tel
you to-day] thou shalt be with me in'
Paradise. I do not tell you when you
shall be with me, nor have you even
asked me to tell you. You have asked

to be remembered when I come into -

my Kingdom, when I shall have fully
taken control of the Kingdom under
the whole heavens, when the speedy
result will be that the entn'e world
will become a Paradise, and you have
esked mxy assurance that you wWill he

there, and I will remember you as re-
quested.

Punctuation Not Inspired.

It will be noticed that this different
interpretation makes necessary the
changing of the comma from before
“to-day” to after it. We remark that
the punctuation of our text was surely
not ingpired, fqr punctuation was not
invented until centuries after our Bi-
ble was” written. Our interpretation,
with the comma after “to-day,” makes
this entire passage reasonable and har-
monious—consistent with all the re-
mainder of the Bible, and logical.

Further, be it remembered, that
Jesus was not in Paradise on the day
he died; nor has Paradise lost, yet
been restored. Jesus was dead, and
St. Peter declares he “arose from the
dead on the third day.” He then de-
clared to Mary, “I have not yet ascend-
ed to my Father and to your Father,
to my God and to ydur God” (John
xx, 17).

As a matter of fact, the other thief
algo will be in Paradise. All mankind,
redeemed by our Lord’s sacrifice, will
have the privilege of the Millennial
blessings. As we read, “All thateare
in their graves shall hear the voice
of the Son of Man and come forth.”
The Church will come forth to the
heavenly ‘glory and condltion for
which they have been prepared by the
trials, the disciplines, the lessons, the
chiselings, the polishings, of this pres-
eat-lifs, ~Lhelrz-will. be the instantane-
ous change, or resurrection, from
earthly to heavenly conditions. Those
of the spirit-begotten ones, all who
wilfully walk after the flesh and not
after the Spirit, having had their trial
in the present life, will be accounted
worthy of the Second Death. All the
remainder of mankind, not having
come to a knowledge of the Truth, not
having inéurred, therefore, the respon-
sibility of this age, will come forth
during the Millennium when Messiah’s
Xingdom shall be established and
his rule of rightecusness shall have
brought the earth to the condition of
Paradise. Both of these thieves, and
all other thieves and all other evil
doers, all -of the heathen, all who have
not in the present life come to a clear
knowledge of the truth, and sinned
against light, against the holy Spirit,
will be there—there to be blessed, to
be enlightened, to be brought to a
knowledge of the Truth, and if they
will, to be helped out of ignorance,
superstition, sin, weaknesses—mental,
moral and physical. -~

Nof Luck, but Character.

The attaining of eternal life will not
be a matter of luck, but a matter of
character. It is true at the present
time that chance, or luck, would seem
to be associated with many of our af-
fairs, except-as we are able to view
them in, the light of Divine revelation.
Some of us were fortunate to be bet-
ter born than others—born of religious
parents. Some are fortunate in being
born in religious communities, and in
a land of liberty and enlightenment.
Some are unfortunate in being born in
heathen lands, of heathen parentage,
ete. But the Scripture shows that dur-
ing this present time God is exercising
his sovereign power in electing a spe-
cial class of special characters, and
assures us that a majority of these are
being called from amongst the mixed

peoples of Europe and America, and
that proportionately few are being *:

gathered from other nationalities.
1f all of the non-elect were consigned
to eternal torment, or even to Purga-i

tory, @ grave. iniustice . would be'

chargeablé against the Almighty Elect-
or. But this is not the case. The
Lord is no respecter of persons, but

is taking out from the world of man-

kind, from every nation, those with
suitable characters, those upon whom
his Truth and Grace exercise a trans-
forming influence. The non-elect, not
worthy of a blessing amongst the
faithful of the first class now being!
gelected, pass at death to the tomb. to
the prison-house of sheol, hades, where
there is no wisdom, knowledge nor de-
vice, as the Scliptures declare (Ecclesi-
astes ix, 10). Although unworthy of -
a share in the blessings now being dis-
pensed, God’s love and mercy pursue
after these through Christ, and in
their interest the Millennial Kingdom
will be established. Under its domina-
tion Satan will be bound, every in-
fluence of evilewill be restrained, and’
every good influence will be brought
- -into captivity, to the intent that all
those at present non-elect, and un-
worthy of the present salvation, may
be brought to a savable condition
through the rewards and‘punishments’s
(Judgments) of the Millennial Age.
The result of the purifymg influences
of that time upon thé willing and -
obedlent will be full human perfection
and the reward of everlasting life in’
Paradise restoredi—world-wide, under
the whole heaven. The resuit to the
unwilling who will resist God’s grace
and merciful provistons will be eternal
death—extinction—=the Second Peath—

" Gefitna-(Reveiation X5, 14, IS

Character a Prerequisite. .

The Bible, in harmony with sancti-
fied common sense, teaches that char-
acter is a prerequisite of Divine favor
and eternal life. Whoever is called
during this Gospel Age and fails to de-
velop character, will fail to attain the
reward of life eternal. Similarly, in
the world’s trial time, or Day of Judg-
ment, the Millennial Age, character will
be the test. All the influences of the
great Kingdom of Messiah will be ex-
ercised with a view to the develop-
ment of character, and ohly those prop-
erly exercised thereby will get the re-
ward of earthly life eternal.

