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TO US THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY
TEACH

That the Church is “the Temple of the
Living God’-—peculiarly “His workman-
ship”; its construction has been - in
progress throughout the Gospel Age—
ever since Christ became the world’s Re-
deemer’ and Chief. Corner Stone of His
Temple, through which, when finished,
God’s blessing shall come “to all people,”
and they find access to Him.—1 Corin-
thians 3:16, 17; LEphesians 2:20; Gene-
sis 28:14; Galatians 3:29.

That meantime the chiseling, shaping
and polishing of consecrated believers in
Christ’s Atonement for sin progresses;
and when the last of these “living
stones,” “Klect and precious,” shall have
been made ready, the great Master
Workman will bring all together in the
First Resurrection:; and the Temple shall
be filled with His glory, and be the meet-
ing place between God and men through-
out the Millennium.—Rev. 15:5-8; 21 :3.
~ That the Basis of Hope, for the Church
and the World, lies in the fact that
“Jesus Christ, by the grace of God, tasted
death for every man,” “a Ransom for
all,” and will be “the true Light which
lighteth every man that cometh into the
world,” “in due time.”—Hebrews 2:9;
John 1:9; 1 Timothy 2:5, 6. )

That the Hope of the Church is that
she may be like her Lord, “see Him as
He is,” be “partaker of :the Divine na-
ture,” ‘and share his glory as His joint-

- heir—1 John 3:2;.John 17:24

8:17; 2 Peter 1.:4.
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the world; and to ‘prepare to. be Kkings
and priests in the next Age.—Ephesians
4:12; Matthew 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6.

That the hope for the World lies in the
blessings of knowledge and opportunity
to be brought to all by Christ’'s Millen-
nial Kingdom—the Restitution of all that
was lost in Adam, to all the willing and
obedient, at the hands of their Redeemer
and His Glorified Church—when all the
wilfully wicked will be destroyed.—Acts
3:19-23; Isaiah 35.

We affirm the pre-existence of Jesus
as the mighty Word (Logos)—Spokes-
man—‘‘the beginning of the creation of
God,” “the First-Born of every creature,”
the active Agent of the Heavenly Father,
Jehovah, in all the work of creatien.
“Without Him was not anything made

 that was made.” — Revelation 3:14;
‘ Colossians 1:15; John 1:3.

We affirm that the Word (Logos) was
made flesh—became the Babe of Beth-
Jehem—thus becoming the Man Jesus,

* “holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from
sinners.” As we affirm the humanity of
Jesus, we equally affirm the Divinity of
Christ—“God also hath highly exalted
Him, and given Him a name which is
above every name.,—Hebrews 7:26;
Philippians 2:9. .
~ We acknowledge that the personality
of the Holy Spirit is the Father and tle
Son; that the Holy Spirit proceeds from
both, and is manifested in all who re-
ceive the begetting of the Holy Spirit and
thereby become sons of God.—John 1:12;
1 Peter 1:3.

We affirm the resurrection of Christ—
that He was put to death in flesh but
quickened in Spirit. We deny that He
was raised in the flesh, and challenge any
statement to that effect as being unscrip-
tural—1 Peter 3:18; 2 Corinthians
3:17; 1 Corinthians 15:8; Acts 26 :13-15,
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Send postal-card request to the editor
for free copies of this paper. Some of
the interesting subjects you may have for 2
asking are:

Calamities—Why Permitted?

Our Lord’s Return.

Which Is the True Gospel?

The Battle of Armageddon,

What Is the Soul?

The Church of the Living God,

The Rebel Satan Doomed.

Gathering the Lord’s Jewels.

What Is Baptism?

The Law of Retribution,

Philosophy of Sin Atonement,

Where Are the Dead?
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CARDINAL GIBBONS

: ON CHURCH UNITY
REVIEW OF A STRONG PLEA FOR A UNITED CHRISTENDOM

Two Masterful Discoui’ses Compared—Many Points of Likeness as Well as of Difference—One
Shepherd, One Flock—One Head, One Body—One Heavenly Bridegroom, One Heavenly

Bride—Children of the Church—One Holy Catholic Apostolic Church.

