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HOPE FOR TITANIC DEAD.
From Pastor Russell’s Sermon of April 28.

While we weep with the survivors of
the Titanic disaster, let us thank Ged
that a better understanding of the Bible
enables us to sorrow not hopelessly. Not
long ago, misguided by our creeds of the
Dark Ages, we would have asked, Were
any of the 1,600 who perished saints?
And assured that very few of them would
have claimed to be saints, we would Love
concluded that all the remainder plunged
down to a Catholic Purgatory of terror,
or worse, to a Protestant hell of eternal
torture.

Even the tales of their great gallantry
and heroism would not have altered the
decision, which would have hung on the
question. Did they confess Jesus in word
and deed? we would have asked. Were
they church members? This is the same
argument used respecting the 90,000
heathen who die every day in the year,
“going down into Christless graves,’”
the ‘London Missionary Society’’ truly
says, but means, and is understood to
mean, into Christless eternal torture!

Now, how different! Now we see that
a faithful, elect Church is being selected
during this Age; that in the next Age
they with Jesus may assist, bless, uplift
all the non-elect to an earthly salvation
to human perfection, in the new Para-
dise—earth—which Messiah’s. Kingdom
will usher in. Thus, only the wiifull
wicked will ever be annihilated, while all
those who then shall prove themselves to
be willing and obedient shall have the
Divine favor and everlasting life. God’s
Power is Infinite, so is His Love, His
mercy, His goodness!

PHILIPPINE ISLANDS.
Under American vs. Spanish Rule.

From a letter recently received we
quote the following interesting extract:
“Nowhere were we more surprised than
in the Philippines. At Manila, a city of
200,000, we saw many evidences of prog-
ress. Our hearts burned with patriotic
flame as we saw the work in progress,
and perceived that the Government of the
United States has been dealing so wisely
and generously with the Filipinos—as an
elder brother with a younger.

“For centuries these islands were under
the control of Spain. With the money
brought to them by the poor people, the
representatives of the Catholic Church
had not only lived in luxury, but had
amassed millions of wealth, We were
told that they ncw hold title to 95 per
cent.. of the buildings in the walled city
of Manila. One of these buildings they rent
to the United States for $400 a month.

“Gradually the people “re becoming
awakened and enlightened. They are
showing a great hunger for education,
The schools are crowded. Four hundred
new school buildings are projected. The
800 American school teachers whom the
Government brought here are now sup-
planted by 6,000 native school teachers.
The work of civilization is progressing in
an unprecedented manner. How happy
this contrast with the condition of the
colonies of other nations, which seem to
be run on the exploit system—for the en-
richment of the possessing governments
and private individuals whom they favor.

“Our American school teachers here,
as at home, are not permitted to give
any religious instructions. In other
words, the work of the Government is
merely a civilizing one, but the work
accomplished in this respect seems not
very different from that being accom-
plished by the various missionary enter-
prises of the Orient—for they all confess
that to put religion prominently before
the pupils would be to destroy influence
and empty the schools.

“On the whole, it seems to us that our
Government is doing the most successful
missionary work to be found anywhere.
We were much surprised and pleased at
the personnel of the officers and soldiers
stationed at Manila, whom we met. We
would have been glad to have found
them saintly Christians, but, on the other
hand, we rejoiced that we did find them
broad-minded. gentlemen, sympathetic
with the civilizing work with which they
are associated. To our surprise, we found
that all this vast enterprise is being con-
ducted along business lines—that the Fil-
ipinos themselves are bearing the ex-
pense—all expenses except those of the
Army and Navy.

“1t was proposed recently to erect a
Y. M. C. A. building for the Filipinos,
and a. subscription paper was started.
The Catholic Archbishop heard of it, and
denounced it freely in the newspapers and
by circular letters sent about. But in-
stead of this stopping the subscriptions,
it had the reverse effect. The proposed
480,000 was oversubscribed—$100,000 was
raised. The Archbishop now threatens
tnat he will build a competitive institu-
tiorn, and the answer of the people (Cath-
olics) is that they hope he will do so.”

The following articles are selected from Pastor Russell’s famous volume,
uages, with a circulation of almost four million copies. T
embossed, will be sent postpaid to any address on receipt of 35 cents.
if desired, in our care.—Editor.
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THE EXISTENCE OF A SUPREME INTELLIGENT
CREATOR ESTABLISHED

EVIDENCES ASIDE FROM THE BIBLE, EXAMINED IN THE LIGHT OF REASON.—AN UNTENABLE THEORY.—
CHARACTER OF GOD DEMONSTRATED.—REASONABLE DEDUCTIONS.

A REASONABLE THEORY.—THE

EVEN from the standpoint of the skep-
tic, a reasonable and candid search
into the unknown, by the light of what
is known, will guide the unbiased, in-
telligent reasoner in the direction of the
Truth. Yet it is evident that without a
direct revelation of the Plans and pur-
poses of God, men could only approxi-
mate the Truth, and arrive at indefinite
conclusions. But let us for the moment
lay aside the Bible and look at things
from the standpoint of reason alone.
He who can look into the sky with a
telescope, or even with his natural eye
alone, and see there the immensity of
creation, its symmetry, beauty, order,
harmony and diversity, and yet doubt
that the Creator of these is vastly his
superior both in wisdom and power, or
who can suppose for a moment that such
order came by chance, without a Crea-
tor, has so far lost or ignored the faculty
of reasen 28 to be properly considered
what the Bible terms him, a fool (one
who ignores or lacks reason): “The fool
hath said in his heart, There is no God.”
However it happened, at least that much
of the Bible is true, as every reasonable
mind must conclude; for it is a self-evi-

‘dent truth that effects must be produced’

by competent causes.
every flower, even,
testimony on_this subject. Intricate in
construction, exquisitely beautiful 1in
form and texture, each speaks of a wis-
dom and skill above the human. How
short-sighted the absurdity which boasts
of human skill and ingenuity, and at-
tributes to mere chance the regularity,
uniformity and harmony of nature;
which acknowledges the laws of nature,
while denying that nature has an in-
telligent Lawgiver.

The Evolution Theory Lacks Proof.

Some who deny the existence of an in-
telligent Creator claim that nature is
the only God, and that from nature all
forms of animal and vegetable develop-
ment proceeded without the ordering of
intelligence, but governed, they say, by
“the law of the survival of the fittest”
in a process of evolution.

This theory lacks proof, for all about
us we see that the various creatures are
of fixed natures which do not evolve
to higher natures; and though those
who hold to this theory have made re-
peated endeavors, they have never suc-
ceeded either in blending different species
or in producing a new, fixed variety. No
instance is known where one kind has
changed to another kind.* Though there
are fish that can use their fins for a
moment as wings, and fly out of the
water, and frogs that can sing, they have
never been known to change intc birds;
and though there are among brutes some
which bear a slight resemblance to men,
the evidence is wholly lacking that man
was evolved from such creatures. On the
contrary, investigations prove that though
different varieties of the same species
may be produced, it is impossible to blend
the various species, or for one to evolve
from another. For the same reason the
donkey and the horse, though resembling
each other, cannot be claimed as re-
lated, for it is well known that their
offspring is imperfect and cannot prop-
agate their species. .

Surely if unintelligent nature were the
creator or evolver she would continue
the process, and there would be no such
thing as fixed species, since without in-
telligence nothing would arrive at fixed
conditions. Evolution would be a fact
today, and we would see about us fish
becoming birds, and monkeys hecoming
men. This theory we conclude to be as
contrary to human reason as to the
Bible, when it claims that intelligent be-

Every plant and

*For the benefit of some readers we
remark that changes such as the trans-
formation of caterpillars into butterflies
are not changes of nature; the cater-
pillar ‘is but the larva hatched from the
butterfly’s egs.

speaks volumes of’

ings were created by a power lacking
intelligence.

Behind Nature Is the Omnlipotent God.

One theory regarding the creation (ex-
cepting man) by a process of evolution,
to which we see no .serious objection,
we briefly state as follows: It assumes
that the various species of the present
are fixed' and unchangeable so far as
nature or kind is concerned, and though
present natures may be developed to a
much higher standard, even to perfec-
tion, these species or natures will for-
ever be the same.

