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AN UNSECTARIAN PRESENTATION.

Dr. H. 8. Pritchett, President of the
Carnegie Foundation for the advance-
ment of teaching, speaking on Leader-
ship in the Colleges, said:

‘“Church membership is no test as to
whether a man is a religious man or
not; nor is it any criterion by which re-
ligious men may be chosen. The con-
stant use of this criterion has served to
impose upon young men both in and out
of college the idea that the obligations
of the religious life are binding only on
those who have assumed membership in
religious organizations. No more un-
happy impression could have been cre-
ated. The obligations of the religious life
are the same upon every human being.
The idea that he can escape the working
out of the great laws which the Malker
of the Universe has set up by declining
to belong to a human organization is a
grotesque one, and yet this is an idea
common among young men. I believe,
therefore, that the man of sincere re-
ligious life, outside any formal organiza-
tion, has a notable opportunity today for
religious leadership in college, and that
he escapes some of the limitations which
lie in the way of his brother who is part
of a definite religious organization. No
man has the right to evade the duties of
leadership or of service by reason of his
belonging to, or of his not belonging to,
a religious organization. To advance
such a claim is like insisting that a
man is not an American unless he be-
longs to the Republican or the Demo-
cratic party.”

A DANGEROUS TREND.,

The pastor of one of the largest and
strongest Daptist churches in Ohio writes
us, in a letter bearing upon another sub-
ject:

“I wonder sometimes where we are
going to land. The people seem to have
lost all sense of personal relation to
their Lord, and naturally have no in-
terest in the progress of His Kingdom.
The standard of morality is lower—not
immoral, perhaps, so much as unmoral
The moral principle does not grip as
once it did. The fact is that the age
does not want a moral code to which it
shall bring its conduct for scrutiny. That
spirit is in our churches all over this
city, and, as men speak their heartaches
to me, I guess other cities are troubled
that way as well as we.

“] am amazed at the number of meet~
ings I find myself in for the transaction
of business of the Kingdom with never
a word of praver; just business, cold-
blooded and heartless as buying and sell-
ing steel rails. We arc businessizing the
Lord out of IXis place and authority
everywhere. DBusiness courtesy has a
larger place than Ne.w Testament prece-
dent. An appeal to the New Testament
is often sclf-imposed ostracism. The
loneliness of it all sometimes comes over
me with a-depression that is unbearable.
I have wished sometimes that I could
spend the rest of my life in some mission
field, where I could get away from the
‘sounding brass’ of this cultural religion
which spends itself in all kinds of service
because it is the prevailing fad, but
does nothing because it is a loving ex-
pression of a personal relation to the
TLord. It is a form of religion, sure
enough, but as hopeless and helpless to
save men as the outer darkness. . . .
Every pastor I know who has opened his
heart to me is suffering from just the
same thing. People are the very art of
courtesy, but the Word falls like halil
upon an iron roof.”—Journal and Mes-
senger.

ON THE LORD'S ARM.

Leaning on His loving arm,

Free from danger, safe from harm;

No longer anxious, without fears,

I travel calmly through the years.
'Tis worth the scorn of friend

foe,

To feel His sweet caresses so,

Worth my very all, my life, ,

To follow Ilim e’en tho’ through strife;
To hear Him say He understands;

And safe within my Savior’s hands,

To rest ’til all the storm is past.

He will shield me from the blast.

Elizabeth Woodworth.

and

S« WHERE ARE THE DEAD ¢’

This article was published in our last
jssue of THE BIBLE STUDENTS
MONTHLY, Vol. 5, No. 3. The interest
aroused and the great demand for copies
of it have been remarkable. A sample
copy will be mailed to any one free upeon
receipt of post-card request.

(Continued from page 1, column 4.)

Practically all Bible exegetes agree that
the Dragon of the Revelation represents
the purely civil power, wherever it may
be found. We do not understand this to
mean that all the powers of the world are
gvil or of the Devil, but that the Dragon
is the symbol which the Lord is pleased
to use to represent civil power.

The Beast of Rev. 16:13 is the same
that is mentioned in Rev. 13:2, where it
is described as resembling a leopard—
spotted. Protestant interpreters of the
Revelation agree that this symbol refers
to the Papal system—not to the Pope, not
to Catholic congregations, not to individ-
ual Catholics, but to the system as a
whole, which has existed for centuries.

