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Sin’s Small :fBeginnings

Suggestions; Craving; Desire; Yielding;
Absorption; Destruction,

Thmt-—" Man L3 tempred iokem be 05 dramn away of ki ou desives and entioed,  Them,
awrhenm dexire has corncefvnd, it bringeth foxth siny and v wwhen 3595 finished,
dringeth forth doath ) — fanter 1rrg, 15,

1o proportion to our [ntetligence we
all know that ein abounds io the world;
knd more thaz this, that there ure tend-
encive townrd sin im our own flesh.
The Scriptural declaration is, "1 wes
horn in sio and shapen in iniquity, and
jo ®in did my mother conceive me™
{Peaim 1i, 53, The explanation of these
conditlons i found oniy in the Bible,
whirh tells us thut the beginning of
ein waa in Eden, and that itz painful
Inflaence har desrended from parent
10 v1Hld vntil now, and that there wos
but ene comiete remedy for it, which
is beyond our power, but provided for
ug by our Creator threagh his glorigus
Hon, who redermed s,

Doctrinee of Devlls,

The Rible is God's message to all
those who are desivous of tearning the
Ttivinertandard and ¢hoosing and fight-
Ing a good fight ngainst the wrong,
against ain wherever found; but es-
pecially apaziurt gin And wepkneas to-
ward sin in oursslver. The miore truly
we discern the true philosophies for
Rin and ihe Pivine remedy, the bettur
we nr¢ prepared to resist it-—fore-
warned we are [orearmaod.

However it may be exploined, the
fuet Temeins tbat the world of man-
kind, beathen and civilized, realizing
eln, Teels consclencestrickeo and an-
teipates punishment of some Kind for
violation of recognized laws and prin-
ciples of our heing., Ignorance, super-
etition, menial nabilance and fheory,
eapporied hy priesteraft, bave led
mankind, heathien gud eivilized, Into
& fear of un eternity of forture as a
punishment for asing. This the Apos-
tle ealls “Doctrines of demous” (1§
Timothy iv, 73, Anil no doult the
demens  were respoasihle in some
mepenre for the dedurtion of this doc-
irine of eternel tormeni; bacause frar
ie one of the most powerful influcncey
they can Dbring t3 bear upon fallen
humanity #e they scok to ecaptivale
them to #in. Those who have had
much to (o with Spicitism (thioking
that they were communicating with
their dead friendg, but really fellow-
ghiping with fallen angels, ralled
demons in ihe Scripiures, tell us that

,at The begianing these “ying spirtis”
gained contvel of their wills by telling
them ihat they should pray much,
evey while prerenting to them ab
Inting, sinfunl suggastions (I Timothy
iv, 31. As a lutor siep they tell them
that rverrthing is glovions and every-
body bapny “in the spirit land,” apd
ihut ®ine of the present life are noim-
portant maiters, Later ou they prick
their suljects’ ceusclence and work
wupon their fears and tell them that their
case is hapeless and that they will
goon have them fully in their power
and torment 1hem forever. With de-
spair come ntter abandonment and a
-willingness to treat with the “evll
gpirits.” This iz sometimes foilowed
by obsession and not infrequently rea-
son i eutirely dethroned and the vic-
tim becomeR an inmate of an asyinm.

The safepuard against all ef thoee

delorions and misrepresentations is

found in o correct undersianding of
(Qod's Word—-the Bible. In proportlon
as itz teachings are understood and
Inlinwed the mind is relieved of those
“dpctrines of demons” and glven a
rational understanling of what sin is
ond of what it3 renl penalty congista.
Ohedlence to lig instructiuns hriugs
propotrHonate measurca of harmony
with God end righteousness and re-
aulte in love, joy, pesce and a2 holy
spirit or disporition.

“The Wages of Bin Is Death.”

Many experience great difficulty o
ridding thelr minds of the “docirines
ol dentons'~—shat the wages of sin is
eturnnl torment. They find it dificult
to belisve ihe Truth on the subject.
which the Scriptures present, namely,
that “The wages of sin Is derth; but
the Gift of 3od ts eternal Hie, through
Jegus Christ our Lord” rRomans .
22y, God's proposition iz thal all
ginners agzainzt his just laws, after
full apportani(ty, shall he "utierly de-
sitrayed” (Thessalopians j, 9; Acts
i, 23). The power of sternal life re-
sides in God:; and ho agsures us that
he will not give it to any excent those
who come into harmmony with him,
FEtarnal life bag not beca thrust upon
ourr race. It ig entirely cuntrary to
the Scriptures to assert that man muast
lve zomewhere to all eternity, either
in joy or auguish, The Beriptures as-
suro us lo the contrary of this—7All
the wirked willi he destroy.”

Our Lovd .declares that God Is able
to destroy both soul and body in Ge-
henun. He who alone has the power
of pterngl life dins mede no provision
wherehy sinners can obinin it and thus
injure themgnlves aml discredil the Di-
vipe government to all eternlty. The
gift nf Cod ig eternal Tife, and that
glft will be bBestawnd only upnn those
who @demonsirate & heart desire in
harmony with Gnd and acceptiance of
hiz provisions for their recovory from
sin and death throngh his Appointed
Way—Teses (hrist the [ighteous.
Thue we rexd, “He that believeth on
thre: Son hath everlasting lite; and he
thnt holleveth not the Son, shall not
see life; but "M'HE WRATH OF GOD
ABIRETH ON HiM" {John i, 36).

Our Text Hlustrated.