This theory further assumes that none
of these fixed species were originally cre-
ated so, but that in the remote past
they were developed from the earth, and
by gradual processes of evolution from
one form to another. These evolutions,
under Divinely established laws, in which
changes of food and climate played an
important part, may have continued until
the fixed species, as at present seen,
were established, beyond which change
is impossible, the ultimate purpose of
the Creator in this respect, to all ap-
pearance, having been reached.

‘Though each of the various families of
plants and animals is capable of im-
provement or of degradation, none of
them is susceptible of change into, nor
can they be produced from, other
families or kinds. Though each of these
may attain to the perfection of its own
fixed nature, the Creator’s design as to
nature having been attained, further
change in this respect is impossible.

It is claimed that the original plants
and animals, from which present fixed
varieties came, became extinct before
the creation of man. Skeletons and
fossils of animals and plants which do
not now exist, found deep below the
earth’s surface, favor this theory. This
view neither ignores nor rejects the Bible
teaching that man was a direct and per-
fect creation, made in the mental and
moral image of his Maker, and not a
development by a process of evolution,
probably common to the remainder of
creation. This view would in no sense
invalidate, but would support, the Bible’s
claim, that nature as it is to-day teaches
that an Intelligent Being ordered it, and
was its first cause. Let human reason
do her best to trace known facts to rea-
sonable and competent causes, giving due
credit to nature’s laws in every case;
but back of all the intricate machinery
of nature is the hand of its great Author,
the intelligent, omnipotent God.

We claim, then, that the existence of
an Intelligent Creator 1is a clearly
demonstrated truth, the proof of which
lies all around us; yea, and within us,
for we are His workmanship, whose
every power of mind and body speaks
of a marvelous skill beyond our compre-
hension. And He is also the Designer
and Creator of what we term nature.
We claim that He ordered and estab-
lished the laws of nature, the beauty
and harmony of whose operation we see
and admire. This One whose wisdom
planned and whose power upholds and

ﬁummmmmmmmmm- %
THE RICH MAN AND LAZARUS

All Christians have wondered re-
specting this parable. When taken
literally it seems unreasonable. Why
should a man suffer torture merely

‘}i because he was rich, well clothed,
and bountifully fed? And why should
another man be carried to glory

| simply because he was sick and poor
and a companion of dogs? In the
clear light now shining, this parable
is luminous and beautiful to such

ﬁ an extent that one is compelled to

laugh at his own foolish misunder-

91 standing of it in the past.

The full explanation of this par-
,ﬁ able is given in another number of §
this paper, which we shall be glad
to send you, free of charge, upon
{ postal-card request. Address, Bible
2 & Tract Society, 17 Hicks St., Brook- K.
1lyn, N. Y ;
%WWWW%
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guides the Universe, whose wisdom and
power so immeasurably transcend our
own, we instinctively worship and adore.

To realize the existence of this Mighty
God is but to dread His Omnipotent
strength, unless we can see Him pos-
sessed of benevolence and goodness cor-
responding to His power. Of this fact
we are also fully assured by the same
evidence which proves His existence,
power and wisdom. Not only are we
forced to the conclusion that there is a
God, and that His power and wisdom
are immeasurably beyond our own, but
we are forced by reason to the conclu=
sion that the grandest thing created is
not superior to its Creator; hence we
must conclude that the greatest mani-
festation of benevolence and justice
among men is inferior in scope to that
of the Creator, even as man’s wisdom
and power are inferior to His. And thus
we have before our mental vision the
character and attributes of the great
Creator. He is wise, just, loving an@
powerful; and the scope of His attributes
is, of ‘necessity, immeasurably wider
than that of His grandest creation.

Divine Power Has Produced Countless
Worids About Us.

But further: having reached this rea-
sonable conclusion relative to the exist-
ence and character of our Creator, let us
inquire, What should we expect of such
a Being? The answer comes, that the
possession of such attributes reasonably
argues their exercise, their use. Geod's
power must be used, and that in hare
mony with His own nature—wisely,
justly and benevolently. Whatever may
be the means to that end, whatever may
be the operation of God’s power, the
final outcome must be consistent with
His nature and character, and every
step must be approved of His infinite
wisdom.

‘What could be more reasonable than
such exercise of power as we see manl«
fested in the creation of countless worlds
about us, and in the wonderful variety
of earth? What could be more reason-
able than the creation of man, endowed
with reason and judgment, capable of
appreciating his Creator’s works, and
judging of His skill—of His wisdom, Jus-
tice, Power and Love? All this is rea-
sonable, and all in perfect accord with
facts known to us.

And now comes our final proposition:
Is it not reasonable to suppose that such
an infinitely wise and good Being, having
made a creature capable of appreciating
Himself and His Plan, would be moved
by His Love and Justice to supply the
wants of that creature’s nature, by giv-
ing him some revelation? Would it
not be a reasonable supposition, that God
would supply to man information con-
cerning the object of his existence, and
His plans for his future. On the con-
trary, we ask, would it not be unreason-
able to suppose that such a Creator
would make such a creature as man, en-
dow him with power of reason reaching
out into the future, and yet make no
revelation of His plans to meet those
longings? Such a course would be un-
reasonable, because contrary to the
character which we reasdnably attribute
to God; contrary to the proper course of
a being controlled by Justice and Love.

Having Given Man Capacity for Appre-
ciation, God Provides Him a -
Revelation.

We may reason that in creating man,
had Divine Wisdom decided it inexpedi-
ent to grant him a knowledge of his
future destiny, and his share in his Crea-
tor’s plans, then surely Divine Justice,
as well as Divine Love, would have
insisted that the being should be so
limited in his capacity that he would
not continually be tormented and peéers
plexed with doubts, and fears, and igno-
rance; and as a consequence Divine
Power would have been used under those
limitations. The fact, then, that man
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nas capacity for appreciating a revela-
tion of the Divine Plan, taken in connec-
tion with the conceded character of his
Creator, is an abundant reason for ex-
pecting that God would grant such a
revelation, in such time and manner as
His Wisdom approved.

So, then, in view of these considera-
tions, even if we were ignorant of the
Bible, reason would lead us to expect

and to be on the lookout for some such
revelation as the Bible claims to be.
And furthermore, noting the order and
harmony of the general creation, as in
grand procession the spheres and sys-
tems keep time and place, we cannot but
conclude that the minor irregularities,
such as earthquakes, cyclones, etc., are
but indications that the working together
of the various elements in this world
is net at present perfect. An assurance

that ail will ultimately be per(ect and
‘harmonious on earth as in the heavens,
with some explanation why it is not so
‘at present, are requests which are not un-
feaspnable for reasoning men to ask, nor
for the Creator, whose Wisdom, Power
‘and.Benevolence are demonstrated, to an-
‘gwer. Hence we should expect the reve-
lation sought to include such an assur-
ance and such an explanation.

God’s Character Perfect In Justice, Wis-
dom, Love and Power.

Having established the reasonableness
of expecting a revelation of God's will
and Plan concerning our race, we will
examine in the next chapter the general
character of the Bible, which claims to
be just such a revelation. And if it
presents the character of God in perfect
harmony with what reason, as above
considered, dictates, we should conclude
that it thus proves itself to be the needed
and reasonably expected revelation from
God, and should then accept its testi-
mony as such. If of God, its teachings,
when fully appreciated, will accord with
His character, which reason assures us is
perfect in Wisdom, Justice, Love and
Power.

“Ye curious minds, who roam abroad,
And trace creation’s wonders o’er,

Confess the footsteps of your God,
And bow before Him, and adore.

“The heavens declare Thy glory, Lord;
In every star Thy wisdom shines;
But when our eyes behold Thy Word,
‘We read Thy name in fairer lines.”

BIBLE AS A DIVINE REVELATION

VIEWED IN THE LIGHT OF REASON.