The question properly arises here,
What kind of character will meet
with the Divine approval and be grant-
ed the reward of life everlasting? We
answer that God has but one standard,
which is fully set forth in the Scrip-
tures. The Law of God is the stand- .
ard. That Law standard is, “Thou
shalt love the Lord, thy God, with all
thy heart, with all thy mind, with all
thy being, with all thy strength, and.
thy neighbor as thyself.” As our Re-
deemer testified, on these .two_com-
mandments hang all the Law and the
prophets; all the divine blessings and

" promises and covenants are to those who

develop the character here described.
World Actually Attains.

The Scriptures show a difference as
between God’s dealings with the
Church in this age and the world in
the next age, even though there be
but the one Law or standard of char-
acter for both. During the Millennium,
when everything will be favorable to
hnman uplift, during the “times of
restitution of all things which God
hath spo.cen by the mouth of all the
holy prophets since the.world began,”
actual obedience to the Divine Law,
and actual attainment of this standard
of character, will be required. Not all
at once, however. The poor world
“born in sin and shapen in iniquity’ -
in sin did their mothers conceive them
—are “prone to sin as the sparks to fly
upward.” Steeved. m_d_ezradation they
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will require years, if not centuries, of
determined resistance of sin and culti-
vation of the principles of righteous-
ness to develop in them absolutely the
character required by the Divine Law
—TLove suprenie for God and Love for
the neighbor as for oneself.

During the Millennium the weak-
nesses and imperfections of the race
will be conceded by the great Teacher,
Christ and the Church—Jesus the Iead
and the Church his members. The
wmore degraded the will, the more un-
dermined the character, the more per-
verted the coascience and judgnment,
the more difticult will be the ascent of
humanity from the horrible pit of sin
and deatih, even with the assistance of
the Redeemer. The less degraded the
mind, the less perverted the con-
science, the stronger the will for right-
eousness, the easier will be the as-
zent along the Highway of Iloliness,
-sf which it is written, ‘“The redeemed
shall walk thereon” (Isaiah xxxVv, 9).
The laggards will reccive the “stripes’”
of correction for their assistance; thec
zealous will rcceive the smiles and
blessings of the great High I'ricst, the
great Tcacher and Mediator like unto
Moses, of whom it is written, “And it
shall come to pass, that every soul
which will not hear (obey) that
Prophet, shall be destroyed from
among the people” (Acts iii, 23). All
the reformation must be made during
the allotted time—the thousand years
of Christ’s relgn. SIn must be put
down—not only outward sin, but in-
ward sin, even in the very thoughts
and intents of the heart. Sin must be
eradicated, even to the extent of the
destruction of the wilful sinner ’n the
Second Death. >

If the thieves and liars ana evil
doers in general would realize that
they are either making character
or undermining character every day,
what a helpful influence it would have
upon the social and politicel and finan-
cial life of the world! The effect
would be the very reverse of that
which is now made by the false inter-
pretation of our Lord’s words to the
thicf, which we are seeking to corrcct.

If every pernicious word uttered
were realized to be so much of an un-
dermining influence, if every perni-
cious thought were similarly recog-
nized, with what carefuluess would
mankind come to guard their thoughts
and their words, as well as their
deeds. They would attentively learn
the great general lesson set forth
in the Scriptures, and also in the
book of nature, namely, “Whatsoever a
man soweth that shell he also reap.”
Who shall say that there would not be
less “sowing of wild oats” if all were as-
sured that a proportionate crop would
be wunavoidably reaped, and that no
mere prayer of repentance would con-
stitute an “open sesame” to heavenly
glory to the one who had lived a life
deserving reprobation and punishment.

THE BLOOD-BOUGHT ROBE

The blood-bought robe I gladly wecar.
"Tis one my neighbors, all, may share,
A robe so perfect, pure and white,
Its very folds reflect the light.

"Twill also fit each form and size,
Such wond’rous virtue in it lies;
Every deformity ’twill hide,
And deck the wearer like a bride.

This robe cannot with gold be bought,
However much it may be sought;
Titles of earth, genius, or fame,
No share in it can cver claim.

But thosc who, counting all hut dross,
low low before the Saviour’s cross,
Believing he will hear their cry,
And on lis promises rely;
Who claim no merit of their own,
Trusting in Jesus’ name alonce;
This robe will cover, comfort, bless,
For ’tis Christ’s robe of Rightcousuess.
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with the leaven of walice and wickedness; but with the unlcavencd
tread of sincerily and truth,” —1 Cor. 5.7, 8,

The Passover geremoiies, the. first
ingtitution of Divine favor with the na-
tion of Israel, prefigured the first in-
stitution of Divine lavor toward Spir-
itual Isracl imaugurated by our l.ord
Jesus in the Eucharist or Holy Com-
munion. As the Apostie indicated in
our text, the Jewish PPassover was a
foreshadowing or typifying of the bet-
ter things, the real passover, with
which we have to do. While we are
not wholly dependent npon the Jewish
type for our information, but have
tlear, Divine statements by cur Lord
and the apostles respecting the rela-
tionship between our Lord and the
Church and the special ‘salvation of
the “elect” class, nevertheless we find
in the Passover type many details
which assist us greatly in the under-
standing of the antitype.