PASTOR RUSSELL, at the New York
City Temple, recently preached a
strong sermon :on “Church’ Unity.” He
took for his text Matthew 23:8, “One
is your Master, even Christ; -and all ye
are brethren.” ' He said in part:

Some time ago, in the’ Cathedral at
Baltimore, Cardinal Gibbons délivered a
remarkable discourse advocating a united

Christendom. His strong plég contains
many ggod thoughts, some off which I
will now read: - . i
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they are nourished. In like manner our
Savior will have all the saplings of His
vineyard connected with the main stem,
all draw their nourishment from the
parent stock. In fact, our common sense
alone, apart from the revelation, is suf-
ficient to convince us that God could
not be the Author of various opposing
systems of religion. God is essentially
One. He is Truth itself.
the God. of dissension, but of peace.

“] see perfect harmony in the laws
which govern the physical world we.in-
habit. I see a marvelous unity in our
planetary system. Each planet moves in
its own sphere, and all are controlled by
‘Why should there not

grandest conception of His omnipotence,

‘God is. not *

second, a.divided Christendom. I'or long
centuries there was in ISurope practically
but the one Church—Roman Catholic.
The results were not all that could be
desired. That unity brought neither
secular nor religious education, nor did
it bring to the world the Millennium.
Rather, throughout that  long period
ignorance and superstition held sway.
During the last few centuries we have
had the division of Christendom into
various sects and parties. While the re-
sults are not satisfactory, not what the
Word of God prompts us to desire and
expect, nevertheless this divided condi-
tion has certainly tended toward greater -
freedom of thought, greater liberty from
ignorance and superstition.
Which 1s the True Church?
Agreeing with all the Scrip-

hat the world
lieve that Thou has sént Me’;’
because’: the " unity iof the
Church is the most luminous
evidence of the Divine mission
of Christ. :

“Unity of government is not
less essential to the Church of
Christ- than unity of doctrine.
Qur Divine Savior never
speaks of His churches, but
His Church.. He does not
say, ‘Upon this rock will I
build My Churches,” from
which words we must conclude
that it never was His inten-
tion to establish or to sanction

various conflicting denomina--

tions, but one corporate body,
with all the members united
under one visible head; for as
the Church is a visible body,
it must have a visible head.

Unity -of Faith and

Government.
“Qur Savior calls His
Church a sheepfold. ‘And

there shall be one fold and one
Shepherd.” What more beauti-
ful or fitting illustration  of
unity can we have than that
which is suggested by a sheep-
fold? All the sheep of a flock
cling together. If momentarily
separated, they are impatient till re-
united, They follow in the same path.
They feed on the same pastures. They
obey the same shepherd, and fly from
the voice of strangers. So did our Lord
intend that all the sheep of His fold
should be nourished by the same sacra-
ments and the same bread of life; that
they should follow the same rule of faith
as their guide to Heaven; that they
“should listen to the voice of one Chief
Pastor, and that they should carefully
shun false teachers. :

“His Church is compared to a human
body. ‘As in one body we have many
members, but all the members have not
the same office; so we, being many, are
one body in Christ, and everyone mem-
bers one of the other.,” In one body there
are many members, all. inseparably con-
nected with the head. The head com-
mands; and the foot instantly moves, the
hand is raised and the lips open. KEven
so our Lord ordained that His Church,
composed of many members, should be
all united in one supreme visible head,
whom they are bound to obey. .

“The Church is compared to a.vine,
all of whose branches, though spreading
far and wide, -are necessarily connected
with the main stem, and from its sap
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tural premises laid down by
Cardinal Gibbons, we must,
nevertheless, dispute his con-
cluzion that this ome Church,
which Christ declared He
would build upon the Rock of
Truth, and which would grow
to. a glorious Temple com-
posed of living stones, of
which St. Peter was one, is
the Roman Church. Equally
we disagree with our Baptist,
Presbyterian, Methodist, Luth-
eran and Congregational sys-
tems when they each profess
to be the one Church. Our
contention is that all who
turn their backs upon sin, ac-
cept the Lord Jesus as their
Savior, approach the Heav-
enly Father in full consecra-
tion through Jesus and who
receive the begetting of the
Holy Spirit of God—all ‘such
are sons of God, whether or
not they join the Roman Cath-
olic, the Congregational, the
Methodist, the Presbyterian or
other human systems.
Furthermore, our conten-
tion is that not one of these
human . systems, - Catholic or

