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Galamities—Mhy Permitted

, “There were present at that season some
Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices.

who told him of the Galileans, whose blooad

And Jesus answering said unto them, Suppose ve

‘that these (v;alilcav:x were sinncrs above all the Galileans, because they suffered such things?
b 4 tel!(you, Nay; but cxcept ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.
Or, thosc cighteen, upon whom the tower of Siloam fell, and slew them, think ye that

they were sinners cbove all men that dwelt in Jerusalem?

I tell you, Nay; but, except ye

vepent, ye shall all Likewise perish.”—Luke 13:1-5.

NOBLE and good in the sight of both
God and man are the generous im=
pulses of charity and sympathy, awak-
ened by great calamities in recent
years. And when this is said, it leaves
little more to be said favorable to
calamities or their infiuence.

While these charities should not be
misconstrued to signify that God's
consecrated saints are rapidly multi-
plying — for many of the charitable are
not the consecrated, and some are even
Infidels — yet they are an evidence that
at least some of the original God-like-
ness of our race remains; that it has
not been wholly obliterated by the deg-~
radation of the fall, nor wholly poi-
soned by the bad theology of the dark
ages. While we live in a period, per-
haps, as selfish and money-loving as
any known to history, yet millions of
dollars are generously poured forth to
aid suffering humanity. And vet many
who in times of calamitous distress
show that they have a tendcr spot
somewhere in their hearts, would and
do at other times lend time and brain
‘and skill to the arts of war, and in dc-
signing the most horrible implements
of warfare; and on occasions when bit-
ter passions are aroused would relent-
lessly and pitilessly slaughter a thou-
sand times as many as meet death by
the accidents of nature. Yet, for all
this showing of the two elements in the
same men, we rejoice that the God-
like element of sympathy exists, as a
partial offset to the devilish qualities
of selfishness and heartlessness, which,
under the degrading influence of man’s
fallen state, have grown strong during
the past six thousand years.

Preparatory to looking carcfully, rea«
sonably and Scripturally at the quese
tion, Why does God permit calamities?
let us note some of the absurd views
of some Christian people, who should
know God's Word and character much
better than they seem to know them.
Some, whose hearts in the presence of
great calamities overflow with sympa-
thy and God-like love (which proves
their hearts better and more sound than
their theology), declare that God is the
director and cause of all disasters and
troubles. Hence, whatever men may
do to alleviate such distresses would,
according to this false view, be so
much done in opposition to God; and
whatever love and sympathy they feel,
4s so much sentiment opposed to God's
sentiments — which are thus made to
appear malicious.

But it seems a very slight thing to
charge the Almighty with causing
earth’s calamities—in comparison with
the general thought of Christendom,
that God has premeditated, planned,
from before the foundation of the
world, their everlasting torture — the
direst calamity imaginable. Tornadocs,
earthquakes, epidemics of disease,
would be mercies and kindnesses In
,comparison withsuch diabolical schemes
and preparations as are accredited to
the Lord by the vast majority of his
children, who suffer still from the su-
perstition, ignorance and blindness of
the “dark ages,” and its creeds. Alas,
that such false conceptions of the jus-
tice and love of our Creator should
ever have gained a foothold in our
minds — to distort our every conception
of every right and good quality. O
Lord, grant Thy people a great opening
of the eyes of their understanding, that
we may be able to comprehend with
all saints, the lengths and the breadths,
the heights and the depths of Thy
jove and mercy toward Thy creatures
through Jesus Christ, our Lord!* The
difficulty is that men have been led
to consider the very Bibie which de-
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clares God’s true character of love and
justice as authority for these devilish
doctrines; and these false interpreta-
tions were originated in the *“dark
ages” by those who instigated or as-
sisted in burning, and otherwise tor-
menting, real Bible believers.

God’s Sympathy — How Shown.

When we declare that whatever there
is of love and sympathy in man is only
the remnant of the original divine like~-
ness in which Adam was created, not
wholly effaced by six thousand years of
degradation in sin, it at once arouses
the question: In what way does God
manifest his sympathy and love in such
emergencies, when even the hearts of
fallen human beings are touched, with
sympathy and love —to acts of kind-
ness and succor?

A correct answer is, that God is rep=-
resented in every act of kindness done,
whcther by his children or by the
world; because their actions under such
circumstances are the result of thcir
possession of some measure of his
character and disposition. This an-
swer is not full cnough to he enticine-
tory; but, thank God, a fuller investi-
gation, in the lizht of his Word, re-
veals a boundless sympathy on his
part — providing an abundant succor,
which is shortly to be revealed.

But why does not God immediately
succor his creatures from calamities?
Or, to go still further back, why does
he, who has all wisdom to know and
all power to prevent, permit calami-
ties—cyclones, earthquakes, tidal-waves,
destructive floods, pestilences, etc?
And while we are about it, we may asg
well include all the evils which God
could prevert, if he would—all the
forms of sickness and pain and death;
every manner of destruction— wars,
murders, etc.; everything which causes
pain or trouble to those willing to do
and to be in harmony with God? The
answer to one of these questions will
be the answer to every question on the
subject; for all human evils are related
and have a common source Or cause.

To comprehend this cause fully, we
must go far back, to the very begin-
ning of sickness, pain, death and sor-
row — to the Garden of Eden, where
neither famine, pestilence, cyclone,
earthquake, nor death in any form was
permitted; where man and his sur-
roundings and conditions were pro-
nounced “very good,” even by God
himself, and must certainly have been
greatly appreciated by man, who had
to be driven out and prevented from
returning by the fiery sword which
kept the way of access to the life-sus~
taining fruits of the Garden.

And this Creator, who so graciously
provided for the life and comfort of
his creatures, and who communed with
them and gave them his blessing and
the promise of everlasting life upon
the sole condition of continued obedi-
ence—how came it that he should so
change in his attitude toward his
creatures as to drive them from the en-
joyments of those Eden comforts and

blessings, out into the unprepared
earth—to toil and weariness and in-
sufficient sustenance, and thus to
death?

We must remcember that the Creator
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gspecially or miraculously “prepared” in
advance the Garden of Eden, only, for
man’s comfortable enjoyment of the
favors of life, and a fitting place for
his trial. God foresaw the fall of his
creature, and provided that the penalty
of sin, “dying thou shalt die,” instead
of being suddenly inflicted, as by a
lightning stroke or other speedy meth-
od, should be served cut gradually by
conflict with the unfavorable condi-
tions (of climate, sterility of soil,
storms, miasma, thorns, weeds, etc.),
of the unprcpared carth; the prepara-
tion of which would require seven
thousand years more to entirely fit it
for the habitation of perfect, obedient,
human children of God.

Man a Convict.