The experience of our frst parents
wall illastrates the lesson of owr text,
Mother Lve's desire fnr knowledge
ghauld have confined itsell to the Di-
vine mitations; bt she permitted it
iv wander disloralily, Mveidenily she
turted over in her mind himy wonder-
ful mnst be the wisdem of Guod, and
how she would like fo possess a8 much
as the serneni suggested she might
have, if she wonld but dischey God
and ~at the forbldden frait. We car
imagine that she had gudalms of con-
science—that ghe bhesitated to disohey.
But to aven atop to consider tha pleas-
ures, the advaniagoes, the desirahility
of tranugression was to leave her mind
open to a fresh nssault. The serpent's
next move was to suggest to her a rea-
son why her Creator had forbidden the

eating of the [ruit, namely, thar Goud
knew that this would make them wige
&8s himself, and that he did not wish
for equals in knowledge, but desired to
keep them In o condition of mental
slavery through ignorance. Snch a
snggestion shonld have been spurned
by Eve, and was, no doubt, rejected
at firsl. No doubt she brougbt forth
Hrguments to prove the merciful kind-
nes#e: snd generosity of the Creator
angd that such an evil, seitizh and {gno-
ble spirlt as the serpent suggested
vould not posalbly belong to her Crea-
tor. But the wrong was in glving the
ieast countenance ta rtheze gugpestions
of disobedience. Thoey shiuld have
been prompty set aside. Stopping io
expostnlete or resson iz merely open-
iug the door for further Leguilement.,
In the language of oir tesxi, she was
“drawn away by Ler own dosive and
wRS enticed;” then, when desire had
concelved, the sinful act of eating the
forhidden fruit resulted,

Bow does deeire concetve? We an-
swar, ‘'he mind enteriains the deslire,
warms Jt, vitalizes it, retects upon
what advaninges or pléeasures would
resilt; enters into andrenjoyz those
forgidden pleasures mentally. Thus
Mother Eve reflected thal no doubt the
forbidden fruit was specially delicious
to the palate, luscious; more than this,

hat the enlightenment of mind would

bring 1o her viftus of tnovght Tar be-
youd nnything she and Adam had ever
previously Imagined. Thus her desive
for knowledge concaived and gradual-
ly. perhaps in moments, perbaps in
hours, perhaps in days, developed maore
and more the thought of the jovrs and
pleargres to result from the act of dis-
chedience—unitil practically the whole
nf life was ahsorbed in this one desive,
and everything else of her glorious and
wpropoy blesgings nn every haand wus
practically  forgotien and ignored.
Finaily the irresistible mowent came.
Bho fook the fruit. She ate it; ein was
horn, and the wage of death would
follow in due course.

The main thing to he noticed is lliat
tha adiiasion of evil desire into onr
henrtg, into our wills, ia the beginning
of sin——the concepiion of aln,  After
the concention it Is ¢nly a matter of
time until it shail he born, unless in
some manner that sinful desire be
quenched, he killed. Fven then it will
be with serioug consegqnences that the
weongly conceived sin will be gotten
rid of. The [osson is, as the Apostle
Anggesis in the text, the keeping of our
hearts, our minds, a0 the desires shall
not conceive therein. This means a
loyalty to God and 1o the truth and to
righteousness, ahout which the world
in general knows litila, It means that
many kinds of derives and nmbitions
ntay be begoiien in the heart and lead
on to ona kind ar another kind of sin-
fnl development, Lot uf then hearken
to 1he Lord, “Keep thy heart with all
diligenca: for ont of it are the isanes
ol 1ifg"” { Proverbs iv, 233,

FEiernal lifs or efernal desath i= tha
izsue, not eternal happiness or eternal
misery, True, under God's provislon,
ull wlho get eternal 1ife will thereby
get eternel nappiness; hut all wha rail
to pet the eternal life or henppinoss in
God= provision will get eterual death,
the Hecond Death, " utier extinetlon.
Ag 3t Paetar declares, they shall be as
krute hensts, made to he taken and
destroyed™ (11 Peter i, 12y, And St
Panl says, “They shall be punished
with everlasting destruection from the
prerence of the Lord”'-—not with ever-
leating torment (il Thessalonians i, 8),

Divine Forgiveness of Sin.

We have secn how sin entered, and
that its wage or pensalty of Divipe de
eTee is  death-——extinction. And we
have seen that mental, moral acd
phrsieal imperfections are merely ale-
menta of our dying process. If this
were all that the Bible had to iell as,
it would he valualess to usg, for why
nhilosophize over & fact if it couid not
in any gense or degree be avolded? If
there were to lLope, as the Apostle
suggests, we might as well eat, drink
and be merry fud make no atlempt
specially to sirive aguinst sin, and
thus to bring ourselves into conflict
with the weaknesses of oy own 08
{urcs end our evit environment. Md,
as the Seriplures declare. “There &
forgiveness with thee, Lhat thou may-
ert be feared” (Psalm cxxx, 4). The
vers fact that God has provided the
tergiveness and made possiblo an es-
cape from ihe original deuth sentence
and return to his favor—aternal life—
maker lifee worth lving ond puts &
new ambitlon, o uew hope, 2 new ep-
evgy jnto all ibose who come to am
understanding of it.

I wae wera dealing with fallen wew
like ourselves instead of with God,
we miglt say thia{ some men would
ehange their word and others would
not. Dut when we think of the un
changenble God we feel convinced
1hat the zentence he ouce pronouuced
must siard, ‘The great Supreme Judga
of the Uriverse, in the Andings of hiw
own court, will not retract his just
sentence, “Dying, thou shait die”
Henve wo wonld not be inclined to
expert elernel life from him who de
elares against ne As a race thet “tha
wages of ain is death,”

That philosephy once seen 1s enme
vincing to the lust degree. Briefly
etated, #t s that “By one man sio
entered Into the waorld, and death br
sin: Rpd so desth passed upoun 2l men,
for that all have sinned;” hecanse =2If
excent the first man were sinnpers
by heredity (Itomans v, 12). In other
words, (he sentence of death was pro
nouneed ouly against Father Adem.
Fveryhody else who dies wmerely
shares in his eentence undor ithe
natural laws of hercdity. Then Cod
condescendingly  explainos to us Lhe
phllogophy of how that cne pan's Ains
being met, the 1neril can be made ap-
plicahle to all of hir porterity, so thar
the death of one righteous man conld
aatiefy the claime of justlees againsy
the rece a5 8 whole.

The Waonderfui Story.