Protestant, is recognized of

and the most bounteous manifestation of
His goodness and love for mankind?
“Hence, it is clear that Jesus Christ
intended that His Church should have
one common doctrine, which all Chris-
tians are bound to believe, and one uni-
form government, to which all should be
loyally attached. Where, then; shall we
find this essential unity of faith and
government? I answer, confidently, No-
where save in the Catholic Church.”

Pastor Russell Agrees with Cardinal.

I am pleased to say that I can agree
most heartily with Cardinal Gibbons’
presentation in almost every particular.
Unquestionably sectarianism 1is wholly
out of accord with the teachings of the
Scriptures. St. Paul declares that it is
a proof of carnality, of a fleshly mind,
of an unspiritual state. (1 Corinthians
3:3-7.) All Christians—both Catholic
and Protestant-—are coming to realize
this fact, although but a few years ago
some claimed that sectarianism led to a
greater zeal and energy in the Divine
service.

All conversant with - history will un-
derstand what I mean when I say that
God has been pleased to permit an illus-
tration—first, a united Christendom, and

God. They are all buman
institutions — originated by men and
maintained by men. Sometimes good
men and sometimes bad men have to do
with their organization and maintenance.
Indeed, we hold that each consecrated
believer is a child of God wherever he
may be—inside or outside of all denomi-
national walls or creeds.

In the Scriptures the true Church of
Christ is described as “the Church of
the First-borns, written in Heaven.”
(Hebrews 12:23.) Will -our Protestant
friends claim that their church 1oll cor-
responds to “the Lamb’s Book of
Life”? (Revelation 21 :27.) Would
Christians of any denomination dare to
make such a claim? Most assuredly,
No! We all realize that at the very
most the various sects and parties of
Christendom are composed of wheat and
tares; and that, so far as human judg-
ment can discern, the tares are vastly in
the majority.

Christian Union Never Lost.

From this standpoint we perceive that
the great masses, Catholic and Protes-
tant, never were the Church of Christ.
They have been children of this world,
not spirit-begotten New Creatures in

(Continued on 2d page, 2d column.)



2

had

AN

THE BIBLE STUDENTS MONTHLY, ‘Brookiy.

N. Y.

Vol. 7, No. 9.

AN

THE BIBLE STUDENTS MONTHLY

W. I. HUDGINGS, Editor.
13, 15, 17 KICKS ST., BROOKLYN, N. Y
Monthly—12 cts. a year. ' Single copies, le.

An Independent, Unsectarian
Religious  'Newspaper, Specially
Devoted to the Forwarding of
the Laymen’s Home Missionary
Movement for the Glory of God
and Good of Humanijty.

Ministers of the I. B. S. A. render their services at
funerals free of charge. They also invite correspond=
enceirom those desiring Christian counsel.

Little-Known Facts About Hell.

BY C. J. WOODWORTH.

The average man believes in hell, but
thinks few people go there and nobody
knows much about it. 'The Bible is the
only authority on the subject, and no one
can know anything about it, aside from
the Bible.

When we consider Christ’s statement
that unless a man loves Him more than
“father, and mother, and wife, and chil-
dren, and brethern, and sisters, yea, and
his own life also, he cannot be my dis-
ciple”  (Luke . 14:26), and reflect that
probably not one professed Christian in
a hundred has reached either this stand-
ard or the other one which He set in the
same chapter, that ‘“Whosoever he be of
you that forsaketh not all that he hath,
he cannot be My disciple” (Luke 14:33),
it should make us willing to consider
carefully what is to become of the 9,999
out of every 10,000 of earth’s populdt1on
that do not meet these conditions.