‘Adam and Eve, therefore, went forth
from Eden convicts, under sentence of
death; seif-convicted under the most
just of all judges, their Creator and
friend. The convicts esteemed it a
mercy to be let die gradually rather
than suddenly; while to the Creator
and Judge this was expedient because
‘of his plan for their future, in which
such experience with imperfect condi-
tions would be of great value—a plan
for the increase of the race, and for
its discipline and final redemption and
restoration.

The death penalty, inflicted in this
manner, God foresaw would, tinrough
experience, furnish man such a lesson
on the exceeding sinfulness of sin and
its baneful results as would ncver need
to be repeated — a lesson, therefore,
which wuuld pirofit all wha to
all eternity; especially when Christ’s
Millennial reign of righteousness shall
manifest in contrast the fruits of right-
eousness. God also designed that the
exercise of man’s mental faculties in
coping with the disturbances and im-
perfections of his surroundings and in
inventing reliefs, and the exercise of
his moral faculties in combating his
own weaknesses, and the calls upon his
sympathy, should prove beneficial.

Had the sentcnce of God (in addition
to a loss of Eden’s comforts and ex-
perience with sin and death) con-
demned his creatures to an eternity
of torment and anguish, as so many
now believe and teach, who could de-
fend such a sentence, or call the Judge
just, or loving, or in any sense good?
Surely no one of a sound mind!

But when it is seen that the Scrip-
tures teach that death (extinction), and
not life in torment, was the penalty
pronounced and inflicted, all is reason-
able. God has a right to demand per-
fect obedience from his perfect crea-
ture when placed under perfect condi-
tions, as in Adam’s case. And the de-
cree that none shall live everlastingly
except the perfect, is both a wise and
a just provision for the everlasting wel-
fare of all God’s creatures.

There is a depth of meaning in the
Creator’s words, as he sent forth his
fairly tried and justly condemned crea-
tures, among the thorns and briars, to
labor and pain, and sorrow, and dis-
eas and to be subject to the casualties
and calamities of nature’s unfinished
work. He said, “Cursed is the ground
for thy sake;” i. e, The earth in gen-
eral is in its present imperfect condi-
tion for your profit and experience;
even though you may not esteem it so.
‘Adam would have sought to retain
continual access to the garden fruits,
to avoid severe labor and to enable
him to fully sustain his vital powers
and live forever; but in loving consid-
eration for man's ultimate good, no less
than in justice, and in respect for his
own sentence of death, God prevented
this and guarded the way back to the
Garden; in order that the death sen-
tence should not fail of execution, in
order that sinners should not live for-
ever and thus perpetuate sin.

The children of the condemned pair
inherited their fall. imperfections and
weaknesses, and also the penalties of
these; for “who can bring a clean thing
out of an unclean?’ The whole race,
therefore, as convict laborers, have not
only been learning what sin and evil
are, and their undesirable results, but
by their labor and skill they are serv-
ing to prepare the earth and bring it as
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a whole to the full perfection designed
for it, and illustrated in the condition
of Eden—ready for a further purpose
of God of which none but his children
(and not all of them) are made aware
through the Scriptures.

We can see, then, that labor and toil
were prescribed for man’s good. They
have kept him so employed that he
could not plan and consummate evil to
the same extent that he otherwise
would have done. And as the earth
becomes more fertile, approaching per-
fection, man’s vitality becomes less;
so that now, with greater leisure to
plot and scheme and grow wise in evil,
the period of life in which to do so
is shorter. What a mercy in disgulse
is present shortness of life, under pres-
ent circumstances! Were some of our
“shrewd business men” who accumu-~
Jate millions of money, and grasp great
power in a few short years, to live 930
years, as Adam did, what might we
expect but that one man, or at most a
svndicate or trust, would own every
foot of land, control every drop of
water and every breath of air, and
have the rest of the race for their
dupes and slaves?

God’'s action, then, in exposing his
creatures to death, pain and various
calamities, it must be seen, was, first
of all, one which related only to his
present life on earth, and to no other;
for of any continuance of life, in any
other locality, God did not give him
the slightest intimation. On the con-
trary, the words of the penalty were:
“Dust thou art and unto dust shalt
thou return™ — “dyiug thua shalt Qe
—Gen. 3:19; 2:17, margin. .

True, God gave promise that, some-
how and at some time, a son of the
woman should accomplish a deliver-
ance. But it was then vague and in-
definite, merely a glimmer of hope, to
show them that though God dealt se-
verely with them, and on lines of law
and justice, yet he sympathized with
them, and would, ultimately, without
violating justice or ignoring his own
righteous sentence of death, bring
succor.

God Just, Yet the Justifier of Sinners

Paul tells us that God adopted a meth-
od for the recovery of man from that
original sentence of death that came
upon all as the result of Adam’s fall,
which would show the justice of his
sentence and the unchangeableness of
his decrees, and yet permit such as are
sick of sin to use their experience wise-
1y, and to return to harmony and obe-
dience to their Creator and his just
and reasonable laws and regulations.

This Divine Plan, by which God
could remain just and unchangeable in
his attitude toward sin and sinners,
and yet release the well-disposed from
the penalty of sin (death and disfavor),
is stated by the Apostle in Rom.
3:24-26.

In brief, this plan provided that an-
other man who, by obedience to the
law of God, should prove his worthi-
ness of eternal life, might, by the will-
ing sacrifice of the life to which he
was thus proved worthy, redeem the
forfeited life of Adam and of his pos-
terity who lost life through him; for
it is written, “In Adam all die,” and
“By the offence of one, sentence of con-
demnation came on all men.”—I Cor.
15:22; Rom. 5:12, 18.

The Redeemer

Since the condemnation to death was
thus upon all men, and since another
man newly created and inexperienced
as Adam was, though just as favorably
situated, would have been similarly lia-
ble to fall, God devised the marvelous
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plan of transferring his only begotten
Son from the spiritual to the human
nature, and thus provided a man fit
for sacrifice— “the man Christ Jesus
who gave himself a ransom for all;”
“who, though he was rich [though he
was possessed of glory and honor and
riches of wisdom and power above both
angels and men], nevertheless for our
sakes became poor (humbling himself
to a lower nature, that of a man, be-
coming obedient even unto death] that
we through his poverty might be made
rich.’—I Tim. 2:5, 6; 2 Cor. 8:9.

Thus the one first created, “the first«
born of all creation” (Col. 1:15), “the
beginning of the creation of God”
{Rev. 3:14), the one who had known
God’s character longer, more fully and
more intimately than any other being,
the one in fact who had been Jehovah’s
chief and honored, intelligent and ac-
tive Agent in the creation of angels as
well as of men, the one by whom all
things were made, and aside from
whom not anything was made (John
1:3; Col. 1:16, 17) — this great being,
Jehovah's Prime Minister, and next to
himself in dignity, the Almighty en-
trusted with the great work of redeem-
tng and restoring mankind.

