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From all parts of the world, but es- v ’ b ’ L . ; ”

pecially from the Pacific Coast, come re-
ports of what' its friends call a fresh
Pentecostal blessing—an outpouring of
the Holy Spirit, etc., and what its oppo-.
nents call a religious insanity. The move-

ment is amongst so-called “holiness peo- .

ple” of various sects and parties—*“mis-
sions,” as their meetings are generally
styled. ‘People who have been seeking
and claiming “divine healing” seem to be
among the susceptible.. Amongst these
are some who give evidence of deep sin-
cerity and a superficial knowledge - of

God’s Word. Though generally swift to. .

speak and slow to hear, they, through
indolence or fear, neglect systematic
study of the Divine Message. They seem

to'come under the‘head mentioned by the.

Prophet (Hosea 4:6), “My people perish
for lack of knowledge.” :

Theé meetings are “bedlam ;”’ everything
is confusion, prayers to God are yelled
or groaned or bafked—yelped. Now and
then someone “gets the blessing” and falls
in a trance-like condition on the floor, to
remain rigid, perhaps, for hours. Another
begins to talk some sort of gibberish in-
terspersed with Lnglish. Another in a
different guttural mumbles, and then
gives an interpretation in English. These
are said to have the “unknown tongues”
of Pentecost; but we remember that for-
eigners present at Pentecost did recog-

. nize those tongues as bonae fide and got a
Gospel Message from them.—Acts 2:8.

. The people in attendance pay little

~ heed to what Iis
“tongues’” and -their interpretations.

¢ Some are simply curious and attend as
g« w3 - others aro- toe
with their desire to have a trance or an

" “yunknown tongue” to do anything, else
than groan their prayers to God for those
“gifts,” as evidences of his favor. Fren-
zied hugging and kissing and rolling on
the floor are amongst the evidences that
these poor people are surely under some
spirit influence. - And it certainly does
not appear to be. “‘the spirit of a sound
mind.”—2 Tim. 1:7.

It is quite true that there was con-
fusion at Pentecost, caused by so manv
speaking at once in foreign languages;
but nothing in the record implies insan-
ity or fanaticism; mnor could we expect
either insane or fanatic utterances from
such sound logicians as the Apostles.
On the contrary our experiences corrobor-
ate the declaration of St. Paul, that the
operation of the Holy Spirit of God in our
hearts and minds has been favorable to
the development of greater soundness of
mind, by reason of our heed to the Word
and its wisdom, which cometh from above.
One of our readers in Los Angeles,
Cal., writes that a neighbor woman got
this so-called gift of tongues, and that a
reputable Chinaman hearing her said that
he understood her guite well—that she
spoke his dialect of Chinese. Pressed
for an interpretation he declined, saying
the utterance was the vilest of the vile,

Is it asked, Why would the Lord per-
mit Satan to delude honest souls? We
reply, that He has permitted “doctrines
of devils” these many centuries amongst
the heathen (1 Tim. 4:1), some of whom
doubtless are also ‘sincere. The teme for
tke binding of Satan is not yet—though
we believe it is very near.  (Rev. 20:2.)
Doubtless -Satan realizes better than we

can how the binding or restraining is :

col’n_ing;‘ and is actively maneuvering to
avoid it; while God on the other hand is
willing to permit his activity because it
., cdn Now serve a purpose—a sifting work
—which must reach and touch every class
and - condition of professed Christians
everywhere—to test and prove them.
Thus we consider this one of the many
dglusmns of our day. Mark the Apostle’s
forceful words respecting this day of trial
with which this age ends and the next is
ushered” in. “He says: For this cause
“God shall send them strong delusion that
they should believe a lie.” Why? " “That
they [who fall] all might be fthus] ‘con-
demned”—be manifested as not right, as
out of harmony with God—as unfit to be
of the “Bride” class. “But why so? Be-

cause they received ‘not the Truth in the -

love of it,” but “had pleasure in untruth.”
—2 Thess. 2:10, 12. .

uttered by these,

engrosssd -

" THEIR MYSTERIES EXPLAINED

Clairvoyance, Hypnotism, Theosophy, Necromancy, “Faith” Healing, “Tongues’ —Obsession at

the First Advent—*“The Spirits in Prison”—Why They Are There—How Jesus Preached Unto

Them—*“Angels Which Kept Not Their First Estate””—Their

A ‘"CORRECT understanding of the
. Bible’s teachings respecting the
Spirit world is positively essential to a
satisfactory solution of many phenomena
of the past, and present. It is a well-
known adage that ‘“mystery hath charms,”
and no one understands this better than
Satan himself. By enshrouding his king-
dom in darkness, and in throwing an’ gir
of mystery around his workings, many in-
deed have been entrapped from all walks
of life, who . otherwise. might never
have been attracted to his side at all.
Those who most thoroughly disbelieve in
Spiritism are often the most ready to test
its professed claims; and when convinced
that many of its claims are genuine and
many of its manifestations supernatural,
these former disbelievers are more liable
to become its devotees: whereas if they
had known just what Spiritism is, and
how and by what power it operates, they
would be on guard, and their judgment
woulg have a1support and guidance which
it othorwise lacks.
true knowledge of Spiritism (imparted
through the Scriptures and confirmed by
indisputable evidences from outside the
Scriptures) which causes so many to fall
a prey to this delusion. !

True, there are frauds committed in
the name of Spiritism; but these are
chiefly in connection with attempted
“materializations.” That Spiritists have
done and can do, through some power Or
agency, many wonderful works beyond
the power of man, has been abundantly
proved in a variety of cases—some of
them before scientific men, total unbe-
lievers. Tambourines have been played
while in the air beyond the reach of
human hand and suspended by some in-
visible power; chairs have been lifted
into the air while people were sitting
upon them, and without any connection
with any visible power or agency; me-
diums héve been floated through the air,
ete. - The rapping tests, the table-tipping
tests, the autograph tests and the slate-
writing tests have been proved over and
over again, to the satisfaction of hun-
dreds of intelligent people in various
parts of the world. And Spiritism reck-
ons amongst its adherents judges, law-
yers, business-men and numbers of women
of ability. These people have tested the

.claims of Spiritism and have candidly

avowed their faith in it. And it is un-
wise, to say the least, to sneer at such
as fools or knaves—fools if simply de-
Juded by tricks and . slight of hand;
knaves if they are willingly and know-
ingly lending their time and influence to
the perpetration of frauds..

«“The Dead Know Not Anything”—
Eccl. 9:5.

The claim of Spiritists is, that these
manifestations and communications from
unseen. intelligences are from human
beings, who once lived in this world, but
who, when seeming. to die, really became
more alive, more intelligent, freer, and
every way. more capable.and competent
than they had ever been before. It is
claimed that the purpose of these miani-
festations is to prove that the dead are
not dead, but ‘alive; that there is no
need of a resurrection of the dead, be-

cause there are no dead—the dead being.

more alive than ever, after passing into

“what is termed death. Today, not only in

heathen lands, “but amongst the most

‘civilized, it is freely believed (and Ly

many Christians considered Scriptural te
believe the nonsensical) that a dead man
is more alive then before he died. Peoplc
of gcsd, sound. reasoning faculties on

‘killed, knows everything.*

~Xtods the lack. of the.

ordinary subjects seem to be “hoodooed”
by this falsehood of Satan, “ye shall
not surely die” So true is this, . that
it seems not inconsistent to them to say
that a man hit over the head with a stick
and knocked senseless knows nothing, but
a man hit over the head harder and
‘We shall not
stop here to show how inharmonious all
this is to the testimony of Scripture upon
this subject, but merely cite the reader
to the Word of the.Lord; reminding him
that, “If there be no resurrection of the
dead, . . . then they also which are
fallen asleep in Christ are perished.”—
1 Cor. 15:13, 18; Job 14 :21; Psa, 14% 4,
Eccl. 9:5, 6.

The Beginning of Deception.

Here is the point of infatuation. As
soon as the unbeliever in Spiritism has
been convinced that an unseen intelli-
gence communicates through the medium
he it all .interest. . Nothing else offers
such - proofs from invisible sources as
does Spiritism; and many seem not only
willing but anxious to walk by sight
rather than by faith. Every one has
friends who have died, and thousands are
anxious to communicate with them if
possible, and-to receive from them some
message or some advice. It is not sur-
prising, therefore, to find people greatly
absorbed in these matters, and very will-
ing to be directed by those whom they
esteem their truest friends and most com-
petent advisers. .