We should notice first of all that the
passover directly affected only the
first-borns of Israel, although it indij-
rectly affected all the remainder of
Israel. That is to say, the last plague
upon Kgypt was lhe death of their
first-borns only, and the Passover cele-
brates the fact that the first-horns of
Israel were spared or passed over by
the destroying angel in that night. As
the younger of the Egyptians were not
endarngered, neither were the younger
children of the Israclites endangered;
hence the latter were not passed over.
Yet they were certainly interested in
the passing over or sparing of the
first-borns, not merely because of their
relationship, but because in the Lord’s
providence those first-borns became
leaders and deliverers of the people on
the next day, as they went forth from
Egypt. Those first-borns of Israel, ex-

- changed by Divine direction for the

entire tribe of I.evi, were thereafter
represented in them, and they, as the
sacrificing Priests and teaching IL.e-
vites, became the ministers of the
Law Covenant for that mnation. The
antitype of this was distinctly pointed
out by the Apostle, namely, that the
“elect” Church of this Gospel Age is
the “Church of the First-Born, which
are written in heaven.” (Heh. 12:23)
These are to be the “able ministers of
the New (T.aw) Covenant.”

These first-borns alone are heing
dealt with during this Gospel Age or
“night.” These alone are in danger of
a death penalty. As the Apostle de-
clares, If we sin wilfully after that we
have received the knowledge of the
truth, there remaineth no more sac-
rifice for our sins, but a certain fear-
ful looking for of judgment, and fiery
indignation, which shall devour us as
the adversaries of God and righteous-
ness. (Heb. 10:26,27.) Nevertheless,
“the whole world of mankind is certain-
ly interested in this Church of the
First-Born, in its successful passing
over, its attainment of everlasting life,
because these are the Roval Priest-
hood and instructors of the New Cov-
enant, shortly to be sealed, by the
terms of which all the families of the
earth will receive the blessing of rec-
onciliation to God through the knowl-
edge of the Truth and through the
blessing of the Millennial Kingdom, ase
sociated with the New Covenant.

Jesus the Passover Lamb.

Having noted the first-born class we
should discern clearly also the Pass-
over lamb, through the merit of whose
blood the passing over of the first-
borns was effected. The lamb is a
peculiarly innocent animal, wholly un-
prepared for defense or resistance, and
thus a suitable picture or type of our
Lord, who was non-resistant and fully
and freely surrendered his rights and
earthly ifnterests on our behalf—on be-
half of the IMirst-Borns. True, others
than the First-Borns will ultimately be
profited by his sacrifice, but these spe-
cially and peculiarly so. Thus far
God’s only dealings during this Gospel
Age arc with this class. These alqne
have an Advocate with the Father, Je-
sus Christ the Righteous. These alone
thus far are reconciled to God. All of
God’s Dblessings to the unbelievers
must come in the future under tho
New Covenant, because only beligvers
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can be justilicl by faith and receive
the blessings of the Faith Covenant—
the Abrahamic Covenant. “The Lamb
of God which taketh away the sin of
the world” first saves or passes over
the Church of the first-borns and later
in the Millenninm will bless all who
will become Abrahan’s seed.

There are pictures in the Church
which represent her as participating
with the Liord in his sacrifice, but this
Passover type is not one of these. The
Passover lamb represented our Lord
Jesus as “The Lamb of God, which tak-
eth away the sin of the world.” (John
1:29.) But the sin of the world has
not yet been taken away. Ie has not
yet applied his merit for the world,
but only and expressly for the IHouse-
hold of Faith. In another sacrifice,
which represents our Lord and the
Church conjointly sacrificing, as Head
&nd members, the members were cut
into various pieces and laid with the
Head on the altar, thus typifying
Christ, as the Head and the Church
as his members. But provision was
made that the Passover sacrifice was
not to be divided. It was to be eaten
whole—not a bone was to be broken.
1t represented not Christ and the

. Church, but Christ alone in his sac-

rifice.
“In That Night.”

Be it remembered that the passing
over took place in the night, not in
the daylight. When the morning ar-
rived the lIsraelites went forth out of
the land of Egypt to liberty, to free-
dom from bondage. But during the
night they were still in bondage and
waiting for the deliverance which
could come only after the passing of
the first-borns. That night of the type
represented this Gospel Age. The same
thought is given by our Lord when he
says, “Liet your light shine before
men.” (Matt. 5:16.) Again, “Neither
do men light a candle, and put it un-
der a bushel, but on a candlestick;
and it giveth light unto all that arein
the house.” (Matt. 5:15.) The Apos-
tle Peter expresses the same thought,
saying, “We have also a more Sure
word of prophecy; whereunto ye do
well that ye take heed, as unto a light
that shineth in a dark place, until the
day dawn, and the day star arise in
your hearts.” (2 Pet. 1:19.) Again, the
Prophet, speaking of the Church, says,
“Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet,
and a light unto my path.” (Psa. 119:
105.) And numerous Scriptures refer
to the new Millennial dispensation as
the morning in which the Sun of Right-
eousness will arige with healing in his
beams, in which the shadows of su-
perstition and works of darkness shall
all be driven away. The appropriate-
ness must be evident to every reason-
able mind. God’s people are children
of the day in the sense that their hopes
and sentiments belong not to the dark-
ness of sin and to the night-time, but
to the reign of the Sun of Righteous-
ness, for which they are praying, “Thy
Kingdom come; thy will be done in
sarth, as it is in heaven.,”—Matt. 6:10.

Ilighteen centuries ago our Lord
paid that he came as a light into the
world, but that men loved darkness
rather than light. Only a few yet rec-
ognize him as “the True Light.” But
eventually he will “light every man
that cometh into the world.” Indeed,
his Church are invited to become as-
sociated with him as lamp-bearers and,
it faithful in permitting their light to
shine now, they will by and by be
parts of that great Sun of Righteous-
ness which shall heal the world with
its beams. Our TL.ord pointed this out
in the parable of the wheat and the
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tares; that in the end o: wiis age he
would gather the wheat into the barn;
and then shall the righteous shine
forth as the sun in the Kingdom of
their Father.” Alas, that so few have
“an ear to hear” and accept the won-
derful teachings of the Divine Plan!;

The Blood on the Door-Posts All Nighu.