HE Bible is the torch of civilization
and liberty. Its influence for good
in society has been recognized by the
greatest statesmen, even though they for
the most part have looked at it through
the various glasses of confiicting creeds,
which, while upholding the Bible,
grievously misrepresent its teachings.
The grand old Book is unintentionally
but wofully pmisrepresented by its
friends, many of whom would lay down
life on its behalf; and yet they do it
more vital injury than its foes, by claim-
ing its support to their long-revered
misconceptions of its Truth, received
through the traditions: of their fathers.
‘Would that such would awake, re-ex-
amine their oracle, and put to con-
fusion its enemies by disarming them
of their weapons!

Since the light of nature lea.ds us' to
‘expect a fuller revelation of God than
that which nature supplies, the reason-
able, thinking mind will be prepared
to examine the claims of anything pur-
porting to be a Divine revelation, which
bears a reasonable surface evidence of
the truthfulness of such claims. The
Bible claims to be such a revelation from
God, and it does come to us with suffi-
cient surface evidence as te the probable
correctness of its claims, and gives us a
‘reasonable hope that closer investigation
will disclose more complete and positive
evidence that it is indeed the Word of
God.

The Bible Has Outlived the Storms of
. Thirty Centuries.

The Bible is the oldest book in exist-
ence; it has outlived the storms of thirty
centuries. Men have endeavored by
every means possible to banish it from
the face of the earth; they have hidden
it, buried it, made it a crime punishable
with death to have it in possession, and

" the most bitter and relentless persecu-
tions have been waged against those
who had faith in i, but still the Book
lives. To-day, while many of its foes
slumber in death, and hundreds of
volumes written to discredit it and to
overthrow its influences are long since
forgotten, the Bible has found its way
into every nation and language of earth,
over two hundred different translations
of it having been made. The fact that
this Book has survived so many cen-
turies, notwithstanding such unparalleled
efforts to banish and destroy it, is at
least strong circumstantial evidence that
the great Reing whom it claims as its
Author has also been its Preserver.

It is also true that the moral influence
of the Bible is uniformly good. Those
who become careful students of its pages
are invariably elevated to a purer life.
Other writings upon religion and the
various sciences have done good and
have ennobled and blessed mankind, to
some extent; but all other books com-
bined have railed to bring the joy, peace
and blessing to the groaning creation
that the Bible has brought to both the
rich and the- poor, to the learned and
the unlearned. The Bible is not a bock
to be read merely; it is a book to be
studie”. with care and thought; for God’s
thoughts are higher than our thoughts,
and His ways than our ways. And if
we would comprehend the Plan and
thoughts of the infinite God, we must
bend all our energies to that important
work. The richest treasures of truth do
not always lie on the surface.

This Book throughout constantly
points and refers to one prominent char-
acter, Jesus of Nazaretl, who, it claims,
was the Son of God. From the beginning
to end His name, and office, and work
are made prominent. That a man called

Jesus of Nazareth lived, and was some-
what noted, about the time indicated by
the writers of the Bible, is a fact of his-
tory outside the Bible, and it is variously
and fully corroborated. That this Jesus
was crucified because He had rendered
Himself offensive to the Jews and their
priesthood is a further fact established
by history outside the evidence furnished
by the New Testament writers. The
writers of the New Testament (except
Paul and Luke) were the personal
acquaintances and disciples of Jesus of
Nazareth, whose doctrines their writings
set forth.

The Existence of a Book Implies Motive
on the Part of the Writer.

The existence of any book implies mo-
tive on the part of the writer. We
therefore inquire, What motives could
have inspired these men to espouse the
cause of this person? He was con-
demned to death and crucified as a male-
factor by the Jews, the most religious
among them assenting to and demand-
ing His death, as one unfit to live.
in espousing His cause, and promulgat-
ing His doctrines, these men braved con-
tempt, deprivation and bitter persecu-
tion, risked life itself, and in some cases
even suffered martyrdom.

Admitting that while He lived Jesus
was a remarkable person, in both His
life and His teaching, what motive could
there have been for any to espouse His
cause after He was dead?—especially
when His death was so ignominious?
And if we suppose that these writers in-
vented their narratives, and that Jesus
was their imaginary or ideal hero, how
absurd it would be to suppose that sane
men, after claiming that He was the Son
of God, that He had been begotten in
a supernatural way, had supernatural
powers by which He had healed lepers,
restored sight to those born blind,
caused the deaf to hear, and even awak-
ened the dead—how very absurd to sup-
pose that they would wind up the story
of such a character by stating that a
little band of His enemies executed Him
as a felon, while all His friends and
disciples, and among them the writers
themselves, forsook Him and fled in the
trying moment!

The fact that profane history does not
agree in some respects with these
writers should not lead us to regard
their records as untrue. Those who do
thus conclude should assign and prove
some motive on the part of these writers
for making false statements. What
motives could have prompted them?
Could they reasonably have hoped there-
by for fortune, or fame, or power, or
any earthly advantage? The poverty of
Jesus’ friends, and the unpopularity of
their hero Himself with the great
religionists o Judea, eontradict such a
thought; while the facts that He died
as a malefactor, a disturber of the peace,
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and tnat He was made of no reputation,
held forth no hope of enviable fame or
earthly advantage to those who should
attempt to re-establish His doctrine.

On the contrary, if such had been the
object of these who preached Jesus,
would they not speedily have given it
up when they found that it brought dis-
grace, persecution, imprisonment, stripes
and even death? Reason plainly teaches
that men who sacrificed home, reputa-
tion, honor and life; who lived not for
present gratification; but whose central
aim was to elevate their fellow-men, and
who inculcated morals of the highest
type, were not only possessed of a mo-
tive, but further that their motive must
have been pure and their object grandly
sublime. Reason further declares that
the testimony of such men, actuated only
by pure and good motives, is worthy of
ten times the weight and consideration
of ordinary writers. Nor were these
men fanatics; they were men of sound
and reasonable mind, and furnished in
every case a reason for their faith and
hope; and they were perseveringly faith-
ful to those reasonable convictions.

What Astonishes Those Who Presume
the Bible to Be a Manufactured
History.

And what we have here nhoticed is like-
wise applicable to the various writers of
the Old Testament. They were, in the
main, men notable for their fidelity to
the Lord; and this history as impartially
records and reproves their weaknesses
and shortcomings as it commends their
virtues and faithfulness. This must
astonish those who presume the Bible
to be a manufactured history, designed
to awe men into reverence of a religious
system. There is a straightforwardness
about the Bible that stamps it as Truth.
Knaves, desirous of representing a man
as great, and especially if desirous of
presenting some of his writings as in-
spired of God, would undoubtedly paint
such a one’s character blameless and
noble to the last degree. The fact that
such a course has not been pursued in
the Bible is reasonable evidence that it
was not fraudulently gotten up to de-
ceive,

Having, then, reason to expect a
revelation of God’s will and Plan, and
having found that the Bible, which

claims to be that revelation, was written
by men whose motives we see nq reason
to impugn, but which, on the contrary,
we see reason to approve, let us examine
the character of the writings claimed as
inspired, to see whether their teachings
correspond with the character we have
reasonably imputed to God, and whether
they bear internal evidence of their
truthfulness. ’

The first five books of the New Testa-
ment and several of the Old Testament
are narratives or histories of facts
known to the writers and vouched for
by their characters. It is manifest to
all that it did not require a special
revelation simply to tell the truth with
reference to matters with which they
were intimately and fully acquainted.
Yet, since God desired to make a revela-
tion to men, the fact that these histories
of passing events have a bearing on that
revelation would be a sufficient ground
to make the inference a reasonable one,
that God would supervise, and so ar-
range, that the honest writer whom He
selected for the work should be brought
in contact with the needful facts. The
credibiiity of these historic portions of
the Bible rests almost entirely upon the
characters and motives of their writers.
Good men will not utter falsehoods. A
pure fountain will not give forth bitter
waters. And the united testimony of
these writings silences any suspicion
that their authors would say or do evil,
that good might follow.

Reason for Recording Certain Facts of
History Considered Indelicate.