Dpt we inquire, where could the ona
nan e found who would he willing i@
surrender his own life for that of
Adam and bhig race? And if such g
generond mand could be fonnd how
could be, ag a member of the con-
demuedrase, e acceptable fo jusiice ag
mun's Rapsom Price? The Scriptures
agaln expinin that no such man couid
e found among Adam=s race, end
that therefore God so loved the world
that be xave his 8on to be nar Rederin-
ar, Then the query comes. Would it I
Just for God to give his Sou? And
the answer Is Seripturally given, fthat

-~

Thieves in Paradise

Toose 3443 —This greatly Juis
vuderstom]l  text  expluived fu
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He set before his Son a great joy, a
high reward, and that the Son, fully
in accord with his Father, delighted to
do his wi’’'—*“For the joy that was set
before him, endured the cross, despis-
ing the shame” (Hebrews xii, 2). We
are assured that the reward for this
great transaction is a great one. The
Apostle, after describing how our Lord,
our Redeemer, first left the glory of
the heavenly estate and humbled him-
gelf to take the human nature and was
then found obedient unto death, even
the death of the cross, then adds,
“Wherefore, God also hath highly ex-
alted him, and given him a name
which is above every name; that at the
name of Jesus every knee should bow,
of things in heaven, and things in
earth, and things under the earth; and
that every tongue should confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of
God the Father” (Philippians ii, 9-13).

“Ye Must Be Born Again.”

As we were all born in sin as the
children of Adam, all must be born
again if they would become the chil-
dren of God. Many have failed to no-
tice the Scriptural teaching that out of
our race God intends to produce two
families of sons on different planes of
being. The one class, begotten and
born of the spirit, will be resurrected,
be born spirit beings, like unto the
angels. The other class, begotten
again to human conditions, will ex-
perience resurrection (Acts iii, 19-21)fa-
vors, by which they will be recovered
from sin and death conditions and ulti-
mately come to human perfection and
righteousness. These will not be like
unto the angels, but be like unto
Adam in his sinless condition before
the condemnation. The curse will be
removed not only from these, but also
from their earthly home, which will
then become as Eden, the garden of
the Lord — Paradise restored. Our
Lord pointed out the time of the
world’s regeneration, in full harmony
with St. Peter’s words above cited,
saying to his disciples, “In the regen-
eration ye that have followed me shall
git upon twelve thrones, judging the
twelve tribes of Israel” (Matthew xix,
28). The regeneration time, or resur-
rection time, has not yet come; hence
the apostles are not upon the thrones
of Israel; but instead, the twelve
tribes are still under the Gentile dom-
ination. And Gentile domination, in
Scriptural language, means the times
in which Satan is the Prince of this
world, “Who now worketh in the
hearts of the children of disobedience.”

The apostles are not to sit upon the
twelve thrones of Israel until the Sec-
ond Coming of our Lord and the bind-
ing of Satan and establishing of the
Kingdom; hence the time of Restitu-
tion, or times of Regeneration, for
mankind are yet future. When that
happy day shall have fully dawned it
will mean a sweet release of the world
from the power of sin and death, to
which all but the saintly few are now
in slavery. In the Jewish order of
reckoning time, night came first and
day afterward. Thus the world has
already been passing through a night
time of darkness, ignorance, supersti-
tion and sorrow, the results of sin and
death. But the redeeming merits of
Jesus have provided the Millennial
Day, which will soon be ushered in
and chase away forever the shadows
of sin and death, No wonder the poet
sang,

“0, hail happy day

That speaks all sorrows ending!”

The Psalmist refers to the same glo-
rous day, saying, “Weeping may en-
dure for a night, but joy cometh in
the morning.”

Paradise Megained

The Tree of Life in the Paradise of God.

Text: =" Vavily T sap unto thee today, Thou shalt be with me in Paradise,”—Luke 23:43.

Paradise is another name for the
Garden of Eden, the abode of bliss. It
was lost through the sin of our first
parents, but the gracious promise of
our great Creator is that this condi-
tion of earthly bliss shall be re-estab-
lished—not merely in a little corner
of the earth, but that the whole earth
shall become the Paradise of God.
Heaven is God’s throne and the earth
is his footstool, and he assures us, “I
will make the place of my feet glori-
ous”—*“in due time.” How this will be
accomplished is the Gospel message.

. The Divine promise to Father Abra-
ham, that all the families of the earth
should yet be blessed through his Seed,
includes the thought of man’s full
restoration to Divine favor—as before
he sinned and before he fell; before
Paradise was lost; before man came
under the curse or sentence of death.
The Jews hoped that Messiah would
come and constitute their nation the
earthly Kingdom of God and re-estab-
lish Paradise with Palestine as its
center. They expected that under his
wise ministration, using their nation
as his instruments, the Divine Law
would extend to all and, by bringing
all people into harmony with God,
would gradually bring back all to the
Paradise state.

The Garden of the Lord.

It was in full harmony with thisg ex-
pectation that the dying thief asked
the Lord to remember him when he
would come into his Kingdom, the
Kingdom whose dominion would es-
tablish righteousness in the earth, and
thus convert the world, under Divine
favor, into the Paradise of God. Our
Lord’s answer was that verily, truly,
his request would be granted—the thief

would yet be with him in Paradises

Paradise has not yet been established,
because God’s Kingdom has not yet
come to earth and it delays until a
certain work for the Church shall be
accomplished.

It is not the Divine intention to make
of the nation of Israel God’s Kingdom
in the highest sense of that word,
though it will be actively identified
with the heavenly Kingdom as its
earthly representative. God is select-
ing during this Gospel Age a new pna-
tion, Spiritual Israel, from every na-
tion, people, kindred and tongue. At
our Lord’s First Advent and subse-
quently he gatliered from Israel such
as were saintly and ready for the
Kingdom; and since then he has been
taking out from other nations enough
to complete the foreordained number
of the “elect” Church. These will con-
stitute the Kingdom per se, and it can-
not be set up or established in power
until this election or selection shall
have been completed and the “elect”
“changed” or glorified on the spiritual
plane by the power of the First Resur-
rection.