The Israelites were instructed that
the blood of the lamb must be sprin-
kled on the door-posts and lintels of
their houses that night. This indicated
that all who would belong to the
Household of Faith must believe in
the precious blood of Christ, and be thus
“justified by faith” irrespective of de-
nomination. To believe thus would
make us members of the Household of
Faith, but it would not determine
whether or not we sbiould be of the
First-Born ones. The Very Elect, the
Saints, the Royal Priesthood, have this
place of seniority in the Houseliold of
Faith—mnot by reason of natural years,
but by reascn of spiritual development.
They are priests, elders in the sense of
their primacy of development in the
character-likeness of their Redeemer,
which also indicates their faith and
their obedience.

‘We are not emphasizing too strongly
that this is the Scriptural teaching:
that we are not merely to believe in
Jesus—that he lived, that he died—
but specially to believe that he died
sacrificially, the just for the unjust;
and to accept our share of the redemp-
tion which he secured by his precious
blood. The sprinkling of the blood on
the door-posts implied public confes-
sion of*the precious blood of the Lamb
of God, in his death and its efficacy for
us which is thus signified.

It will be remembered that the Is-
raelites were enjoined against going
out of the house during the night, be-
cause when the Lord would pass
through and see the blood on the lin-
tel and door-posts, he would pass over
and-.not suffer the destroyer to come
into the house. The injunction that
those under the door sprinkled with
blood should not go out from under it
during that night has special applica-
tion and force with respect to the first-
borns, and antitypically signified that
if any of us who are of the First-
Borns should go out from under the
blood, in the sense of denying the
merit, the eflicacy of the blood of Je-
sus, the penalty of such a eourse would
be death—Second Death—hopeless ex-
tinction. &

Eating the Lamb.

As the blood of the lamb marked
the Household of Faith, not merely
the first-borns of that household, so
the eating of the lamb was not mere-
ly for the first-borns, but for all of the
household. So our Lord said, “My
flesh is meat indeed.” (John 6:55.)
And again, “This is that Bread which
came down from heaven; he that eat-
eth of this Bread shall live forever.”
(John 6:58.) In other words, it was
not only necessary that Jesus should
die, a meritorious sacrifice, but it is
necessary additionally that all who
would have profit through his sac-
rifice must feed upon him — must ap-
propriate the merit of his sacrifice.

What did he lay down? What di¢
he surrender on our behalf? We an-
swer, He sacrificed the human na-
ture and all of its rights and interests.
He made this sacrifice for us—both
human rights and privileges. As a per-
fect man, holy, harmless and unde-
filed, separate from sinners, he pos-
sessed the full rights and privileges
of the perfect Adam, lost through, diso-
bediemce. The man Christ Jesus gave
himself a sacrifice to redeem or buy
back the human nature, the human
rights lost by father Adam. This price
he paid when he surrendered all and
“died, the just for the unjust.” The
eating of the lamb pictured or typi-
fied the appropriation by the House-
hold of Faith of those earthly rights
and earthly interests which were for-
feited by Adam’s disobedience and re-
deemed by Jesus’ death. In other
words, the eating of the lamb signi-
fies our appropriating Justification
from sin. We eat by faith and are,
therefore, said to be “fustified by
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faith.” By faith we are pé&rmitted to
count ourselves as fully reinstated in
God’s favor through the merit of
Christ’s sacrifice, even as we were
barred from Divine favor through the
demerit of Adam’s sin. The eating sig-
nifies the appreciation of these things
and the appropriation of them to our-
selves. The more we eat the more we
appreciate and the greater is our feel-
Ing of satisfaction in respect to our
freedom from condemnation and our
reinstatement in Divine favor through
the merit of our Passover Lamb.

The First-Borns of the Household
of Faith, stronger, more rugged, more
advanced, naturally appropriated the
more of the Lamb. Besides this, bit-
ter herbs were provided for sharpen-
ing of the appetite, and these herbs
represented the bitter trials and ex-
periences of the saints, which more
end more show us our imperfection,
and cultivate in us an appreciation of
the merit of our Lord as tully cover-
Ing our blemishes apd fully sat bfying
our every craving, and making us
fully acceptable $o our Heavenly
Father.

The Blood of the New Covenant.

Year by year for more than sixteen
centuries the Jews by Divine direc-
tion had kept the Passover—not mere-
ly emblematically representing the
sacrifice of the lamb and the eating of
it on the same night and the sprin-
kling of the door-posts with the blood,
but additionally they kept a feast of
seven days following. That feast rep-
resented the joys and rejoicings, the
blessings and favors of relationship to
God, based upen the merit of the Pass-
over lamb, and its sacrifice and thg
eating thereof,

Yet the Jews understood not the
meaning of what they did. It was not
necessary that they should under-
stand It. When God’s due time should
come the key would be granted. And
that time came on the night in which
our Lord was betrayed, the night of
the fourteenth day of the first month,
the "very night of the typical Kkill-
ing of the passover lamb, of which
this evening is the anniversary.
Jesus said, “With desire I bave de-
sired to eat this passover with you be-
fore I guffer.” (Luke 22:15.) He gath-

~ered about him his twelve apostles.
They had tkeir usual Passover supper
of roast lamb, and afterward our Lord
introduced what we familiarly term
“The Lord’s Supper,” or a new sym-
bolization of the Passever—antitypical.