It in ne way invalidates the truthful-
ness of certain books of the Bible, such
as Kings, Chronicles, Judges, etc., when
we say that they are simply truthful and
carefully kept histories of prominent
events and persons of their times. When
it is remembered that the Hebrew
Scriptures contain history, as well as the
Law and the prophecies, and that their
histories, genealogies, etc., were ‘the
more explicit in detailing circumstances
because of the expectancy that the
promised Messiah would come in a partic-
ular line from Abraham, we see a reason
for the recording of certain facts of his-
tory considered indelicate in the light of
this twentieth century.

For instance, a clear record of the
origin of the nations of the Moabites and
of the Ammonites, and of their relation-
ship to Abraham and the Israelites, wag
probably the necessity in the historian’s
mind for a full history of their nativity.
(Gen. 19:36-38.) Likewise, a very de-
tailed account of Judah’s children is
given, of whom came David, the king,
through whom the genealogy of Mary,
Jesus’ mother, as well as that of Joseph,
her husband (Luke 3:23, 31, 33, 34; Matt.
1:2-16), 1is traced back to Abraham.
Doubtless the necessity of thoroughly
establishing the pedigree was the more
important, since of this tribe (Gen. 49:10)
was to come the ruling King of Israel. as
well as the promised Messiah, and hence
the minutize of detail not given in other
instances.—Gen. 38.

There may be similar or different rea-

sons for other historic facts recorded in
the Bible, of which by and by we m2y
see the utility, which, were it not a
history, but simply a treatise on morals,
might without detriment be omitted;
though no one can reasonably say that
the Bible anywhere countenances im-
purity. It is well, furthermore, to _re-
member that the same facts may be
more or less delicately stated in any lan-
guage; and that while the translators of
the Bible were, rightly, too conscientious
to omit any of the record, yet they lived
in a day less particular in the choice of
refined expressions than ours; and the
same may be surmised of the early Bible
times and habits of expression. Cer-
tainly the most fastidious can find no ob-
jection on this score to any expression of
the New Testament.

The Books of Moses and the Laws
Therein Promulgated.

The first five books of the Bible are
known as the Five Books of Moses,
though they nowhere mention his name
ag thelr author. That they were written
by Moses, or under his supervision, is a
reasonable inference; the account of his
death and burial being properly added
by his secretary. The omission of the
positive statement that these books were
written by Moses is no proof against the
thought; for had another written them
to deceive and commit a fraud, he
would surely have claimed that they
were written by the great leader and
statesman of Israel, in order to make
good his imposition.—See Deut. 31:9-27.

Of one thing we are certain, Moses did
lead out of Egypt the Hebrew nation.
He did organize them as a nation under
the laws set forth in these books; and
the Hebrew nation, by common consent,
for over three thousand years, has
claimed these books as a gift to them
from Moses, and has held them so
sacred that a jot or tittle must not be
altered—thus giving assurance of the
purity of the text.

These writings of Moses contain the
only credible history extant of the epoch
which it traverses. Chinese history af-
fects to begin at creation, . telling how
God went out on the water in a skiff,
and, taking in His hand a lump of earth,
cast it into the water. That lump of
earth, it claims, became this world, etc.
But the entire story is so devoid of
reason that the merest child of intelli-
gence would not be deceived by it. On
the contrary, the account given in Gene-
sis starts with the reasonable assump-
tion that a God, a Creator, an intelligent
First Cause, already existed. It treats
not of God’s having a beginning, but of
His work and or its beginning and its
systematic, orderly progress—‘In the
beginning God created the heavens and
the earth.”

Then, stepping over the origin of the
earth without detail or explanation, the
narrative of the six days [epochs] of pre-
paring it for man proceeds. That ac-
count is substantially corroborated by
the accumulating light of science for four
thousand years; hence it is far more
reasonable to accept the claim that its
author, Moses, was Divinely inspired,
than to assume that the intelligence of
one man was superior to the combined
intelligence and research of the rest of
the race in three thousand years since,
aided by modern implements and millions
of money.

Look next at the system of laws laid
down in these writings. They certainly
were without an equal, either in their
day or since, until this twentieth cen-
tury; and the laws of this century are
based upon the principles laid down in
the Mosaic Law, and framed in the main
by men who acknowledge the Mosaic
Law as of Divine origin.

The Ten Commandments é Brief Synop-
sis of the Whole Law.

The Decalogue is a brief synopsis of
the whole Law. Those Ten Command-
ments enjoin a code of worship and
morals that must strike every student
as remarkable; and if never before
known, and now found among the ruins
and relics of Greece, or Rome, or
Babylon (nations which have risen and
fallen again, long since those laws were
given), they would be regarded as mar-
velous if not supernatural. But familiar-
ity with them and their claims has be-
gotten measurable indifferenece, so that
their real greatness is unnoticed except
by the few. True, those command-
ments do not teach of Christ; but they
were given, not to Christians, but to
Hebrews; not to teach faith in a Ran-
som, but to convince men of their sinful
state; and need of a Ransom. And the
substance of those commandments was
grandly epitomized by the illustrious
founder of Christianity, in the words,
“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with
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all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and
with all thy mind, and with all thy
strength;”” and ‘“Theu shalt love thy
neighbor as thyself.””—Mark 12:30, 31.

The government instituted by Moses
differed from all others, ancient and
modern, in that it claimed to be that of
the Creator Himself, and the people were
held accountable to Him; their laws and
institutions, civil and religious, claimed
to emanate from God, and, as we shall
presently see, were in perfect harmony
with what reason teaches us to be God’s
character. The Tabernacle, in the cen-
tre of the camp, had in its ‘“Most IToly”
apartment a manifestation of Jehovah’s
presence as their King, whence by super-
natural means they received instruction
for the proper administration of their

" affairs as a nation. An order of priests
was established, which had complete
charge of the T=bernacle, and through
them alone access and communion with
Jehovah was permitted.

The first thought of some in this con-
nection would perhaps be, ‘“Ah! there we
have the object of their organization;
with them,. as with other nations, the
priests ruled the people, imposing upon
their credulity and exciting their fears
for their own honor and profit.”” But
hold, friend; let us not too hastily as-
sume anything. Where there is such
good opportunity for testing this matter
by the facts, it would not be reasonable
to jump to conclusions with 1t the facts.
The unanswerable evidences are con-
_trary to such suppositions. The rights
and the privileges of the priests were
limited; they were given no civil power
whatever, and wholly lacked opportunity
for using their office to impose upon the
rights or conmnsciences of the people; and
this arrangement was made by Moses, a
member of the priestly line.

israel’s Government Different from Any
Before or Since.

As God’s representative in bringing
Israel out of Egyptian bondage, the force
of circumstances had centralized the
government in his hand, and made the
meek Moses an autocrat in power and
authority, though from the meekness of
his disposition he was in fact the over-
worked servant of the people, whose very
life was being exhausted by the onerous
cares of his position. At this juncture a
<ivil government was established, which
was virtually a democracy. Let us not
be misunderstood; regarded as unbeliev-
ers would esteem it, Israel’s government
was a democracy, but regarded in the
light of its own claims, it was a The-
ocracy, i.e., a Divine Government; for the
laws given by God, through Moses, per-
mitted of no amendments; they must
neither add to nor take from their code
of laws. Thus seen, Israel’s government
was different from any other civil gov-
ernment, either before or since.

“The Lord said unto Moses, Gather
unto Me seveniy men of the elders of
Israel, whom thou knowest te be elders
-of the people and officers over them; and
bring them unto the Tabernacle of the
congregation, that they may stand there
with thee. And I will come down and
talk with thee there, and I will take of
the spirit which is upon thee and will
put it upon them, and they shall bear the
burden of the people with thee, that thou
bear it not alone.” (Num. 11:16, 17. See
also verses 24 to 30 for an example of
true and guileless statesmanship and
meekness.) Moses, rehearsing this mat-
ter, says, “So I took the chief of your
tribes, wise men, and known [of influ-
ence}l, and made them heads over you;
captains over thousands, and -captains
over hundreds, and captains over fifties,
and captains over tens, and officers
among your tribes.”—Deut. 1:15; Exod.
18:13-26.