To redeem them would cost the sac-
rifice of the Son’s own life as their ran-
som price, with all that that implied of
suffering and self-denial. To restore
them (such of them as should prove
worthy — whosoever wills) would re-
quire the exercise of divine power to
open the prison-house of death, and to
break the fetters of sin and prejudice
and superstition, and give to all the re-
deemed the fullest opportunity to de-
cide whether they love good or evil,
righteousness or sin, truth or error—to
destroy all who love and work iniquity,
and to develop and perfect again all
who love and choose life upon its only
condition—righteousness.

To know the Father’s plan and his
privilege of co-operation in its execu-
tion, was to appreciate it and joyfully
engage therein. Willingly our Lord
Jesus lald aside the glory of the higher
nature which he had had with the
Father from before the creation of
man. (John 17:5; 2 Cor. 8:9). He was
“made flesh” (John 1:14; Heb. 2:14),
became a man at thirty years of age,
and then began the great work of sac-
rifice, the sacrifice of himself, for the
cancellation of the sin of the first man,
to recover Adam and his race by dying
on their behalf, as their Redeemer.
By giving Justice the price of their
liberty from Divine condemnation, he
sccures the legal right to cancel the
sentence of condemnation to death
against them, and hence the right to
resurrect or restore to life and to all
the lost estate and blessings, “whom-
soever he wills.” (John 5:21.) And
he wills to restore all who shall prove
worthy. And to prove who are worthy
of everlasting life will be the object
of the Millennial reign.—I Tim. 2:4; 2
Pet. 3:9.

This fact that our Lord’s mission to
earth at the first advent was to die
for the race, that he might undo the
results of Adam’s transgression, and to
secure the right to resurrect them and
restore them, is clearly stated by the
Apostle.—See, Rom. 5:6-12, 16-19, 213
1 Cor. 15:21-24.

By His Knowledge

Though tempted in all points like as
we (his “brethren”) are, he ignored his
own will (Luke 22:42; John 4:34; 5:30)
and all suggestions from others con-
trary to God’s pian (Matt. 16:23; L.uke
4-4, 8, 12), and obeyed God implicitly.
And therein lay the secret of his suc-
cess. Temptations did not overcome
him, as they did even the perfect man
Adam, because of the fulness of his

consecration to the Divine will
and plan; and this fulness of con-
secration and trust was the Te-

sult of his intimate knowledge of the
Father and his unbounded confidence

——]
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in his wisdom, love and power. He
had knowledge of his previous exist-
ence as a spirit being with the Father
(John 17:5; 3:12, 13). Our Lord’s suc-
cess, then, was the result of being
rightly exercised by his knowledge of
God; as il is written, “By his knowl-
edge shall my righteous servant justify
many, while bearing their iniquities.”—
Isa. 53:11.

The suggestive thoughts here are
two: First, that even a poerfect man
failed in trial because of the lack of
full appreciation of God's greatness,
goodness and resources. Secondly, the
knowledge (as in Satan’s case) would
be valueless, if unaccompanied by sin-
cere love and consecration to (od's
will. A lesson _further, to Christ's
“brethren,” 1is, that knowledge and
consecration are both essential to their
following in the Master's footsteps.

Among men he and his mission
were not really known; even his most
ardent followers and admirers at first
supposed that his mission was merely
to heal some of the sick Jews, and to
advance their nation to the rulership
of a dying world, and to be a teachcr
of morals; they saw notat first that his
mission was to lay the foundation of a
world-wide empire, which should in-
clude not only the living, but also the
dead, of Adam’s race, and which should
insure everlastingly peace and joy to
all the worthy, by eradicating, forever,
sin and all who love it after fully com-
prehending its character in contrast
with righteousness. Even his friends
and disciples were slow to realize these
grand dimensions of his work, though
he continually repeated them, and bore
witness, saying: ‘The Son of Man
came to glve his life a ransom for
many;” “Verily, verily, the hour is
coming* when the dead shall hear the
voice of the Son of God, and they that
hear [heed] shall live.” “The Lord hath
sent me to preach deliverance to the
captives [of death] and recovering ot
sight to the [mentally, morally and
physically] blind; to set atliberty them
that are bruised”—injured by the
Adamic fall.—Matt. 20:28; John 5:25;
Luke 4:18.

The sacrifice of the Redeemer's all,
as man’s ransom price, was offered at
the time he was thirty years old—at
his baptism. And there the offering
was accepted by Jehovah, as marked by
his anointing with the spirit. Thence-
forth, he spent the three and a half
vears of his ministry in using up the
consecrated life already offered; and
this he completed at Calvary. There
the price of our liberty was paid in full.
«It is finished!” It holds good; it is
acceptable by the grace of God, as the
offset and c« vering for every weakness
and sin of the first man, and his po3s-
terity, resulting either directly, or in-
directly, from the first disobedience and
its fall. All that is necessary since,
for a full return to divine favor and
communion and to an inheritance in
the Paradise of God, which the great
Redeemer in due time has promised to

_establish in the entire earth, as at first

in the Garden of Eden, is a recognition
of sin, full repentance, and a turning
from sin to righteousness. Christ will
establish righteousness in the earth by
the Kingdom of God, which he has
promised shall be established and for
which he has bidden us wait and hope,
and for which he taught us to pray,
“Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done
on earth even as it is done in heaven.”

4YE SHALL ALL LIKEWISE
PERISH"”

Death, in whatever form it may
come, is perishing, ceasing to exist. All
mankind, through Adam’'s transgres-
sion, came under condemnation to loss
of life, to “pe "ish,” “to be as though they
had not been.”” And only one way of
escape from that condemnation has
been provided (Acts 4:12.) Because
of Christ’s redemptive work all may
escape perishing by accepting the con-
ditions of life. During Christ’s Mil-
lennial reign those whom Pilate slew,
and those upon whom the tower of Si-
loam fell, and all others of the race,
sharers in the death penalty now upon
all, will be released from the tomb,
brought to a knowledge of Christ, his
ransom work, and their privilege of
repentance and full restitution to di-
vine favor — life, etc. Thus seen, the
Adamic death penalty was—to perish;
but it will be canceled by Christ’s
Ransom, so far as it relates to those
who, when brought to know the Re-
deemer, shall forsake sin. No longer
should it be regarded as a perished con-
dition, but as a “sleep” (John 11:11-14;
Matt. 9:24; I Thes. 4:14; 5:10), from
which the Redeemer will awaken all,
to give each who did not have it be-
fore being overtaken by Adamic death,
a full, individual opportunity to escape
perishing and live forever. Yet, finally,
all who shall fail to repent and lay hold
upon the gracious Life-giver shall per-
ish; they will fail to obtain the full

® Sinaitic MS. omits the words “and now is.”

restitution provided; they shall never
see [perfect} life [full restitution] for
the wrath or condemnation of God will
abide on them, condemning themn to
death # unworthy of life. As this will
be their second condemnation, and an
individual one, so the penalty will be
the Second Death, which will not be
generai to the race, but only upon such
individuals as refuse God’'s favor of
reconciliation and life.