What be introduced with his follow-
ers was to take the place of the Jew-
ish ceremony with them, to carry out
the same thought, But on a higher
plane, as representing a clearer and
better understanding of the matter.
Instead of the lamb would be the un-
leavened bread representing our Lord's
flesh. This he distributed to them, say-
ing, “This is my body, which is given
for you; this do in remembrance of
me.” (Luke 22:19.) The eating of that
unleavened bread represented Justifi-
cation, their appropriating to them-

* selves of the merit of Christ’s sacri-
fice. Then our Lord added a new fea-
ture; for awhile all believers might
partake of the bread and realize Jus-
tification through the merit of his sac-
rifice; only a certain class of believ-
ers were invited to partake of the

blood—the eup.” The cup represent-
ed death. Qrdinarily under the Jewish
Law the partaking of blood would rep-
resent blood-guiltiness or responsibil-
ity for the death, but our Lord gave
his disciples fruit of the vine as sym-
bolic of his blood, and urged upon
them its appropriation, saying, “This
cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you”; and “for many.”
“Drink ye all of it.”—Luke 22:20;
Matt. 26:27, 28.

This invitation to drink of his blood
signifies a participation with Christ as
his members, in a sacrifice of earthly
life, earthly interests, hopes, aims, am-
bitions, everything. All who accept
this invitation to drink of his bhloed
thereby pledge their lives in the same
service for which he gave this life. It
will thus be seen that these undertake
a great contract. This thonght is en-
tirely additional to anything in the
Jewish Passover type. There is no in-
timation that any of the “household”
were to partake of the blood of the
slain lamb. Nevertheless we who now
accept our L.ord’s proposition to share
in his blood and lay down our lives
with him in defense of the Truth,
thereby mark ourseclves as elder broth:
ers in the Household of Faith and
members of the First-Born with our
T.ord, our Redeemer and prospectively
the “royal priesthood.”

“As Ye Are Unleavened.”

The Apostle points out these items
to which we have called attention,
saying that the Lord’s consecrated
followers are counted as members of
the Body of Christ, the Church, under
Jesus the IHead. He indicates that the
broken loaf represents primarily our
Lord Jesus broken for us, and that sec-
ondarily the Church of Christ are of
those who willingly and joyfully yield
themselves for the sake of and in the
Lord’s cause. He points out also that
the cup of Christ’s blood, in which we
are invited to partake, signifies to us
a ‘“common union in the sufferings
and afllictions of Christ, so that who-
ever intelligently partakes of the Me-
morial Supper represents two things,
namely (1) his faith in Jesus as the
Passover Lamb and the eating of it as
his appreciation cand participation in
the merits of Jesus, by ~vhich he is
fustified. (2) He intimatec that ho g
a member of the Body of Christ, all
the members of which agreec to be
broken, a member in that “little flock”
whose faithfulness is manifested by
drinking of the Master’s cup—sharing
with him in his sacrifice. Note his
words, “The cup of blessing which we
bless, is it not the communion of the
blood of Christ? The bread wkich we
break, is it not the communion of the
body of Christ? For we, being many,
are one bread and one body, for we
are all partakers of that one bread.”—
1Cor.10:16, 17.

Everywhere throughout the Scrip-
tures the word leaven stands for cor-
ruption, as in contrast with purity.
And so in our text, the Apostle ex-
borts the Church that the old leaver,
the leaven of wickedness, the leaven
of hypocrisy, the leaven of malice and
pride, be thoroughly purged out of the
Church, that we all together might be
a new lump, a new class of purified
ones, representing Messiah in the
world 2s his memkters.
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THE LORD WILL PROVIDE

Though troubles assail and dangers affiright,
Though friends should all fail and foes all unite,
Yet one thing secures us, whatever betide;
The promise assures us, “The Lord will previde.”

The birds, without barn or store-house, are fed;
From them let us learn to trust for our bread;
His saints what is fitting shall ne’er be denied,
So long as ’tis written, “The Lord will provide.”

‘When Satan appears to stop up our path,
And fills us with fears, we triumph by faith;

He cannot take from us, though oft he has tried,
The heart-cheering promise, “The Lord will provide.”

He tells us we're wealk, our hope is in vain;
The good that we seek we ne’er shall obtain,
But when such suggestions our grace have tried,
This answers all questions,

No strength of our own, nor goodness we claim;
Qur trust is all thrown on Jesus’ dear name:

In this, our Strong Tower, for safety we hide;
The Lord is our power, “The Lord will provide.”

‘When life sinks apace, and death is in view.
The word of his grace shall comfort us through:
Not fearing nor doubting with Christ on our side,
‘We're sure to die feeling, “The Lord will provide.”

A

“The Lord will provide.”

“The Rizen Christ,
flipad and Mewmbers”

Lexti—""If then ye be risen with Christ, seek those things whick are above,
where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God ,'—Col, 3.1,

Noiwithslanding the fact that our

word Easter is of heathen origih and
was originally applied to the queen
of heaven, we may perhaps do well
to remember that this need not
banish the thought of Easter as
it has now developed before the
Christian mind in commemoration of
our Lord’s resurrection from the dead.
With the word Easter let us pray and
seek to understand the full importance
of the great resurrection event. Our
Lord’s resurrection may- be viewed
from three different standpoints, all of
them Lateresting.