The majority of people have no true
Christian faith built upon the foundatig
of the Word of God; they have a wifh
for a future life, and o hope with refer-
ence to their dead, rather than-a faith
with reference to either. ~As a conse-
quence, their minds being semmviteced that
they have had communication with those
beyond the grave, everything relating to
the future life becomes more real and
more interesting to them than ever be-
fore. And many such, wholly ignorant
of religious feelings, say to themsglves,
Now I know what it is to have faith, and
a religious feeling with reference to the
future, and they congratulate themselves
that they have received.a great spiritual
blessing. >

But this is only the first lesson, and
these comparatively uplifting experiences
belong chiefly .to-it. Later experiences
will demonstrate, as all Spiritists will
freely acknowledge, that there are “evil
spirits,” “lying spirits,” which time and
again deceive them; and the messages
and revelations, often foolish and non-
sensical, gradually lead the investigator

‘to a disbelief of the Bible and the Cre-
‘ator, while they teach and exalt “the

spirits” as the only sources of knowledge
aside from nature; and thus the way is
paved toward advanced lessons on “spirit-
affinities,” “freelove.’ etc. But. after
the first deception and shaking of con-’
fidence the-explanation that there are
“hoth good and bad spirits” is generally
satisfactory ; and the poor victim follows
blindly on, because assured that he com-

.munes with some supernatural power.

‘There are many schools now in exist-
enice which have as their basis these spirit
deceptions, “doctrines of demons” as the
Apostle calls them. Notable among these
should be’ mentioned Clairvoyance, The-
osophy, New Thought, Unity, Mormonism,
Swedenborgianism and Christian Science.

#Send for our issue, Viol. 5, No. 8, which
treats at length the subject, “Where Are the
T~ad?” Free on request.—EDITOR.

Malignant Power Today.

The .Mormon Delusion.

As a remarkable illustration of the de-
ceptive work of these “‘evil spirits” who
constantly ‘endeavor to establish as truta
the Devil’s lie to Mother Eve, that men
do not surely die (Genesis 3:4), notwith-
standing God’s positive assertion to the
contrary, we cite the instance of Joseph
Smith, Jr.,"and his Book of Mormon. It
is clear that Mr. Smith was a victim of
these “seducing spirits,” although many
well intentioned people have not sus-
pected that such could have been the
case. 'But from accounts of Smith’s boy-
hood it would appear he was just such a
person as might be susceptible to occult
influence. . Note the remarks of Smith's
father-in-law, Isade Hale, to which he
gave affidavit, and which are published in
“Religious Creeds' and Statistics,” as
follows : ) .

“I first became acquainted with Joseph
Smith, jun., in November, 1825 [when
he was scarcely 20 years old]. "'He was
4t -(hat time in thé empioy of a set of
men who were called ‘money-diggers's
and his occupation was that of seeing or~
pretending to see, by means of a stone’
placed in his hat, and his hat placed over
his face: in this way he pretended to
discover minerals and hidden treasures.
Smith and his father boarded at my house
while they were employed in digging for
a mine.” . '

Had young Smith been a Bible stu-
dent it might have been he would have
been on guard against all occult influ-
ences; but his n;other, in describing how
the family were convinced of the “won-
ders” following the, finding of the “golden
plates,” is quoted as having said: “I
presume our family presented an aspect

as singular as any that ever lived upon -

the face of the earth; all seated in a
circic—father, mother, sons and daugh-

‘ters—all giving the most profound atten-

tions to a boy, eighteen years of age, who
;5(;d,’never read the Bible through in his
ye. .

Joseph Smith a Victim of Spirits.

Reasoning humanly, it would appear
strange that a prophet of a new dis-
pensation should not be sufficiently in-
terested in God’s Word to have made a
careful study of it before being elevated
to the position of teacher of Divine
Truth., But when we become acquainted
with the power and designs of the “evil
spirits,” the matter becomes easy of so-
lution, They .are ever seeking instru-
ments and’ opportunities for perpetuating

Satan’s falsehood ‘respecting the state of

the dead, they are bent upon contradict-
ing God’s Word' and 'the : harmonious
truth of the Bible.. Every spiritist, every
gseance, and sad te relate, nearly ‘every

creed of Chrisfendom, seeks to set forth

as_truth the Devil’s false testimony upon
this important matter. Joseph Smith, in
September, 1823, iwas visited by one of

these “lying spirits” who gave his name

as Maroni, a man ‘of Israel, of the tribe

of Manasseh, who "died about 400 A.D. '

near where Smith .was then living, at
Palmyra, N. Y. Rev. Spaulding of Cherry
Valley, N. Y., had, some yéars previously,
written a historic { novelziealled “The
Manuscript Found;” in which he detailed
in "imagery:the  éarly settlers~of North
America. The' book was never published,
but was:given to 4 compositor named
Sidney Rigdon, a friend “of Smith’sy and

who later bécame “an. ardent Morwmon,
and a leader among them. Evidently the

Spaulding * story had -weéighed  upon’ the

mind of young Smith, ahd being of an - |

(Continied on' page 2, coltimn 2.) * . -

R B ot L

x

¢



THE BIBLE STUDENTS MONTHLY, BrooxLy, N. Y.

Vol. 7, No. 8.

THE BIBLE STUDENTS MONTHLY

W. F. HUDGINGS, Editor.

Monthly—12 cts. o y&ar.

An Independent, Unsectarian
Religious Neivspaper, Specially
Devoted to ithe Forwarding of
the Laymen’s Home Missionary
Movement for the Glory of God
and Good ‘of Humanity,

Single copies, lc.

Ministers of the I. B. S. A. render their services at
{unerals free of charge. They also invite correspond-
ereelrom those desiring Christian coungel.

PREACHING TO THE DEAD »

“For this cause was the Gospel preached to

thesi- that are dead, that ‘they might be judged
atcordi;g to men in the flesh, but alive accord-
Jng to God in the spirit.”’—1 Peter 4:6.

* No Bible topic requires more careful
diserimination in its study than does the
subject of death. This is mainly because
of the general confusion of mind which
came upon Christendom during the long
ecenturies of the Church’s comparative
darkness, when Bibles (the Lamp of God
upon the Christian path), were scarce,
and when few could read the truths of
priceless value, that were chained to
Iecterns. In consequence of this con-
fusion’ we hear intelligent people talk
ignorantly and stupidly respecting death.
They make confusion worse confounded
by telling us of Adam’s spiritual death
@nd discussing ‘“natural” death and “the
death that never dies,” etc., etc.

To get the Bible view of death we need
4o brush away such foolish babblings and
confine ourselves to Bible language and
the rational thought connected therewith.
Yor instance, according to the Bible,
there is no ‘“matural death”—it is not
matural for man to die. It is according
to the Bible arrangement and man’s
mature that he, as well as angels, should
dive—live - eternally, if obedient to the
Divine commands. Death, therefore, is
the unpatural thing! Do we think of
augels as dying, and of Heaven as filled
with cemeteries? Have they doctors.and
undertakers there? Surely not! Yet it
would be just as proper to speak of nat-
ural death amongst the angels as in re-
spect to men. But neither is proper.

‘she term spiritual death so frequently
wsed respecting Adam and his fall is
wholly unscriptural, No such expression
?¢ found in the Bible; neither such a
thought. Adam could not die a spiritual
death, because he was not a spirit being.
He was an earthly being-—not an angel,
But a man. As the Scriptures declare of
Adam, “Thou madest him a little lower
fhan the angels; and crownedst him with
glory and honor, and didst-set him over
the works of Thy. hands”; ‘“over the
beasts of the field, the fish of the sea
snd the fowl of the air.”—Hebrews 2:7;
Psalm 8:5-8.

From the moment of disobedience and
Divine condemnation Adam and his race
have been judicially dead and gradually
going down, down, down, in degradation
2nd into the tomb.