Paradise, or the Garden of the Lord,
not only represents that earthly condi-
tion which will be restored for the ben-
efit and blessing of the natural man,
as the reward of his obedience to the
rules of Emmanuel’s Kingdom during
the Millennial Age, but it also applies
in a figurative sense to the glorious
and heavenly position which God has
in reservation for the Church. Thus
we read in the Book of Revelation
that the Lord has promised to the
overcomers of the Church that “To
him that overcometh will I give to eat
of the tree of life which is in the
midst of the paradise of God” (Revela-
tion ii, 7).

The World’s Regeneration.

This is a grandly beautiful and sym-
bolic message and promise assuring us
of the happiness and heavenly bliss in
eternal life conditlons of all who are
faithful followers of Christ in the pres-
ent age—walking in Jesus’ footsteps
in the ‘“‘narrow way.” The Book of

Revelation pictures the higtory of this
Gospel Age down into the Millennial
Age and shows us Paradise re-estab-
lished with the Heavenly City, the
glorified Church, as its center or cap-
ital. The River of Life is pictured as
flowing frem under the Throne. On
either bank of its crystal waters of
Truth and grace grow the trees of
Life, after the manner of Eden of old.
The future state will all be Paradise.

The completeness of blessedness will .

first ‘be manifested in the Church on
the spiritual plane, and, secondly, it
will be manifésted in the Ancient
‘Worthies on the earthly plane—perfect-
ed Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and all
the holy prophets, the earthly repre-
sentatives of the heavenly Kingdom.

- Gradually the paradisaical condition

shall fill the whole earth. The wilder-
ness shall blossom as the rose and the
solitary places shall be glad and
streams shall break forth in the des-
erts, as we read in Isaiah xxxv. The
morally lame shall learn to walk in
the paths of righteousness. Yea, they
shall leap for joy, as they come to a
knowledge of the grace and goodness
of God. The world’s eyes of under-
standing shall be opened and their
deaf ears shall be unstopped, that they
may hear and see the goodness and
mercy, the justice and the love of our
God. The willing and obedient shall
eat the good of the land, but the evil
doers shall be cut off in the Second
Death. Gradually the boundaries will
be spread abroad until, in the end of
the Millennium, they shall include the
whole earth. Gradually the numbers
enjoying Paradise shall increase until,
in the end of the Millennium, the en-
tire race of Adam shall experience this
blessed privilege of God’s love and
mercy through Christ.

St. Paul, like John the Revelator,
was caught also to Paradise in vision
and saw the glorious things of the fu-
ture age, which he was not permitted
to explain to us, because the due time
had not yet come. Neither was John
the Revelator permitted to reveal fully
the particulars of the Paradise condi-
tion. He could merely give us a few
symbolical hints orsuggestionsrespect-
ing the glories of Paradise restored.

Redemption Through Christ.

We have already noticed that Para-
dise was lost by sin through disobedi-
ence of the heavenly command. Life
and Eden bliss and Divine favor and
fellowship were all lost to Adam and
to us, his children, under the death
sentence. There was no hope for any
of us any more than for the brute
beast, for while the latter was born to
die, man, created with possibilities of
life eternal, was sentenced to the loss
of all. Indeed, under the demoralizing
influences of sin and death we find
many of the human family really more
degraded than the brute creation and
apparently less worthy of Divine favor.
But God, rich in mercy, in the great
love wherewith he loves us, provided
for mankind a recovery from the sen-
tence of sin and death, while he has
made no provision for future life for
the brute creation. ]

God’s provision for man’s recovery
from the sentence of death is the story
of the “Cross of Christ.” Because a
man had sinned the redeemer must be
a man. Because the penalty was hu-
man death, the perfect man must die
for the sinner’s release from the death
sentence—to uplift the willing out of
sin and death conditions up, up to fel-

has been remarkable.
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lowship with God and eternal life. Be-
cause the race of Adam inherited nat-
urally his mental, moral and physical
defects, therefore none of his posterity
was worthy of eternal life. But, in the
Divine arrangement, as Adam had in-
volved all of his children and their
Paradise home in the wreck of sin and
death, so a redemption has been effect-
ed through Christ.

The great Work of Messiah will
therefore be the restoration of the
world to all that was lost in Eden and
redeemed at Calvary. The work of
restoration, St. Peter tells us, has
been spoken of by the “mouth of all
God’s holy prophets since the world
hegan” and will be accomplished by
Messiah at his Second Coming (Acts
ii, 21). But the Divine Plan changes
not. Sin is still objectionable to God,
will always be so. And the Divine sen-
tence is that no 'sinner may have eter-
nal life; hence the offer of Divine
Grace is merely that all who will may
have Divine assistance, resurrection,
restoration, uplifting out of sin and
death conditions to perfect conditions.
But these things will be accomplished
only in those who are willing and
obedient. Only such 8hall eat the good
of the land—the fruits of Paradise
(Acts {ii, 23).

Furthermore it is the Divine arrange~
ment, and a just one, that any good
and noble deed of the present life
works a measure of character develop-
ment which will be assistful in the fu-
ture life, enabling the faithful the soon-
er to mount up in the full perfection
of earthly life. Correspondingly every
wilful sin, every violation of con-
science and principle, works a defile-
ment and impairment of manhood,
which, likewise, will have its effect in
the future life in the difficulty of ris-
ing out of degradation to the heights of
Divine perfection and approval and
everlasting life. If all mankind could
appreciate these facts what an ik-
fluence it would have in restraining,
governing and developing self control
and true manhood!

The Divine Program,

Does some one inquire as to why
he who redeemed Adam, his Eden
home, and all his race, and who pro-
poses a restoration of all—why he has
not begun this restitution work during
the eighteen hundred years since the
sacrifice of himself? The Scriptures
answer that another feature of the
Divine program is being carried out.
The Lord is gathering the “elect”
Church from Israel and all the na-
tions to be Messiah’s assistants.in his
Kingdom and the gracious work of
uplift—resurrection—restitution. This
“elect” Church class first selected isin
the Scriptures called “A first-fruits of
God unto his creatures” (James i, 18).
The world of restored humanity will
be the after-fruits. .