Under that blessed and wise rule of
Christ as King of nations,* all the evil,
depraved tendencies inherited from the
fall and from the six thousand years
of degradation, will be restrained, held
in check, by superhuman wisdom, love
and power; and all being brought tg 3
clear knowledge of the truth iIn its
every phase, all will be fairly and fully
tested. The lovers of righteousness
will be perfected and given control of
the perfected earth, while those loving
unrighteousness under that clear light
of knowledge and experience will, as
followers of Satan’s example, be utter-
1y destroyed in the Second Death. The
first death is the destruction to which
all were subjected by Adam’s .in, but
from which all will be recovered by the
Lord Jesus sacrifice; and the Second
Peath is that destruction which will
overtake those who, though redeemed
by Christ from the first death, shall, by
their own wilful conduct, merit and re-
ceive death again. This Second Death
means their utter destructien, without
hope of another redemption or resur-
rection, for Christ dieth no more. Nor
could any good reason for their fur-
ther trial be assigned; for the trial
granted during the Millennial age un-
der Christ, as Judge, will be a thorough
and fair and individual and final trial.
—J Cor. 15:25.

As our Lord Jesus used the calami-
ties of his time as illustrating the just
penalty against all who do not flee sin
and lay hold upon the Redeemer and
Life-giver, so we use them. We de-
clare that destruction, perishing, is
the just penalty of sin taught in the
Scriptures. We denounce as un-Scrip-
tural the eternal torment theory, so
generally believed by God’s children, as
one of Satan’s blasphemous slanders
against God’s character. And we pro-
claim that only by faith in the Re-
deemer, repentance and reformation,
can the gift of God, eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord, be obtained.
Whoever hears the offer of life is re-
sponsible to the extent that he under=-
stands it; and according to God's
promise and plan all mankind shall, at
some time, either during the Gospel
age, or during the coming Millennial
Age, be brought to a full, clear appre-
ciation of these conditions and oppor-
tunities, with fullest opportunities for
repentance and life.

Calamities, then, are to be regarded,
generally, as accidents, attributable to
human imperfection and lack of expe-
rience, or to disturbances incidental to
the preparation of the earth for its
more quiet and perfect condition dur-
ing the Sabbath, or Seventh Thousand
years (the Millennium), and for its
state of absolute perfection forever
after the Millennium, during which, un-
der Christ's direction, it shall be given
its finishing touches and be made fully
ready for the redeemed race, which his
reign shall prepare also to rightly use
and enjoy and rule the perfected earth.
And man is exposed to these calami-
ties and accidents, and not defended
from them by his Almighty Creator,
because, first, man is a sinner con-
demned to death, and is not to be
spared from it, but must be allowed
to pass through it; and secondly, by
the present experiences with trouble
and sorrow and pain, all of which are
but elements of death, mankind is
learning a lesson and laying up in store
an experience with sin and its awful
concomitants, sorrow, pain and death,
which will be valuable in that Millen-
nial Age, when each shall be required
to choose between good and evil. The
evil they now learn first; the good, and
its blessed results and rewards, but
dimly seen at present, will be fully dis-
played then—during the Millennium.

Special Providences for the Saints.

But some one inquires, If this be
God’'s plan for redeeming the world by
the death of his Son, and justifying
and restoring all who believe in and
accept of him, and obey and love
righteousness, why did not the Millen-
p—— e

* Not visible in flesh, however, for he is no
tonger flesh, having been highly exalted again
ofter he had finished the flesh-life by giving
it as our ramnsom price. -

nial reign of Christ, with its favorable
conditions and powerful restraints, be-
gin at once, as soon as Christ had given
the ransom-price at Calvary; instead
of compelling those who would follow
righteousness to “sail through bloody
seas” and suffer for righteousness’ sake?
O.P.else, why not have postponed the
giving of the ransom until the close of
tne six thousand years of evil and the
inauguration of the Miilennial reign?
Or, at least, if the present order of
events is best in the Divine wisdom,
why does not God specially protect
fro_m calamities, accidents, sorrow,
pain, death, etc.,, those who have fully
accepted of Christ and who have sacri-
ficed and are using their ali in the
service of righteousness?

Ah, yes! The subject would be in-
complete were this point left wun-
touched. The consecrated saints, the

Church of the Gospel Age, ara a “pecu-
liar people,” different from the remain-
der of the race; and God's dealings
with them are peculiar and different
also. Calamities, great and small, con-
tinually involve God's saints as well as
the worldly, and seemingly as much by
accident. But herein the Lord provides
tests for our faith—intended either to
turn us back, if we have not sufficient
faith to permit further progress, or to
develop and strengthen and increass
our faith if we have it, and will exer-
cise it under Divine direction.

The Lord’s assurance to his truly
consecrated, spirit-begotten children 1s,
that all things shall work together for
good to them. (Rom. 8:28.) God assures
them that having entered into a new
relationship with him, all of their af-
fairs are henceforth his affairs and
concern. Consequently, they may real-
ize, fully, that however the world may
be subject to accidents, incidental to
present imperfect conditions under the
curse, God’s “little ones” are his pecu-
liar care. Not a hair of their heads
may suffer injury without his knowl-
edge and consent. (Matt. 10:30; Luke
12:7.) How wonderful! And vet how
reasonable when we recall the assur-
ance that, “Like as a father pitieth his
children, so the Lord pitleth them that
reverence him.”—Psalm 103:13.
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ﬁrmaing CToward the Mark

“Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended; but this ome thing I do,
things that are behind, and reaching forth to those things that are

forgetting those
before, I press down

o upon the Mark for the prize of the high calling in Christ Jesus.”—Phil, 3:13, 14.

WE ARE glad that, by the grace of
God, we have been deliverzd
from the terrible nightmare of eter-
nal torment which for so many of us
for years darkened our understanding
)f the Divine purposes set before us in
the Bible. We are glad, not merely
for our own sakes, but for the world of
mankind, that we now see that the
wilful rejectors of Divine Love and

- its provision will die the Second Death,

perish, “Be as though they had not

been.” We are glad that the Apostle

80 explicitly stated this, saying, “Who

shall be punished with everlasting de-

struction” — a destruction from which
there shall be no redemption, no re-

covery, no resurrection.—2 Thes. 1:9.
But it is not enough for us to know

that our Creator has no fiendish inten-

tions towards us. Rather this knowl-
edge of the mercy and love of God
should draw our hearts to him and in-
cline’us to love him in return, and to
seek to do those things which would
please God, and which incidentally
would bring to us, according to his ar-
rangement, the highest amount of fa-
vor and blessing. This also is the

Apostle’s suggestion, saying, “Not that

we first loved God, but that he first

loved us, and sent his Son to be a sat-

isfaction for our sins.” (1 John 4:10.)

And again, “The love of Christ con-

straineth us, for we thus judge * * #

that we henceforth live not unto our-
selves, but unto him who died for us.”