Speaking of the dying race from the
judicial standpoint our Savior called them
all dead. He declared that none has
even a reckoned life, except such as by
faith accept Him as their Life-giver—
Bavior, is words are, “He that hath
the Son hath life; he that hath not the
Son shall not see life.”” Speaking to one
who believed on Him the Savior said,
“Let the dead bury their dead”; go thou
and preach the Gospel (Matthew 8:22).
From the right standpoint His meaning
¥ evident. Let the dead, the condemned
and legally dead world, look cut for its
ewn affairs. You become one of My fol-
Yowers and carry My message of life and
Jove to as many as have ears to hear!

Ceonsider now in the light of the fore-
going, the meaning of St. Peter’s words
wsed as our text. We perceive how the
@lospel message from first to last has
Been preached to a2 dead world—to a
world . under gsentence of death—to a
world “dead in trespasses and in sin” and
waworthy of Divine notice. Jesus, dur-
#og His ministry, preached the Gospel
amongst those judicially dead through
{respasses and sins. A few had the hear-
ing ear and accepted the good Message
and gave their hearts to God and ac-
eepted the terms of discipleship—to walk
#n the Master’s footstep§ in the Narrow
Way faithfully unto death—willingly of-

fering, sacrificially, their little all in the

zexvice of God, His Truth, His right-
eousness, Hig people. These few, as we
bave seen, the Savior recognized as hav-
ing life—as having “passed from death
anto life.”
By and by when all eyes and ears of
wmderstanding shall be opened and the
ing of the Lord through Messiah
shall be world-wide, it will not be merely
# calling to righteousness that will be
#xtended. A command will be enforced
by disciplines, “stripes,” “corrections in
vighteousness,” to the intent that the
dead world in general may be blessed and
e resurrected—Ilifted up, up, up, out of
sin and death conditions to the human
pexfection bestowed upon Adam and his
-vace in creation. Only the unwilling
a#md disobedient will die the Second
Death, from which there will be no re-
Qemption, no resvrrection, -
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occult turn .of mind, one of these “wicked
spirits in the heavenlies” seized upon the
opportunity. Hence he manifested him-
self to Smith, as a resurrected early set-
tler of the American.continent, and the
lad was ready to believe all that was
_communicated to him. He was then told
by the “spirit” that he was commissioned
as a prophet of the new dispensation,
and that God was going to reveal through
im many wonderful things to humanity.
Smith was instructed that golden plates
would be given him, with power to trans-
cribe them into the English language, that
the plates would give a detailed account
of the American Indians, and their
origin, and reveal ‘“the fulness of the
everlasting gospel, as delivered by the
Savior to the ancient inhabitants.” At
the appointed time Smith was permitted
to find the plates—a phenomenon indeed,
but no greater than the phenomena ex-
hibited through spirit-mediums before,
and since. The charitable view is that
Joseph Smith did not willingly deceive,
but he himself was willingly deceived,
through his previous tamperings with the
occult, The same may be said of the
“Three Witnesses” and of the “Eight”
who, it is said, declared to their dying
day that they saw and handled the golden
plates which the “angel” delivered into
the hands of Joseph Smith. The plates
vanished after the translation had been
completed. : :

Who Are These Spirits Which Per-
sonate the Dead?

We have in the Scriptures most abun-
dant aad most positive testimony that no
communication could come from the dead
until after their awakening. Further-
more, we have positive Scripture testi-
mony (1) that not only some, but all,
of these spirits are “evil spirits,”
“lying spirits,” “seducing spirits.” The
Scriptures forbid that humanity should
seek to these for information, and
clearly inform wus. that these demons
or ‘“devils” are ‘“those angels which
kept not their first estate”—some
of the angels to whom was committed
the supervision of mankind in the period
before the flood, for the purpose of per-
mitting them to endeavor to lift mankind
out of sin; that by their failure all might
learn that there is but one effectual rem-
edy for sin; wviz., that provided in Christ.
These angels, instead of uplifting human-
ity, were themselves enticed into sin, and
misused the power granted to them, of
materializing in- human form, to start
another race. (Gen. 6: 1-6.) Jude
6, 7 gives conclusive evidence on the
subject, and clearly shows the nature of
the sin for which the fallen angels were
condemned and restrained, when, after
mentioning the angels who sinned, he
says, “Hven as Sodom and Gomorrah,
« « o« in like manner giving themselves
over to fornication and going after
strange flesh.” That God prohibits any
mixture or blending of natures; and de-
signs that. each should keep its own
original or first estate is clearly taught
by this passage and also by Lev. 18:23;
20:15, 16. Their  illicit progeny was
blotted out with the flood, and themselves
were thereafter restrained from the lib-
erty of assuming physical bodies, as well
as. isolated from the holy angels who had
kept their angelic estate inviolate.

The Apostle Peter (2 Pet. 2:4) men-
tions these, saying, “God spared not the
angely that sinned, but cast them down to
hell [Tertarus] and delivered them into
chains of darkness, to be reserved unto
judgment.” Jude 6 also mentions that
class, saying, “The angels which kept not
their first estate, but left their own habi-
tation [proper condition] he hath re-
served in everlasting chains—under dark-
ness unto the judgment of the great day.”
Notice three points with reference to
these evil angels:

(1) They are imprisoned in Tartarus,
restrained, but not destroyed. Tarterus
is' nowhere else rendered “hell,” but in
this one passage. It does not signify
the grave, neither does it signify the
Second Death, symt} . lized by the “lake
of fire and brimstone” ; but it does signify
the ‘air or atmosphere of earth.

(2) They have some liberties in this
imprisoned condition, yet they are
chained, or restrained, in one respect—
they are not permitted to exercise their
‘powers in the light, being ‘“under chains
of darkness.”

(3) This restriction was to continue
until “the judgment of the great day,”
the great Millennial Day, or for a period
of over 4,000 years. As-we are now in
the dawning of the Millennial Day—*the
gieat day”—it is possible that this should
‘be understood to mean that some of these
limitations as to “darkness” may ere
long be removed, gradually. If so; if the
“chains of darkness” should be released,
it would permit these evil spirits to work
deceptions, or “lying wonders,” in the
daylight (as they are now attempting to
do) to the delusion of mankind more than
ever has been known since the flood.

These fallen angels, or demons, are not
to be confounded with Satan the prince

“Thou art Christ, the Son of God!

of demons, or devils, whose evil career
began long before—who wds the first,
and for a long time the only, enemy of
the Divine government ; who, having been
created an angel of a superior order,
sought to establish himself as a rival to
the Almighty, and to deceive and en-
snare Adam and his race to be his. serv-
ants; and to a large extent, for a time
at least, he has succeeded, as all know.
As “the prince of this world,” who “now
worketh in tlie hearts of the children of
disobedience,” he has indeed a very mul-

.titudinous host of deceived and enslaved

followers. Naturally he would appreciate
the deflection of the ‘“‘angels who kept
not their first estate,” and who were re-
strained at the time of the flood; and
hence he is spoken of as their chief, “the
prince of devils,” and no doubt as a su-
perior order of being he exercises some
degree of control over the others.

Fallen Angels Are Lascivious.

These fallen angels, ‘“demons,” have
probably very little to interest them
amongst themselves; evil beings appar-
ently always prefer to make game of
the purer, and apparently take pleasure
in corrupting and degrading them. The
history of these demons, as given in the
Scriptures, would seem to show that the
evil concupiscence which led to their fall,
before the flood, still continues with
them., They still have their principal
pleasure in that which is lascivious and
degrading ; and the general tendency of
their influence upon mankind is toward
working mischief against the well-dis-
posed, and the debauchery of those over
whom they gain absolute control. It is
therefore not surprising that the inevit-
able fruits of Mormonism were ultimate-
ly reaped in the terrible reign of polyga-
mous association between the sexes, de-
bauching morals and dishonoring God,
violating even the laws of civilization-—
and of which conscientious Mormons
themselves are now well ashamed. :

We are well aware that many Chris-
tian people have reached the conclusion
that the Lord and the Apostles were de-
ceived, when they attributed to the works
of demons conduct that is now consid-
ered human propensity and mental unbal-
ance and fits. But all should admit that
if our Lord was in error on this subject,
His teachings would be an unsafe guide
upon any subject.