The Scriptures exhort such as in the
present time are blessed with the hear-
ing ear to give heed to the special in-
vitation of the elect. They exhort
such as have the eye of faith to aspire
to the crown of glory and joint-heir-
ship that is now being tendered to &
very select class. He that hath an ear
let him hear. He that hath an eye let
him see. So many of us as have been
blessed of the Lord with the ear of
faith, the eye of faith, let us rejoice
therein with the blessed opportunity.
Let us seek indeed to make our calling
and election sure to this heavenly es-
tate of glory, honor and immortality
and joint-heirship with our Lord, the
King of kings and Lord of lords!

Christ’s Atonement.

Both of the thieves, crucified with our
Lord, lost their right to the original
Eden or Paradise of God through
father Adam’s disobedience, as did we
all. Both of those thieves were “born
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tn sin and shapen in iniquity, in sin
did their mothers conceive them,” as
with us all. Both of those thieves
were redeemed by the precious blood
of Christ, as were we all; for “Christ
Jesus, by the grace of God, tasted
death for every man;” “He is the
propitiation for our sins [the Church’s
sins], and not for ours only, but also
for the sins of the whole world.”
Thus, as we have seen, the Redeemer
has made provision for both of those
thieves, as well as for all of us—all of
Adam’s race—to be recovered from the
8in and death conditions of the fall
and to be restored to Paradise. The
Church now called during this Gospel
Age may reach the spiritual Paradise
or highest condition of holiness and
happiness. The two thieves and the
remainder of mankind will have their
opportunity during the Millennium.

Their opportunity will be for a return -

to earthly life and perfection and hap-
piness and an earthly Eden—world
wide. How much grander a work will
thus result from our Lo-1’s death than
we had previously supposed!

Let none suppose, however, that those
two thieves will enter Paradise on the
same footing. While both were guilty
of robbery, they evidently were dis-
similar in the condition of their hearts.
The one was hardened, as evidenced
by the fact that he could speak thus
rudely to the Redeemer, whose face be-
spoke gentleness, purity and innocence
of crime. Such cruelty implied a deep
degradation of mind—implied that he
was sin-hardened. And yet we must
remember that others of thé multitude
standing by used similarly cruel lan-
guage. And we must remember that
there are many thieves who are not
caught and many, perhaps, as morally
wrong, as evilly intentioned, who, for
fear of the consequences, never com-
mitted the wrongs. We can even sup-
pose that some of the scribes and Phar-
1sees and Doctors of Divinity of those

days were in God’s sight much worse .-

than the impenitent thief—murderers
at heart and in deed. Yet of the latter
St. Peter declares, “I wot, brethren,
that in ignorance ye did it, as did also
your rulers,” when you crucified the
Lord of glory.
An Earthly Paradise.

Ignorance and superstition and In-
herited depravity all bore down upon
the impenitent thief to a degree which
we are not capable of properly esti-
mating. The Lord will judge him—
both thieves—all mankind. The peni-
tent thief will unquestionably have a
two-fold blessing. First he will be
blessed because of his penitent attitude
of mind; secondly, because of. his faith-
fulness in expressing that penitence
and mercy to our Lord In his distress.
Our Lord declared that even a cup of
cold water given to’the least of his
disciples will have Its reward. Surely
it will be in harmony, then, that the
penitent thief will have a reward for

his defence of the Master.
‘The ~ peniterit thief “manifested not

only sympathy but honesty and it is
entirely in keeping with the general
teachings of our Lord’s Word that the
honest-hearted and the merciful have
Bpecial blessings. Those blessings can-
not reach them in the grave and it is
not always that they reach them in the:
present life. Virtue is not always its
own reward. Our Lord declares the
Truth on the subject, assuring us that
such shall be “recompensed in the res-
‘urrection of the just.” That Is to say,
when the just, the justified, the Church,
'shall be resurrected In the First Resur-
‘rectlon and when then the heavenly
'Kingdom shall be established amongst
men and the generai awakening of the
,world from the sleep of death shall
gradually follow—then every good and
every evil word, every good and every
evil act, will be recompensed—in Para-
dise. Let us be glad and rejolce that
the Divine arrangement is an earthly
Paradise, possible to every member of
the race, and a heavenly Paradise, pos-
sible to every member of the spirit-
begotten Church, and that the alterna-
tive of Paradise is not eternal torment,
but everlasting destruction—the Second
Death,
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The Coming TRingdom

Teat:—Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is done

in heaven.’

'— Matthew 0.10

The words of our text have been re-
peated by Christian people of all na-
tionalities for centuries. You recognize
them as a portion of what is generally
termed the Lord’s prayer, given to the
Lord’s followers as a model in answer
to the request of the Apostles, “Lord,
teach us to pray.” The fact that our
Lord instructs us to pray for his King-
dom to come, implies several things.
(1) That it was not already here. (2)
That it is part of the divine provision
that In due time the Dominion of the
Highest shall be established among
men. (3) That this is one of the chief
desideratums for God’s people and for
humanity.

Our Lord’s Parables.

It surely has not escaped the atten-
tion of every Bible student that nearly
all of our Lord’s parables are more or
less closely identified with this King-
dom thought. The majority of them
open with such expressions as, “The
Kingdom of heaven is likened unto,”
etc. If we keep In memory that it is
a Kingdom of priests that is to be es-
tablished, otherwise called a Royal
Priesthood, all will be plain. Our Lord
Jesus, after he had pald our ransom
price, after he died the just for the
unjust, as our sacrificing High Priest
ascended up on high to be our King; to
be a Priest upon his throne. And sim-
{larly he is now calling for an under-
priesthood, willing to follow his ex-
ample of self-sacrifice in the presant
life. These in due time he will glorify
with himself, giving them a share In
that Royal Priesthood as Priests upon
the throne of the Millennial Kingdom.
Thus he promised, “To him that over-
cometh will I grant to sit with me in
my throne, even as I overcame, and
am set down with my Father in his
throne” (Revelation {lii, 22).