In His Word, God has been pleased to
recognize the Papacy as a system, as a
government. Papacy claims that the
Kingdom of God, Messiah’s Kingdom, was
established in 799 A.D.; that it lasted a
thousand years, just as the Bible declares
Christ’s Kingdom will last; and that it
expired in 1799 A.D. They claim also
that since 1799 this Kingdom of Christ
(that is, the Papal system, represented in
the Revelation as the Beast) has been
suffering violence; and that during this
time the Devil has been loosed, in fulfill-
ment of Revelation 20:7.

Iistory records that the era closing
with 1799, marked by Napoleon’s Egyp-
tlan campaign, sealed and defined the
limit of Papal dominion over the nations.
Napoleon even took the Pope prisoner to
France, where he died. This humiliating
experience, Roman Catholics claim, marks
the time of the loosing of Satan in ful-
fillment of Revelation 20:7.

We cannot agree with our Catholic
brethren’s interpretation of prophecy. The
Bible is surely right when it declares
that ‘‘the prince of this world is Satan,”
and that this is “the present evil world”
or age. The reascn why there is so much
graft, false doctrine, delusion, ignorance,
superstition everywhere is that Satan is
the great being who is deceiving the
world. According to the Scriptures, Satan
is to be bound feor a thousand years, that
he may deceive the nations no mere.
(Rev. 20:3.) After the thousand years
shall have been finished, Satan shall be
loosed for a little season to test mankind.
Then he will be destroyed in the Second
Death, together with all who are in har=
mony with him.

Bible students are only now getting their
eyes open to sce the lengths, breadths,
heights and depths of the Love of God—
His wonderful provision made, first, for
the Church, who are to share in the
Kingdom glory; and second, for the world
of mankind, who will receive the blessing
of an uplift to human perfection during
that thousand years. This glorious Epoch
is just approaching, instead of being in
the past. So glorious will be the condi-
tion of humanity at the close of Messiah’s
Kingdom that nothing ever dreamed will
compare with it. But the great work of
God will not be perfected until every
human being will have reached perfec-
tion, or will have been destroyed in the
Second Death, because of refusal to come
into harmony with the laws of righteous-
ness. Then every creature in Heaven and
on earth, will be heard saying, “Blessing
and honor and glory and power be unto
Iim that sitteth upon the Throne and to
the Lamb, for ever and ever.”—Rev. 5:13.

The Dragon, then, symbolizes the Ro-
man power, represented by the civil
power in the world. The Beast is the
Papzal system of government. The third
symbol, the False Prophet, remains to be
interpreted. This, we believe, is another
name for the system elsewhere called “the
Image of the Beast.” (Rev. 13:14) Ac-
cording to the Scriptures, this Image is a
very exact representation of the Beast.
The False Prophet, or Image of the Beast,
we understand to mean the Protestant
Federation of Churches.

The Image of the Beast.

In order to see why the Protestant Fed-
eration of Churches should be symbolized
as the Image of the Beast and as the
False Prophet, we must examine other
symbolical Scriptures. In Rev. 17:5, our
attention is called to a great *“‘mystery.””
The word “harlot” in Scriptural symbol=
ism does not mean an immoral person.
It refers to the Church, which was to be
the Kingdom of God, but which lost her
virginity and became united to an earthly
husband, instead of her ¥eavenly Hus-
band. To what earthly husband did the
Church unite? To the Roman Empire.
In the minds of Luther and other re-
formers there was no doubt that there
was a close union between the Church
and the world. The Church for a time
claimed to be waiting for Christ to set up
His Kingdom. TFinally she said, I will
not wait until the Second Coming of
Christ, I will unite with the Roman Em-
pire.”

All know the result. The Roman Cath-
olic Church was exalted, and reigned
as a queen for centuries. This union of
Church and State is represented in a
famous picture found in Italy. On a
throne the Pope and the Emperor sit side
by side. On one side are cardinals,
bishops, the lower clergy and the laity,
in order of rank. On the other side are
generals, lieutenants, soldiers, etc., down
to the common people. Thus the union
of Church and State was recognized.

On the basis of this union all earthly
governments are called Christian; for
they claim unity as part and parcel with
the Church. History tells us that for cen«

turies the Church appointed the earthly
kings. Whomsoever the Pope desired was
crowned. In proof of the supremacy of the
Church a story is told in regard to Em-
peror Henry IV of Germany, who had
incurred the Papal displeasure, and who
as a punishment was compelled to stand
for three days without the castle gates of
Canossa, barefooted, and clad only in the
haircloth shirt of a penitent, exposed to
the inclemency of mid-winter. Then he
was forced to crawl on hands and knees
into the presence of the Pontiff, whose
silk stocking was removed in order that
the emperor might kiss the Pope’s great
toe, in fulfillment of Psa. 2:10, 12, “Kiss
the Son, O ye kings of the earth.”