Notice the personality and intelligence
attributed to these demons in the fol-
lowing Scriptures: “Thou believest that
there is one God; thou doest well ; devils
also believe and tremble.”” (Jas. 2:19.)
Do human propensities “believe and
tremble”? The demons said to our Lgrdd

n

He, rebuking them, suffered them not to
speak [further], for they knew that He
was Christ.,” (Luke 4:41.) Another
said, “Jesus I know and Paul I know,
but who are ye?’ (Acts 19:15.) The
young woman from whom Paul cast out
the spirit of soothsaying and divination
(Acts 16:16-19) is a good illustration,
Can it be claimed by any that the
Apostle deprived the woman of any
proper talent or power? Must it not be
confessed to have been a spirit which
possessed and used her body?—an. evil
spirit unfit to be tolerated there?
. Many of those who claim that the de-
mons of the Scriptures were the spirits
of wicked men and women who died, and
that these are the ‘“lying spirits” ac-
knowledged by Spiritists, have still an-
other difficulty; for generally they claim
that the spirits of wicked dead go to hell-
torments, as they wrongly interpret sheol
and hades to mean* If so, how could
they be so much at liberty?

“Witcheraft,” ‘“Necromancy,” the
“Black art,” “Sorcery,” etc., are sup-
posed by many to be wholly delusions.
But when we find that they had a firm
hold upon the Egyptians, and that God
made special provision against them with
Israel, we are satisfied that He made no
such restrictions either against that
which is good, or against that which had
no existence whatever, The instruction
to Israel was very explicit: they should
not have any communion nor make any
inquiries through necromancers (those
who claimed to speak for the dead; 1. e.,
spirit-mediums) ; nor with any wizard
or witch; nor with any who had occult
powers, charms; nor with those who work
miracles by ‘means of sorcery and in-
cantation. Read carefully all of the fol-
lowing Scriptures: Exod. 22:18; Deut.
18:9-12; Lev. 19:31; 20:6, 27; 2 Kings
21:2, 6, 9, 11; 1 Chron. 10:13, 14; Acts
16:16-18; Gal. 5:19-21; Rev. 21:8;
Isaiah 8:19, 20; 19:3.

Did King Saul Speak with the Dead?

The Bible story of King Saul’s
“seance” with the witch of Endor, a nec-
romancer, or spirit-medium, as related in
1 Samuel 28:7-20, is an illustration of
what is claimed to be performed today.
Although the Law with reference to these
mediums was very strict and the punish-

*See “What Say the Scriptures About
Hell?” 'a pamphlet in which every text of
Scripture containing the word hell is cited
and examined in the light of Scripture and
reason, together with ather Scriptures and
arables supposed to teach eternal torment.
rice 5c. Address TuE Bisie STUDENTS
MoxtHLY, 17 Hicks street, Brooklyn, N. Y

ment death, there were some who were
willing to risk their lives because of the
gains which could thus be obtained from
people who believed that they were ob-
taining supernatural information from
their dead friends—just as with spirit-
mediums today. King Saul was well
aware that there were many of these
mediums residing in Israel contrary to
the Divine injunction and his own law,
and his servants apparently had no dif-
ﬁpulty in finding the one at Endor. Saul
disguised himself for the interview, but
no doubt the crafty woman knew well
the stately form of Saul—head and
shoulders taller than any other man in
Israel. (1 Samuel 9:2.) Hence her
particularity to secure a promise and
oath from his own lips that no harm
should befall her for the service. .

The methods used by the evil spirits
through the medium at Endor were sim-
ilar to those in use today. They caused
to pass before the medium’s mental vision
the familiar likeness of the aged Prophet,
Samuel, wearing, as was his custom, a
long mantle. When she described  the
mental (or “astral”) picture, Saul rec-
ognized it at once as a description of
Samuel ; but Saul himself saw nothing—
he “perceived,” from the description, that
it was Samuel. Easily convinced, as
people under such circumstances usually
are, Saul did not stop to question how
it could be that Samuel looked as old
and as stooped as he looked in the pres-
ent life, if he was now a spirit being and
far better off; nor did he inquire why
he wore the same old mantle in the spirit
world that he had worn when he knew
him as an earthly being. Saul had been
forsaken by the Lord and was now easily
deceived by these “lying spirits,” who
personated the Prophet and spoke to Saul
in his name, through their “medium,”
the witch, necromancer, Spiritist.

The fallen spirits are not only well
informed in respect to all the affairs of
earth, but they are adepts in deceit.. In
answering Saul, the manner and style,
and as nearly as could be judged the
sentiments of the dead Prophet were as-
sumed—the better to deceive. (Thus
these “lying spirits” always seek to coun-
terfeit the face, manner and disposition
of the dead.) The response was, “Why
hast thou disquieted me to bring me up?”
This answer corresponds to the Jewisn
belief—that when a person died he be-
came unconscious in “sheol,” the grave,
waiting for a resurrection. (Job 14:12-
15, 21; Psalm 90:3 ; Ecclesiastes 9 :5, 6.)
Hence the representation is that Samuel
was brought #p from the grave, and not
down from heaven; and that his rest or
peaceful ‘“‘sleep” was disturbed or “dis-
quieted.”” — Psalm 13:3; Job = 14:12;
Psalm 90:5; John 11:11,14.

Saul was easily deceived into thinking
that the Prophet Samuel who had re-
fused to visit him to have any further

converse with him while alive, had been’

forced to commune with him, by the won-
derful powers of the witch. (See 1
Samuel 15 :26, 35.) Saul’s own testimony
was, “God is departed from me and an-
swereth me no more, neither by prophets,
nor by dreams.”—1 Samuel 28:6, 15.

Would Samuel Obey Witch Rather
) Than God?

Any rightly informed person will read-
ily see the absurdity of supposing that
Samuel would hold any conference what-
ever with Saul under the circumstance.
(1) Samuel (when living) was aware
that God had forsaken Saul, and hence

Samuel had no right to speak to him and .

no right to give him any information
which the Lord was unwilling to give
him. And Samuel would not do so. (2)
It is thoroughly absurd to suppose that
a spirit-medium under condemnation of
the Lord and prohibited of the right of

residence in the land of Israel could have ,'

the power at the instance of a wicked
king, whom God had deserted, to ‘‘dis-
quiet” Samuel and to bring him “up”
out of sheol. Was Samuel down in the
earth, or was he afar off in Heaven? and
had the witch the power in either case
to command him to present himself be-
fore King Saul to answer his question?
Or is it reasonable to suppose that any
spirit-mediums have the power to ‘dis-
quiet” and “bring up” or in any other
manner cause the dead to appear to an-
swer the speculative questions of the
living ? 3

The “familiar spirit” of the witch, per-
sonating Samuel, foretold nothing which
Saul himself did not anticipate. Saul
knew that God’s word had been passed

that the kingdom should be taken from. -

bim and his family, and he had sought
the witch because of his fear of the Phil-
istine hosts in battle array for the mor-
row. He expected no mercy for himself
and his family, God having told him that
David would be his successor. He even
anticipated, therefore, the statement

which was the only feature connected -

with this story that indicates in any de-
gree a supernatural knowledge, viz., “To-
morrow shalt thou and thy sons be with
me; the Lord also shall deliver the host
of Israel into the hands of the Philis-
tines.” The well-informed demons knew
far better than did Saul the strength of
the Philistines’ position and army, and
the weakness of Saul’s position and army,
and that he himself was already panic-
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stricken and making this inquiry of ‘the
witch-medium because he was distracted
at the situation. Any one familiar with
the warfare of that time would know
(1) that one day’s battle would probably
settle the question; and (2) that the
death of the king- and his household
would bé the only logical result.  Never-
theless, the “familiar spirit” erred, for
two of Saul’s sons escaped and lived for
years. It is even denied by scholars that
‘the battle and the death of Saul occurred
for several days after the visit ‘to the
‘witch.