H1rst.—~ His resurreeuion trom the

dead meant that he figished
the work which he undertook
to do on cur behalf—the

great
work for which he te7i o T
enly glory and humbled himself from
the spirit nature to the human plane
when he was born of a woman., IHe
undertook to do the Irather’s will and
to give his life a ransoin price in offset
of original sin and its death penalty,
which passed upon IFather Adam and
by heredity upon all of his race. The
Scriptures informn us that a reward or
Joy was sct before our Lord—the joy
of doing the Ileavenly Iather’s will,
tie joy of redeeming mankind and the
joy of attaining thus to the great re-
ward offered--namely, glory, honor and
immortality at the right hand of the
majesty on high, far abcve angels,
prineipalities and powers and every
name that is named. Our Lord’s resur-
rection from the dead implies that his
work met with the Ifather’s approval
and that all of that reward promised
to him had been legitimately secured
aq hic hioch reward

Meaning of the Resurrection. .

Second.—I1is resurrection meant much
to the world, for the mere giving of his
life did pot finish the work of re-
demption. It remained for him to
make application of the merit of that
sacrifice, and before he could present it
before the Fathar on our behalf he
must need be himself raised from the
dead. 8o, then, our Lord's resurrec-
tion means that he who has undertak-
en the reconciliation of the world by
his blood has takenu the first great step
and merely awaits the Father’s time
for the second great step, the inau-
guration of the reign of righteousness
and the blessing of Israel and all the
families of the earth, This impor-
tance of Christ’s resurrection the apos-
tle emphasized, saying: “Tf Christ be
not risen, then is our preaching vain
and your faith is also vain. Ye are
yet in your sins. But now is Christ
risen from the dead and become the
first fruits of them that slept” (I Cor.
xv, 14-20). He himself “slept” for partg
of three days and is declared to have
beén “the first that should rise from
the” dead”—“the firstborn amongst
many brethren.” Others had been
awakened to a revival of thelr perish-
ing condition—Lazarus, the widow of
Nain’s son, Jairus’ daughter and oth-
ers. Christ alone up to that time ex-
perienced resurrection—a . full rising
up out of death iIn every sense and
degree. , )

Third.—Our Lord's resurrection has
a speclal significance to the church
bhecause we are informed that as he
was raised from the dead he experi-
enced a change of nature, being put to
death In the fiesh ahd quickened in
spirit, so the church is promised that
she shall have a share in his resur-
rection—his kind of resurrection, a
resurrection to a new nature, a new
gpirit. As further evidence of this the
apostle poilnts out that “flesh and
blood cannot inherit the kingdom of
God;” hence the necessary “change” in
resurrection of all those who would he
“heirs of God and joint-heirs of Jesugy
Christ,” their Lord, in his heaven}p

kingdom. He emphasizes this sffll
further in describing the resurrection
of the “elect” church. He calls it “the
resurrection of the dead,” saying: “So
also is the resurrection of the dead.
It i3 sown in corruption; it is raised
in incorruption; it is sown in dishonor;
it is raised in glory; it is sown in
weakness; it iIs raised in power; it is
sown a natural body; it is raised g
spiritual body. There is an animai
body, and there Is a spiritual body,
As we (the church, the members of
his body) have borne the image of the
earthy one (Adam), we shall also bear
the Image of the heavenly (Christ)”
(I Cor. xv, 42-49).

Glorified Together.

This resurrection of the church the
apostle styles his resurrection because
all of the ‘“elect” members of the body
of Christ are counted as participating
with their Lord in the glorious things
of his resurrection, which is so differ-
ent from the resurrection which will
come to the remainder of mankind. Of
his resurrection the apostle says, “I
count all things loss, for the excellency
of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my
Lord, for whom I have suffered the
loss of all things and do count them
but dross; that I may win Christ and
be found in him, a member of the body
of Christ, the ‘elect’ church; that X
may know him and the power of his
resurrection and the fellowship of his
suffering, being made copformable
unto his death” (Phil. i, 8-10). In
these werds the apostle ghoyvs that the
“elect” church sharges in “Christ’s

death” and shares aldo 41 “his resurrec-
tion.””"They are thus separate and dis-
tinct from the world in both of these

naptionlane sl At Lo
partieglars,

wlol dre Tndoed wade -
terdependent one upon the other. The
apostle says, “The spirit itself beareth
witness with our spirit that we are
the children of God, and, if children,
then heirs—heirs of God and joint helirs
with Christ, if so be that we suffer
with him, that we may be also glori-
fied together” (Rom. viii, 18, 17).

The World’s Resurrection.

Incidentally let us notice the world’s
resurrection, not because it is a part
of our tople, but because it is 5O mis-
understood that some clarifying of the
subject may assist us in understand-
ing more particularly the difference be-
tween it and our resurrection-and fts—
the church’s. o