To our understanding this is a mistaken
application of Scripture. ‘The Son” is
not the Pope. The “holy hill” is the
Kingdom of God. His agency is symbol-
ized as the holy Mount Zion. The great
Messiah will completely overthrow all the
things of the present time and will estab-
lish the Kingdom of Righteousness and
Truth, which will uplift mankind out of
sin and degradation.

Roman Catholics believe that the Pope
is the vicegerent of Christ, reigning in
His stead. They believe that the present
is the time when Satan is loosed to de-
ceive the nations; that very shortly the
Church will again get full power in the
world; and that as a result every one
who does not obey them will be destroyed.
This interpretation points us to Revela-
tion, 13th and 20th chapters. Protestants
do not appreciate the situation. Doubt-
less all thinking people have noticed that
overtures for union come from Protes-
tantism, but never from Catholicism.

The question now arises, Why should
the Scriptures picture Protestantism as
an Image of the Beast? When and how
did this come about? From the time of
the Reformation, Protestants had been
striving individually to get out of the
darkness of the past and thus had for-
mulated many creeds and had organized
many denominations. But about the
middle of the last century the leaders
began to see that if every one continued
to study the Bible individually the time
would come when each one would have an
individual creed. To prevent what seemed
to them a loss of power, they planned a
union of Protestants in a system called
the Evangelical Alliance.

The Evangelical Alliance, an organizae
tion of the different Protestant denomina-
tions, was formed in 1846 for the very
purpose of doing in their own way the
same thing that Catholicism would do in
its own way. Seceing the great power that
Roman Catholics would exercise because
of a united system, Protestants said, “We
are divided. We have no power. We
will organize.”” Then and there, accord-
ing to the Scriptures, they made an Image
of the Beast.

The Bible says, however, that before
the Image ean do any particular harm it
must receive life from the two-horned
Beast. (Rev. 13:15.) This two-horned
Beast with horns like a lamb, but a voice
like a dragon, we belicve represents the
Church of England, which is not a party
to the Evangelical Alliance. The Church
of England makes the claim which the
Church of Rome makes—that she is the
true Church; that all others are wrong;
that she has the original apostolic suc-
cession; and that no one is commissioned
to preach unless he has had divine, apos-
tolic hands laid upon him. This has been
the contention of the Church of England
for centuries, and constitutes the differ-
ence between that Church and all other
Protestant denominations.

Although the Evangelical Alliance was
organized in 1846, it has not been able to
accomplish its purpose, because it did not
know how to operate. The denominations
in the Alliance were united only in name,
and hence have worked against each other.
Denominations outside of the Alliance
were declared to be unauthorized; and
they, in turn, challenged the Evangelical
Churches to show where they got au-
thority to preach. As a result the Image
had no power to act; it was trodden
upon; and to get vitality—life—it would
need apostolic succession; it must have
something as a basis for operation.

The Scriptures indicate that the Church

*of England will become intimate with the

Evangelical Alliance and will give it apos=
tolic authority to preach. Because of this
union the Alliance will be able to say,
“We have apostolic authority to preach.
Let no one speak unless he has our sanc=
tion.” This action on their part is de-
scribed in Rev. 13:17. None will be al-
Jowed to buy or sell spiritual things in
the spiritual market unless he has either
the mark of the Beast or the mark of the
Image.

In Rev. 16:13 we find mention of the
False Prophet, another representation of
the Image~—the vitalized product of the
Evangelical Alliance, which has taken the
form of Church Federation, and has today
a great deal of vitality. Whether we ean
expect it to have more remains to be
seen. The Scriptures clearly indicate that
the Image of the Beast is to get so great
power that it will do the same thing that
the Roman Catholic Church did in the
past; and that the two systems, Cath-
olic and Protestant, will rule the civilized
world with a high hand through the civil
power—the Dragon.

4Three Unclean Spirits Like Frogs.”

The Scriptures tell us that this result is
to be brought about by the utterances of
the combined power of Church and State.