History of Other Nations Shows No
Equal to Israel’s.

Thus it appears that this distinguished
lawgiver, so far from seeking to perpetu-
ate or increase his cwn power by placing
the government of the people under the
control of his direct relatives, of the
priestly tribe, to use their religious au-
thority to fetter the rights and liberties of
the people, on the contrary, introduced to
the people a form of government calcu-
lated to cultivate the spirit of liberty.
The histories of other nations and rulers
show no parallel to this. In every case
the ruler has sought his own aggrandize-
ment and greater power. Even in in-
stances where such have aided in estab-
lishing republics, it has appeared from
subsequent events that they did it
through policy, to obtain favor with the
people, and to perpetuate their own
power.

Circumstanced as Moses was, any am-
bitious man, governed by policy and at.
tempting to perpetuate a fraud upon the
people, would have worked for greater
centralization of power in himself and
his family; especially as this would have
seemed an easy task from the religious
authority being already in that tribe, and
from the claim of this nation to be gov-
erned by God, from the Tabernacle. Nor
is it supposable that a man capable of
forming such laws, and of ruling such a
people, would be so dull of comprehen-
sion as not to see what the tendency of
his course would be. So completely was
the government of the people put into
their own hands, that though it was
stipulated that the weightier cases which
those governors could not decide were to

be brought unto Moses, yet they them-
selves were the judges as to what cases
went before Moses—‘‘The cause which is
too hard for you, bring it unto me, and I
will hear it.”’—Deut. 1:17. i

Thus seen, Israel was a republic whose
officers acted under a Divine commission.
And to the confusion of those who igno-
rantly claim that the Bible sanctions an
established empire rule over the people,
instead of ‘‘a government of the people by
the people,” be it noted that this republi-
can form of civil government continued
for over four hundred years. And it was
then changed for that of a kingdom at
the request of ‘“The Elders,” without the
Lord’s approval, who said to Samuel,
then acting as a sort of informal presi-
dent, “Hearken unto the voice of the
people in all that they shall say unto
thee, for they have not rejected thee, but
they have rejected Me, that I should not
reign over them.”

At God’s instance Samuel explained to
the people how their rights and liberties
would be disregarded, and how they
would become servants by such a change;
vet they had become infatuated with the
popular idea, illustrated all around them
in other nations. (1 Sam. 8:6-22.) In
considering this account of their desire
for a king, who is not impressed with
the thought that Moses could have firmly
established himself at the head of a great
empire without difficulty?

‘While Israel as a whole constituted one
nation, yet the tribal division was ever
recognized after Jacob’s death. Each
family, or tribe, by common consent,
elected or recognized certain members as
its representatives, or chiefs. This cus-
tom was continued even through their
long slavery in Egypt. These were called
chiefs or elders, and it was to these that
Moses delivered the honor and power of
civil government; whereas, had he de-
sired to centralize power in himself and
his o n family, these would have been
the last men to honor with _power and
office.

The instructions given those appointed
to civil rulership as from God are a
model of simplicity and purity. Moses
declares to the people, in the hearing of
these judges, “I charged your judges at
that time, saying, Hear the causes be-
tween your brethren, and judge right-
eously between every man and his
brother, and the stranger [foreigner]
that is with him. Ye shall not respect
persons in judgment; but ye shall hear
the small as well as the great; ye shall
not be afraid of the face of man, for the
judgment is God’s; and the cause that is
too hard for you, bring it unto me, and
I will hear it.” (Deut. 1:16, 17.) Such
hard cases were, after Moses’ death,
brought directly to the Lord through the
High Priest, the answer being Yes or No,
by the Urim and Thummim.

In view of these facts, what ghall we
say of the theory which suggests that
these books were written by knavish
priests to secure to themselves influence
and power over the people? Would such
men for such a purpose forge records de-
structive to the very aims they sought
to advance—records which prove con-
clusively that the great Chief of Israel,
and one of their own tribe, at the in-
stance of God, cut off the priesthood
from civil power by placing that power
in the hands of the people? Does any
ore consider such a conclusion reason-
able?

Moses’ Law Provided for a Restitution of
Property Every Fiftieth Year.

Again, it is worthy of note that the
laws of the most advanced civilization,
in this twentieth century, do not more
carefully provide that rich and poor shall
stand on a common level in accountabil-
ity before the civil law. Absolutely no
distinction was made by Moses’ Law.
And as for the protection of the people
from the dangers incident to some be-
coming very poor and others excessively
wealthy and powerful, no other national
law has ever been enacted which so care-
fully guarded this point. Moses’ Law
provided for a restitution every fiftieth
year—their Jutilee year. This law, by
preventing the absolute alienation of
property, thereby prevented its accumu-
lation in the hands of a few. (Lev. 25:9,
13-23, 27-30.) In fact, they were taught
to consider themselves brethren, and to
act accordingly; to assist each other
without compensation, and to take no
usury of one another.—See Exod. 22:25;
Lev. 25:36; Num. 26:52-56.

All the Laws were made publie, thus
preventing designing men from success-
fully tampering with the rights of the
people. The Laws were exposed in such
a manner that any one who chose might
copy them; and, in order that the poorest
and most unlearned might not be igno-
rant of them, it was made the duty of
the priests to read them to the people at
their septennial festivals. (Deut. 31:10-
13.) Is it reasonable to suppose that
such laws and arrangements were de-
signed by bad men, or by men scheming
to defraud the people of their liberties
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and happiness? Such an assumption
would be unreasonable.

In its regard for the rights and inter-
ests of foreigners and of enemies, the
Mosaic Law was thirty-two centuries
ahead of its times—if indeed the laws of
the most civilized of to-day equal it in
fairness and benevolence. We read:

‘“Ye shali have one manner of Law as
well for the stranger [foreigner] as for
one of your own country; for I am the
Lord your God.”—Exod. 12:49; Lev. 24:22.

“And if a stranger sojourn with thee
in your land, ye shall not vex him; but
the stranger that dwelleth with you shall
be unto you as one born among you; and
thou shalt love him as thyself, for ye
were strangers in the land of Egyvpt.”’—
Lev. 19:33, 34.

“If thou meet thine enemy’s ox or his
ass going astray, thou shalt surely bring
it back to him again. If thou see the
ass of him that hateth thee lying under
his burden, wouldst thou cease to leave
thy business and help him? Thou shalt
surely leave it, to join with [assist]
him.””—Exod. 23:4, 5, margin.

Even the dumb animals were not for-
gotten. Cruelty to these as well as to
human beings was prohibited strictly.
An ox must not be muzzled while thresh-
ing the grain, for the good reason that
any laborer is worthy of his food. Even
the ox and the ass must not plow to-
gether, because so unequal in strength
and tread; it would be cruelty. Their
rest was also provided for.—Deut. 25:4;
22:10; Exod. 28:12.

The priesthood may be claimed by
some to have heen a selfish institution,
because the tribe of I.evi was sup-
ported by the annual tenth, or tithe, of
the individual produce of their brethren
of the other tribes. This fact, stated
thus, is an unfair presentation too com-
mon to skeptics, who, possibly ignorant-
ly, thereby misrepresent one of the most
remarkable evidences of God’s part in the
organization of that system; and that it
was not the work of a selfish and schem-
ing priesthood. Indeed, it is not infre-
quently misrepresented by a modern
priesthood, which urges a similar system
now, using that as a precedent, without
mentioning the conditions upon which it
was founded, or its method of payment.

It was, in fact, founded upon the
strictest -equity.. When Israel came into
possession of the land of Canaan, the
Levites certainly had as much right to
a share of the land as -the other tribes;
vet, by God’s express command, they got
none - of  it, except certain cities or vil-
lages for residence, scattered among the
various tribes, whom they were to serve
in religious things. Nine times is this
prohibition given, before the division of
the land. Instead of the land, some
equivalent should surely be provided
them, and the tithe was therefore this
reasonable and just provision. Nor is
this all. The tithe, though, as we have
seen, a just debt, was not enforced as
a tax, but was to be paid as a voluntary
contribution. And no threat bound them
to make those contributions; all de-
pended wupon their conscientiousness.
The only exhortations to the people on
the subject are as follows:

“Take heed toethyself that thou for-
sake not the Levite as long as thou
livest upon the eargth.” (Deut. 12:19.)
‘“And the Levite that is within thy gates,
thou shalt not forsake him; for he hath
no part nor inheritance with thee’” [in
the landl].—Deut. 14:27.