We all know that “The wicked shall be
turned into hell, and all the nations that
forget God” (Psa. 9:17) ; but how many
of us know that they will be re-turned
there; that the passage, correctly trans-
lated, reads, *“The wicked shall be re-
turned into hell, all the nations that for-
get God’ ’~show1ng that there are nations
‘which go into hell once, come out of hell,
learn of God, forget Him and are re-
turned there.

We may all know (Judges 11) that
Korah or Core went to hell, but how
many of us know .that he was accom-
_panied -to this place by his house, with
all his household goods, and two other
establishments - similarly equipped ?—
Num. 16:32, 33.

We may all know that the Sodomites
went ‘to hell. (Gen. 19), but how many
know that- they were accompamed by the
city in which they lived and that there
are other cities there ?—Maitt. 11:23.

We may all suppose that many heathen
warriors of Iong ago went to hell, but
how many of us know that they took
with them their weapons of . war, and
that their swords are there now, under
their heads, with what is left of their
bones ?—Ezek. 32:27.

We may understand that the wealthy
go to hell, but how many of us know that
in the same place are sheep, gray hairs,
worms, dust, trees and water?—Psa.
3219 %é Gen. 44 :31; Job 17:13-16; Ezek.

We may all know that bad men go to
hell, but how many of us know that the
Ancient Worthies, Jacob and Hezekiah,
fully expected to go there, and that falth-
ful Job prayed to go there >—Gen. 37:35;
Job 14 :13.

We may all wish to keep out of hell,
but how many of us know that David
said there is not a man that liveth that
shall deliver his soul from its power and
that Solomon says thou goest there, who-
soever thou art ?—Psa. 49:10; Eccl. 9:10.

We may think that those who go to
hell go there to stay forever, but how
many of us know that Samuel said, “The
Lord killeth and maketh alive; He bring-
eth down to- hell and bringeth up” out of
hell, and that David said God has the
same power to aid those in hell that He
has to bless those in heaven?—1 Sam.
2:6; Psa. 139:8. )

We may think that those who go into
hell never come out, and that there is
no record that any have come out, yet
there are at least two persons in history
who have been in hell and come out gf
hell. One is Jonah, who prayed in hell
and was delivered from hell (Jonah 2:2),
and the other is Christ, whose soul went
to hell, but “His soul was not left in
hell,” for God raised him up out of it.
(Acts 2:31.) And when Christ came out
of hell He brought with Him ‘“The keys
of hell” and now has the power and the
:Iiig]llst to let all its captives free—Rev.

We may suppose that hell is to last
forever, but the Prophet speaks of its
coming destruction, and John the Reve-
lator says that it is to be made to “de-
liver up the dead” which are in it, and it,
itself, is to be destroyed.—Hosea 13:14;
Rev. 20:13.

_The last passage cited affords the ex-
planation of the whole subject, for in
the margin opposite Rev. 20:13 the trans-
lators have explained that the word
“hell” means ‘‘grave.” Reversely, in the
margin opposite 1 Cor. 15 55 the trans-
lators have explained that ‘‘grave” means
“hell.”” - The terms are interchangeable
and the meaning is the same. In every
place in this article in which the citations
appear in italic type, the translators have
rendered Sheol or Hades by “grave” or
“pit” instead of “hell.”

- counterfeits of the

" the other religious instructors

A STRONG PLEA FOR A UNITED
CHRISTENDOM.

(Continued from 1st page, 4th colma.)

Christ, not living stones in the 'Temple,
not branches of the True Vine, not mem-
bers of the “little flock.”” They have
been worldly people with religious senti-
ments and good desires, who misunder-
stood the Bible teaching that only the
sidnctified are in Christ Jesus, called to
be saints. (1 Corinthians 1:2.) What
these large numbers of well-meaning but
mistaken people have done in the way
of organizing churches, lodges, "banks,

.etc,, has had nothing whatever to do
"with the great organization which God

‘effected eighteen centuries ago and which
has persisted as a unit ever since,’

B

The True Church has never. been di-

vided. Each memniber is united with the
Lord, the Head, and through Him to
e‘ery\other member of His Body, which
is the '‘Church. In this one Church there
has always been maintained one Lord
Jesus, one faith—His Word of Promise
—and one baptlsm—consecratlon into
His death.—2 Timothy 2:11, 12; Ephe-
sians 4:4-6.

