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Foreardination, Predestinatiom
aud Elerting

U We know all things work together for guod to them that love God, to them who are

the ca’lod according to his purpose,

* Lor whom ke did joveknow he also did

predestinate to be conformed 10 the image cf his Son; that ke might
be the first-born among many brethren.) '—Rom. 8:28 29,

QOoming to the land of that sturdy
man of God, John Knox, I am remind-
ed of his able contention for the doc-
trine of Election—its Scripturalness
and its demonstration ¢f the greatness,
majesty and sovereignty of the Lord
our God. We surmise, however, that
the good man’s heart must frequently
have been sorely distressed with the
logic of his own argument; that the
eternal woe of nine-teiths of our race
was as unalterably fixed in advance
of their birth as was the eternal joy
of the blessed handful predestinated
to be saints and to share the heavenly
glories. We may well thank God, dear
friends, that in the clearer light now
shining upon the Scriptures we may
discern the errors handed down to us
from the dark ages, without losing our
appreciation of Divine foreknowledge
and Divine sovereignty.

While it is true that it would Le difii-
cult to estimate the value of the doc-
trine of Divine foreknowledge taught
by Brother Knox, not ounly in this na-
tion, but also throughout the world, in-
culcating a reverence for the Almighty,
it is also true that it would be difficult
to estimate the amount of damage
vhich has resulted to Christendom and
throughout the world from his teach-
ings respecting the Divine treatment
of the non-elect. This serious error
has alienated the hearts of thousands
from God and from his Book. Let us
ilook together at the doctrines of Elec-
tion, Predestination and Ioreordina-
tion, from the Scriptural standpoint,
that we may note their beauties end be
drawn the nearer to the Lord and to
‘his Book in true reverence and wor-
ship.

Foreknown and Predestinated.

Our text do-lares that whom God did
foreknow them he also did predestinate;
but we notice that the predestination is
stated only as respects the Church and
not in respect io others. This fact doe:s
not escape the attention of others, but
they have reasoned ecrroneously,—that
if God foreknew an eclect Chureh, for
whom he predestinated special bless-
ings and honors, this would imply that
the remainder of mankind non-elect
were to be tortured eternally. The
logic of this position is unsound and
it is quite unscriptural to say, that all
of the non-elect will be consigned to an
eternity of torture at the hands of fire-
proof demons in fulfillment of a Di-
vine predestination fixed before crea-
tion. There is no Scriptvre whatever
to this effect, and DBrotheir Knox and
others were in error to the extent that
they wove into their theoriprs matters
not Scripturally stated.

According to the Scriptures, as well
as according to human judgment as ex-
pressed in the laws of civilization, the
highest, the severest penalty to be en-
forced, is the death penalty, the taking
away of the life not used in harmony
with the Creator’s reasonable, righteous
requirements. This is the Scriptural
declaraticn to which, for so long a time,
we were blind: “The wages of sin is
deathy;” “The soul that sinneth, it shall

die;” “All the wicked will he destroy;”
“They shall perish as brute beasts;”
“They shall be destroyed with an ever-

lasting destruction” (the Second
Death).—Romans vi, 23; Ezekiel xviii,
4; Psalm cxlv, 20; II Peter ii, 12; II

Thessalonians i, 9.

Thus seen the very severest results
possible to non-election would be ex-
tinction—the Second Death. But the
Scriptures clearly show that God has
gracious purposes, not for the *“elect”
only, but also for the non-elect, and that
dn his due time the non-elect shall be
‘brought to a clearer knowledge of the
Truth and to a full opportunit§. of har-
mony with theilr Creator and through
Christ Jesus the re-attainment of all
that was lost in Adam, all that was re-
deemed by the precious sacrifice of
Christ. Thus, as the Scriptures de-
clare, there is a ‘“common salvation”
(Jude 3) in which all of Adam’s chil-
dren shall be privileged to have a share.
There is also a special salvation, a
“high calling” of God in Christ, which
s referred to as “so great salvation
Evhich begau to be (preached) spoken

y the Lord, and was confirmed unto
s by them that heard him.” (Heb. ii,

.) This gpecial or great salvation is

e one which our Lord has provided
for the “Elect,” while the *“common
salvation” is his provision for the non-
lelect.

Does it not seem strange that
Brother Knox and others, his coadju-
ors, in getting away from much of
he smoke ef the “dark ages,” failed
to even think of a salvation of the

non-elect as a part of God’s providence?
Mheir eyes, beholding the awful and
blighting errors respecting eternal tor-
ment, totally blinded them to God’s
provisions for the non-elect; for they
reasoned that if God had predestinat-

d them to eternal torment and had
in advance of their creation prepared
‘a great place of torture and fire-proof
devils and fuel enough for eternity.
then surely he could have no plan of
salvation for them. The entire prem-
ise was wrong. The death into
which they went was not eternal tor-
ment but the tomb, as represented by
the Hebrew word Sncol and the Greek
word Ifades. And they can have no
release from the tomb, no return to
consclousness or pain or pleasure until
the Second Coming of the Redeemer
in the morning of the Resurrection.

Thank God, then, for the rolling
away of the mists of darkness and
error which permits us to see in the
Bible that the ‘“common salvation,”
God’s provision for the world, will be
a RRestitution, a restoration to human
perfection in the rejuvenated earth, a
world-wide Paradise! Thank God for
the promises to the effect that then
“the knowledge of the glory of God
shall fill the whole earth as the waters
cover the great deep” and that “the
Sun of Righteousness shall arise with
healing in his beams;” that “nothing
shall hurt or destroy or injure in all
God’s holy Kingdom;” that ‘“the way-
faring man, though simple, need not
err therein,” and that a broad high-

way snail be there as a way of salva-

tion—a much traveled way—and that

all the redeemed of the Lord shall

be privileged to go up thereon out
of sin and death conditions to con-_
ditions of life everlasting, We thank
God, too, that those who shall re-
fuse to make proper progress and
ghall fail of that “common salvation”
because ‘of willful sin will not be
permitted to live endlessly in sin, nor

in torment, but will be utterly de-
stroyed in the Second Decath; because

God is able to destroy both soul and

bedy in Gehenna, the Second Death.