—2 Cor. 5:14, 15.

Our text addresses those who have
responded to God’s love, and who have
become “followers of God, as dear
children,” followers of the Redeemer,
“walking in his footsteps,” as he hath
set us an example. Notice the state-
ment, “I count not myself to have ap-
prehended”’—to have grasped or taken
possession of. In the preceding verse
the Apostle tells us that the Lord ap-
prehended him—Ilai@ hold upon him,
when he was in a hopeless condition.
He laid hold upon Saul because he
.was honest-héarted, even while wrong-
headed. He opened Saul's eyes ‘and
gave him a helping hand out of his
condition as a wanderer from God and
2. member of the fallen race. He of-
fered to keep hold of him and to lead
him, if he were willing, to exceeding
glory and the divine nature, though
the way would be a narrow and diffi-
cult and self-sacrificing. one—impossi-
ble for all except those who at heart
love the Lord and desire to avail them-
selves of the Lord’s assisting grace.
Note that the Apostle had not laid
hold upon our Lord, but reversely the
Lord had laid hold upon him, and had
opened his eyes of understanding to
discern the prize of the high calling,
promising everything in the way of as-
sistance and grace, if he continued sin-
cerely earnest in his endeavor to grasp
that prize, to lay hold upon it, to ap-
prehend it.

Follow Us Who Follow Jesus.

ft is a mistake to suppose that the
Apostles and the early Church were
called with any different calling or
privilege from that which appertains
to the entire Gospel Age. It is a mis-
take to suppose that the Scriptures rec-
ognize a clerical class and laity in tl}e
Church, and that the terms and condi-
tions and narrow way and sacrifices
and crown of glory at the end were
intended only for the clergy. On the
contrary the Scriptures assure us that
the Church as a whole is a Royal
Priesthood and that each faithful one
is to be a sharer in the work of sacri-
ficing, as well as in the coming glory
of the Millennial Kingdom.

In order to undérstand what the
Apostle meant by forgetting the things
behind, let us note the context preced-
ing and apply it individually, each to
himself. St. Paul had been accused of
disrespect to the Jewish Law of Cir-
cumcision, because he pointed out that
it was not intended for nor necessary
to the Gentiles— because he pointed
out that it was merely a type of
the cutting off or putting away. of
the filth of the flesh from our minds
and hearts. But “circumcision of the
heart” has in the Church taken the
place of circumcision of the flesh com-
manded to the Jewish Church, whose
day passed with Pentecost. The Apostle
proceeds to show that if he chose to
boast of his zeal for the Law, he would
have as much to say for himself as
could any Jew. But he declares that
those things which he had before
counted as gain, as something to be
éboastful of, as something to glory in,
he now counted as loss and dross for
the privilege of having a sha're with
! Christ in the sufferings of this pres-
ent time, and by and by a share in his

glorious Millennial Kingdom. He was
willing to count everything of his pre-
vious hopes and ambitions as “loss and
dross,” as unworthy of the slightest no-
tice, because of the knowledge he had
gained of Jesus as the Messiah, and be-
cause of the privilege that had come to
him of being a follower of Jesus, in his
footsteps of suffering in the present
life and in joint-heirship with him in
the glories of the future. These earth-
ly things bechind he was daily losing
sight of, and hoped might never again
have .a place in_his heart and ambi-
tions, which were now turned in an-
other direction entirely. And so, dear
friends should it be with us.

That | May Know Him.

The Apostle, at the time he wrote
these words, was far from ignorant of
his Saviour, but intimates that the
more he knew, the more he realized
the length and breadth and height and
depth of the love of God, “manifested
in Jesus.” He wanted to know him
more and more. He wanted that inti-
mate heart communion and fellowship
which would enable him to take the
Lord’s view of every incident and ex-
Perience of life, that thus he might
be the partaker of the sufferings of
Christ, and bearer of the cross of
Christ daily. Nor was this the end of
his _ambitions. Beyond this, having
hedrd of the Father’s intention that
all believers who would become “cop-
ies of his Son” should be sharers with
him in his glorious nature and King-
dom, the Apostle was anxious to know
the Lord to the full and to enter with
him into the heavenly glory. That was
the prize set before him in the Gospel
of Messiah, which had changed his
whole life current, so that those whom
he once despised and persecuted he
now loved and served; -so that the
things he used to enjoy were now re-
pulsive, and tHe things -he once dis-
dained now filled his heart and en-
thused him and occupied his time and

energy. The things before him_ wete s0.

glorious thati_the things behind, which
once seemed grand, now seemed puny,
insignificant, unworthy — dross.

‘What he saw before him he tells us.

He calls it the “prize” and says that
it is to be attained only by believers—
and then only through consecration
unto death. More than this, they
would need g resurrection before they
could enter into those glories; not such
a resurrection as will be made possi-
ble to the remainder of Adam’s race,
but a special resurrection, called else-
where the “First (chief) Resurrection.”
The Apostle here speaks of this resur-
rection, in which himself and all the
faithful of the elect Church shall share
as being a part of “His (Christ’s)
Resurrection.”
‘Was the resurrection of our Lord dif-
ferent from that which will come to
mankind. in general? Yes, indeed!
Mankind in general will be privileged
to be resurrected, raised up, not only
out of the tomb to such a condition as
is now enjoyed, but beyond this, grad-
ually, during the Millennium, to be
raised up, up, up to human perfection—
to all that was lost in Adam and re-
deemed by Christ through his obedi-
ence even unto death, the death of the
cross. But Christ’s resurrection was
different from that of the world.
And the resurrection of the Church,
“Which is his Body,” will be like his,
different from that provided for the
world in general. (Eph. 1:23.) This
resurrection of ‘“The Christ (Jesus the
Head and the Church, his Body)” the
Apostle describes minutely in 1 Cor.
15:42-49. .

He here speaks of the “First Resur-
rection,” “His Resurrection,” as “The
Resurrection” of the special and pecu-
liar class of the dead — “The dead in
Christ” —those who lay down their
lives in sacrificial service, as members
of Christ. Note the Apostle’s words,
“If by any means I might attain unto

THE resurrection of THR dead.”
(Phil. 3:11.) To attain this glorious
resurrection, provided only for the

spirit-begotten members of the Anoint-
ed, he was glad to have fellowship in
the sufferings of Christ and to conform
to his experiences so as to have
share in his death. Is it so with us,
dear brethren and sisters? Are we
thus in earnest? Does the prizé of the
Divine calling thus shine before the
eyes of our understanding, making
every other ambition insignificant dross
in comparison?”

“This One Thing | Do.”

Ah! this was the secret of the Apos-
tle’s great success—“This one thing I
do.” He concentrated his time, his
thought, his energy, upon this one ob-

‘What can he mean?