It is not surprising that Satan and
‘the fallen angels, his consorts in evil,
should know considerably more than do’
‘men, concerning many of - life’s affairs.
‘We must remember that by nature they
are a higher, more intelligent Qrder than
men; for man was _made “a_little lower
‘than the angels (Psalm 8:5) : besides,
let us remember their thousands of years
of experience, unimpaired by decay and
death, as eompared with man’s “few
years and full of trouble,” soon cut .oﬂ:“
in death. Can we wonder that mankind
cannot cope with the cunning of these
“wicked spirits,” and that our only safety
lies in the Divine provision that each one
who so wills may refuse to have any
communication with these demons? The
‘Word of the Lord is, “Resist the devil,
and he will flee from you.” (James

©4:7.) “Be sober, be vigilant; because
your Adversary the Devil, as a roaring
[angry] lion, walketh - about, seeking
whom he may devour: whom resist,
steadfast in the faith.”—1 Peter 5:8, 9.

How Christ Preached to the “Spirits
in Prison.”

Let us now consider the hitherto much
misunderstood statement of the Apostle
Peter respecting the lesson given by Jesus
to the “spirits in prison” at the time
of His death and resurrection. The
Apostle says:

“Christ also hath' once suffered for
sins, the Just for the unjust, that He
might bring us to God, being put to death
in the flesh, but quickened in the spirit.
By which also [in addition to this work
done for us] He preached to the spirits
in prison; which sometime [before] were
disobedient, when once the long-suffer-
* ing of God waited in the days of Noah.”
—1 Pet. 3:18-20. (See Diaglott, footnote.)

A satisfactory interpretation of this
Scripture has long been sought, and but
few have found a solution perfectly con-
sistent and satisfying even to themselves.
‘But in view of the truth gleaned from
the foregoing suggestions, the above state-
ments of the Apostle Peter become
iuminous. T T

The two views of this passage com-
monly held we state first, and then give
our own view of it. :

The most common view is, that during
the time that Jesus was entombed He
was off on a missionary tour preaching
to the antediluvian sinners who were
suffering torture in a supposed place
called hell.

If its advocates would consider it, they
would find that their interpretation
favors a view of future probation for the
antediluvians, a thing which they strenu-
ously oppose. For if Christ preached to
them it must have been for some purpose.
Surely it was not merely to mock them.
Consequently He must have preached a
message of hope—a part of His blessed
“good tidings of great joy.” And if
there is a future for the antediluvians,
why not accept our position as correet—
that in Christ “qll the families of the
earth shall be hlessed”?

. This is the objection which consistency
would urge against this view, from the
standpoint of those who hold it., But
if we view it from the Scriptural stand-
point, and with the correct idea of death
and hell, we must reason that if Jesus
were really dead during those three days,
as the Apostles declare, then He could
do no declaiming; for “the dead know
not any thing” (Ecclesiastes 9:5), and
“there is no work, nor device, nor knowl-
edge, nor wisdom, in the grave.”  (Eccle-
siastes 9:10.) Second, if Jesus had been
an exception to the rule, and could have
preached, the antediluvians could not
have heard; for certainly they have no
wisdom, nor knowledge, in the grave.
Hence this view is found generally un-
satisfa%bry and as well unscriptural.
[Send “Tor free pamphlet on “Hell.”—
Editor.] "

view, and the one which
easonable to us until the
considerations  of the preceding facts
threw light upon this Scripture also, is
to refer the preaching to that which
Noah did under the direction of the
Spirit of God to the antediluvians, who =t
this time were imprisoned in the great
prison-house, the tomb. The objection
to this view is, that the preaching was
not to men, nor to the spirits of men,
but to “spirits,” spirit beings; and the
preaching was not done by Noah, nor by
the Spirit of God, nor before the flood,
but after they.had been chained. And
the preaching, we hold, was in panto-
mime—by the death and resurrection of
our Lord,

It seems very clear, therefore, that the
8pirits_are those spirit beings who were
disobedient during the days of Noah, and

whom God therefore imprisoned or re-

strained from some of their former lib-
erties and privileges, even ‘“those angels
who kept not their own principality, hut
left their own habitation [or normal con-
dition]. He has kept them in perpetual
chains [restraints], under thick dark-
ness, for the judgment of the great day.”
—Jude 6, Diaglott.

Actions Speak Louder Than Words.

This interpretation seems to meet all
the circumstances of the case thus far.
Now we inquire, In what way could our
Lord preach to those spirits during the
time He was dead? We answer that it
is not so stated. It was by the fxts that
He preached; as we sometimes , “ac-
tions speak louder than words.” It was
by His sufferings, death and resurrection
that the preaching was done. Thuys, as
Jesus went from step to step in His work,
His course was preaching a good sermon
to those angels who once had been placed
in_control of man, and had themselves
fallen, instead of lifting up mankind., In
Jesus they saw exemplified obedience
even unto death, and its reward—resur-
rection to spiritual being of the Divine
nature. Such was the great text; and
the lesson from it is stated by the
Apostle (1 Peter 3:22), viz., that Jesus
is now highly exalted and has been given
a_name (title) above every name; that
He is “gone into heaven, and is at the
right hand of God [the position of highest
favor], angels and authorities and
powers being made subject to Him.”
They knew Jesus before He left the glory
of the heavenly condition and became a
man. They knew the object of His self-
sacrifice as a man. They saw Him obedi-
ent even unto death, and then that His
high exaltation came as a reward. (Phil-
ippians 2:9.) .. They must have felt keen-
ly their loss through disobedience, being
cut. off from communion with God, re-
strained as unworthy of former liberty
and communion with the purer minded
of mankind, and their own future an
unsolved mystery. We can but imagine
that sorrow and chagrin filled their
hearts, as -they contrasted their course
of disobedience and its unkappy results,

with our Lord’s obedient course and its.

grand results. We can fancy at least
some of them saying, Would that we had
realized before, as fully as we do now,
the wide contrast between the results of
obedience and disobedience. "Would that
we might have another trial: with our
increased knowledge, our course would be
very different.

A clear distinction should be borne in
mind, as between Satan and these an-
gels. Satan evidently sinned against
great light, 'so that Infinite Wisdom finds
no place to do more for him, and his

ultimate destruction is clearly predicted.:

—Hebrews 2:14.,

But did not the Lord, in. Matthew
25 :41, declare eternal torment to be the
punishment awaiting these fallen spirit
beings? No; this Scripture cannot be
used as an argument against a hope for
a probation for the bound or imprisoned
spirits; for though, by force of circum-
stances and restraint from any other
service, they are now Satan’s angels—
messengers or servants—yet they may
not always continue such, if an oppor-
tunity be granted them to return to God’s
service and be angels of God. As ex-
plained in our pamphlet on “Hell,”
which we offer free on request, this pass-
age relates to the “lake of fire” or de-
struction (Revelation 20:10), into which,
at the close of the Millennial Age, are to
be cast all who are out of harmony with
God. Satan will be of those cast into
that everlasting destruction, and with
him all who do unrighteousness or have
pleasure therein; all of whom, angelic
spirits or men on his side, are reckoned
to be his angels or messengers. All evil-
doers shall be cut off from life. To cut
off such, and such only, was God’s Plan
from the beginning. he wilfully wicked
and not the  merely ignorant, misled,
blinded or deceived are meant when it is
said, “All the wicked will God destroy.”

The Probation of Angels.

Will those “spirits in prison,” “those
angels which kept not their first estate,”
and who received such a powerful though
silent testimony and lesson from the min-
istry, death and resurrection of our Lord
Jesus, ever have an opportunity to profit
by those lessons? Will they ever have
an opportunity to repent of their sin,
leave Satan’s service and return to loy-
alty to God?