‘We thank God also that the elect

Church, under Christ, the Captain of

their salvation, are promised a share

in that glorious work of the Redeemer,

in Dblessing all the families of the earth

in bringing to them that common (gen-
eral) salvation,

Your High Calling.

If once we dreaded to think of God’s
grace toward us in accepting us as
members of his elect Church, because
of the opposing thought of the damna-
tion of the nonelect, we may now cor-
respondingly rejoice the more in our
privilege of election, seeing that it
means our privilege of sharing in the
world’s uplift under the direction of
Emmanuel, our Lord, during his Mil-
lennial reign. The Apostle speaks of
the prospect of the elect as “our High
Calling;” and again, ‘“our heavenly
calling.” The thought is that we are
called to a very high honor and won-
derful distinction and that on a heav-
enly plane. The Gospel Church is in-
wvited to experience a change of nature
from human to divine, from the high-
est of the earthly natures to the high-
est of the heavenly natures—far above
angels and principalities and powers
and every name that is named—*“joint
heirs with Christ,” “partakers of the
Divine nature,” members of ‘the
Bride, the Lamb’s wife.”

Truly do the Scriptures tell that not
many would be able to hear, to appre-
ciate, to understand, to accept this
high calling. The Divine arrangement
of the call s elective, selective. It
appeals to some and does not appeal to
others. It has an attraction for some
and not for others.

If we had here 8 box of sawdust and
scattered through it a paper of tacks
until the latter were quite hidden from.
view, surrounded and covered in the
sawdust, we know that we could take
& magnet and, by passing it to and
fro amongst the sawdust, the magnet
would attract to itself every tack. It
might indeed éxercise a still further
attraction upon some of the sawdust,
but the hold would be so slight that
we could blow it off, while the tacks
would be firmly held by reason of their
responsiveness to the magnetic intu-
ence. The box of sawdust represents
tue world of mankind. The tacks of
the illustration represent a small class
of humanity, zealous at heart fcr God
and for righteousness. The magnet
represents the Gospel invitation which
is now passed up and down, hither and
thither, throughout the civilized world,
and to some extent, into the heathen.
world.

It is not the design of the Lord to
elect, select, choose, gather all man-
kind (the sawdust) by the magnet;
merely he would now gather the true-
hearted, represented by the specks of
steel, the tacks. The illustration might
be enlarged by supposing some other
tacks of other metallic composition not
50 subject to the magnetic influence as
the steel. The illustration of these
would represent mixed characters. such.

as we see about us in the world ever§-
where, The illustration might be ex-
tended to include good tacks covered
with dirt or other foreign substance
which would hinder them from re-
sponding to the'influence of the mag-
net and this would represent true chars
acters encrusted with the cares of thilg
life, the deceitfulness of riches, etc.

“Elect according to the foreknowl-
edge of God through sanctification off
the spirit and the belief of the Truth,”
writes the Apostle. God designed the
election of this Age. He desired to
fSeparate to himself a peculiar people,
to be the assoclates of Jesus, theln
Redeemer, in 'his subsequent work of
nplifting the willlng and obedient of
the world of mankind. But God has
not predestinated nor desired the elec-
tion of any except a sanctified class,
a class not sanctified through stripes,
not through force or compulsion, but
panctified through a knowledge of the
Truth. Such are drawn to God in de-
votion through a knowledge of his
glorious purposes and heart sympathy
therein, sufficlent to induce them to
sacrifice their all, so far as earthly
matters and interests are concerned.
These are the elect, whom the Lord
has been searching for and testing
with the magnet of his Truth, and the
manner of their response to it through-
out this Gospel Age determines wheth-
er “They shall be mine, the
Lord, in that day when I come to
make up my jewels.”

“Whom He Did Foreknow.”

It 1s not for us to quTbble respecting
the Divine power of foreknowledge—
to question the ability of our Creator,
to have foreknown, had he chosen to
do so, and foretold every member of
the elect class. The Divine is so far
above the human that it is impossible
for the human mind to measure the
infinite or to comprehend his power.
We must merely accept the Divine
statement. However, nothing in the
‘Word of God tells us that we were
foreknown individually — personally.
Rather the intimation is that God pre-
destinated the election of a Church,
predetermined the number of persons
who would be accepted as members of
that Church, the Body of Christ, pre-
determined what characters they must
have and what tests of character
would be necessary to demonstrate
their loyalty and to prove the indi-
vidual worthy a place in the fore-
ordained class.

It is in full harmony with this thaf
we read that many are called to the
few who will be chosen, and that
again we are exhorted to ‘“make our
calling and our election sure.” We are
assured that “Faithful is he that call-
eth you, who also will do it”"—do all
that he has promised—keep his part of
the contract. This being so, all of the
called ones have the determining of re-
sults in their own cases. God is faith-
ful. If they are faithful at heart to
the terms and conditions of their Cove-
nant they will be of the elect—othes-
wise pot,

“He Also Did Predestinate.”

We come now to the particular
clause of our text which has seemed
to fortify the error. “Them he also
did predestinate.” Ah, say many, that
fixes it! There is no option, nothing
dependent upon it, God predestinate i
everything. Not so, we auswer. In
the past we have been prone to read
our text disconnectedly and thus doing
we have overlooked its clear teaching,
We thought of it as though it read,
“God predestinated the elect,” but not
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The declaration i{s that God pre-
ihat all that would be of
the elect class maust be copies of his Soun
“T'he predes jon of this verse re-
lates not to individuals, but to a cer-
tain characier which all of the elect
individuals mnst attain to—otherwise
they will nor e of the eleet.