Doés some one say, “Where is the his-
tory of this Church?’ We answer in the
words of the Apostle, ‘“The world know-
eth us not, even as it knew Him not.”
(1 John 3:1.) The world of Jesus’ day
were the professed religionists. Yet they
knew not the great Redeemer whom God
had sent; and they crucified Him. Simi-
larly, all down the Gospel Age, the great
religious teachers of the various systems
have not recognized the members of the
Body of Christ.

This is the very point which St. Paul
emphasizes. He declares that the fact
(and the philosophy of the fact) that the
Church are members of Christ is to the
world—both the religious world and the
irreligious world—a Hidden Mystery. It
is outside of their theory, their under-
standing.  Hence it is that the most
saintly characters, both Catholic and
Protestant, have been martyrs, as Jesus
was, as St. Stephen was, as all the Apos-
tles were, as all the faithful were during
the intermediate centuries; and as some
yet may be if an outward union be ef-
fected such as once prevailed—in the
Dark Ages.

Counterfeiting the True Church.

If we now declare that to a certain
extent the True Churh has been counter-
feited by both Catholics and Protestants,
let no one suppose that we wish to speak
unkindly, We do not charge that these
True Church .were
made 1ntentionally, but merely that the
Church, coming under the control of
brilliant minds not spirit-begotten, fol-
lowed their misrepresentations of God’s
‘Word.

For instance, the average Roman
Catholic does not know that he is not
a member of the Church. But Cardinal
Gibbons will not deny the fact, neither
will any other ecclesiastic. Their teach-
ing, most explicitly, is that the Pope and
compose
the Church, and that the people are the
children of the Church. Thus the Catho-
lic Church appropriates the words of
Jesus respecting the “little flock,” etc.,
and applies them to the clergy, not to
the congregation. This is the secret of

Papacy’s great mistake. In their ecclesi-

astical system they have a counterfeit of
the True Church. Because the Scriptures
declare that the Lord’s faithful “little
flock,” “the Church of the living God,”
will reign with Chrlst therefore Papacy
claims the right to reign with Heavenly
authority over the kingdoms of earth.
Papacy’s endeavor to carry out this erro-
neous reasoning has led to many grievous
persecutions and wars.

If Papacy has the counterfeit of the
True Church and the True Reign of
Christ, what does the Bible teach re-
specting the genuine? 'This: That the
experiences of the unknown, despised,
saintly followers in the footsteps of Jesus
constitute their preparation for a share
in the Kingdom with their Lord. When
the full number of the elect Church, pre-
destined of the Father, shall have been
gathered out of the world and glorified,
then God’s Kingdom shall be established

on  earth, and they shall be joint-heirs -

with the King of kings—Jesus Christ.
His Kingdom will rule the world, not by
guns and swords, not by burnings at the
stake and inquisitionary torments, but by
Heavenly power.

What our Catholic friends have is
merely a foreshadowing of the Truth re-
specting the Church as a mother, The
Scriptures teach that when Christ shall
institute His Millennial Kingdom for the
uplifting of mankind, He shall have a
Bride—the Church (Revelation 19:9)—
and shall figuratively beget children. That
is, during the thousand years of His
Reign the glorified Jesus will be the
Everlasting Ifather, Giver of everlasting
life on the earthly plane, to Adam and
all of his children who will accept it on
the Divine terms. Then the Church will
be the mother, the caretaker, of all man-
kind, to bring the willing and obedient
up to full human perfection and life
everlasting. All who refuse thig grace
<]))f ng will be destroyed in the Second

eat

Are Tuhere Protestant Counterfeits?

Although ' -Protestants repudiate the
Catholic idea that the clergy alone con-
stitute the Church, nevertheless in many

denominations we see this insidious error

in a slightly different form. 'This is
notably true in the Episcopal Church,
which puts the government into the hands
of the clergy and treats the laity to a
considerable extent as children, The
Methodist Xpiscopal Church follows
closely the same line of procedure. The
Presbyterian and Lutheran systems also
differentiate the clergy from the laity,
even though the laity be given some
recognition on the ecclesiastical boards,
usually for the purpose of securing finan-
cial aid or legal advice.