The Greek word “anastasis,” ren-
dered “resurrection,” signifies to Iift
up again, to lift up completely, with
the implication that the something lift-
ed up has previously fallen down.
Father Adam, from harmony with
God, perfection of belng and lasting
life, fell down into a condition of sin,
dying, death. He had not the power
to restore himself to divine favor nor
to raise himself up out of the con-
demnation. His entire race shares in
the fall from perfection; hence the
Baviour, the Deliverer provided by God,
we are assured, is “able to save to the
uttermost,” able to deliver not only
from sin, but from death; not only
from the tomb, but from all the weak-
nesses of heredity, all the sin, the
blemishes, which rest upon our race.
Christ has already “died, the just for
the uniust” ¢ acdomplish this end.
True, he has applied the merit of his
sacrifice only to the household of faith,
only to the believer. No one else is
properly prepared to recelve or appre-
clate it. But the provision of the
divine plan is that the Christ (Jesus,
the head, and the “elect” church, his
bride) at the close of this age shall
become the mediator between God and
the world of rebels and shall seal, rat-
ify, make firm the new covenant be-
tween God and Israel. “Behold, the
days come, saith tlie Lord, that I will
make a new covenant with the house
of Israel and with the house of Jus
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' dat™ (Fer. xxxi, 81). Under this new

covenant the blessing of forgiveness
and reconciliation shall be most favor-
ably arranged for Israel, Satan shall
be bound, and all the families of the
earth shall have the wrivilege of b
coming “Israelites indeed.”

That will be the world’s resurrection
opportunity. The living of the na-
tions will be dealt with first. By prom-
ises, instructions, punishments and re-
wards they will be raised up, resur-
rected out of their sin end death con-
dition, and if they be obedient will at-
tain to a full deliverance from death—
to everlasting life, in harmony with
God. The ministrations of the Great
Mediator will extend also to those who
sleep in Jesus—to the dead world, re-
deemed by the precious blood, and will
grant them not only an awakening
from the tomb, but subsequently an
uplifting blessing -and power, with all
the privileges and opportunities of at-
taining everlasting life and perfection.
In the past we have had too small, too
narrow a view of the divine purpose
as expressed In the word ‘“anastasis”
(resurrection). The Apostle Peter re-
fers to this resurrection and calls it
restitution in Acts iii, 19-21.

“If Yo Be Risen With Christ.”

‘We have seen that the world’s resur-
rection will be a gradual one during
the thousand years (millennial period)
of Christ’s reign. Notice now that the
church’s resurrection I8 also a gradual
one. Each believer after making a full
consecration of his earthly powers
and talents to the Lord and after being
begotten of the Holy Spirit is counted
& new creature in Christ Jesus, and he
i3 said to have arisen from the dead
ptate to which our Lord referred when
he said, “Let the decad bury their
dead” (Matt. vill, 22). These new
creatures are reckoned as dead in re-
spect to their fleshly, earthly inter
ests, ete., but allve in the sense that
they have new hopes, new amblitions,
new purposes gnd prospects. '

However, these are pet dealt withl in
the same wmanner as the world—in a
period of a thousand years in which
they will be required to rise to actual
perfection. On the contrary, their hu-
man bodles, being devoted to death,
must not be restored, must not be per-
fected, but must go down Into death as
their sacrifice, even as Jesus’ body laid
down its vitality and finally expired.
But as Jesus the new creature was
Qeveloping, the whiie bis earthly na-

fure was peristiing, 50 must ft be with
the church, the “members in particular
of his body.” While the “outward man
perisheth, the Inward man is renewed
day by day.” Indeed, we have the as-
surances of the Scriptures that the
new creature can triumph, become
strong in the new, the resurrected life
only in proportion as the old body fis
kept dead—mortifled. ‘“Mortify, there-
fore, your members which are upon
the earth” (Col. iii. 5). 8o, then, the
Scriptural suggestion is that from time
of the begetting of the Holy Spirit the
Christian, as the new creature, begins
the new or resurrected life and that
his “change” to spirit body at the sec-
ond coming of the Lord is dependent
upon the maintenance of this resur-
rected life. If it perishes he will have
no share in the “first resurrection,” no
share in “his resurrection,” to glory,
honor and immortality.

The apostle’s words imply a query,
“If, then, ye be risen with Christ.” It
is for you to decide. None is able to
read the heart of another thoroughly.
God is calling out a church and ex-
horts them to make their calling and
election sure. He has laid down the
terms and conditions, and it is for the
favored ones who have heard of the
grace of God to allow that grace to
operate in their hearts, moving them
to will aright and to do aright the
Lord’s good pleasure. Seeing that there
are to be some who will share in
Christ’s resurrection, seeing that we
know about it and have this heavenly
hope and calling before our minds, the
responsibility 1s ours, and the apostle
was doing a faithful service to us in
calling the matter to our attention.

“Seek Those Things Above.”

If the begetting to the new nature,
the heavenly nature, 1s in us, there
should be correspondingly an interest
in and_a longing for the heavenly

things, the things above.

It means, moreover, that in the flow-
ers and birds and everything that is
beautiful the awakened, the quickened
soul finds a hint and suggestion of the
still grander, still nobler things which
God hath in reservation for those that
love him, “Eye hath not seen mor ear
heard, neither have emtered into the
heart of man the things which God
hath prepared for them that love him”
(I Cor. i, 9). The new creature must
live more than ever along the higher
lines mentloned by the apostle, “What-
soever  things are true, whatsoever

things are hLonest, whatsoever things
are just, whatsoever things are pure,
whatsoever things are lovely, whatso-
ever things are of good report, if there
be any virtue and if there be any
pralse, think on these things” (Phil
iv, 8). It means, contrariwise, that the
new creature will disesteem more and
more whatsoever things are vile, im-
pure, ignoble, slanderous and all evil
speaking. By our progress along these
lines we may know something respect-
Ing our resurrection progress. If we
be without love for righteousness and
truth and without hatred of Iniquity
it would be a sure evidence that we
were not new creatures at all; that we
had not passed from death into life;
that we were not risen with Christ.
We seek the things above with our
new minds, with the eyes of our spir-
ftual understanding, with our ears of
faith. This means the searching for
information along these heavenly lines