If all Christian people could realize
that their “high calling” of God is
rot a calling away from eternal tor-
ment, but a calling, or Invitation, to
assoclation with Christ in his great
Kingdom, which shall ultimately rule
the world, “under the whole heavens,”
they would read the Bible with a fresh
Interest; it would soon be to them a
new book.

Glance at some of the parables. Note
how they give snap-shot pictures, of
the Church’s experiences, not only in
the future, but especially in the pres-
ent time of development and pwepara-
tlon and testing—plicturing the trying
experiences necessary for attaining the
Kingdom. In other words, the Church,
while on trial, i{s the embryo Kingdom,
the probationary Kingdom class. This
is the enlisting time, the testing time,
the proving time, and none will be ac-
counted worthy to share in the actual
glories and privileges of the coming
“Kingdom of God’s dear Son” except
those who now demonstrate not only
loyalty but loving devotion to the
Lord, to his Truth, to all who are his
—to the extent of laylng down their
Hves for the Truth and for the breth-
ren.

Note the parable of the sower, and
that the message sown is the “good
seed of the Kingdom.” Note that the
ripe wheat developed from that sow-
ing is denominated the children of the
Kingdom. Note that the gathering of
the wheat into the barn—by the resur-
rectlon change, to the heavenly state
—Is still associated with the thought of
the Kingdom in the words, “Then shall
the righteous shine forth as the sun
in the Kingdom of their IFather.” Now
they are exhorted to shine forth their
light as tallow-candles, that they may
“show forth the praises of him who
called them out of darkness into his
marvelous light.” If unfaithful in
shining forth the light under the pres-
ent conditions of prevalent darkness,
they will not be esteemed worthy of a
place with tne glorified faithful in the
Kingdom wh.lch will shine forth as the
sun,

Note in the parable of the net cast
into the sea, which gathered fish of
various kinds, that the net represented
the nominal church of this present
time, which in due time is drawn
ashore, the fishes caught separated,
and those suitable for the Kingdom are
represented as gathered in baskets,
while the unsuitable are represented as
being cast back into the sea.

Notice the parable of the pearl of
great price, which represented the
Kingdom blessings and privileges, and

could be obtained only by the selling.

of all that was possessed; that thus

“the Lord’s followers who desire a

share In his Kingdom are to reckon
that no sacrifice is too great to make
to attain that blessing—Indeed, they
are to know that the Kingdom can be
attalned at no less cost than the sur-
render of all their earthly hopes and
alms.

Note the parable of the pounds and
talents, which represented our Lord’s
departure to heaven for investure in
authority to be the great King of earth,
the sovereign of the Millennial King-
dom to be established at his return.
Note the giving of the pounds and the
talents to his faithful servants to be
used In his interest in his absence.
Note that on his return he first reck-
oned with these, and rewarded the
faithful, saying to one, Have thou do-
minion over two citles; to another,
Have thou dominion over five citles; to
another, Have thou dominion over ten
citles. Nofe that this giving ¢f the
Dominion to his faithful servants sig-
nified their sharing with him in his
Kingdom at the time of its establish-
ment at his second coming.

The Kingdom In Glory.

Note the parable of the sheep and
the goats, which pictures the Millen-
nial Kingdom in full operation. It
opens with the announcement, “When
the Son of Man shall come in his glory,
and all the holy angels with him, then
shall he sit upon the throne of his
glory. And before him shall be gath-
ered all nations; and he shall separate
them one from another, as a shepherd
divideth his sheep from the goats”
(Matthew xxv, 31). This Is unquestion-
ably a picture of the Millennial reign of
Christ, and his dealing with the world.
‘When that time shall come, the elect
Church, the Bride of Christ, will be
with him in the throne, sharing his
glory, and sharing in the work of judg-
ing the world; as said St. Paul, “Do
ye not know that the saints shail judge
the world?”’ (I Corinthians vi, 2.)

The prophecies of the Old Testament
Scriptures abound in testimonies re-
specting the blessing which will come
to the world during the reign of Mes-
slal’s Kingdom. The Jews had every
reason to expect that God had honored
their nation as the seed of Abraham
with especial relatlonship to his King-
dom—that ag}ﬂs holy nation and peo-
ple Israel shiould be the channel for
the dispensing of the divine blessings
to all the familles of the earth. Nor
will that expectation prove‘false. The
Lord has not changed his plan; he has
merely introduced first of all anoth-
er feature of his plan not previous-
ly revealed, styled by the Apostle
Paul ‘“the mystery of God.” This
mystery 1s, that before Israel can be
God’s earthly agents for dlspensing his
blessings to mankind In general, to
every nation, people, kindred and
tongue, God will first select a special
class, a “Little Flock,” a “Royal Priest-
hood”—the Church, the Bride, the
members of the Body of Christ as a
Spiritual Israel. When this Kingdom
class shall have been fully selected,
and the last member shall have been
glorified with Christ beyond the vail
on the spirit plane of existence, then
divine favor will return to natural
Israel. )

We are not to understand that
everyone_who_has Abrahamic blood in

his veins will on that account be per-
mitted a speelal service for the Lord
during the Millennium as an earthly
representative of the spiritual Empire.
Nay, they are not all Israelites who
are of the seed of Abraham. But the
Lord shows us through the Apostle
that prior to the coming of Christ God
had already selected Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob and all the prophets anid
other faithful ones enumerated by St.
Paul in Hebrews 11th chapter. These,
having demonstrated their faith-and
willing obedience to do the Lord’s will,
have this testimony, “that they pleased
God.” These Ancient Worthies of the
earthly seed of Abraham are already
prepared of the Lord to be the earthly
representatives of his Spiritual King-
dom. In due time, after the glorifica-
tion of the Church in “the first resur-
rection,” these will come forth not om
the spirit plane, but as perfect humam
belngs. Through these the Lord’s
blessings and instructions to mankin®
will be disseminated. They will con-
gtitute the earthly Jerusalem, as the
Church will constitute the heavenly
Jerusalem, Mount Zion; as we read,
“The Law shall go forth from Mt.
Zion, and the Word of the Lord from
Jerusalem” (Micah iv, 2) for the bless-
ing of all nations, for their Instruction
in righteousness, for their assistance
ifn the highway of holiness, that they
may gain at its farther end the great
reward of life eternal.