Jject or goal, which proved the brighter
and more valuable to his appreciation
every hour, True, there were ordinary
things of life, such as eating " and
drinking and resting and, at one time,
tent-making, which occupied some of
his hours. But these were not para-
mount, were not dominating.. He as-
pired, not to be known as the greatest
or most expert tent-maker. He as-
pired not to amass great wealth in that
or any other labor or business. He
lived not for his belly, nor did he, as a
sluggard, waste valuable time in sleep.
Every hour, every energy, had been
devoted to God and his service—and

accepts amongst his consecrated dis-
ciples those of various degrees of”
mental, moral and physical degener-
acy. The justification which he pro-
vides makes up for the blemishes of”
each, for the more blemished as well
as for the less blemished.

We are to bear in mind that there:
is no development in heaven, and
hence perfection of character must be-
attained by the saints before they die.
And, similarly, the world during the
Millennium must attain this perfect
development before the close of the
age in order to be fit for eternal life,.
according to the Divine promise and
standards.

was so applied, not of compulsion, nor _

of slavish fear, but out of a faithful
heart, appreciating the privileges and
anxious to show to the Lord his loving
devotion. Is it so with us? If it has not
]aeen so with all of us in the past, shall
it notbeso with us now—our vow to the
Lord renewed? Shall we not cast aside
and forget the earthly aims and proj-
ects which occupied us and devote our
time and energy and strength and
thought to the Lord? Shall we not lay
aside every ‘weight, and whatever may
be our besetting sin, and resolve or
vow to the Lord today “To run with
patience the race that is set before
us?’—Heb. 12:1.

‘Whoever divides his heart, whoever
attempts to serve the interests of sev-
eral equally, will surely fail. Not only
does such a half-way course fail to
meet with the Divine approval as
worthy of joint-heirship in the King-
dom with Christ, but it fails also to
meet the world’s approval znd to gain
the advantages of this. present life,
Each of us, therefore, should sit down
and count the cost, and reap the bene-
fits accruing. If we believe that it
would pay us best to serve mammon,
then we should serve mammon with all
our hearts. But if experience and the
‘Word of God bring us to the conclu-
sion that only the service of God can
bring us truest happiness in the pres-
ent and the future life, and if we hear
the Master’s- words to us, “Ye cannot
serve God and mammon,” then let us
determine to serve the Lord and not
Serve mammon, but merely use mam-
mon and advantages of life as special
assistances leading on to God, to right-
eousness, to self-sacrifices for joint-
heirship in the Kingdom with our Lord
and all the faithful, .

Some Things to Be Remembered.

The Apostle surely never meant
that everything behind should be for-
‘gotten; for, in that event, all the val-
uable lessons of life, which we have
learned in the School of Christ, would
be lost to us. We want to remember
life’s experiences. We want to profit
by them. We desire that every failure
shall be discerned, and its cause, that,
by remembering the same, we shall
not from similar weaknesses of the
flesh, fall again into the same snare
of the Adversary. We desire that all
the lessons of life, which have cost
us so much in the School of Christ,
shall be cherishea and grow more val-
uable to us every day. -Let this also
be our endeavor to see to it that no
valuable lesson is lost, and that those
lessons of the past are clearly and
firmly held.

But, on the other hand, there are
certain things connected with the ex-
periences of God’s children in the past
that they are invited to forget, and to
remember that God has forgotten them
and blotted them out, in so far as
there was a record against us.

But all this is faith; God’s dealing
with the Elect Church during this Gos-
pel Age is on that basis. “We walk by
faith, and not by sight.” "Whoever can-
not exericse faith cannot have the
blessings now proffered to the believer,
but must wait for the next Dispensa-
tion, in which sight will be granted

and works will be required. And there p

are different degrees of faith; those
standing the severest tests thereby evi-
dence their preparation for God’s fa-
vors of the future life beyond the vail.
Let us, then, learn to exercise faith in
all the glorious promises of God’s
‘Word, but not credulity in the words
of man. One of the most beneficent

-uses of faith is in connection with the

realization of the “forgiveness of our
sins that are past, by the forbearance
of God.” In proportion as we can real-
ize this and act upon it, it gives us
confidence and joy and peace and prep-
aration for further Divine leadings
and blessings.

‘We have heretofore suggested what
we now wish to further, if possible,
emphasize;  namely, the fact that
there is a Divine standard of holiness,
of righteousness, which, if it be not
attained, will mean our non-accept-
ance by the Lord as members of his
Elect Church; and, more than this, our
unfitness for eternal life upon any
plane. This standard of character, or
mark of perfection, as we have
pointed out, is not a standard or mark
of fleshly perfection, because the L.ord

. as respects the sins

Pressing Toward the Mark.

Is it asked to what extent will thig-
standard of perfect love in the heart.
manifest itself in the flesh? We an-
Swer, that during the Millennial Age-
it will manifest itself perfectly in the-
flesh, for the world then .will be-
judged according to the actual attain--
ments in their flesh, and perfection by-
restitution will be not only possible,.
but required. But as for us of the.
Gospel Age, we who are being judged.
not according to the flesh but accord-
Ing to the spirit, to what extent will.
the new mind, the new nature, when.
at the Mark of Perfect Love, be able
to govern and control the flesh? Our-
answer is, that the degrees of controk
will vary much according to the de-
grees of imperfection with which the-
mortal body is afflicted.

The only standard which we can set.
forth is that the new nature, new
mind, new will, would be very regret-
ful, very sorrowful, in respect to any .
laches, or errors, of its mortal body.
The Lord would know (and perhaps:
the brethren also to some extent) of
the New Creature’s endeavor to con-
trol the mortal body by the degree of
its grief in connection with every er-
ror,‘a!nd its continually renewed effort
to bring every power of the body, and
eéven every thought, into complete sub-
Jection to the will of God in Christ.
Any sympathy with sin is an evidence
that the New Creature is not at the
Mark. And no sympathy with sin, but
constant endeavor for righteousness,
1s evidence that it is at the Mark.

Some may be at this Mark for a
Ionger and some for a shorter period.
Our Lord was surely at. it from the
beginning of his ministry. He was
tested <inere, while at the Mark of
perfect love. All the besetments of
the Adversary and of the world faile@
to move him from that position of per-
fect love. He laid down his life at
this Mark. St. Paul was surely at this
Mark for many years before his
actual death. He was continually: lay-
ing down his life for the brethren,
contl'nual'ly serving his enemies and
braying for them; and surely he wasg
continually loving angd serving the
Lord with his every Power and talent.

No Christian should be satisfied
with a long delay in reaching the
Mark. The milk of the Word shoula
be rece}ved, its strength should be
appropriated, spiritual sight and spir-
itual energy should quickly follow, and
strong meat of Divine Truth should
speqdl%y bring to full maturity the
Christian character. And once attalneq,
it should be held at any cost through
all the trials and difficulties which
the Advgrsary, and the world, and the
ﬂesl}, might be permitted to bring
against us. The severest temptationg
come after we have reached the Mark
—temptations to slackness in service
of God; temptations to withhold parts
of our -sacrifice; temptations to deal
ur_nkmdly, uncharitably, unlovingly
with the brethren, or unjustly with
our neighbor, or ungenerously with
our enemies. All of these must be
resisted as we prize our eternal life,
as we prize the promise of joint-heir-
shlp and fellowship with our Redeem-
er In His Kingdom.