“Three unclean spirits like frogs came
out of the mouth of the Beast, and out of
the mouth of the Dragon and the mouth
of the False Prophet.” In this passage,
the spirit is a doctrine—an unclean doc-
trine—a false doctrine. Each of these
systems will utter the same things, and
these utterances will have the effect of
gathering the kingdoms of earth together
to the great Battle of Armageddon.

The symbolism of Scripture, rightly un-
derstood, is very forceful, and there is
always a close resemblance between the
svmbol itself and the thing symbolized.
‘When the Holy Spirit uses a frog to rep-
resent certain doctrines or teachings, we
may be sure that the application will fit
well. While a frog is a small creature,
vet it puffs itself up until it almost bursts
with the effort to be somebody. A frog
has a very wise look even though it does
not know very much. A frog croaks
whenever it utters a sound.

The three most prominent characteris-
tics of a frog, then, are pomposity, an air
of superior wisdom and knowledge, and a
continual croaking. Applying these char-
acteristics to the picture given in the Di-
vine Word, we learn that from the civil
power, from the Catholic Church and from
the Federation of Protestant Churches
will go forth the same teachings. The
spirit of all will be boastful; an air of
superior knowledge and wisdom will be
assumed; all will foretell dire results to
follow any failure to obey their counsels.
However conflicting the creeds, the differ-
ences will be ignored in the general propo-
sition that nothing ancient must be dis-
turbed, or investigated, or repudiated.

The Divine authority of the Church,
and the Divine right of kings, aside from
the Church, will not be allowed to eon-
flict; for both will be indorsed. Any per-
sons or teachings in conflict with these
boastful, unscriptural claims will be
branded as everything vile, at the mouths
of the frogs, croaking from pulpits and
platforms, and through the religious and
secular press. The nobler sentiments of
some will be strangled by the philosophy
of the same evil spirit which spoke
through Caijaphas, the high priest, re-
specting our Lord Jesus. As Caiaphas
declared it expedient to commit a crime
in violation of justice, both human and
Divine, to be rid of Jesus and His teach-
ings, so this frog-like spirit will approve
of any and every violation of principle
necessary to self-protection.

Every true Christian is ashamed to look
back upon the pages of history and see
what terrible deeds were done in the
name of God and justice, and in the name
of our Lord Jesus. We are not to think
for a2 moment that these frog spirits, or
doctrines, are all bad, but rather that
they are doctrines of bombast and pom-
posity, representing themselves to be
very wise and great, and having the
backing of centuries. Out of the mouth
of the Dragon comes the doctrine of the
Divine right of kings: “Do not look back
of the curtain of history to see where
the kings got that right., Accept the doc-
trine; for if you do not, and if men look
into the matter, there will be a terrible
revolution and everything will go down!”

The Beast and the False Prophet have
similar croakings. The Catholic Church
says, “Do net look behind! Do not ques-
tion anything about the Church!” Pro-
testantism says, also, *“We are great, we
are wise, we know a great deal. Xeep
quiet! No one will then know that you
know nothing.”” All say (croaking): “We
tell you that if you say anything against
present arrangements, terrible things will
come to pass!™

Political parties are figuring in this. All
declare, “If any change should come, it
will mean terrible disaster!”” Some have
the backbone and some have the civil
power behind them, but unitedly they
croak to the people that if any change is
made, it will mean ruin to the present
order. In the language of our day,
“Stand pat!” is the order in Church and
in State; but the people are being moved
by fear. It is this croaking of the Beast,
the Dragon and the False Prophet that
will arouse the kings of earth and gather
them together to the Armageddon Battle
and destruction.

The eccleslastical kings and princes,
with their retinue of clergy and faithful
adherents, will be gathered in solid pha-
lanx—Protestant and Catholic. The po-
litical kings and princes, senators, and all
in high places, with their henchmen and
retainers, will follow in line on the same
side. The financial kings and merchant
princes, and all whom they can influence
by the most gigantic power ever yet ex-
ercised in the world, will join the same
side, according to this prophecy. They
do not realize, however, that they are
coming to Armageddon; yet strange to
say, this is a part of their very cry,
“Come together to Armageddon!”

Speaking of our day, our Lord declared,
“Men’s hecarts failing them for fear and
for looking after those things which are
coming on the earth; for the powers of
heaven shall be shaken.” (Luke 21:26.)
The kings of Europe know not what to
do. All sectarianism is being shaken.
Many people of God are in perplexity.