How beautifully simple and plain
thls makes it 2il! Nor would we ask
the matler cuierwise. “Just and true
are thy ways, Lord God Almighty!’
The great honor, the high distinction
which God proposes to confer upon
the “very elect” in the Tirst Resur-
vection at the Mecond Coming of Christ
is so grand ihat the very highest pos-
sible test of charaeter is appropriate
1o those who would be granted such
honors and immortality. Our Lord
Jesus said to his disciples, Sit down
first and count the cost of discipleship
and if you determine that it is worth
the price, come, “take up your cross
and follow me.” As a reward I prom-
ise you thiat “where I am there
shall my disciple be.” “To him that
overcometh will I grant to sit with me
in my throne.”

Those who attain the character like-
ness of Christ Jesus will have the
character likeness of the IFather, of
whom the Son is the express image
and character likeness. Hence the ap-
propriateness of our Lord’s words, “Be
Yye like unto your Father which is in
heaven.”

All Things Work Good.

So direct an application as we are
making of these words may appall
some of the Lord’s people who have
been thinking carelessly that if they
were once in grace they would always
be in grace—If once elect they would
xnever fail. I desire to awaken such to
a realization of the heights of our call-
ing and of the necessity of our obedi-
ence to the terms of the calling, if we
would make vtir calling and our elec-
tion sure—certain. Ilowever, it is well
to remark here that the perfection to
which the called ones are exhorted is
not a perfection of the flesh, which
would be an impossibiilty because of
fits natural blemishes, its hereditary
taints and weaknesses. It is the heart,
the will, that the Lord is inspecting,
proving, and not the flesh. “Blessed
are the pure in heart,” saikl our Sav-
iour. And we may be sure that the
pure in heart, the pure in intention
and endeavor, will make considerable
progress in overcoming the weaknesses
of the flesh. The Lord will expect
them to prove their faith and their
loyalty by such good works as are
possible to them in their weakness and
under their environments,

It is to this class that our text re-
fers, assuring us that “all things work
together for good to them that love
God, to the called ones according to
his purpose.” So we should expect.
These called and chosen, begotten of
the holy Spirit, are “children of God,
and if children, then heirs—helir of
God and joint-heirs with Jesus Christ
their Lord” (Romans viii, 16, 17).
Could we expect less than that their
Heavenly $ather would watch over
their every interest, temporal and spir-
{tual?

S0.
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Thy Ringdom Come

Yes! a brighter morn is breaking,
Detter days are coming on;

All the world will be awaking
In the new and Golden Dawn,

In_the day of coming Glory,
Men will show fraternal hand;

Each will tell to cach the Story,
Till it cpreads to every land,

From the_ carth’s remotest stations,
Men will come to hear the Word;
nd, in ali the world, the nations

. Shall be nations of the ILord.

“The Besire of AUl Nations”

Textm'‘The carth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord,
i as the waters cover the sea.’ —Isa, 2.9

Assuredly our text has never yet had
a fulfillment, but just as surely it shall
be fulfilled, for the mouth of the Lord
bath spoken it; yea, more, hath de-
clared that ultimately “every knee
shall bow and every tongue confess”
Messiah, to the glory of God the TIfa-
ther. Some time ago In our Sunday-
School hymnals a very popular melody
was entitled “SHOWERS Gi" BLESHS-
INGB” and prayed, “Let some drop-
pings fall upon me.” This truly ex-
presses the Christian’s experience in
the present time. The Lord permits
his peeple to have sunshine, cloud and
showers for their refreshment, for
their development. Nevertheless the
showers of refreshing never seem to
come with sufficient frequeney, and
we continually rejolce in the hope that
“still there's more to follow.” What a
contrast, therefore, 13 suggested by the
werds of ocur text—a dewnpour of
truth and grace which will produce a
floed of righteousness and knowledge
of the Lord world-wide and ocean-
deep!

‘When will this be, and how will it
come to pass, are the incredulous in-
quiries. It seems too good to be true
that, after a reign of sin and death
lasting for six thousand years, so won-
derful a change is to be brought about!
It seems too great a miracle to be ex-
pected that, after the struggle of
Truth with Error, of Righteousness
with Sin for long centuries, the time
should ever come when Righteousness
and the knowledge of God should ob-
tain so complete a victory, so thorough
a mastery of the world! When we
consider the united energies of Curis-
tendom during the last century to
spread the knowledge of the Lord
amongst the heathen and the resulis
during the last century in spreading
the knowledge of the Lord throughout
heathendom, the Scriptural statement
seems incredible. 'When we reflect
that a century ago there were six hun-
dred millfons of heathen and that now
there are twelve hundred millions, we
ask ourselves by what miracle it could
ever come to pass that the knowledge
of the Lord should ever cover the
whole earth as the waters cover the
mighty deep.

“Thy Kingdem Come.”

The Scriptures answer our query
and explain the entire situation. They
tell us that the world’s conversion
comes not by might nor by power of
man, but “By my spirit, saith the
Lord.” The Bible tells us that during
this Gospel Age God has poured out
his holy Spirit upon his servants and
upon his handmaids and upon these
alone; but they tell us also that with
the end of this Age and the dawning
of the new dispensation the Lord will
pour out his spirit upon all flesh.
“After those days, saith the Lord, I
will pour out my spirit upon all flesh.”

But what will be the cause of this
change in the Divine program, which
the Almighty has foreknown from of
old and foretold through the prophets?

Evidently it is not a change of the
Divine purpose or intent, but merely
a change In the Divine operation, for
“Known unto the Lord are all hLis
works, from the foundation of the
world.,” A lesson we all need to learn
is that as, In human operations, time
and order are observed, so likewise
these are elements in the Divine ar-
rangement. In the construction a
foundation is the first requisite, and
the roof or capstone and the finishing
touches mark the completion of the
edifice. So in the Divine arrangement
various ages mark various degrees of
development in the Divine purpose
and not until the finishing touches
shall have been given will the glories
of the architect and builder of crege
tion’s wonderful temple be manifested.
‘We are at present in the formative pe-

riod. God hds begun the great work
of which he prophesied of old. Mes-
slah has come, has died for the sins
of men, has arisen from the dead and,
been highly exalted: the Church, spir~
itual Israel, gathered from natural Is-
rael and from all the familles ,f the
earth, a *“little flock,” has been in
process of selection for nearly niacteen,
centuries. Roon it will be completed—
the predestinated number posgessing
the foreordained quality of character,
“copies of God's dear Son,” wil! have
been found and fested and developed
and polished and fitted and prepared
for the glorious positien to which they
have been called as Messiah’s Bride
and joint-heir in bis Kingdom. Then
the King and Queen of the Millennial
Kingdom, being in readincss for their
work, a great chance in the Divine
brogram of earth will take place.