Set Your Affections Above.
Some .of our fallen race have very
little affection of any kind by nature.
It will be very difficult for such to

_enter the kingdom, the very basis of

which is “love out of a pure heart.”
However, those who have strong af-
fections sometimes find themselves
sorely distressed, because there is a
conflict of interests between the earth-
ly and the heavenly., The two are at
warfare. Our Heavenly Bridegroom
demands that if we love him as his
bride we must first demonstrate that
we love him supremely—more than we
love parents or children, houses or lands
or even life itself. The Lord does not
fault us for affection, strong affection,
but it is a reasonable demand that we
should appreciate most of all him who
has redeemed and ‘“‘called” us, not only
in respect to the things of thils present
life, but also as to things in the future,

The apostle’s statement, “Set your
afféection” on things above, not on
things on the earth,” implies a repeated
setting, as though the affections might
slip from the heavenly things or had
already done so. The intimation is
that we are to have before our minds
the proper standards or things of the
kingdom first and are to keep seeking
and keep setting our affections upon
the heavenly things. This might rea-
gonably call forth the question, Why
should such an exhortation be neces-
sary? BSeeing the danger and impor-
tance of those things, why should it
not become second nature to us to
think chiefly of the heavenly things?

MWe reply that this is because we ‘are
by nature earthly and must do our
thinking through the natural brain and
because we are continually surrounded
by earthly attractlons which draw us
earthward and make bids for our time
and Interest. Furthermore, our great
adversary seeks to attract us from the
great prize, from loyalty to the heav-
enly kingdom.,

The lessons and experiences of the
church in her own progress along the
lines of the resurrection life will en-
able her to have sympathy with the
world during the millennium, when, as
the bride, the Lamb’s wife, she will be
privileged as his mouthpiece to grant
the world the riches of God’s blessing
in and through Christ Jesus our Lord.
Then shall “the spirit apd the bride
say come, and let him that heareth
say come, and let him that is athirst
come, and whosoever wiil let him take
the water of life freely” (Rev. xxii, 17).

Dear friends, are we settled upon
this matter? Having believed in the
Lord Jesus and turned away from sin,
have we made a full consecration of
ourselves to him and his service unto
death? Have we received of his holy
spirit, begetting us to the new nature?
Are we thus dead to the world and to
self and to earthly interests, good and
bad, and risen as new creatures to
have interests in the higher, the heav-
enly things? Are we setting our affec-
tions daily on things above? Are we
mentally keeping account of our prog-
ress and making right with the Lord
by prayer and the merit of our Re-
deemer for any imperfection? Are we
thus seeking in the proper way the
heavenly things, so that eventually'the
Lord will say to us: “Well done, good
and faithful servant., Thou hast been
faithful over a few things, I will
make thee ruler over many” (Matt.
Xxv, 23).
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Lazarus in
Abraham’s Bosom
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the Millennium.

Jesus and the Apostles and the Prophets.
have we the Bible-Study Helps necessary to our full enlightenment.
The electric light and other wonderful Llessings of our day are from the same * Giver of all good.”

We commend to the thousands of our readers the rareful study of the Six Series of *‘Studies in the Scriptures.”
must already have them in your homes, for over three millions of the first series is announced by the publishers, THE BIBLE AND
‘I'RACT SocieTy, LoNDON, W., )

We urge that you read these STUDIES, yea that you study them, if you would have the greatest blessing imaginable by a
Never mind the fact that some dear Christian people speak evil of this work as many spoke evil of
our Master and his words. ' They are prejudiced, blinded, like Saul of Tarsus of old.
Hearken to the words of C. T. Smrth of 7he Atlania Constitution, which we heartily endorse:—

Christian in the present life.

DIES IN THE SCRIPTURES"” |

PEOPLE PERISH FOR LACK OF KNOWLEDGE,” SAITH THE LORD.

INFIDELITY, HIGHER CRITICISM, ETC., ARE DESTROYING FAITH:

BECAUSE THE BIBLE IS MISUNDERSTOOD; BECAUSE “THE FOG or
tHE DARK AGES” STILL BECLOUDS our MENTAL VISION |

THe “PeopLEs PuLpiT” SEEKING To UpHoLD Gop's Worp aT ANy CosT,
13
SeEeks To SHED ABROAD THE LiGHT oF THE KNOWLEDGE OF
THE GLORY ofF GoOD, .AS IT SHINES IN THE FACE oF .

JEsus CHRisT Our LoRD”

It Is not sufficient that we go back a few centuries for the true light on God’s Word.
Their teachings were quickly lost in the great falling away foretold, and only of late
These are God’s gifts at the opening of the New Epoch called

We must go clear back to the words of

In ignorance they oppose, not having read.

Many of you

_, “This wonderful book

sustained by the Scriptures.
upen every stone is the text, and it becomes a pyramid of God's
love and mercy and wisdom. ‘There is nothing in the Bible that
al the author denies or doubts, but there are many texts that he
throws a flood of light upon that scem to uncover its meaning.

makes no assertions that are not well
It is built up stone by stone, and

“[t is impossible to read this book without loving the writer
and pondering his wonderful solution of the great mystefries that
have troubled us all our lives.” ‘The set of six volumes, cloth, 3,000
pages, is supplied by the Bible and Tract Society, Lancaster Gate,
London, W., for the usual price of one such volume, namely 7/6.
‘This includes postage or carriage to your home anywhere.
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