Whoever sees thig subject

do with a

Wwhich will tho
his courage, Toughly test his loyalty,

Adversary’s attacks.

So then, let us, with the Apos

remember all of God’s favors (I))f gﬁe’
past, as well as of the present, and re-
member the lessons learned through
our experiences, including our stum-
blings and failures. But let us put
away every feeling of condemnation
which God hag
“We may assure
in love,” and let
greatness, if we

freely forgiven, that
our hearts before him
us forget our worldly
h:?.d any, our  worldly prospects and
aims and ambitions and triumphs ang
ﬂz'ztteries, and let us set our affections,
alms, purposes, zeal, on the things that
are before, and make haste towards -
them, with full assurance of faith in
him who promised them. Thus may we
come off conquerors and have most
profitable years—by his grace!
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Mnrientific and Unchristian

TH'E following criticism of a minis-
ter’s address from the Scranton

(Pa.) “Times” is worthy of circulation:

Editor of “The Times,” Scranton, Pa.:

Dear Sir: Public attention having
been called to the doctrines of Christian
Science, by the lecture of Rev. Irving
C. Tomlinson, reported in the public
press, it has occurred to me, that both
the friends and opponents of this the-
ory would welcome public expressions
on the subject; hence my letter.

One of the first points that Rev.
Tomlinson made is that Mrs. Eddy’s
views have been accepted hy many
“learned scholars, wise judges,” -etc.

But now, hear the Word of the Lord-

regarding those who accept the doc-
trines which Christ himself taught: “I
thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven
and earth, because thou hast hid these
things from the wise and prudeut, and
hast revealed them unto babes.”—I"att.
11:25. “For ye see your calling, bretii-

ren, how that not many wise men after-

the flesh, not mary mighty, not manyp
noble are called.”—I Cor. 1:26.

Prosperity Not a Proof of Merit

The second point Rev. Tomlinson
makes is its growth, Hear the Word of
the Lord: ¢“For there shall arise false

. Christs, and false prophets, and shall
show great signs and wonders; inso-

, much that if it were possible, they shall
deceive the very elect.”—Matt, 24:24.
“There shall be false teachers among
you, who privily shall bring in damna-
ble heresies, even denying the Lord
that bought them.” “And many shzll
follow their pernicious ways.”—2 Peter
2:1, 2.

The thira point Rev. Tomlinson
makes is its financial prosperity. Hear
the Word of the Lord: “Woe unto you
that are rich! for ye have received your

_eonsolation,” (Luke 6:24.) “Hearken,
my beloved brethren, hath mnot God
chosen the poor of this world rich in
faith, and heirs of the kingdom which
he hath promised to them that love
him?”’ (James 2:5.) “I will spue thee
out of my mouth because thou sayest L
am rich and increased with goods, and
have need of nothing; and knowest not
that thou are wretched, and miserable,
and poor, and blind and naked.’—Rev.
3:16, 17.

The fourth point Rev. Tomlinson
makes is that Christian Science docs
not deny the true personality of God.
Hear Mrs. Eddy on this point: “Jeho-
vah is not a person. God is principle.”
Principle is “life, truth, love, substance
and intelligence.” “In divine Science,
God and men are inseparable, as Prin-
ciple and its idea.” “Woman is the
highest term for man.” There you have

it! Mrs. Eddy is God. She has proved
it! Nothing could be more simple. Now
hear the Word of the Lord: “Thus
saith Jehovah, thy Redeemer, and he
that formed three from the womb; I am
Jehovah that maketh all things; that
stretcheth forth the  heavens alone
[without Mrs. Eddy’s help]; that
spreadeth abroad the earth by myself;
that frustrateth the tokens of the liars
and maketh diviners mad; that turneth
wise men backward, and maketh their
knowledge foolish.”—7Iza. 44:24, 25.
Rev. Tomlinson’s fifth point is that
it does not deny the Atonement. Hear
Mrs. Eddy on this point: “Not the
dcath of the cross, but the cross-bear-
ing deathless life, that Jesus left forthe
example of mankind, ransoms from sin
211 who follow it.” Now hear the Word
of the Lord: “Forasmuch as ye know
that ye were not redeemed with cor-
runtible things, as silver and gold; but
with the precious blood of Christ.”—
Peter 1:18, 19. ““Thou wast slain, and
hast redeemed us to God by thy blood.”
—Rev. 5:9. “Tor I delivered unto you
first of all that which I also received,
how that Christ died for our sins ac-
cording to the Scriptures.”—I. Cor. 15:3.

“Many Wonderful Works” Not Proof

Rev. Tomlinson’s sixth point is that
Christian Science is one of the many
bocies of worshippers which lay greot
stress on the subject of healing. IZe
says: “It has been mistakenly sup-
pozed by some that, though the dicci-
rles healed the sick while Jesus wos
with them, their power ceased when he
was gone.”” At this point of his dis-
course Rev. Tomlinson came very near
to making a correct statement. His
principal error is in the use of the
word “mistakenly.”  Christian people
who know their Bibles, understand very
well that the gifts of healing possessed
t7 the early Church were bestowed
uoon it as a means for its introduction
to the attention of mankind, some one
or more gifts being conferred, at the
hands of the Apostles, upon all whd
confessed Christ by immersion. The
power of conferring those gifts was
vested by our Lord in his twelve Apos-
tles, of whom, by Divine arrangement,
Paul was one. None others in their day
or since have been able to confer those
gifts which Paul describes; hence they
did “vanish away” when the apostles
died. By that time, the Church had
becn brought prominently before the
attention of the world, and those
miraculous gifts were not necessary;
and by that time, too, they began to
have the New Testament and parts of

the Old Testament in the possession of

each congregation, so that coming to-
gether they could edify and instruct
and build one another up with the
truth from those inspired sources, and
not longer require, as at first, the
miraculoug gifts as a means for their
edification and instruction. It was this
apostolic privilege, of bestowing these
gifts upon others, which Simon Magus
wanted to purchase with money, for
which he was so sharply reproved. Get
your Bible and read about the experi-

_ences of Simon Magus, the first great

would-be Christian Science teacher, in
Acts 8:13-20.