Satan Shall Be Bound.

The Scriptures most distinetly teach
that we are under the reign of the
“Prince of this world,” Satan, and
that our Lerd at his Second Coming
in power and great glory will bind or
restrain this strong one and overthrow
his empire, which s not of Divine an-

thorization, but built upon human
weaknesses, Ignorance and supersti-

tlon. We are distinctly told that Satan

rhall be bound for that thousand
years (the Millennium) that he may

deceive the people no more until the
thousand years shall be finished.

The question naturally arises, Why
did God with all power at his com-
mand so long permit Satan to deceive
humanity and through their supersti-
tions and ignorance rule them as their
Prince? Why was he ever given lib-
erty or power at all over humanity?
In the light of the ‘Seriptures we may
see that as God at times has used the
wrath of man to praise him, so during
this period of Satan’s liberty he has
not been permitted to frusirate the
Divine Plan or intention but, uncon-
sciously, has co-operated with it and
served it. Without his blinding influ-
ence the Jewish rulers would not have
crucified our Lord, as St. Peter dis-
tinctly shows, “I wot that through
ignorance ye did it, as did also your
rulers” (Acts iii, 17).

Likewise had it not been for the de-
lusions of Satan the Church would not
have been persecuted; the way to glo-
ry and honor and immortality and
Joint-heirship with Christ would not
have DLeen made the “Narrow way;”
the saints, the “jewels” whom the
Lord is now selecting, would not have
been polished and fitted and prepared
for the glorious places to which the
Lord has called them. Surely, then,
the Lord has used the great Adver-
sary to assist in the accompiishing of
the Divine purposes. Satan may have
supposed that he was frustrating
God’s plans, but just as surely he was
mistaken. The Divine Word is sure
which declares, “My Word that goeth
forth out of my mouth shall not return
unto me void, but it shall accomplish
that which T please, and it shall pros-
per in that wheneunto I sent it.”

“The Sun of Righteousness.”

Attempting to give us glimpses of
the glory that is to come the Scrip-
tures use various figures of speech,
telling us, for instance, that the pres-
ent Is a dark night as compared to the
future, which will be a morning of
joy. They declare, “Weeping may en-
dure for the night, but joy cometh in
the morning”’—the Millennial morning.

Following the same figure we read,
“The Sun of Righteousness shall arise
with healing in his beams.” From this
standpoint the entire six thousand
years of the relgn of sin from the time
of Adam’s disobedience in the Garden
of Eden to the time of the establish-
ment of the reign of Christ has been a
aight time in which darkness has cov-
ered the earth and gross darkness the
people” (Isaiah 1x, 2). The night will

give place to the glorious day of his
Ppresence, the bright shining of the Sun
of Righteousness.

The spirit of sleep and stupor came
#7er the Church during the dark ages.
The Lord permitted it to be so. We
lost sight of the glorious things of the
Restitution morning and the blessings
then to come to the Church and to the
world in general. These things were
little preached and little believed, al-
though most conspicuous in the Word
of God. Instead we gave heed to the
heathen theories and more or less
mixed and combined them with the
Scriptural teaching, much to our con-
fusion. As a consequence now the
Truth of God’s Word when we come
to it and read with better understand-
ing is new to wus, strange—verily,
“Truth i stranger than fiction,” be-
cause the ficticn has been drilled into
us from infancy and sung to us from
nearly every hymn-book in the =vorid.
Thus we have had a hymi-book the-
ology rather than a Bible theology,
and this accounts for the fact that the

"Word of God and his character are so

little understood, and that teday lead-
Ing minds are repudiating the Scrip-
tures and taking to Higher Criticism.
We need to turn back, to retrace our
steps, to inquire for the old paths (Jere-
miah vi, 16), for the doctrines older than
Wesley and Calvin, older than Roman
Catholicism—the doctrines of Jesus
and the apostles and prophets. From
this standpoint, thank God, we can see
light in bhis light and glorify his name
and appreciate his Word as containing
the very essence of wisdom, justice,
love and power.

The Quick and the Dead.

The proposition of the Scriptures, of
a Millennial Age of blessing, coming
through the establishing of God’s
Kingdom, for which we pray, “Thy
will be &one in earth as it is done in
heaven,” strikes people in three differ-
ent ways:

First.—Some ungenerously will be
disposed to resent the thought under
the supposition that it would imply a
more favorable opportunity for the
world in general in the next Age to
come Into harmony with God than the
Church of the present age enjoys. To
these we answer that their argument
is at fault because they fail to recog-
nize the fact that the reward to be
given to the overcomers of this Gospel
Age, the Church class, will be a much
higher one than will go to the obe-
dient of the world in the next age.
The reward ¢f the Church will be a
spirit nature and a share in the heav-
enly Kingdom with the Lord Jesus.
The reward of the earthly class of
faithful ones will be Restitution to the
perfection of human nature lost by
Adam and redeemed by our Lord Je-
sus. Surely those who appreciate the
*high calling” to the Divine nature and
Joint-heirship with the Lord in his
Kingdom will see that it is well wor-
thy the additional sacrifices, self de-
nials, ete., which it will cost.