The croaking of the frog spirits, or doc-
trines, will gather the kings and princes,
financial, political, religious and industrial,
into one great army. The spirit of fear,
inspired by the croaking, will scourge the
passions of otherwise good and reasonable
men to fury—desperation. In their blind
following of these evil spirits, evil doc-
trines, they will be ready to sacrifice life
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and everything on what they mistakenly
suppose is the aitar of Justice and Right-
eousness under a Divine arrangement.

Many noble people in this great army
will assume an attitude quite contrary
to their preference. For a time the
wheels of liberty and progress will be
turned backward, and medizval restraints
will be considered necessary for self-
preservation—for the maintenance of the
present order of things and for the pre-
vention of the new order which God has
decreed, the due time for which is at
hand. Even those who may be God’s
people do not stop to consider whether it
is His will that things should continue
as theyv have been for the past six th-u-
sand years. The BEible says that such is
not God’s will, but that there is tc be a
great overturning—a new order,

For a brief time, as we unde s
Scriptures, these combined {or
mageddon will triumph. Free ve
free mails, and other liberties whicli have
come to be the very breath of the masses
in our day, will be ruthlessly shut off on
the plea of necessity, the glory of God,
the commands of the Church, etc. The
safety-valve will be sat upon, and thus
will cease to annoy earth’s kings with the
sound of escaping steam; and all will
seem to be serenc—until the great social
explosion described in the Revelation as
an earthquake will take place. In sym-
bolic language an earthquake signifies
social revolution, and the Scriptural dec-
laration is that none like it ever before
occurred. (Rev. 16:18, 19.) See our Lord’s
reference to it in Matt., 24:21.

The Lord’s Great Army.

At this juncture, the Scriptures show,
Divine Power will step forward, and God
‘will gather the marshaled hosts to Ar-
mageddon—to the Mount of Destruction.
(Rev. 16:16.) The very thing which they
sought to avert by their union, federation,
ete., will be the very thing that they will
hasten. Other Scriptures teil us that
Cod will be represented by Messiah, and
that He will be on the side of the masses.
“At that time shall Michael [the God-
like One—DMessiah] stand up.” (Dan.
12:1.) F¥le will assume authority. He will
take possession of His Kingdom in a.
manner little looked for by many of those
whe erroneously have been claiming to be
His Kingdom, and authorized by Him to
reign in Iis name and in His stead.

Our Lord Jesus declared, ‘I{is servants
ve are unto whom ye render service.”
Some may be rendering service to Satan
and to error, who claim to be rendering
service to God and to righteousness; and
some niay serve ignorantly, as did Saul
of Tarsus, who *‘verily thought that he

did CGod service” 1in persecuting the
Church. The same principle holds true
reversely. As an earthly king does not

hold himself responsible for the moral
character of each soldier who fights his
battles, so the Lord does not vouch for
the moral character of all who enlist and
fight on His side of any question. His
servants they are to whom they render
service, whatever the motive prompting.
The same principle will apply in the
coming Battle of Armageddon. God’s
side of that battie will be the people’s
side; and that very nondescript host, the
people, will be pitted at the beginning of
the battle. Anarchists, Socialists, and
hot-headed radicals of every school of
reason and unreason, will be in the fore-
front of that battle. He who has any
knowledge of army life knows that a
great army is composed of all classes.
The masses will be restless under their
restraints, but will be conscious of their
weakness as compared with the kings
and princes, financial, social, religious and
political, who will then hold sway. The
majority of the poor and the middle class
prefer peace at almost any price. The
masses have no sympathy with anarchy.
‘They realize truly that the worst form
.of government is better than none. The
masses will seek relief through the ballot
«and the peaceful readjustment of earth’s
affairs for the elimination of evil, for the
placing of monopolies and utilities and
the supplies of nature in the hands of the
people for the public good. The crisis
will be reached when the hitherto up-
holders of the law shall become violators
of the law and resisters of the will of
the majority as expressed by the ballot.
Fear for the future will goad the well-
meaning masses to desperation, and an-
archy will result when Socialism fails.
The TL.ord’s saints are not to be in this
battle at all. God’s consecrated people,
longing at heart for Messiah‘s Kingdom,

will patiently abide the Lord’s time, and
wait unmurmuringly for it. Their lamps
trimmec¢ and burning, they will not be
in darkness respecting the momentous
events of tre impending battle; but they
will be of #40d courage, knowing the out-
come nportrayed in the ‘“‘more sure Word
of prophecy,” to which thev have done
weil to “take heed, as untv a light that
shineth in a dark place, uatil the Day
dawn.”—2 Peter 1:19,