Congregationalists/ Baptists and Dis-
ciples most nearly recognize an equallty
between clergy and laity—that the entire
Church of God is a Royal Priesthood.
Yet even with these congregational bodies
an attempt is made to separate clergy
from laity and to hold all the spiritual
power and authority in the hands of the
clergy. In the Congregational Church
this is done along financidl lines. through
the Congregational Union. In the Bap-
tist Church the Baptist Ministers Agso-
ciation holds reins over the people and
tells them whom they may call for a
pastor—whom the Association will ordain
and whom refuse. Thus the same spirit
is manifested in all these earthly systems
and distinetly differentiates them all from
the One True Church and her Scriptural
regulations, which declare, “All ye are
brethren; One is your Master, even
Christ”; and One is your Pope, or
Father, even God.

‘We ask Cardinal Gibbons to consider
with us the Scriptural teachings which

we have presented ; namely, that the
Royal Priesthood is composed exclusively-
of saints, whether clergy or laity; that
this One Church is indivisible; that the
Heavenly Father, the Husbandman ot
this True Vine, permits none to remain
as branches, members of the True
Church, unless they bring forth the true
fruit of the Vine.” We ask the Cardinal
to consider the Scriptural teaching ‘that
this saintly class is now the Espoused
Virgin mentioned by St. Paul (2 Corinth-
ians 11:2); and that these are now
awaiting the completion of their number;
when the Heavenly Budegroom, at His”
Second Coming, will receive them to
Himself, By the power of the First
Resurrection they will “be changed in a
moment, in the twinkling of an eye,” to
be like their Lord. Then, as the Scrip-
tures declare, will come the Marriage of
the Lamb. (Revelation 19:7.) Shortly
after that event will come the Mjillennial
Kingdom and the regeneration of Adam’s
race—the giving to them of new life from
the Life-Giver.

- As for the great human institutions
which more or less counterfeit Christs
ngdom, these are also called vines in
Scripture—the vine of the earth, in con-
trast with the Vine of the Fathe1 s
right-hand planting. It is not for us to
determine how much good and how much
harm these earthly churches, vines of the
earth, have accomplished. This our Lord
will declare in His own season. But He
tells us that the grapes borne by these
vines—anger, malice, hatred, envy, strife,
cvil-speaking, ete.— will overflow the
Winepress of the Wrath of God in the
near fature, and bring upon mankind
that great Time of Trouble which our
Lord declares will be such as never was
before known.—Matt. 24 :21; Dan. 12:1.

QUESTIONS WITH INSPIRED ANSWERS

Questlon —Are the promises to the
saints of the ‘Gospel Age heavenly or
earthly promises?

Answer.—"“As- we have borne the
image of the earthly, we shall also bear
the image of the heavenly.” We are
“partakers of the heavenly calling.
Cor. 15:49; 2 Tim. 4:18; Heb. 3:1; 6:4;
Phil. 3:14; Eph. 2:6, 7; 2 Thess. 1:11,
12; 2 Tim. 1:9, 10.

Ql.estlon.-W111 the elect Church, the
“overcomers,” the “saints,” contmue to
be human beings, “of the earth earthy?”

Answer.—*“God hath given unto us ex-
ceeding great and precious promises, that
by these we might become partakers of
the divine nature’—*new creatures,”---
2 Pet, 1:4; 2 Cor. 5:17; Rom. 8:17, 18.

Question.—When will the full change
(begun in us by a change of heart, called
the begetting of the Spirit) be completed"
—When shall we be made like Christ our
Lord?

Answer. ———“We [samts] shall all be
changed.” * * “The dead [saints]
shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall
be changed, in a moment, in the twin-
kling of an eye * * * this mortal
shall put on immortality.” “Sown a nat-
ural [animal] body, it is raised a spir-
itual body.” “Thus is the [special]
resurrection of the [special, elect] dead.”
—1 Cor. 15:50-53, 42-44; Phil. 3:11.

Question.—Are full recompenses, either
rewards or punishments, to be expected
before the resurrection ?