God Was the Author of the Jewish Laws.

Is it, we ask, reasonable to suppose
that this order of things would have
been thus arranged by selfish and ambi-
tious priests?—an arrangement to disin-
herit themselves and to make them de
pendent for support upon their brethren
Does not reason teach us to the contrary?

In harmony with this, and equally in-
explicable on any other grounds than
those claimed—that God is the author of
those laws—is the fact that no special
provision was made for honoring the.
priesthood. In nothing would impostors
be more careful than to provide rever-
ence and respect for themselves, and
severest penalties and curses upon those
who misused them. But nothing of the
kind appears; no special honor, or rever-
ence, or immunity from violence or in-
sult, is provided.

The common Law, which made no dis-
tinction between classes, and was no
respecter of persons, was their only pro-
tection. This is the more remarkable be-
cause the treatment of servants, ané
strangers, and the aged, was the subject
of special legislation. For instance, Thou
shalt not vex nor oppress a stranger, or
widow, or fatherless child; for if they
cry at all unto Me [to God} I will surely
hear their cr¥; and My wrath shall wax
hot, and I will kill you with the sword,
and your wives shall be widows and your
children fatherless. (Exod. 22:21-24;
23:9; Lev. 18:33, 34.) “Thou shalt not
ovpress an hired servant that is poor and
needy, whether he be of thy brethren, or
of strangers that are in thy land, within
thy gates. At his day thou shalt give

him his hire, neither shall the sun go
down upon it, for he is poor, and setteth
his heart upon it, lest he cry against thee
unto the Lord and it be sin unto thee.”
(Lev. 19:13; Deut. 24:14, 15; Exod. 21:26,
27.) *“Thou shalt rise up before the
hoary head and honor the face of the old
man.” (Lev. 19:32. See also Lev. 19:14.)
All this, yet nothing special for Pricsts,
or Levites, or their tithes.

The Laws Were a Marvelous Arrange-
ment of Wiscom and Justice.

The sanitary arrangements of the Law,
so needful to a poor and long-oppressed
people, together with the arrangements
and limitations respecting clean and un-
clean animals which might or might not
be eaten, are remarkable, and would,
with other features, be of interest if
space permitted their examination, as
showing that Law to have been abreast
with, if not in advance of, the latest con-
clusions of medical science on the sub-
ject. The Law of Moses had also a
typical character, which we must leave
for future consideration; but even our
hasty glance has furnished overwhelming
evidence that this Law, which consti-
tutes the very framework of the entire
system of revealed religion, which the
remainder of the Bible elaborates, is
truly a marvelous display of wisdom and
Jjustice, especially when its date is taken
into consideration.

In the light of reason, all must admit
that it bears no evidence of being the
work of wicked, designing men, but that
it corresponds exactly with what nature
teaches to be the character of God. It
gives evidence of His Wisdom, Justice
and Love. And further, the evidently
pious and noble lawgiver, Moses, denies
that the Laws were his own, and at-
tributes them to God.—Exod. 24:12; Deut.
9:9-11; Exod. 26:30; Lev. 1:1.

In view of his general character, and
his commands to the people not to bear
false witness, and to avoid hypocrisy and
lying, is it reasonable to suppose that
such a man bore false witness and
palmed off his own views and laws for
those of God? It should be remembered
also that we are examining the present
copies of the Bible, and that therefore
the integrity for which it is se marked
applies equally to the successors of
Moses; for though bad men were among
those successors, who did seek their own
and not the people’s good, it is evident
that they did not tamper with the Sacred
‘Writings, which are pure to this day.

The Prophets of the Bible.

Glance now at the general character of
the prophets of the Bible and their testi-
monies. A, rather remarkable fact is
that the prophets, with few exceptions,
were not of the priestly class; and that
in their day their prophecies were gen-
erally repugnant to the degenerating and
time-serving priesthood, as well as to the
idolatrously inclined people. The burden
of their messages from God to the people
was generally reproof for sin, coupled
with warnings of coming punishments,
intertwined with which we find occa-
sional promises of future blessings, after
they should be cleansed from sin and
should return to favor with the Lord.
Their experiences, for the most part,
were far from enviable; they were gen-
eraliy reviled, many of them being im-
prisoned and put to violent deaths. (See
1 Kings 18:4, 10, 17, 18; 19:10; Jer. 38:6;
Heb. 11:32-38.) In some instances it was
years after their death before their true
character as God’s prophets was recog-
nized. But we speak thus of the pro-
phetic writers whose utterances claim to
be the direct inspiration of Jehovah.

When it is remembered that these
prophets were mainly laymen, drawing
no support from the tithes of the priestly
tribe; and when, added to this, is the
fact that they were frequently not only
the reprovers of kings and judges, but
also of priests (though they reproved not
the office, but the personal sins of the
men who filled it), it becomes evident
that we could not reasonably decide that
these prophets were parties to any
league of priests, or others, to fabricate
falsehood in the name of God. Reason,
in the light of facts, contradicts such a
suspicion.

If, then, we find no reason to impeach
the motives of the various writers of the
Bible, but find that the spirit of its vari-
ous parts is righteousness and truth, let
us next proceed to inquire whether there
exists any link, or bond of union, be-
tween the records of Moses, those of the
other prophets, and those of the New
Testament writers. If we shall find one
common line of thought interwoven
throughout the Law and the Prophets
and the New Testament writings, which
cover a period of fifteen hundred years,
this, taken in connection with the char-
acter of the writers, will be a goed rea-
son for admitting their claim—that they
are Divinely inspired — particularly if
the theme common to all of them is a
grand and noble one, comporting well
with  what sanctified common sense
teaches regarding the character and at-
tributes of God.

The succeeding chapters of The Divine
Plan of the Ages continue this convinc-
irg presentation to a logical and satis-
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EPOCHS AND DISPENSATIONS

MARKED IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE DIVINE PLAN.

AS psome ignorantly misjudge the skill

and wisdom ef a great architect and
buflder by his unfinished work, so also
many in their ignorance now misjudge
God by His unfinished work; but by and
by, when the rough scaffoiding of evil,
which kas been permitted for man’s dis-
cipline, and which shall finally be over-
" ruled for his geod, has been remeoved,
and the rubbish cleared away, God’s
finlshed woerk will universally declare His
Infinite Wisdom and Power; and His
plans will be seen to be in harmony with
His glorious charaeter.

Fixedness of Jehovah’s Purposes.

Since God tells us that He has a defi-
nitely fixed purpose, and that all His pur-
poses shall be accomplished, it behooves
us, as His children, to inquire diligently
what those plans are, that we may be
found in harmony with them. Notice
how emphatically Jehovah affirms the fix-
edness of His purpose: ‘“Jehovah of hosts
hath sworn, saying, Surely as I have
thought, so shall it come to pass; and as
[ have purposed, so shall it be.” ‘The
Lord of hests hath purposed, and who
shall disannul it?” *I am God, and there
is none else; I am God, and there is none
like Me. . . . My counsel shall stand,
and 1 wlill do all My pleasure. . . .
Yea, I have spoken it, I will also bring
it to pass; I have purposed it, I will also
do it.”” (Isa. 14:24-27; 46:9-11.) There-
fore, hewever haphazard or mysterious
God’s dealings with men may appear,
those whe believe this testimony of His
‘Word must acknowledge that His orig-
inal and unalterable Plan has been, and
still is, progressing systematically to
completion.