If at first we thought the Secriptures
were silent on the subject, we have found
that to be a mistake; and wher God
speaks we may reasonably conclude there
is something profitable for us to hear.
Hence, let us give ear that we may learn
waatever our Father deems expedient to
communicate, :

Jude (verse 6) informs us that those
angels which committed fornication and
went after strange flesh, “also,” “in like
manner,” to the Sodomites (verse T),
God is keeping under restraint (as. a
penalty or punishment) “unto [or until].
the judgment of the great day.” The
“great day” is the Millennial Day, and
mankind is also waiting for this judg-
ment (krisis—trial). The Apostle Peter’s

testimony is in Lharmony (2 Peter 2:4) ;-

and St. Paul settles the matter that these
fallen and now imprisoned spirit beings,
as well as mankind, will have a trial
under the reign of Christ and the Church,
“the Kingdom of God” in exalted power.
Speaking of the impropriety of the saints
appealing to earthly Courts of Justice
for adjustment of difficulties .between
themselves, he says, “Do you not know
that the saints shall judge the world?
* # * TKnow ye not that we shall
judge angels?’—1 Corinthians 6 :1-4.,
The Greek word here rendered “judge,”
ig krino, of the same root as krisis, ren-
dered ‘“judgment” in Jude 7, and signi-
fies, to govern, to test; to mete out to
.each individual blessings or stripes, ac-
cording to the merit of his course when.
brought fully into the light of truth, ‘and
under all the blessings of the reign of
Christ. Thus it is seen that it will be
part of the work of The Christ to rule
over and direct both human and angelic
sinners—*“to judge the world” of fallen
men, now restrained in death, from which
they have been redeemed, and also to
judge fallen angels, spirits, restrained
alive until this judgment or trial of the
Great Millennial Day, when the Church
under the Headship of her Lord shall try
their cause also, giving everlasting life
and favor to those who shall then prove
themselves worthy of it; and everlastin;
destruction to those proved under full
light and opportunity to be unworthy.
Besides these references to the subject,
we find frequent references to a work
Christ is to do in subjecting heavenly,
or spiritual, as well as human powers,
after the Church has been selected and
the work of judging and blessing is com-
menced. For instance, we read (Ephe-
sians 1:10), “In the Dispensation of the
fulness of times, to reestablish [under
God’s dominion and Law] all things in
Christ [the disordered things] that are
in heaven [spiritual]l] and on earth
[human] in Him.”—Douay translation.
Again, “In Him it hath well pleased the
Father that all fulness should dwell, and
through Him to reconcile all things unto
Himself, making peace by. the blood of His
cross, both as to the things on earth, and
the things in heaven’’—earthly and spir-
itual transgressors.—Col. 1:20.—Douay.
In Ephesians 3:8-10, it is shown that
the length and breadth of God’s redemp-
tive Plan has been hidden by God until
the Gospel Age, when the Apostles -were
commissioned to declare to men the con-
ditions upon which they might become

sharers with Christ in the execution of.

God’s loving Plan ; and the intent is, ulti-
mately, to have all the heavenly or spir-
itual beings know, through the instru-
mentality of the Church, the boundless
wealth that is in God’s great gift—His
Son—and the different methods and steps
His Wisdom marked out for all his crea-
tures.. We quote the passage from the
Diaglott translation:

“To me, the very lowest of the saints,
was this favor given—to announce among
nations the glad tidings—the boundless
wealth of the Anointed One: even to en-
lighten all as to what is the [method of]
administration [or operation], of that
secret [Plan] which has been concealed
from the Ages by that God who created
all things; in order that now [hence-
forth] may be made known to govern-
ments and the authorities in the heaven-
lies, through [the instrumentality of]. the
congregation [the Church] the much di-
versified wisdom of God, aecording to a
Plan of the Ages, * * % <which He
purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

It would appear, then, that God’s boun-
tiful Plan and diversified Wisdom contain
something of interest to the angels, and,
if of interest to any, of special interest
to those confined, or restrained, and
awaiting a trial in the judgment of the
great Millennial Day. They see the
saints and seek to look into things re-
vealed by the Spirit and Word to these;
but in no other way can they learn of
their future, or what provision has been

. also,

made for themselves in the boundless
wealth and diversified Wisdom of God,
because, as here stated, it is to be “made
known” ‘‘through the Church.”

Other Sermons Preached to Angels.

These condemned angels have been
learning much since the first text and
sermon ; not only the lesson of our Lord’s
obedience and exaltation (1 Peter 3:18-
20; 1 Timothy 8:16), but also of His
followers; for we read that ‘“we are
made a spectacle both to angels and to
men.” (1 Corinthians 4 :9)—Diaglott.)
The spectacle and lesson are to both men
and angels for the reason that both men
and angels will shortly be judged by the
Church, and blessed by it, if found obedi-
ent and worthy of life, When the testi-
mony in due time is given, all things,
both in heaven (the spiritual condition)
and on earth (the human); shall bow to
Jehovah’s Anointed and confess Him their
Lord and Ruler; and those who refuse
obedience to His righteous authority shall
be cut off from life—destroyed as unwor-
thy of life.—Isaiah 45:23; Romans
14:11; Acts 3:23. .

The angels that sinned in the days of

oah have had a bitter experience since :
1o doubt death would have been prefer-
able in many respects. - Cut off from as-
sociation with good angels, and placed in
companionship of each other and Satan,-
without God and having no hope, they
must have had a terrible experience with
sin’s demoralizing effects, while their ob-
servation of mankind, dying on account
of sin, would lead them to surmise that
death might ultimately be their portion
That such was the fear of these
unclean spirits is evidenced by the pro-
test of one whom. the Lord cast out:.
“Art thou come to destroy us?”’ (Mark
1:24; Luke 4:34; Matthew 8:29.) But
this no more proves that their supposi-
tions were correct, than' the belief of
millions _of fprofessed Christians, that
nine-tenths of humanity will.be everlast-:
ingly tormented, proves that to be so.-
The fact is, we find that  Satan, who
taught men thus to blaspheme God’s
character by his misrepresentation of the
Divine Plan, was the master and chief
over these cast-down - spirits; and evi-
dently he has misrepresented Jehovah’s
Plan to the imprisoned spirits as he has
to men. He is the father of lies,

Neither can we forget the respectful
conduct of the fallen spirits toward our
Lord and his Apostles and the message
they delivered; far more respectful in-
deed than that of the strictest sect of
the Jewish Church. While the latter
scoffed and said, “Is mot this Jesus, the

son of Joseph?” (John 6:42), the fallen——

spirits exclaimed, “Thou art the Son of
God.” (Mark 3:11.) While the former
said, “Thou hast a devil .and art mad,”
the latter said, “I know Thee who Thou
art, the Holy One of God.”—Mark 1 :24.

The “legion,” which had crazed the
Gaglarene, worshiped Christ, acknowl-
edging Him to be the “Son of the Most
High God.”—Mark 5:6, 7.

While they respected the true, they
opposed the false, saying to some who
pretended to exorcise them—“Jesus I
know, and Paul I know, but who are ye?
And the man in whom the evil spirit was
leaped on them and overcame .ihem.”—
Acts 19:16. .

Both Jews and Gentiles beat and
stoned the messengers of God, when they
came among them with the glad tidings
of salvation; but some of  these fallen
angels seemed’ desirous of spreading the
glad tidings. One followed the - Apostle
Paul and Silas, saying, “These men are
the servants of the Most High God,
which show unto us [angels and men]
the way of salvation.”—Acts 16:17.

If God has ‘some blessing for these
fallen angels in event they reform we
shall be glad. But the Scripturés are
very explicit in declaring that Satan,
their prince, is incorrigible, and will be
destroyed.—Hebrews 2 :14.
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BOOK OF MORMON

NO PART OF BIBLE

Reply to an Elder ofa l“Reorganized” Mormon Church Concern-
ing Certain Startling Divergencies Between the Book ¥
of Mormon and God’s Inspired ‘Word, the Bible. -

“If they speak not accordmg to this Word, it is because there is no Light in them.” o
—Isaigh 8:20.