Second.—Another class, generous and
appreciative, offer the criticism that it
seems unfair on God’s part to give;
such a glorious Millennial opportunity
to those who will be living at the time
of the Second Advent and to deny it
to the remainder of the race who lived
previously. This also Is a mistake, we
answer. God’s proposition is that all
of the world of mankind who do not
enter into the trial of this present time
—the judgment or trial of the Church,
the spirit-begotten ones—will have an
opportunity of entering into the judg-
ment or trial of the world for the prize
of Restitution and human perfection
on the earthly plane. This blessing,
this privilege, will begin with the Iiv-
ing nations at the time of the begin-
ning of the estatlishment of the Lord's
Kingdom, Put it will not end with
them. The Scriptures declare, “All na-
tions which thou hast made shall come
and worship before thee.” And again,
“In thy Seed all the families of the
earth shall be blessed.”

Some of those nations and families
have perished from the carth, but the
Divine provision of redemption and
Restitution is meant for a'. eventually.
The Scriptures assure us of an awak-
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ening of all the sleeping millions of
earth’s population. “The hour is com-
ing in the which all that are in their
graves shall hear the voice of the Son
of Man and come forth.” The Apostle
tells us that they will come forth,
“Every man in his own order,” or
class; thus intimating that from the
Divine standpoint there are numerous
classes of the dead. Thus the Scrip-
tures assure us that the first class, the
blessed and holy ones, the saintly, will
alone share in the First Resurrection,
and that these shall be priests unto
God and reign with Christ a thousand
years (Revelation xx, 3, 4). The re-
mainder of mankind will come from
the tomb classified—not all at once.

*They will not come forth to be
damned or condemned. They wera!
“condemined already” as children of
Adam because of his sin, It is on that
account that they were “born in sin
and shapen in iniquity.” It was from
that sin and its sentence or condemna-
tion that Christ died to set them free.
They will come forth free from that
condemnation in a judicial sense, but,
nevertheless, with the weaknesses of
the fall still upon them, and they will
be required to co-operate with the
Lord in their own wuplifting during
that thousand years. Note that the
great King of Glory, with all power in
heaven and earth, could not, if he
chose, 1ift them at once from their
degradation and all that was lost, be-
cause the gradual uplifting and their
own co-operation .in the Divine pro-

'gram, 8o arranged, will be the most

helpful way—because the learning of
righteousness by the process of climb-

"Ing up out of conditions of imperfec-

tion will impress upon them its prinet-
ples the more thoroughly.

» Third.—A third class, and they are
not a few, discern at once that “true
and righteous™ are the Lord’s ways
and arrangements—that those now on
trial have more advantage every way
In that to them was granted so high
an honor and blessing and so great a
stimulus to righteousness. They rec-
ognize also that the Lord’s arrange-
ments for the world, the living and the
dead, will be glorious to all, to angels
and to men, when all shall have been
brought fully to an appreciation of the;
facts. :

Knowledge of the Lord.

To some it may appear strange that
it is the knowledge of the Lord that is
to fill the whole earth ocean deep—not;
the knowledge of mankind, not the;
knowledge of sin, not human philoso-:
phy—none of these are to fill the earth
and to bring blessings to the world of .
mankind, but “the knowledge of the
Lord.” Well did our dear Redeemer,
say, “This is life eternal, that they:
might know thee, the only living and:
tfrue God, and Jesus Christ, whom,
thou hast sent.” Life eternal is not to.
be gained by a knowledge of astrono-
my or geology or mathematics or
chemisiry, ete., but by the knowledge
of God. How is thijs? What is there.
80 wonderful, so magnetic in the,
knowledge of God that it should be:
said that men might gain eternal life
thereby? We answer that God him-
self 1s the very personification of those
glorious elements of character which
he demands we shall emulate, copy,
pattern after. Thus our Lord Jesus
said, “Be ye like unto your Father
which is in heaven.” Not that we can
ever be exactly like him in these re-
spects, while' we have our present im-
perfect bodies, but his is the pattern
after which we must copy as best we
can now and of him be the exact copy
by and by.

The thought is that as we copy our
Heavenly Father’s character each ad-
ditional step of progress means a clear-
er knowledge of the Father, and only
those who attain to the very perfec-
tion of love in their hearts will be able
rightly, truly to know the Father or
the Son. Hence to know him in the
full, proper sense of the word would
imply that we had attained his like-
ness in our hearts, and this would im-

ly preparation for life eternal on the

ivine terms. From this standpoint

r text implies that all mankind will
ultimately be in that condition of the
knowledge of God which will imply

the perfection of their hearts, imply their
acceptance to eternal life, imply that all
unwilling to come to this glorious condi-
tion under the Divine opportunities will
have ‘been destroyed from amongst the

people in the Second Death (Acts iii,23).
How wonderful is the Divine arrange-
ment! Blessed are our eyes, for they see
and our ears that they hear and oup
hearts that they now respond!

“Peace, HBe Still”

A STORM AT SEA

Text, *“Master, carest thow not that we perish 2 —Mark 4:38,

In our text we have the despairing
ery of the apostles to the Lord, in the
midst of what must have been a re-
markably severe storm on the Sea of
Galilee. Some of the disciples, at
least, were experienced fishermen, ac-
customed to the sudden squalls for
which that sea is noted. For such
courageous men as Peter, James and
Jchn to appeal to Jesus for superhu-
nan aid implies that the conditions
were critical. It seems rather aston-
ishing indeed that our Lord could have
slept under such strenuous conditions,
but he was extremely exhausted from
speaking to large multitudes and the
journey was made In considerable
measure to get away from the peopie,
in order that he might have necessary
rest. DBut again, it is possible that
our Lord feigned sleep for the very
purpose of permitting his disciples to
reach the point of extremity which
led them to call for his aid; because
man’s extremity is God’s opportunity.
The Master arose and rebuked the
wind, saying, “Peace, be still.” . And
there was a great calm. And he said
to the disciples, Why are ye so fear-
ful? Have ye not yet faith?