The question now arises, Why did not
God send His Kingdom sooner? Why is
Armageddon necessary? We answer that
God has His own times and seasons, and
that He has appointed the Great Seventh
Thousand-Year Day for the reign of
Christ. Divine Wisdom has withheld un-
til our day the great knowledge and skill
which is breeding at the same time mil-
lioraires and discontents. Had God lifted
the veil of ignorance a thousand years
sooner, the world would have lined up for
Armageddon a thousand years sooner. God
did not briuz these things bhefore the
present time because His Plan has va-
rious parts, all of which are converging
at the same time. In kindness God veiled
the eyes of mankind until the gathering
to Armageddon would immediately pre-
cede Messiah’s taking to Himself His
great power and beginning Iis reign.—
Revelation 11:17, 18.

Th: attitude of the people of God should
be that of great thankfulness to the Giver
of every good. They should make pro-
vision for the great storm that is coming
and keep very quiet, not unduly interested
in the side of either rich or poor. We
know in advance that the TLord is on the
side of the people. e {t is that will fight
the Armageddon Battle, and His agency
will be that peculiar army--all classes.
When this great ‘‘earthquake’” of social
revolution comes, it will not be a mere
handful of anarchists, but an uprising of
the people to throw off the great power
that is strangling them. Selfishness is at
the bottom of the whole matter.

Not Yet, But Soon.

For forty years the Armageddon forces
have been mustering for both sides of the
conflict. Strikes, lockouts and riots, great
and small, have been merely incidental
skirmishes as the belligerents cross each
other’s paths. Court and army scandals
in Xurope, insurance, trust and court
scandals in America, have shaken public
confidence. Dynamite plots, charged by
turns on employees and on employers,
have tended to make each distrustful of
the other. Bitter and argry feelings on
both sides are more and more mani-
fested. The lines of battle are daily be-
coming more distinctly marked. Never-
theless Armageddon cannot yet be fought.

Gentile Times have still two years to
run. The Image of the Beast must yet
receive life—power. It must be trans-
formed from a mere mechanism to a
living force. Protestant Federation real-
izes that its organization will continue to
be futile unless it receives vitalization—
unless its clergy directly or indirectly
shall be recognized as possessed of
apostolic ordination and authority to
teach., This, the prophecy indicates, will
come from the two-horned Beast, which
we believe symbolically represents the
Church of England. High-handed activi-
ties of Protestantism and Catholicism,
operating in conjunction for the sup-
pression of human liberties, await this
vivifying of the Image. This may come
soon, but Armageddon cannot precede it,
but must follow—perhaps a year after,
according to our view of prophecy.

Still another thing intervenes. Although
the Jews are gradually flowing into
Palestine, gradually obtaining control of
the land of Canaan, and although re-
ports say that already nineteen million-
aires are there, nevertheless, prophecy
requires an evidently larger number of
wealthy Hebrews to be there before the
Armageddon crisis be reached. Indeed,
we understand that ‘“Jacob’s trouble” in
the Holy Land will come at the very close
of Armageddon. Then Messiah’s King-
dom will begin to be manifested. Thence-
forth Israel in the Land of Promise will
gradually rise from the ashes of the past
to the grandeur of prophecy. Through
its Divinely appointed princes, Messiah’s
Kingdom, all-powerful, but invisible, will
begin to roll awcy the curse and to lift up
mankind, and to give beauty for ashes.

The succeeding chapters of ¢“THE BATTLE OF ARMAGED-
DON” continue this convineing presentation toa logical and
gatisfactory conclusion to even the most critical. 35c. in stamps
sent to Lible & Tract Society, Brooklyn, N. Y., will bring to you,
by return mail, the volume, in good cloth binding. Ovdernow,
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«STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES”
These volumes have made Pastor Rus-
sell famous. Over seven miliion copies
are now in the homes of Christian people
throughout the world. Aside from the
Bible itself, the demand for these volumes
has been the greatest of any treatise ever
published. They are translated into nine-
teen languages, and sold at barely cost
price by the publishers—$2.65 for the en-
tire set of six books, and including a
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ported maroon cloth, embossed in oriental
gold leaf—an ornament to any book
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BIBLE AND BROOKLYN, N, Y.