Answer.—*Thou shalt be recompensed
at the resurrection of the just.”—Luke
14:14; Rev. 11:18; Matt. 16:27,

Questlon.-—What is the hope held out
for all except the elect Church of the
Gospel Age?

Answer.—The whole [human] creation
groaneth and travaileth in pain together
until now, waiting for the manifestation
of the sons of God [the saints].” Then
shall follow ‘times of restitution of all
things which God hath spoken by the
mouth of all his holy prophets since the
world began,” in which “all the families
of the earth shall be blessed” through the
elect “Seed” of Abraham.—Rom. 8:22,
19; Acts 3:19-21; Gal. 3:16, 29,

Question.—Are the dead conscious orf
unconscious ?

Answer.—‘‘The dead know not any-
thing.”—Eccl. 9:5; Psa. 146:4; Isa.
38:18, 19.

Question.—Have the departed saints
been praising the Lord all along during
the past ages?

Answer.—*The dead praise not the
Lord.—Psa. 115:17, 6:5; Eccl. 9:6

Question.—Did the prophets receive
their reward at death? or was it reserved
in God’s Plan to be given them at the be-
ginning of the -Millennium, the age of
judgment ?

Answer.—*“The time of the dead, that
they sheuld be judged, and that thou
shouldst give reward unto thy servants
the prophets,” is at the beginning of the
sounding of the last trumpet, the seventh
trumpet, at the end of the Gospel Age.—
Rev, 11:15, 183 Psa, 17:15.

Question.—Were the apostles promised
translation to heaven at death?—or must
they wait for the Lord’s second coming?

Answer.—“As I said to the Jews.
‘Whither I go ye cannot come; so now 1
say to you [apostles],” “I will come again
and receive you unto myself.””—John
13:33; 14:3.

Question.—Was it proper for the saints
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of the Gospel Age, except such as would
be living at the time of the Lord’ s return
to expect to be crowned at death?

Answer.—“When the chief Shepherd
shall appear, ye shall recene a crown of
glory that fadeth not away. '—1 Pet.5: 4

Tim. 4:8; 1 Pet. 1:4,

Question, _Did the Apostles expect
glory at death or at the second coming
of Christ?

Answer.—“When Chr1st who is our
life shall appear, then shall ye also ap-
pear -with him in. glory.”—Col. 3:4;
John 3:2.

Question.—David was one of the holv
prophets: Was he rewarded by bemg
token to heawen? .

Answer——‘DaVId is not ascended into
the heavens.”—Acts 2:3

Question.—How many had gone to
heaven up to the time of our Lord’s as-
cension ?

Answer.—“No man hath ascended up
to heaven but He that came down from
l?l)eaysen, even the Son of Man.’—John

Question.—Can He who created man
destroy him? Can the soul be destroyed
by its Creator

Answer.—“Fear Him who_is able to
destroy both soul and body in Gehenna
[the ‘Second Death’].” “He spared not
their souls from death.” “The soul that
sinneth, it shall d1e. '—Matt. 10:28; Psa.
78:50; KEzek. 18:4, 20; Psa. 2099,
Joshua 10 :35; Isa. 38: 17 Psa. 56:13;
30:3; 119-175 Matt. 26:38; Isa. 53:
10, 12,

Questlon —How great importance did
the Apostle Paul attach to the doctrine
of the resurrection?

Answer.—“If there be no resurrection
of the dead, then is not Christ risen.

% % Then they also which are fallen
asleep in Christ are perished.”—1 Cor.
15:13-18

Question.—-Are the unjust now being
tormented in some unknown hell? or do
they always meet the full penalty of their
unrighteousness in the present life? .

Answer—‘The Lord knoweth how to

* % reserve the unjust unto the day
of Judgment [the Millennial Day] to be
punished.”—2 Pet. 2:9; Job. 21:30.

Question.—What will be the end of
those who when tried are found incor-
rigible—wilfully wicked?