It is but reasemnable to expect that
with the establishment of that King-
dom for which Israel has so long
waited and hoped, its mercles dis-
pensed through these Ancient Wos-
thies will first appeal to the nation of
Israel, and subsequently to all people
of all natlons, as they shall come to
the faith of Abraham and receive the
instruction of the Kingdom. Thus it is
written, “And many nations shall go
and say, Come, and let us go up ta
the mountain of the Lord, and to the
bouse of the God of Jacob; and he
will tzach us of his ways, and we wil}
walk in his paths” (Mieah iv, 2).

The Gospel Age Parenthetic.

It may help some to think of this
Q@ospel ‘Age as a parenthesis. God's
dealings with the Jews in the flesh
were Interrupted by the development
of the spiritual seed of Abraham—
Christ and the Church (Galatians iii,
29). As soon as this work of develop-|
ing Spiritual Israel shall be completed,j
and the “little fiock” be exalted to
glory on the spirit plane by their resur-
rection change, then the parenthesis
will be ended, and divine favor will
resume its operation with natural Is-
rael, and through Israel to all nations,|
for their blessing. ‘

Note how distinctly this matter is
set forth in Romans 1ith chapter.
There the Apostle notes the rejectiom
of natural Israel, and how it was fore-
told by the Prophets Isaiah and David
—that their table of divine mercles
and promises would become a trap and
a snare to them, making them proud
and arrogant Instead of humble, and
thus showing the unfitness of the ma~-
Jority of them for a share with Mes-
slah in the spiritual part of the King-
dom. The Apostle pictures these im
the olive tree, whose roots represent-
ed the Abrahamic Covenant, and
whose branches represented the Jews.
He points out that nearly all the
branches were broken off—because of
unbellef—and that the unbellef was '
because of an improper condition of
heart. He says that those Jews who
recelved Jesus were the branches not
broken off, and that God during thia
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age has been choosing out from
amongst the Gentiles such as would
be suitable substitutes for the broken
off Jewish branches, so that eventually
the olive tree would have the full num-
ber of branches definitely foreknown
and intended—a few of them natural
branches (including the Apostles and
all the Jews who received Christ in
sincerity) and the remainder of that
spiritual olive tree, branches grafted
in from amongst the Gentiles. The
tree as a whole, then, represents spir-
itual Israel, the “one new man” men-
tioned by the Apostle, whose head is
Christ, and whose members are partly
Jewish and partly Gentile, trans-
formed, renewed (Ephesians ii, 15).

Ignorant of This Mystery.

Continuing his discussion of the sub-
ject, in this same chapter, St. Paul
gays, “I would not, brethren, that ye
ghould be ignorant of this mystery, lest
ye be wise in your own conceit; that
blindness in part is happened to Israel,
until the fullness of the Gentiles be
come in. And so all Israel shall be
gaved; as it is written, “There shall
come out of Zion the Deliverer.”

Let us not make the mistake of sup-
posing the Apostle meant that all Is-
rael will be saved to heavenly glory,
or to eternal life. Israel will be
saved from the blindness and rejection
of God which came on them as a na-
tion when they rejected Messiah. The
great Deliverer who will bless them
will be compesed of Messiah, the
Head, and the Church, his Body—com-
posed of overcomers, some of whom
once were Jews and some of whom
once were Gentiles. This great Deliv-,
erer who comes out of Zion is the!
gpiritual Son of Zion, the Messiah, the
King, the Royal Priest, the Judge, the
Mediator of the New Covenant. The
first blessings of his Millennial King-
dom wjll be upon natural Israel, from
whom the Kingdom was taken away,
and to whom the earthly phase of the
Kingdom will be restored in the hands
of the Anclent Worthies, who will be
the earthly representatives of the heav-
enly Kingdom. The Kingdom itself
will be invisible to men, but its earth-
Iy representatives will be seen and
known to all mankind; as it is written,
“Ye shall see Abraham, and Isaac, and
Jacob, and all the Prophets, in the
Kingdom of God” (Luke xiil, 28).

He Must Reign Until—
. The object of our Lord’s reign is

a:stinctly sot forth in jhe Scriptures.
Also its length of duration. He is to
bind Satan, “the prince of this world,”
to overthrow entirely his dominion of
gin, ignorance,
now control the human family, bought
w®h the precious blood. His Kingdom
will cause the knowledge of the Lord
Jehovah to fill the whole earth, that
every creature may receive a blessing
through that knowledge, = °

We are distinctly told that this Mil-
lennial Kingdom will not last forever,
but for a definite period of time—for
a thousand years. The Scriptures
clearly iIntimate that the work of
havoe caused by the reign of Sin and
Death during six.thousand years—from
Adam to the second coming of Christ
—will be fully offset by the one thou-
sand years’ reign of the Kingdom of
Righteousness. How stimulating the
thought! How it must thrill the hearts
of all who love God and their fellow-
men, all who grieve to see the Divine
will and standards violated, all who
love righteousness and hate iniquity,
and realizing that the dying, and the
crying, and the degradation, and the
sin, which prevail throughout the whole
world, are enemies, contrary to the
Lord’s Kingdom.

St. Paul assures us that in due time
God will give this Kingdom to the
Christ—divine power shall be estab-
lished in the Millennial Kingdom, and
at the end of that Millennial reign
Christ will deliver up the Kingdom to
God, even the Father—the entire work
and purpose of the reign being then
fully accomplished. He tells us that
meantime Christ “must reign until he
shall have put down all insubordina-
tion”—everything contrary to the di-
vine will, everything sinful; until he
shall have uplifted mankind out of the
miry clay and the horrible pit of sin
and death.