THE DEAD AWAIT RESURRECTION

“If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you unto myself;
that where I am, there ye may be also.””—Joun 14 :3.

THE ERROR of supposing that men are

alive when they ar: dead lies close to
the foundation of every theological error
the world over. We have all erred in
taking the guess of Plato instead of the
Word of God, and we can get rid of our
difficulties and theological entanglements
only by retracing our steps. Notwith-
standing all that we have said and writ-
ten, calling attention to the words of the
Scriptures, the question frequently arises,
Do you mean to tell us that our friends
do not go to Heaven immediately when
they die?

That is exactly what we are endeavor-
ing to demonstrate to be the teaching of
the Bible. The Bible alone, of all re-
ligious books, teaches that a dead man
is dead, and knows nothing, and that his
only hope is in the Divine arrangement
through Christ, by a resurrection of the
dead—“both of the just and of the un-
Just.”—Acts 24:15.

We Shouid Take Comfort.

‘When we remember that, according to
nearly all the religious creeds and theo-
ries of the world, 999 out of every thou-
sand pass immediately at death into
most horrible sufferings, one would think
that all would be glad to promptly accept
the Bible testimony, that death is a
dreamless sleep until the resurrection
awakening. Why anyone should prefer
to think of his friends and neighbors and
the heathen millions as suffering torture,
rather than to think of them as being
asleep, is beyond our comprehension. The
fact probably is that selfishness has such
a hold upon the masses that they care
and think little respecting others than
their near relatives and friends; and the
same selfishness inclines them, with in-
fatuation, to believe that they and their
relatives, though no better than the rest
of mankind, are special favorites of
Heaven, and will be granted the reward
of the saints, however unsaintly their
lives may have been. Some one has sug-
gested that the ideal prayer for such is:

“God bless me and my wife,
My son John and his wife;
Us four, and no more.”

In harmony with this we find that when
death invades a family circle this selfish
egotism assumes that the deceased is ac-
ceptable to God as a saint, and wafted
immediately to heavenly bliss—regardless
of how unsaintly had been the life and
how little of the Spirit of Christ was
ever manifested. The deception is rein-
forced by the Christian minister called to
conduct the funeral service. Whatever
he may read from the Bible to the effect
that, if there be no resurrection, they
that have fallen asleep have perished, his
sermon is sure to give the inference that
the deceased needs no resurrection, be-
cause he has not died, but has merely
been transferred from a lower plane of
life to a higher one. :

“Come, Let us Reason Together.”

Proof of this is not given and not
asked. The proof is not given because
there is no Scriptural proof to give. It
is not asked because the people are not
sufficiently intelligent on religious sub-
jects to demand a reascn and a proof for
what is presented to them. The remedy
for all this will come when we become
more intelligent, more reasoning. No
minister of Christ should be abashed to
be asked the reason for his faith. St.
Peter exhorted that every Christian
should be so thoroughly informed re-
specting the Divine Message as to be able
to give a reason to whoever would ask
concerning his own faith and his presen-
tations to others.

Here note our text. In it the Master
says not a word about our going to Iiim,
but quite the contrary—that He would
come again and receive us unto Himself.
This is in full accord with the teachings
of the Apostles. Do they not tell that at
the Second Coming of Christ the Resur-
rection of the Church will be the first in
order; that then that which was sown in
weakness will be raised in power; that
sown in dishonor will be raised in glory;
that sown an animal body will be raised
a spirit body; and that so we shall ever
be with the Lord? Do they not tell us
that this will be an instantaneous change?
Is it not styled an awakening from the
sleep of death?

The Order of Resurrection.

Hearken to St. Paul: “Behold, I show
you a mystery; we shall not all sleep,
but we shall all be changed, in a moment,
in the twinkling of an eye, at the last
trump (seventh trumpet); for the trum-
pet shall sound,” ‘“‘and the dead in Christ
shall rise first; then we which are alive
and remain shall be caught away together
to meet the Lord in the air.” (1 Corinth-
jans 15:51, 52; 1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17.)
How plain, how simple! That will be the
first meeting of the Church with her Lord.
All of her members dving before that time
will “sleep,” while those dying since that
time will not need to sleep and wait for
the glorious change. DBut says one, does
not the Second Coming of Christ take
place whenever His holy ones die? Does
He not immediately come to receive them
unto Himself?