This expression constitutes one of
the great lessons of the Master to his
pupils, his disciples, and it has come
ringing down the centuries, ~ _aking
peace to his followers ever since. The
message it brings is that he who is
able to control the storms and the sea
is likewise able to govern all the af-
fairs of life in the interests of those
who are his consecrated followers, his
disciples. Yhether we have had so
remarkable an escape from a storm at
sea or not, I am sure that some of us
have had the Master’s supervision and
intervention for ovur protection from
the storms of life. To some of our
hearts he has spoken these same
words, “Peace, be still. Have ye not
yet faith?” And with the message
came a great calm, a great serenity, a
great rest in the Lord and his super-
abundant care. If for a time the Mas-
ter seemed unconscious of our condi-
tion and asleep to the dangers about
us, it was only seemingly so. His care
and his power were equally with us,
and none could really harm our inter-
ests as New Creatures. He whose eye
never slumbers nor sleeps, keeps watch
over the interests of those who are
truly his; and he is pledged that all
things shall work together for good to
them; because they love him; because
they have been called according to his
purpose; because they are seeking to
make that calling and election sure by
loving, self sacrificing obedience. :

The Province of Faith.

In our judgment the Lord was not
specially condemning the apostles for
fearing the storm and awakening him
to quell it. Indeed, their action indi-
cates that they had faith; that they
believed that the Master had the power
which could save them. The Lord
would have them exercise a still broad-
er faith than this. He would have
thHem realize the Father’s care as he
had taught them, saying, “Are not two
sparrows sold for a farthing, and one
of them shall ‘not fall on the ground
without your” Father? * * * Fear yeo
not, therefore; ye are of more value
than many sparrows” (Matthew x, 20-
381). 'The lesson sought to be inculcat-
ed was this: “The Father has called
you to be my disciples and colaborers.
You with myself, therefore, are spe-
clally under_ Divine guidance and su-

pervision. _And he who has begun the
good work in you, and who purposes

to use you as his mouthpieces in the -

proclaiming of his message and grace,
is able to care for all your interests,
both temporal and spiritual. Do you
suppose that, after calling you to the
ministry of his grace, he would per-
mit you to perish? To so fear, implies
that you do not realize your calling to
have been of God, or do not realize the
Divine power, or that you doubt Di-
vine wisdom and supervision—being of
insufficient faith.”

Shall we not similarly judge our-
gelves, scrutinize our own hearts, in<
quire within, if in the midst of the
storms and tempests of life we become
terrified? Would not this imply thati
we doubt the Divine providences in
our own cases in the past and that we
are uncertain as respects our calling
of the Lord to be followers of the
Lamb, sharers in the sufferings of
Christ now and heirs of the glory that
shall follow? Cr would it mean that
‘we lacked faith, lacked confidence in
God? Perhaps no other lesson is more
important for God’s children to learn:
in the present time than this—to have
absolute confidence in their Father’s
Justice, Wisdom, Love and Power.

We Walk by Faith.

The Apostle remarks of the Church
of this age, “We walk by faith and
not by sight.” In this respect the Gos-
pel Church is different from the Jew-
ish Church of the preceding age and
different from the Millennial Church
of the oncoming age. The latter will
walk by sight. The Sun of Righteous-
ness will shine forth, we are assured,
and scatter all the darkness of igno-
rance, superstition and prejudice, and
flood the world with the “light of the
knowledge of the glory of God.” ‘There
will be no more walking by the light
of the lamp, the Bihle, so precious to
us now, s0 hecesszary to us now as a
lamp to our feet and as a light to our
footsteps to assist us in walking in

the “narrow way” by faith and not by

sight.

The Jewish church of the preceding
age was privileged to walk consider-
ably by sight, not so clear and distinct
a light as that which will illuminate
the world in the Millennium, but, nev-
ertheless, they walked by sight, be-
cause the Divine terms were that if
they obeyed God’s Word and walked
in his statutes he would bless them in
basket and store and flock and herd
and in their families and in their
hearts. And the assurance was that
if there was any calamity it would be
because of their departure from the
Lord and would mark his disfavor,

But during this Gospel Age how. dif-
ferent! Whoever would be God’s child,

"a follower of Jesus, In the present

time must walk by faith and not by
sight. He must believe what he can-
not see. He must learn that the cost
of discipleship in this age, the cost of
sonship in the Divine family in this
present time means .self-sacrifice, a
narrow way, opposition and persecu-
tion. ‘“Yea, whoever will live godly in
this present world will suﬁ:‘ex‘iersecu-
tion.” Instead of being blessed above
other men in their temporal affairs the
consecrated, the sanctified, have the
Seriptural assurance that they musi
expect the reverse. Instead of being
kept in perfect health many of the
Lord’s followers have had sad experi-
ences on beds of sickness and pain.
Instead of being wealthy it was fore-
told that there would be not many rich
amongst them, not many great, not
many wise according to the course of

~ this world, but that the riches they

must esteém are the riches of God’s
grace assoclated "with the exceeding
great and precious promiseg of God's
Word. Instead of being surrounded by
conditions of afluence, wealth and ease
their circumstances are generally the
reverse of these. And why is this so?'
Because the Lord is now choosing or
selecting from amongst mankind a lite
tle flock of ‘“peculiar people” who he
designs shall eventually be joint-heirs
with his Son in the Heavenly Kinge
dom.
4A Peculiar People.”

The Lord’s people are peculiar in
their dress—not as respects their oute
ward' clothing, but as respects their
Tobe of Christ’s Righteousness—theirs
by imputation, because of faith in the .
blood of Christ, faith in his sacrifice
for sins. They are peculiar also in that
they have a “wedding garment” which
they wear continually and which they
seek to keep “unspotted from the
world” and which they trust by and
by will admit their entrance with their
Lord to the great Marriage Supper
when they, as members of the Bride-
Elect, shall become the Queen of Glo-
ry, Joint-Heirs with the Bridegroom, ¢

These are peculiar also in that they
love Righteousness and hate iniquity,
whereas the majority of people love
iniquity and are ready to indulge in it
to the extent that they would not be
caught or seriously injured. These, on
the contrary, love Righteousness be-
cause they have come to esteem it as
the character of their Heavenly Fa-
ther and his will respecting them, and
they have come to hate iniquity be-
cause they have learned of its injuri-
ousness and that the Heavenly Father
is not pleased with inequity, injustice,
wrong -in any form. These peculiar
people are so desirous of pleasing the
Heavenly Father that they are quite
willing to be thought peculiar or
strange to the world in general that
they may hear by and by the words,
“Well done, good and faithful servant;
thou hast been faithful over a few
things, I will make thee ruler over
many things” (Matthew xxv, 23).