“This is the thought brought before
us by St. Peter saying, “Times of re-
freshing shall come from the presence
of the Lord, and he shall send Jesus
Christ, which before was preached
unto you, whom the heavens must re-
tain until the times of restitution of all
things which God hath spoken by the
mouth of all his holy prophets since
the world began” (Acts iii, 19-21).
These times of restitution are the
Kingdom times, the times of resur-
rection, the times of human uplifting
from sin and death conditions to life,
and joy, and peace, for all who will re-
eeive the Lord’s favors.upon his terms

superstition, as they '
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THE NOMINAL CHORCH .

The Church and the World walked far apart
On_the changing shores of time; .
The World was singing a giddy song,
And the Church a hymn_ sublime.
“Come, give me your hand,” said the merry Wyrld,
“And walk with me this way”;
But the good Church hid her snowy hands
And solemnly answered ‘“Nay,
1 will. not give you my hand at all,
And I will not walk with you;
Your way is the way that leads to death;
To my Lord I must be true.”

)

“Nay, walk with me but a_little space,”
. Said the World with a kindly air;
‘The road I walk is a pleasant road,
nd the sun shines always there;
Your path is thorny and rough and rude,
But mine is broad and plain;
My way is paved with flowers and dews,
And yours with tears and pain;
The sky to me is always blue,
No want, no toil I know;
The sky above you is always dark,
Your lot is a lot of woe;
The way you walk is a narrow way,
But mine is amply wide.”

*“Your house is too plain,” said the proud ol
“I’ll build you one like mine; P d World,

Carpets of Brussels and curtains of lace,
And furniture ever so fine.”

So_he built her a costly and beautiful house;
Most splendid it was to behold;
er sons and her beautiful daughters dwelt there
Gleaming in purple and gold;

Rich fairs and shows in the halls were held,
And the World. and his children were there.

Laughter and music and feasting were heard
In the place that was meant for prayer.

There were cushioned pews for the rich and gay,
To it in their pomp and pride;

While the poor, who were clad in shabby array,
But seldom came inside.

“You give too much to the poor,” said the World,
Far more than you ought to’do;
If they are_in need of shelter and food,
Why need it trouble you?
Go. take your money and buy rich robes, ‘
Buy horses and carriages fine, !
Bug pearls and jewels and dainty food;
uy.the rarest and costliest wines
My children dote on_all these things,
YAnd lft 3;1011 the}i]r Ioge wog!d vlsl:n B
ou must do as they do, and walk in the -]
That they are walking in.” way

Then the Church held fast the strings of her purse,
nd modestly lowered her head,

And simpered, “Np doubt you are right, sir;
Henceforth T will do as you’ve said.”

Then the sons of the World and the sons of the Church
Walked closely, hand and heart,

And only the Master, who knoweth all,
Could tell the two apart.

T]'ﬁ?" the Church sat down at her ease and said,
1 am rich and my goods are increased,
I have need of nothing or aught to do,

But to_laugh, and dance, and feast.” {
‘The sly World heard, and he laughed in his sleeve, i
. And _mocking said aside— i

The Church is fallen, the beautiful Church,

And her shame is her boast and pride.”

The angel drew near to the mercy-seat,
And whispered in sighs her name,
Then the loud anthems of rapture were hushed,
.. And heads were covered with shame.
‘And a voice was keard at last by the Church
. From Him who sat on the Throne,
I‘ know thy works, and how thou hast said,
T am rich’; and hast not known
‘That thou art naked, poor and blind,
And wretched before my faee;
Therefore, from my presence, I cast thee cut,
And blot thy mame from its place.”
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THIS 1S NOT AN ADVERTISEMENT, BUT AN EDITORIAL

ES IN THE SCRIPTURES”

#MY PEOPLE PERISH FOR LACK OF KNOWLEDGE,” SAITH THE LORD.
INFIDELITY, HIGHER CRITICISM, ETC., ARE DESTROYING FAITH:

BECAUSE THE BIBLE IS MISUNDERSTOOD; BECAUSE “THE FOG or
THE DARK AGES” STILL BECLOUDS our MENTAL VISION

DI

"SANCTIFY THEM THROUGH THY TRUTH *

THis PuUBLICATION, SEekING To UpHoLD GobD's WoRrp AT Any CosT,
SEEKS To SHED ABROAD THE LiGHT oF THE KNOWLEDGE OF
THE GLORY oF GoD, AS IT SHINES IN THE FACE oF
JEsus CHRIsT Our LogD”

1t is not sufficlent that we go back a few centuries for the true light on God’s Word.
Jesus and the Apostles and the Prophets.

; Their teachings were quickly lost in the great falling away foretold, and only of late
have we the Bible-Study Helps tiecessary to our full enlightenment.

These are God’s gifts at the opening of the New Epoch called
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We must go clear back to the words of

the Millennium. The electric light and other wonderful blessings of our day are from the same * Giver of all good.”

We commend to the thousands of our readers the careful study of the Six Series of “‘Studies in the Scviptures.’”” Many of you
must already have them in your homes, for over three millions of the first series is announced by the publishers, THE BiBLE AND
TRACT SOCIETY OF BROOKLYN TABERNACLE, Brooklyn, N. Y.

We urge that you read these STUDIES, yea that you study them, if you would have the greatest blessing imaginab1e>by a
Christian in the present life, Never mind the fact that some dear Christian people speak evil of this work as many spoke evil of
our Master and his words. They are prejudiced, blinded, like Saul of Tarsus of old. In ignorance they oppose, not having read.
Hearken to the words of C. T. SmiTH of 7/e Atlanta Constitution, which we heartily endorse:—

TIJCR- b= UNOE =T~ B3I}

v It is impossible to read this book without loving the writer and
pondering his wonderful solution of the great mysteries that have

. ®This wonderful book makes no assertions that are not well sus-
tained by the Scriptures. It is built up stone by stone, and upon every

’!!i stone is the text, _and it pecc_)mes a pyramid of God’slove and mercy and troubled us all our lives. There is hardly a family to be found that
AN wisdom. There is nothing in the Bible that the author denies or doubts, || has not lost some loved one who died outside the church—outside the
i® but there are many texts that he throws a flood of light upon that seem || plan of salvation, and, if Calvinism be true, outside of all hope and

to uncover its meaning.

L

inside of eternal torment and despair.”
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