Surely only a very lame theory could
seek to bolster itself up by such a per-

version of the Scriptures. If Christ were
to come every time one of His saintly
ones dies, would it not mean many com-
ings instead of merely a Second Coming?
And even if His faithful were very few
indeed, would it not seem that this would
keep the Redeemer busy coming and de-
parting every few minutes?

Only crass ignorance of the Bible could
excuse any such misapplication of its
teachings. Not merely one statement of
the Scriptures bears upon this subject,
but hundreds of statements of Scripture,
by Jesus and the Apostles; and all con-
tradict any such thought.

““No Man Hath Ascended to Heaven.”

Hearken to Jesus’ words, “No man hath
ascended up to Heaven.” Only the Son
of Man has ever been in Heaven. He
has ascended up where He was before,
with additional glory and honor. He is
now preparing a place for His Bride
class and preparing the Bride class for
the place—the place of honor at His own
right hand. He is overseeing her ex-
periences and causing all things to work
together for her good, that she at His
Second Coming may be prepared and be
accepted as His Bride and granted a
share in His glory, honor and immortality.

It is in full harmony with this that a
little later on the Great Teacher declared
that all the dead are in the grave, and
that at His Second Advent He wili first
call forth His faithful ones to the per-
fection of life; and later will call forth
the remainder of mankind, not as yet
found worthy of life, that they may have
an opportunity, a testing as respects their
worthiness or unworthiness of everlasting
life on the human plane.

Hear His assurance again respecting
His faithful ones—that they shall share
in His resurrection, the Chief Resurrcc-
tion, to glory, honor, immortality, on the
spirit plane. He said, “Blessed and holy
are all they that have part in the First
Resurrection; they shall be priests unto
God and Christ, and shall reign with Him
a thousand years.””—Revelation 20:6.

Be it noted that in all these assur-
ances the Church is spoken of as a class,
all of whom will enter into glory together,
at Christ’s Second Coming, and not sep-
arately, as each may die. True, each has
an individual trial or testing to determine
whether or not he or she will be ac-
counted worthy, or fitted for a place in
the glorious Body of Christ, in the glori-
ous Bride company; but the statement is
repeatedly made that we shall be glori-
fied together, shall have part in the one
Resurrection.

“David Not Ascended to Heaven.”

In full accord with all the foregoing is
St. Peter’s statement on the Day of
Pentecost: “For David is not ascended
into the heavens; his sepulchre is with us
unto this day.” St. Peter’s words imply
that if King David had ascended to
Heaven he would have no sepulchre on
earth. Similarly, we might say of all of
the Prophets, and of all other perscns,
that, if once they ascendzd to the
heavenly plane, they could not be said to
have any sepulchre on earth, for the very
thought connected with the word sep-
ulchre is that of a personality awaiting
a resurrection, awaiting deliverance from
the state and condition of death. So the
Scriptures always refer, not to a resur-
rection of the living, which would be an
absurdity, but to a Resurrection of the
Dead.

Note the connection in which the Apos-
tle Peter uses this expression: “Duvid”
is not ascended into the heavens.” e
had just called attention to the fact that
David prophesied of the resurrection of
Jesus. In the proplhiecy he personated
Jesus, and said, ‘“Thou wilt not leave My
soul in sheol (hades), nor suffer Thine
Holy One to see corruption.” St. Peter
argues that this was not true of David,
that he did see corruption, that his soul
was left in sheol and is still there, and
will not be reclaimed until Messiah, in
the Resurrection Morning, shall call him
forth.

Let us, then, dear fellow-Christians,
turn from the follies of the Dark Ages
and take the inspired words of Jesus, the
Apostles and Prophets, and have, indeed,
‘““beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for the
spirit of heaviness,” in respect to the
understanding of the Heavenly Father’s
Program. Thus we will find fulfilled in
us more and more the Master’s prayer:
“Sanctify them through Thy Truth; Thy
Word is Truth.”—John 17:17.
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THE THIEF ON THE CROSS.

}% What did Jesus mean by His
# words, ‘“Verily I say unto thee to-
2| day, thou shalt be with Me in Para-
o dise”—if Paradise, lost 6,000 years
ago, will not be restored until the
X Second Coming of Jesus and the es-
# tablishment of ITis Kingdom?
A The full answer to this question
" we will be pleased to send you frez
‘§ upon receipt of postal-card request.
{ Address, Bible & Tract Society,
Brooklyn, N. Y.

IR HN T AN AR FA T AN N AN

%
<
3
&
3
f