“O Ye of Little Faith.”

All the circumstances and affairs of
life, its storms and its calms, its joys
and its sorrows, its ups and its downs,
its pleasures and its pains, are so ore-
dered of the Fatker’s providence as to
give these ‘‘peculiar people” the les-
sons they most need, primarily to de-
velop in them this quality of faith, and
secondarily the various graces of the
Lord’s spirit, which can be built only
upon this faith, this trust, this confi-
dence. And as the members of this
class learn to take the proper view of
the Lord’s dealings, learn to have faith
in him, learn to note his providences
and to trust his promises,. proportion-
ately it is their privilege to have peace
and rest In every time of storm and
distress. As the Master declares,
“Peace I leave with you, my peace I
give unto you. Let not your heart be
troubled, neither let it be afraid”
(John xiv, 27). Whoever, therefore,
would be most pleasing to the Lord;
whoever would be most ready for the
graduating exercises at the end of the
age; whoever hopes to hear the Mas-
ter's “Well done, good and faithful
servant,” must give diligence to the
enltivation of this quality of faith, a
$faith which firmly trusts him ceme
what may.”

On a Tempestuous Sea.

What we have applied individually to
the Lord’s people may also be applied
to them as a whole. Looking back
over the nearly nineteen centuries
gince the institution of this Church by
our Lord at his First Advent, partic-
ularly since Pentecost, and marking
the varied experiences of these cen-
turies, we perceive that the Church
has passed over a temptestuous route
in her journey to the heavenly home.
Storms and calms mark the entire
course, and the evidences are thicken-
ing all about us that the severest and
darkest hour, the most stormy- periods
of her entire career, is just ahead of
her—just upon her, we might say. The
sea, the world, is all about her and
seeking to euater into her, seeking to
swamp her, seeking to swallow her @Dy
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Many of the Lord’s followers al-
ready are crying to him in terror,
“Master, carest thou not that we per-.
Ish? Seest thou not how agnosticism;
under a new name of Higher Criticism,/
is seeking to capsize us, to overwhelm:
us, to break the cable of faith by
which we are anchored to the sure
promises of thy Word! Master, seest
thou not that the very mention of thy
precious blood as the Ransom Price
for sinners, the purchase price of our
telease from sin and death, is reviled,
is belittled, is esteemed a common
thing, is repudiated by those who
pame Thy Name! Master, carest thou
pot that thy Word has been so o =
represented during the dark ages of
the past that today the intellectuals of
the world disdain it as the teaching
of doctrines unworthy of & noble in-
tellect! Master, carest thou not that
these have no reverence for thy Book
and for thine own Holy Name? Mas-
ter, carest thou not that Thy people,
thy saintly ones, are perishing in in-
fidelity, in agnosticism; that they are
losing their faith in the precious blood:
and in all the wonderful promises of the
Word, because they see not, neither do
they understand the height and length,
the breadth and depth of the love of
God which passeth all understanding!™

Peace, Be Still! Be Stilll |

To all such appeals the Master’s re-!
ply is, “Have ye not yet faith?” Do
¥ye not know that the Word that goeth.
from my mouth shall prosper in the
thing whereto it was sent? Do you
pot realize that he who began the
work of selecting the Church will ac-
complish it? Do you not know that
naught could come to pass without
Jour Father’s knowledge and permis-:
sion? Do you not remember the words
of the Lord, “Thou couldest have no,
power at all against me, except it were
given thee from above,” except it were
permitted thee of my Father (John xix,
11). Our difficulty has been to some
extent the same that our Lord men-
tioned to the Sadducees saying, “Ye do
err, not knowing the Scriptures, nor
the power of God” (Matthew xxii, 29). |

But what say the Scriptures on the’
subject? We answer that they fore
tell the present condition of things and
give us an outlook future. They call
our attention to the fact that there is
a nominal Church, as well as the real
one, an outward class of considerable
numbers which have a form of godli-
ness, but without the power, and a
¢Jittle flock” which has the Truth and

{6 in heart relationship with the Loraq,
begotten of the holy Spirit. They tell
us that we have been mistaken in the
past in supposing that Tt 1s a part of
the Heavenly Father’s plan to convert
the world during this present Gospel
Age; that that part of his plan belongs
to the next age; that his present work
ys the gathering of the “elect,”” the “lit-
tle flock,” to be associated with the Re-
deemer as his Bride in the glorious
Kingdom, for which we pray, “Thy
Kingdom come; thy will be done on
earth as it is done in heaven.” They
assure us that the storm of Higher
Criticism, infidelity and Evolution and
general godlessness and faithlessness
which we see coming, which is already
upon us, will indeed be a terrible
storm, the like of which was permitted
in the time of trouble which closed the
Jewish Age, and again in the close of
the eighteenth century in the French
Revolution. The Scriptures show us
that the Lord intends to make a sepa-
ration between merely nominal Chris-
tians and the saints—the pure in heart,
the full of faith, the full of zeal, the
lovers of Righteousness, the haters of
fniquity. And his testing and sifting
of the true wheat and its separation
from the tares will be a thorough and
complete work.