RECENTLY there came to our attention

some correspondence between a Bible
Student of an eastern city and the:Pas-
tor of a western Mormon Church. For
the benefit of our readers we are pleased
to make a few interesting - extracts from
the response which denies the:assertion

that the Mormon volume ‘harmonizes.

with the. infallible Word of God and
should be accepted as a Divine Revela-
tion of equal importance to the Bible:
_“DEAR SIR'AND BROTHER :-—

¢TI am pleased to note your apparent
sincerity - and “earnestness “in religious

matters; yet we: must agree that to be

_conscientious' is not necessarily to be
right. Many of our forefathers were’
doubtless conscientious when they engaged
in' crusades, “holy wars,” burned one an-
other at the stake and advocated the hor-
rors of the -Inquisition’; verily believing
they were “imitating the characteristics
of JehoVah—but they were wrong, in
thought and in‘ act, as every honest,
right-minded person must now admit.
“As ‘for my opinion of the ‘Book’ of
Mormon,’ also ‘Doctrine and Covenants,’
by -Joseph Smith, I have made examina-
tion “of both, and find them to contdin
numerous errors, contradictions to the
Bible, as I shall herein endeavor to
briefly but clearly point out. In fact,
catididly speaking, I have never heard
the eréed of your church entirely har-
monized with the very Book of Mormon
~. which you ddvocate as God’s Revelation
to man. For instance, you assert in
your creed ‘That men shall be punished
for their own sins, and not for Adam’s
* transgression.” But how does this com-
port with ‘the statement found jn IX
Nephi ‘1:8 (Book of Mormon), which
reads, ‘All men were lost because of the
transgression - of their parents’? Thus
far, I must admit, the Book of Mormon
~does agree with the Bible—but it does
not agree with your own creed, which, by
the way, you declare to be the same creed
‘as promulgated by Joseph Smith during
his_life time. 'Now if I should become
a’"Mormon; which would you have me
aceept, your Church Creed, or the Book
of Mormon, as my guide to falth"
“But the Bible statement is clear.” Tt
explaing that ‘By one man’s (Adam’s),
disobedience, sin entered into the world,
and death by sin.’ (Romans §:12.) This
accounts for the open fact that innocent
children go into death, the ‘same as does
the vilest sinner that ever lived. The
penalty of death must be paid by all, be-
cause of the transgression of Father
Adam. The justice of the arrangement
is seen when we learn that death does
not mean eternal nor purgatorial torture
(advocated by the Book of ’VIormon
and the false creeds of the ‘dark ages’).
On the contrary, all go into the death
cordition, into the tomb, to await the
resurrection. It is much better that all
are condemned in the one man (Adam)
than to be condemned in an individual
manner to death ; because this enables all
to be released, eventually, from death ‘by
ONE MAN'’S obedience,~by the Ransom-
sacrifice of Christ. For a more detailed
explanation of ‘the matter I am referring
you to Pastor Russell’s volume entitled
"The Divine Plan of the Ages,’ which
I am sending under_separate cover, with
ymy compliments, I invite your atten-
tion. particularly to.Chapter VII.
“Briefly, some of the most apparent
 divergencies between -the Book of - Mor-
mon and the Bible are these: .
“First.—It teaches the doctrine of
‘future torment,” which is a libel on the
character and purpose of a just and lov-
" ing Creator. The Bible, to the contrary,
explains that the wicked shall be pun-
ished with ‘everlasting destruction’—not
everlasting preservation. (2 Thessa-
lonians 1:9.) This complete destruction

of the incorrigibly " wicked is  pictired :

by the Revelator by the most forcéful
symbol of destruction that can be imag-
ined-—‘a lake of fire burning with brim-
stone.’ The Book of Revelation abounds

various features of God’s Plan, and the

no exception. The Bible says plainly
‘all the wicked will God destroy.”—Psalm
145 :20. :
“Second. — Mormonism teathes’ that
the great JEHOVAH, the all-powerful
One, who ‘inhabiteth eternity,” was at one
time an imperfect, sinful, wretched hu-
.. man mortal—if words mean at all what
. they say; for it is an oft-repeated phrase
in Mormon literature, celebrated by your

© Isa, 42:
“Third.—The Book of Mormon teaches’
-that the very body which goes:down into

foremost writers as an ‘eternal truth’

that ‘As man now is, God once was; as’

God now is, man may become.  Hear the
LORD’S own Word to the contrary, how-
ever: ‘From everlasting to everlasting
’_lhou art God. (Psalm 90:2.) ‘For L
am God, and there is none else; I am
God, and there is none like Me.” " (Isa.
46:9.) ‘I am the LORD, I change not’
(Mali#3:6.). ‘I am the LORD. *

My glorg w1ll I not give to another —

the grave willibe the body that will be
resurrected. (II. Nephi 6:5.) - This is'in
violation of St. Paul’s statement, ‘How
are the:dead raised- ug and with 'what
body do they :come? % Thou:
fool;: *. *: % -thou sowest not ‘that
gody that shall be '—I Corinthians' 15

“Fourth, —-The Book of Mormon
teaches that all heathen people who' lived
and died before Christ’s First Advent and
death will be greatly advantaged ‘over
the majority who have lived since Cal-
vary, in that God has provided they shall
come forth perfect, and have a part ‘in
the . First Resurrection. In. Mosiah 8:6
(B.M.) we read, ‘These are they that
have died before’ Christ came, in their
ignorance, not having salvation declared
unto them. And thus the Lord bringeth
about .the restoration of these; and they
have a part in the Flrst Resurrectmn
The Bible, on the ' contrary, clearly
teaches that - only ‘the Church (estab-
lished by our Lord at His First Advernt)
will have part in‘the First Resurrection
(Revelation 20:4-6), and that instead
of the aneients having precedence over
the Gospel Church, contrariwise ‘God
hath provided some better thing for US,
that they [the worthy ones' who  lived
before Christ’s first advent] without -us
should not be made perfect.” - {Hebrews
11:40.) Even John the Baptist, who was
the last of the Prophets, and probably
the greatest of them, having died a few
months before Jesus’ death ‘and ' resur-
rection, was not privileged to be counted
in as a member -of the Kingdom Class,
the Gospel Church, which was not
fully established until Pentecost. - (See
Matthew 11:11.) He, ‘like. all other
Ancient Worthies, will come forth in the
resurrection, and be given’ perfect life
on the human plane, which was in-
tended for all mankind in the beginning.
But the ‘Kingdom of Heaven Class’
which is now being selected:from amongst
men, are to have a greater honor than
even that: they shall be partakers of
His resurrection, the First (Chief) Res-
urrection, to glory, honor and immor-
tality—Divine Nature.

- “Fifth. — Mormonism teaches that
man’s future glory will depend upon mar-
riage and offspring. and that sex relations
and propagation of species will ever eon-
tinue in the spirit realm, amongst the
‘worthy ones’ who have made use of the
powers of propagation while on earth.
We read (Doctrine & Covenants, 132:15-
17), ‘If a man marry him a wife in the
world, and he marry her not by me * * *
their covenant and marriage are not of
force when they are dead * * * but
are appointed angels in heaven * *

to minister for those who [enjoy “Celes-
tial Marriage” and] are worthy of a far
more, and an exceeding, and an eternal
weight of glory; for these angels did not
abide my law, therefore they canhot be
enlarged [cannot propagate]l but remain
separately and singly, without exaltation
in their saved condition to all eternity,
and from -henceforth are not gods, but
are angels. of God, forever and ever.’" .

“From this I must conclude that if a
Christian has not at least taken one wife
in accordance with Mormon Church sanc-
tion during the period of his earthly so-
Journ, he will not be counted worthy of

“‘a far more, exceeding and' eternal weight |
‘of glory’ beyond- the grave.
-shall we say of our Lord:Jesus Himself,
in forceful symbols which ‘illustrate the™:

What; then,

who was not married? “And how shall we

“ regard His suggestion that other faithful
ultimate destruction of the wicked is:

ones ‘have made themselves eunuchs for
the Kingdom of Heaven’s sake; he that
is able to receive it let’ him receive it?
(Matt. 19:12.) ~Will those who sacrifice
earthly pr1v1leges ‘for "the Kingdom 'of
Heaven’s sake’ stand lower in the future
than those who do not? Mormon doc-
trine says they will, but Jesus and His
Apostles declare to the contrary. Read
St. Paul’'s masterful argument on this
point in 1 Corinthians 7:8, 9,

. procedure.
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_ should bear in mind, however, that he

was not giving advice to the world, but
only to the Church—all of whom have
‘presented their bodies a living sacrifice,’
foregoing such things as may be right

and proper for the natural man to enjoy. .