‘While the mass of mankind, groping in
the darkness of ignorance, must await
the actual developments of God's Plan
before they can realize the glorious char-
acter of the Divine Architect, it is the
privilege of the child of God to see by
faith and the light of Iiis ‘“lamp’” the
foretold glories of the future, and thereby
to appreciate the otherwise mysterious
dealings of the past and the present.
Therefore, as interested sons of God and
heirs of a promised inheritance, we ap-
ply to our Father’s Word, that we may
understand His purposes from the plans
and specifieations therein given. There
we learn that the Plan of God, with ref-
erence to man, spans three great periods
of time, beginning with man's creation
and reaching into the illimitable future.
8t. Peter and St. Paul designate these
periods ‘‘three worlds,” which we repre-
sent in the following diagram:

GREAT EPOCHS CALLED “WORLDS.

Creation,
The Flood.

THR PRESENT EVIL WORLD,

is because He will be the Prince or Ruler
of the World to come, that in it righteous-
*ness and truth will prosper; while, be-
cause Satan is the prince (ruler) of the
present evil World, evil prospers and the
wicked flourish. It is because, as Jesus
said, ‘“the prince of this World” ‘“hath
nothing in Me’’—and consequently ne in-
terest in His foellowers except to oppose,
tempt, annoy and buffet them  (John
14:30; 2 Cor. 12:7)—that in this present
evil World or Epoch, whosoever will live
godly shall suffer persecution, while the
wicked flourish like a green bay tree.—
2 Tim. 3:12; Psa. 37:35.

Kingdom to be Set Up on Earth In Next
World.

Jesus said, "My Kingdom is not of this
World,” and until the era or “World to
come’” does come, Christ’s Kingdom will
not control the earth. And for this we
are taught to hope and pray, ‘“Thy King-
dom come, Thy will be done on earth.”
Satan is the ‘“ruler of the darkness of this
‘World,” and therefore ‘‘darkness covers
the earth and gross darkness the people.”

He now rules and works in the hearts of -

the children of disobedience.—Eph. 2:2; 6:12.

There must be some very important
part of the great Architect’'s Plan for
man’s salvation not yet fully developed—
else the New Prince and the New Dispen-
satifon would have been long age intro-
duced. Why it was postponed for an ap-
pointed time, and also the manner of the
change from the present dominion of evil
under Satan to that of righteousness un-
der Christ, are points of interest which
will be more fully shown hereafter. Suf-
fice it now to say that the kingdoms of
this World, now subject to Satan, are at
the proper time to become the kingdoms
of our TLord and of His Christ.—Rev.
11:15.

The context shows that the transfer
will be accomplished by a general time
of trouble. In reference to it, Jesus said,
‘No man can enter into a strong man’s
house and spoil his goods, except he will
first bind the strong man, and then he
will spoil his house.” (Mark 3:22-27.)
Thus we are taught that Satan must first
be bound, restrained and deposed before
Christ’a reign of righteousneas and peace
can be establlshed. This binding of Sa-
tan is accordingly shown to be the first
work of the New Dispensation.—Rev. 20:2.

Worlds Pass, but “The Earth Abldeth
Forever.”

It should be remembered that this earth
is the basis of all these ‘“Worids” and
Dispensations- and that though ages pass
and Dispensations
change, still the
earth continues—
‘“The earth abideth
forever.” (Beel.
1:4.) Carrying out
the same figure,
St. Peter calls each
of these periods a
separate Heavens

gdom
established.

God’s Ki

WORLD
TO COME,

These three great Epochs represent
three distinct manifestations of Divine
Providence. The first, from creation to
the flood, was under the ministration of
angels, and is called by St. Peter ‘the
worid that was.”—2 Pet. 3:6.

The second great Epoch, from the flood
to the establishment of the Kingdom of
God, is under the limited control of Sa-
tan, “the prince of this World,” and
is, therefore, called ¢‘this present evil
World.,”—Gal. 1:4; 2 Pet. 3:7.

The third is to be a ‘“World without
end’”’ (Isa. 45:17) under Divine adminis-
tration, the Kingdom of God, and is called
“The World to come—wherein dwelleth
righteousness.”’—Heb. 2:5; 2 Pet. 3:13.

The Three Great Worlds.

The First of these periods, or worlds,
under the ministration of angels, was a
failure; the Second, under the rule' of
Satan, the Usurper, has been indeed an
“evil World’”’; but the Third will be an
era of righteousness and of blessing to all
the families of the earth.

The last two of these ‘“Worlds” are
most particularly mentioned, and the
statements relative to them are in strong
contrast. The present, or second period,
is called ‘‘the present evil World,” not
because there is nothing good in it, but
because in it evil is permitted to pre-
dominate. ‘“Now we call the proud
happy; yea, they that work wickedness
are set up; yea, they that tempt God
are even delivered.” (Mal. 3:156.) The
third World or Epoch is mentioned as
“The Worid to come, wherein dwelleth
righteousness” —not because there will
be no evil in it, but because evil will
not predominate. The blotting out of
evil will be gradual, requiring all of the
first thousand years. Evil will not rule
then; it will not prousper; it will no longer
be the wicked that will flourish; but “the
rightecus shall flourish” (Psa. 72:7), the
“obedient shall eat the good of the land”
(Isa. 1:19), and *the evil doer shall be
eut off.” —Psa. 37:9.

Thus seen, the next Dispensation is to
be so dissimilar as to be the very re-
verse of the present one in almost every
particular. Our Lord’s words show why
there is to be a difference between the
present and the future Dispensations. It

and Barth. Here the

word Heavens symbolizes the higher or
spiritual controlling powers, and Earth
symbolizes human gevernment and social
arrangements. Thus the First Heavens
and Earth, or the order and arrangement
of things then existing, having served
their purpose, ended at the flood. But
the physical heavens (sky and atmos-
phere), and the physical earth, did not
pass away—they remained. ’

So likewise the present World (heavens
and earth) will pass away with a great
noise, fire and melting—confusion, treuble
and dissolution. The strong man (Satan),
being bound, will struggle to retain his
power, The present order or arrange-
ment of government and society, net that
of the physical sky and earth, will pass
away. The present Heavens (powers of
spiritual contrel) must give place to the
“New Heavens'—Christ's spiritual con-
trol, soon te be established.

The present Earth (human soclety as
now organized under Satan’s centrol)
must (symbolically) melt and be dis-
solved, in the beginming of the *Day of
the Lord,” which “shall burn as an oven.”

" (Mal. 4:1.) It will be succeeded by *“a
New Earth,” Le., society reorganized in
harmeny with earth’s new Prince—Christ.
Righteousness, peace and love will rule
among men when present arrangements
have glven place to the new and better
Kingdom, the basis of which will be the
strictest Justice.

Third Worid to be Under Control
Christ.

St Paul was given a glimpse of the next
Dispensation, or, as he calls {t, ‘“the
‘World to come.” He says he was “caught
away’ (physically or mentally, or both,
he could not tell, things were so real tu
his view) down the stream of time te the
new condition of things, the ‘‘New
Heaven,” hence the ‘“Third Teuwven.,” He
thus saw things as they will be under
the spiritual control of Christ, things
which he might not disclose. (2 Cor.
12:2-4,) Doubtless these were the same
things which St. John afterward saw, and
was permitted to express to the Church
in symbols, which may be understood
only as they become due. St. John, in the
revelation given to him by our Lerd on
the Isle of Patmos, was in vision carried

of

. pensation,

down through this Christian Age and its
changing scenes of Church and State to
the end of the present evil World, or

Epoch, and there in prophetic visions he -

saw Satan bound, Christ reigning, and
the New Heaven and the New Earth es-
tablished; for the former Heaven and
Earth were passed away.—Rev. 21:1

Ages or Dispensations.

We now notice the Ages into which
as

these great KEpochs are subdivided,
{llustrated in the diagram below:

WORLD THAT NOW 1S,

Jewish.

Go_spel.

Restoration for All In Worid to Follow
This.

(Acts 3:19-21.)

With this Age the ‘“‘present evil world™
ends; and mark well that while God has
been thus permitting the predominance
and reign of evil, to the seeming detri-
ment of His cause, nevertheless His deep:
designs have been steadily progressing
according to a filxed and definite Plan,
and in the exact order of the seasons
which He has appointed. In the end of
this Age, and the
dawn of its suc-
cessor, the Mil-
lennial Age, Sa-
tan is to be bound
and his power

‘'WORLD TO COME.