But we say, if the Church goes
@own, if the storm shall wreck the
Church of Christ, will not the entire
social fabric be wrecked? Shall not
we all perish? But the Lord answers,
“Nay verily, ‘a thousand shall fall
at thy side, ten thousand at thy right
band, but it‘shall not.come nigh thee’”
(to injure thee). 'The shaking of the
social, political and financial fabrie,
which is closely interwoven with the
celigious, will be something awful, ac-
cording to the Scriptural pictures, “A
time of trouble such as never was
since there was a nation, nor ever
shall be afterward,” said our Lord
(Daniel xii, 1). For a time fierce an-
archy will follow the destruction of
faith in God and in his Word—quite
gontrary to the expectations of the
Higher Critics. Then, in due time to
save the world from itself, our Lord
will stand forth in power, majesty and
great glory and will say to the raging
waves of human passion in that tem-
pestuous storm, “Peace, be stilll” And
there will be a great calm, and that
calm will extend throughout the Mil-
fennial period and give favorable op-

ortunity for the living nations to see,
go comprehend. and to accept the Lord’s

righteous arrangements and, if they
will, his gracious provisions. And it will
give opportunity also for all mankind,

including those whoe have gone down
into the great prison house of death, to
come under those gracious provisions.

Pastor Rusgsell’'s Sermons

OME of the more prominent topics
which have been discussed in
public by Pastor Russell afford

such good, wholesome and attractive
reading, inspiring hope and renewed
energy and effort in behalf of truth
and righteousness, even by many who
were discouraged and on the verge of
questioning the justice, love, wisdom
and power of God, that many are
constantly writing us for additional
copies. To meet this ever-increasing
demand, certain issues of PEOPLES
PULPIT of the past are being repro-
duced in large quantities by the Bible
and Tract Society as a suitable chan-
nel and up-to-date method, evidently

richly blessed of God, for the spread-
ing of the good news—the “preaching
of the Gospel of the Kingdom.” Any
and all desirous of having a part in
this blessed privilege may advise us
by postal card how many papers they
could judiciously distribute among
their neighbors, or among more dis-
tant friends, by mail, and we shall
have pleasure in seeing that they are
supplied you, free of charge, in any
quantity. Besides designating how
many you wish sent to you, be sure
to state which issue you prefer, by
mentioning the subject from the fol-
lowing list:—

WHERE ARE THE DEAD?

THE RICH MAN IN HELL; LAZARUS IN
ABRAHAM'’S BOSOM

THIEVES IN PARADISE
SIN ATONEMENT

PARADISE

REGAINED

CHRIST OUR PASSOVER IS SACRIFICED
GATHERING THE LORD’S JEWELS
WHAT IS THE SOUL?
ELECTING KINGS

THE HOPE OF

Any who would like to get all of
Pastor Russell’s sermons, promptly
and fresh each week as delivered,
will find that they are being pub-
lished by many of the leading news-
papers in the United States and Can-
ada. Send postal card for sample
copy of PEOPLES PULPIT contain-
ing a list of such newspapers. En-
courage the spreading of the Gospel

IMMORTALITY

by patronizing papers which publisk
the sermons, and then be sure to
write the publishers why you prefer
their paper.

The Bible and Tract Society
also supply you free of charge, in any
quantity for judicious distribution,
PEOPLES PULPIT in the following
foreign languages:

can

GERMAN ITALIAN SWEDISH
HUNGARIAN GREEK NORWEGIAN
FRENCH SPANISH POLISH

“@Good Tidings of Great Joy unto All People”
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our Master and his words.

“SANCTIFY

| THE GLORY

Jesus and the Apostles and the Prophets,
have we the Bible-Study Helps necessary to our full enlightenment.
the Millennium. The electric light and other wonderful blessings of our day are from the same “Giver of all good.”
We commend to the thousands of our readers the careful study of the Six Series of *‘Studies in the Scriptures.”’ i}
must already have them in your homes, for over three millions of the first series is announced by the publishers, THE BIBLE AND ||
TRACT SOCIETY OF BROOKLYN TABERNACLE, Brooklyn, N. Y.
We urge that you read these STUDIES, yea that you study them, if you would have the greatest blessing imaginable by a
Never mind the fact that some dear Christian people speak evil of this work as many spoke evil of
They are prejudiced, blinded, like Saul of Tarsus of old. In ignorance they oppose, not having read.
Hearken to the words of C. T. SmitH of 7he Atlanta Constitution, which we heartily endorse:—

Christian in the present life.

XOUGH THY TRUTH

o o W & & &

THIS 1S NOT AN ADVERTISEMENT, BUT AN EDITORIAL

“STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES”’

«MY PEOPLE PERISH FOR LACK OF KNOWLEDGE,” SAITH THE LORD.

INFIDELITY, HIGHER CRITICISM, ETC., ARE DESTROYING FAITH:

BECAUSE THE BIBLE IS MISUNDERSTOOD; BECAUSE “THE FOG cF
tHve DABRK AGES” STILL BECLOUDS our MENTAL VISION

THE “PeopLEs PuLpit” SeEekING To UpHoLp Gop's Worp aT ANy CosrT,
SEEKS Tc SHED ABROAD THE LiGHT oF THE KNOWLEDGE OF

oF GoD, As IT SHINES IN THE FACE OF

JEsus CHRIsT Our LoRD”

l 1t is not sufficient that we go back a few centuries for the true light on God’s Word, We must go clear back to the words of
Their teachings were quickly lost in the great falling away foretold, and only of late
These are God’s gifts at the opening of the New Epoch called
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Many of you

THCH

tained by the Scriptures.

to uncover its meaning.

«This wonderful book makes no assertions that are not well sus-
It is built up stone by stone, and upon every
stone is the text, and it becomes a pyramid of God’slove and mercy and
wisdom. There is nothing in the Bible that the author denies or doubts,
but there are many texts that he throws a flood of light upon that seem

troubled us all our lives.

inside of eternal torment and despair.”

“It is impossible to read this book without loving the writer and 3
pondering his wonderful solution of the great mysteries that have REINL
There is hardly a family to be found that AR
has not lost some loved one who died outside the church—outside the ;
plan of salvation, and, if Calvinism be true, outside of all hope and I!-\
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