It is by their sacrifices of earthly rights
and privileges that such shall eventually
attain to ‘glory, honor and immortality’—
Divine Nature—beyond the veil. The re-
mainder of the world, who do not sacri-
fice, but who may eventuallv come into
harmony with God during Messiah’s
Kingdom, shall be restored to perfect
human nature, from which they fell in
Eden. Humanity, even when perfected,
will the &efore be ‘a little lower than the
angels,’%whereas the Church, who have
sacrificed earthly rights, shall be like
unto their Heavenly Bridegroom, ‘far
above, angels, principalities and powers.’
There is no command. in the matter ; each
one must decide for himself how much or
how little he.shall sacrifice.
“Sixth,—The. Book of Mormon teaches
that,water immersion is ‘for the remis-
sion of sins.’ Such a theory. forces us
to the -conclusion that saintly Presbyte-
rians, saintly - Methodists and other good,
well-meauing . people, who have never
undergone- Water-lmmersmn, are doomed
to ‘endless torture’ or to years in purga-
torial fire, if such be the penalty for un-
remitted sin.: Is it.not better to accept
the plain Bible teaching.that the dead
are dead, awaiting the resurrection, and
that all w1ll come forth during Messiah’s
reign,. to be taught at the hands of the
Heavenly Bridegroom and Bride, until
‘none will need to say to his neighbor,
Know the Lord, for all shall know Him
from the least unto the greatest’? Then
the soul that will not hear that Prophet
(The Christ) . shall be  destroyed from
amongst the people—not roasted or tor-
tured, but punished with . ‘everlasting
destruction.”—See Acts 15:14-17; 3:19-
23; Jer. 31:31-34
C 4Tt is true that John the Baptlst
did teach water baptism ‘for the re-
mission of sins”’ But John’s baptism
was for. Jews only, who were already
recognized as typically cleansed by their
Atonement-day sin-offerings. To these
John’s baptism signified repentance from
recognized: sin, violations of their Law
Covenant, and a typical cleansing from
them, a. return to.a condition of right-
eousness -of heart, as in the day when
they were all ‘baptlzed into Moses in the
sea _and in the cloud’ (1 Corinthians
10:2) at the crossing of the. Red Sea.
John’s baptism was applicable to none
others, As an illustration, notice that
when St. Paul visited Ephesus he found
some believers who seemed to be lacking
certain gifts of the Spirit at that time
amongst believers. Inquiry developed the
fact that they had been baptized with
‘John’s baptism’—the baptism of repent-
ance and washing away of sins in water.
Then the Apostle instructed them more
fully, assuring them that John’s bap-
tism was all right in its time and place,
but that they should be baptized in
the name of Jesus—baptized into Christ.
They were baptized properly and re-
ceived the Holy Spirit. (Acts 19:1-7.)
After all, water immersion is at the
most but a picture. It is symbolical of
what must have previously.taken place
in the heart.
. “Turning to Romans 6:3-6 we find that
the Apostle is here enjoining baptism
and laying great stress upon it, and yet
never refers to water baptism. So great
ig the stress laid upon baptism that the
Apostle declares, ‘If we have been planted
together in the likeness of His death we
shall also be in the likeness of His resur-
rection.” In other words, the Apostle’s
intimation is that if we share with

Christ in His true baptism we shall also

share with Him in His resurrection.

The real baptlsm, the baptlsm mto sac-

rificial death, is what was referred to

by our Lord, just before ‘His death on

the cross: i1 have a baptism to be

baptized with, and how am I straitened

(in difficulty) until it be accomplished!”
(Luke 12:50.) He said these words.

three and a half years after His water

immersion, and could not have referred
to that. And by the way, would you

for a moment conclude that -the water

baptlsm of Jesus was ‘for the remission

of sing’? Surely not. It was a symbol

of His real immersion into sacrificial

death. And so with us, if we are His.
footstep followers.

“Seventh.—The "Book of Mormon
teaches that Adam transgressed in order
to bring forth offspring, and that if he:
had not thus ‘transgressed,” the human -
race could not have been propagated. It
says (II. Nephi 1:8), ‘If Adam had not
transgressed * * they would have
had no children; wherefore they.would
have remained in a state of innocence,
having no joy. * * * Adam fell that
men might be’ Now this could not be
true, since the Creator ‘bléssed them and
said unto them, Be fruitful and multiply.’
(Genesis 1: 28) And please note, God
gave them this instruction before they
transgressed; and since He told them to
bring forth children, it would not be
any travsgresswn for them to obey the
voice of God. But you say, when Eve
fell, Adam was forced to do likewise to-
keep in harmony with his wife so they
could together fulfil God’s first command:
to ‘replenish the earth.” -Why so? Why
should sot Adam seek to bring Eve and
thelr children up out of sin, instead of
going down ‘into sin himself? Further-
more, do duties ever conflict? Do God's
commands oppose. one another? Does:
God. place His creatures in positions:
where .they are compelled to sin in order
to_obey Him? If so, then God and not
Adam is the responsible party in the:
transgression, because poor Adam could
not have done otherwise! Whichever way
he might turn would have been to dis-
obey one or the other of God’s commands,
according to the Book of Mormon.

“My conclusion is that the Book of
Mormon is a concoction of the Adver-
sary. I do not .say that Joseph Smith
was an evil person necessarily ; but it is
apparent that the ‘fallen angels deceived
him into. thinking he had a revelation
from Jehovah, whereas he must have re-
ceived his revelation from the hosts of
Satan; because God would not have saié
one thing in the Bible, and a totally dif-
ferent thing in the Book of Mormon.

“I shall be pleased to hear from yow
after you have carefully and prayerfully
considered all the facts as set forth im
Pastor Russell’s treatise of ‘The Divine
Plan’ which I am' sending you. I can-
not but believe that after you have there
noted the evidences of God’s goodness,

‘mercy, justice and love, you will go on

your knees, as I did, and ask forgiveness
for having ever libeled His holy name by
charging such preposterous atrocities to
His righteous purpose, .s so many have
done in the past by accepting ‘eternal
torture’ as the wages of sin. I ean sym-
pathize with you fully, my dear Brother,
for I am persuaded you really want to
love God—you do love Him to a degree,
I am sure, but you have been at a loss
to reconcile His manifest Justice and
Love with the ‘doctrines of demons’ em-
braced by theologians of the ‘dark ages”
and incorporated later into  your own
Book .of Mormon. My prayers and
wishes are for your highest spiritual
welfare. Believe me, your servant m
Christ, _—

BAPTISM FOR THE DEAD

““Else what shall they do which are baptised for the dead ;f the dead rise mot at all?”’—
1 Corinthians 15:29.

A MISAPPREHENSION of the Apostle’s
meaning-in the above text led, dur-
ing the ‘“dark ages,” to substltutlonary
baptism :, Christian people, whose friends
had .died without baptism, were baptized
for them representatively.
of .what .constitutes  the real baptism
quickly show us the inconsistency of such
One person could no more
consecrate himself for another person
than he could transfer either his natural
or his spiritual life to another person.
(Matt. 25:8, 9.) This misapprehension

of 'the Apostle s words, however, has led,
to. confusion in the minds of many, who

fall to recognize how great a falhng away

-took place shortly after.the death of.the.
Apost]es, and how wild and unreasonable.

were many of the theories and customs
then introduced.

The Apostle’s topic in this chapter was
the resurréction of the dead, and he is
in the above ‘text sustaining and elabo-
rating that doctrine, Evidently assaults
had been made upon the faith of the

Church at Corinth respecting the resur-.

rection of the dead. As a part of his
argument, in the verse under considera-
tion, he calls the attention of the Church

T

Correct views

to the fact that they had all been bap-

tized, and that their baptism signified or
symbolized death. He then, by way of
showing them the inconsistency of the
new position, inquires wherein would be
the wisdom or value of such a consecra-
tion to ‘death,.as their baptism suggested
if the new theory that the dead rise not
at all were true. They had conseerated
themselves to be members, to die one with
the other, and one for the other in fellow-
ship with Christ, and thus to be dead
with Him, and as members of His body,
members of the great Atonement Sacrifice
on behalf of the dead world, because they
hoped in the promised resurrectlon

The Apostle’s argument is that the
whole Chrlstlan posmon stands or falls
together.’ If there is mo resurrection of
the dead, then those who are fallen asleep
in Christ are perished, as well as the re-
mainder, of the world ; and if such be the
case, and if there is no future hope either
for the ChHurch, or for the world through
the Church, . ‘why should, we consecrate
our lives unto death? We are baptized
into death ‘with Christ, _baptized for the
judicially dead world, to the intent that
we may by and by be associated with Him
as the Life-giver of the world—the Seed
of Abraham.—Gal, 3:14, 29; Heb 11 :40.
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