Interpolation, Not Scripture

Rev. Tomlinson goes on to say: “In
his farewell address to the members of
his church, the Master said as reported
in the last chapter of Mark: ‘These
signs shall follow them that believe; in
my name they shall cast out devils;
they shall speak with new tongues;
they shall take up serpents, and if they
drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt
them; they shall lay hands on the sick
and they shall recover.,” Right here is
where Rev. Tomlinson stuck his foot
into it, in bad shape,ifor allcareful Bible
students know that the last twelve
verses of the Book of Mark are wanting
in the Sinaitic and Vatican MSS,, the
oldest and most authentic copies of the
New Testament in existence. It is evi-
dent that Mark’s gospel was completed
for him about five centuries after he
wrote it, for the Alexandrine MS., writ-
ten in the fifth century, is the oldest
Greek MS.-which contains these verses.
Read these spurious verses carefully,
note the marginal reading in the Rea
vised Version, note their untruthfulness
in the light of facts, and mark them in
your Bible. I feel constrained to say to
Rev. Tomlinson that this is very bad
“Science.” It would have to go under
the classification referred to by the
Apostle when he warned Timothy
agcinst the erroneous teachings of
“Science falsely so called.”—1 Tim. 6:20.

Women Not Always Messengers of
Ligit

Rev. Tomlinson’s final point is that
“Christian Science was discovered and
founded by a woman,” and “in the
churches of this denomination, man
and woman unite in the conduct of the
Sunday services.” Right here he shows
again that Mrs. Eddy’s book, and not
the, Bible, is the true text-book of the
movement in which he is interested. No
one held woman in higher esteem than
our Lord, yet when choosing his twelve
Apostles, and later the seventy, he in-
cluded none of them. Nor were any
female members of the tribe of Levi
eligible to the priestly office. The first
woman was Satan’s first ambassador—
a successful one, too, in misleading the
first man and plunging the entire race
into sin and death. The Divine Program
runs counter to the natural tendency of
all men to specially esteem woman in
religious matters, This tendency is not-

able in the records of the past as well
as the present, as evidenced by the
Egyptian goddess Isis, the Assyrian
goddess Ashtaroth, the Grgek goddess
Diana, the Roman goddesses Juno and
Venus, the worship of Mary, the mother
of Jesus, the use of women as mediums
in Spiritualistic seances, 'and finally
the exaltation of Mrs. Eddy.

Hear the Word of the Lord: “Let the
woman learn in silence with a'l subjec-
tion. But I suffer not a w..aan to
teach, nor to usurp authority over the
man, but to be in gilence.” This is in
accord with the wishes of the best
women of all ages. The true woman
desires to retreat from the limelight of
publicity, and to put the responsibility
for Christian instruction where it prop-
erly belongs, upon the half of the hu-
man family that is best fitted to impart
such instruction without the damage to
character and disposition which so soon
mars the womanhood of the gentler sex,
when they take up duties for which
they were not by nature designed, and
from which they are prohibited by the
Word of God.

In conclusion, let me urge that the
true Christian does not need Mrs. Ed-
dy’s text-book. He has an infinitely
better one, namely, “The Word of God,
Wwhich liveth and abideth forever.” (I
Petey 1:23.) It is not Mrs. Eddy’s book,
but it is “The Holy Scriptures, which
are able to make thee wise unto salva-
tion.” (II Tim. 3:15.) It is through
them alone “That the man of God may
be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto
all good works.”

Let the Shadows Flee Away

It'was the Word of God, made clear
to me some years ago, through reading
the Scripture Study series of Bible
helps, that led me to see how un-Scrip-
tural is this Christian Science thecry,
and how -unscholarly and unscientific.
Christian © Science teaches thct the
meaning of certain words is as follows:.

- ADamn, or Error.

Eve.. Evil,

God. Good, or Principle.
Israel Is Real.

Mary.. . .Sweet,

Now that all may see just how child-
1sh is this method of twisting words, I
give the exact meaning of each of the
foregoing words in the Hebrew, from
which they were taken:

Adam..Of the Ground.
Eve....Life-Giving, or Life Sustainer.
God. ...Mighty One. -
Israel...Ruling with God.
Mary...Bitter,

In the case of the meaning of the
word Mary, Mrs. Eddy has made a
most ridiculous mess, for the word
comes from the Hebrew “Marah,” and
its only meaning is “Bitter.” Tur to
Exodus 15:23, and read for yourself:
“And when they came to Marah, they
could not drink of the waters of Marah,
for they were bitter; therefore, the
name of it was called Marah.”

Yours in behalf of the Old Book,

CLAYTON J. WOODWORTH.

GiEREEERE "SANCTIFY THEM THROUGH THY TRUTH ™
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M “STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES”

Jesus and the Apostles and the Prophets.
have we the Bible-Study Helps necessary to our full enlightenment.
the Millennium. The electr.c light and other wonder.ul blessings of our day are from the same “Giver of all good.”

We commend to the thousands of our readers the careful study of the Six Series of “‘Studies in the Scriptures.”
must already have them in your homies, for over three millions of the first series is announced by the publishers, THE BIBLE AND
TRACT SOCIETY OF BROOKLYN TABERNACLE, Brooklyn, N. Y. '

We urge that you read these STUDIES, yea that you study them, if you would have the greatest blessing imaginable by a
Never mind the fact that some dear Christian people speak evil of this work as many spoke evil of
our Master and his words. They are prejudiced, blinded, like Saul of Tarsits of old. In ignorance they oppose, not having read.
Hearken to the words of C. T. Surra (Bill Arp), Contributing Editor to The Atlanta Constituiion, which we heartily endorse:—

Christian in the present life,

“MY PEOPLE PERISH FOR LACK OF KNOWLEDGE,” SAITH THE LORD.

INFIDELITY, HIGHER CRITICISM, ETC., ARE DESTROYING FAITH:

BECAUSE THE BIBLE IS MISUNDERSTOOD; BECAUSE “THE FOG oF
tie DARK AGES” STILL BECLOUDS our MENTAL VISION

BIBLE STUDENTS MONTHLY SEEKING_TO UpHoLD Gob's Worp AT ANy CosT,

THE GLORY oF GoD, AS IT SHINES IN THE FACE OF

JEsus CHRisT OuRr LoRrD”

{ '~ SEeEks To SHED ABROAD THE LIGHT OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF

1t is not sufficient that we go back a few centuries for the true lizht on God’s Word. We must go clear back to the words of
Their teachinzs were quickly lost in the great falling away foretold, and only of late
These are God’s gifts at the opening of the New Epoch called

Many of you

TR - CHOT =T

tained by the Scriptures.

-

‘to uncover its meaning,

®This wonderful book makes no assertions that are not well sus-
It is built up stone by stone, and upon every
stone is the text, and it becomes a pyramid of God’s love and mercy and
wisdom. There is nothing in the Bible that the author denies or doubts,
hut there are many texts that he throws a flood of light upon that seem

It is impossible to read this book without loving the writer and
solution of the great mysteries that have
There is hardly a family to be found that
has not lost some loved one who died outside the church—outside the
plan of salvation, and, if Calvinism be true, outside of all hope ancl

pondering his wonderful
troubled us all our lives.

inside of eternal torment and despair.”

) T W
-

RUTH SHALL M

AKE YOU FREE”
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