The First of these great Epochs
(““Worlds”’) was not subdivided; God’'s
method of dealing with men did not vary
during all that time——from Adam’s fall
to the flood. God had given man His law
written in his very nature; but after he
had sinned He left him measurably to his
own course, which was downward, *“evil,
and that continually,” that thus man
might realize his folly, and that the wis-
dom of God in commanding absolute obe-
dience might be made manifest. That
Dispensation ended with a flood, which
took away all but faithful Noah and his
family. Thus the first Dispensation not
only manifested the disastrous effects of
sin, but showed that the tendency of sin
is downward to greater degradation and
misery, and proves the necessity of Je-
hovah's interposition, if the recovery of
“that which was lost”’—Man’s First Es-
tate—Iis ever to be accomplished.

The Second Epoch, or “World that now
is,” includes three Ages, each a step in
the Plan of God for the overthrow of evil.
Each step is higher than that preceding
it, and carries the Plan forward and
nearer to completion.

The Third Great Epoch—‘‘the World to
come’’—future from the second advent of
Christ, comprises the Millennial Age, or
‘“Times of Restitution”; and following it
are other ““Ages to come,” the particulars
of which are not revealed. Present reve-
lations treat of man’s recovery from sin,
and not of the eternity of glory and bless-
ing to follow.

Some of the Stately Steppings of God.

The first Age in the “World that now
is”” we call the Patriarchal Age, or Dis-
because during that period
God's dealings and favors were with a
few individuals only, the remainder of
mankind being almost ignored. Such fa-
vored ones were the patriarchs Noah,
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Each of these
in turn seems to have been God’'s favored
one. At the death of Jacob that Age or
Order of dealing ended. At Jaceb’s death
his descendants were first called ‘the
twelve tribes of Israel,” and were to-
gether recognized of God as His ‘“peculiar
people”; and through typical sacrifices
they were typically ‘“a holy nation,” sep-
arated from other nations for a particular
purpose, and therefore to enjoy certain
special favors.

The time allotted to this feature of the
Divine Plan, beginning here and ending
at the death of Christ, we designate the
Jewish Age, or the Law Dispensation.
During that Age God specially blessed
that nation. He gave them His Law; He
made a special Covenant with them; He
gave them the Tabernacle, whose sheki-
nah glory in the Most Holy represented
Jehovah’s presence with them as their
Leader and King. Te them He sent the
Prephets, and finally His Sen. Jesus per-
fermed His miracles and taught in their
midst, and would neither go to others
Himself ner permit His disciples to go
te the surrounding nations. He sent them
eut, saying, “Go not into the way of the
Gentiles, and into any city of the Samauri-
tans enter ye not; but go rather te the
lost sheep of the house of Israel.” (Matt.
10:5, 6.) And again He said, “I am not
sent but unto the lost sheep of the house
of Israel.”’—Matt. 15:24.

Christian Dispensation Began at Jesus’
Death.

That this national favor ended with
their rejection and crucifixion of Jesus is
shown by Jesus’ words when, flve days
before His crucifixion, He declared, *“Your
house is left unto you desolate.”—Matt.
23:38.

There, at Jesus’ death, a New Age
began—the Christlan Age or Gospel Dis-
pensation, wherein should be heralded
good tidings of justification, not to the
Jew only, but te all nations; for “Jesus
Christ, by the grace of God, tasted death
for every man.” During this Gospel Age
also there is a class called te special fa-
vor, to whom special promises are made;
namely, those who by faith accept Christ
Jesus as their Redeemer and Lord, fol-
lowing in His footsteps. The Gospel proc-
lamation has gone hither and thither
through the earth for nearly nineteen
hundred years, so that it can now be said
that it has been preached more or less
in every natlon. It has not converted
nations—it was not designed to do so in
this Age—but it has selected here and
there some, in all a ‘“litile flock,” as
Jesus had foretold (Luke 12:32), *to
whom it is the Father’s good pleasure to
3‘{: the Kingdom™ in an Age to follow

Millennial. \/Ages. overthrown, pre-
paratory to the
establishment of

Christ’s Kingdom and the beginning of
“The world to come, wherein dwelleth
righteousness.” |

Millennium, signifying a thousanad
years, is by common consent used as the
name for the period mentioned in Rev.

20:4—the thousand years of Christ’'s
reign, the First Age in the *‘“World to
come.” During the Millennial Age there

will be a Restitution of all things lost by
the fall of Adam (Acts 3:19-21), and be-
fore its close all tears shall have been
wiped away. Beyond its boundary, in the
Ages of blessedness to follow, there shall
be no more death, neither sorrow nor cry-
ing; neither shall there be any more pain.
The former things will have passed away.
(Rev. 21:4.)

God’s Plan Progressive.

‘We have here only glanced at the mere
outline of this Plan of the Ages. The
more we examine it the more we will
find in it perfect harmony, beauty and
order. Each Age has its part to accom-
plish, necessary to the complete develop-
ment of God’s Plan as a whole. The Plan
is a progressive one, gradually unfolding
from Age to Age, upward and onward to
the grand consummation of the original
design of the Divine Architect, ‘‘who
worketh all things ,after the counsel of
His own will.” (Eph. 1:11.) Not one of
these great periods is an hour too long or
too short for the accomplishment of its
object. God is a wise economist of both
time and means, though His resources
are Infinite; and no power, however mali-
cious, for a moment retards or thwarts
His purposes. All things, evil as well as
good, under Divine supervision and over-
ruling, are working together for the ac-
complishment of His sovereign will

To an uninstructed and undisciplined
mind, which can see only a little of the
intricate machinery of God’s Plan, it ap-
pears like anarchy, confusion and failure,
Just as the whole, or even a part, of an
intricate machine would appear to a child.
To its immature and untutored mind it is
incomprehensible, and the opposite mo-
tions of its wheels and belts are but con-
fusion. But maturity and investigation
will show that the seeming confusion is
beautiful hermony, working good results.

Necessary to Keep In Mind the Ages.

As we pursue our study of the Divine
Plan it is essential that we keep in mem-
ory these Ages and their respective pecu-
liarities amd objects; for in no one of them
can the Plan be seen, but In all of them,
even as a link is not a chain, but several
links united form a chain. We obtain
correct ideas of the whole Plan by noting
the distinctive features of each part, and
thus we are enabled to “rightly divide
the Word of Truth.”

A statement of the Word which belongs
to one Epoch, or Dispensation, should not

‘be apnlied to another, as things stated

of one Age are not always true of an-
other. For instance, it would be an un-
truth to say of the present time that the
knowledge of the Lord fills the whole
earth, or that there is no need to say
to your neighbor, Know the Lord. (Isa.
11:9; Jer. 31:34.) This is not true in this
Age, and it cannot be true until the Lord,
having come again, has established His
Kingdom; for throughout this Age there
have been many seducing deceptions, and
we are told that even in the very end of
the Age—*In the last days . . evil
men and seducers shall wax worse and
worse, deceiving and being deceived.”
(2 Tim. 3:1, 13.)

Kingdoms of World Not Christ’s
Kingdom.

A similar mistake, and a very common
one, is to suppose that God’s Kingdom is
now established and ruling over the earth,
and that His will is now done among the
nations. This is manifestly far from the
truth, for the kingdoms of this world are
supported and enriched through oppres-
sion, injustice and deceit to as great an
extent as the increasing intelligence ot
the people will permit. Satan, the pres-
ent ‘Prince of this World,” must yet be
displaced, and these kingdoms, now under
his control, must become the Kingdom of
our Lord and of His Anointed, when Tie
shall take unto Himself His great power
and reign.

The succeeding chapters of The Divine
Plan of the Ages continue this convince-
ing presentation to a logical and satis-
factory conclusion to even the most
critical.  3bc. in stamps, sent to Bible
& Tract Society, Brooklyn, N, Y., will
bring to you by return mail the volume,
in good cloth binding. Order now.
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