Answer.—They shall “go away into a
cutting off from life,” “be punished w1th
everlasting destruction [a destruction
which will never be terminated by a
resurrection] ;” for still “The wages of
sin is death,” “the Second Death;” and
still the gift of God, eternal life, is to be
had only in Christ. ‘“He that hath the
Son hath life;” he that hath not the Son
shall not receive that gift—Rom. 6:23;
Rev. 20:14, 15; Matt. 25:46; 1 John
5:12; 2 Thess. 1:9.

Whatsaythe Scripturesabout

SHEOL—HADES—HELL?

A very interesting pamphlet, explaining
every verse in the Bible in which the original
words are found that are translated into the
English as “Hell,” will be sent on postal-card
request, free of charge, to any one. Address
1. B. S. A, 15 Hicks Street, Brooklyn, N, Y.’
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Text:—In the sweat of thy face

shalt thou eat bread.—Gen. 3:19,

lamities, death, so in due time all shall

v I "HE Great Teacher said of the lilies. being made acquainted with sin, ca-

of the plain, “They toil not, neither

do they spin; yet I say unto you,
that even Solomon in’all his glory was
not arrayed like one of these” (Matthew
vi, 28, 29). Similarly we believe that.in
heaven the angels are free from toil.
Divine power exercised in their inter-
est makes toil unnecessary. He who
created the angels and made the lilies
is the same God by whose omnipotent
power we human beings came into ex-
istence. We are surrounded by condi-
tions - which call. for labor, toil, and
sweat of face, as indicated in our text.
Why are these things so? Why is man
less favored by his Creator than the
angels and the lilies? The answer to
this query is found in God’s great
Book, the Bible. As Bible Students
the majority of us know, of course,
the answer to this query. And yet. it
may prove beneficial to us to examine
the question afresh.

I remind you that the words of our
text are God’s comment upon the con-
ditions which now obtain and which
were made necessary by man’s diso-
bedience and the terms of his sen-
tence. As originally created the con-
ditions of sweat of face and battling
with thorns and insects too numerous
to mention were not necessary and
were not-imposed upon mankind. On
the contrary, Adam was bplaced in
‘Paradise, in the Garden of Eden,
whose every prospect was beautiful.
Tts trees were fruitful, yielding a va:ri-
ety and an abundance of life-giving
fruit for the maintenance of the king of
earth and his queen, mother Eve. The
responsibilities of the situation were
merely to dress, or keep, the garden—
to pluck its fruits and to prune the
waste foliage to Adam’s pleasement.
Every necessity was provided, as sure-
ly as in the case of the angels and the
lilies. The gredt change which thrust
our first parents from Paradise is the
result of *Original Sin”—disobedience
to God.

‘The basis of the fall may be said to
have been the temptation of the Ser-
pent, but otherwise, too, we may say
that it was the loss of faith in God on
the part of Mother Eve. Had she prop-
erly continued in faith and trust, the
Tempter's suggestions of disobedience
would have been promptly rejected.
¥y suggestion that the great. Creator
had been prompted by selfish motives
in forbidding the fruit of one particu-
lar kind of tree should have been
promptly reccgnized as slander. And
the further suggestion that the God of
all Grace and Truth lied to them and
distorted the facts when he warned
that disobedience would result in
deati—this misrepresentation should
have been indignantly resented. But,
alas! Mother Eve had not yet reached
that degree of character development;
she succumbed to the temptation,
crude as it was. Her desire for knowl-
edge ensnared her. A lesson to us in
this connection is that any knowledge
which may come to us as Bible Stu-
dents, or come to others, along any
“lines out of accord with the Divine tes-
timony, would be costly knowledge in-
deed.

“The Wages of Sin is Death”

The result of the disobedience might
have been the smiting of our first par-
ents by a thunderbolt, but, with gra-
cious purposes, God permitted them to
have what they undoubtedly preferred
—death by a dying process of cen-
turies. This gave Adam and his pos-
terity contact with sin. and its pen-
alty. The Divine object in so doing is
Scripturally declared to be that all
mankind may learn of the “exceeding
sinfulness of sin,” its ' undesirability
and the sureness of its penalty—death.
Had it not been for God’s intention by
and by to send the Redeemer and to
pay man’'s death penalty, and thus to
make possible his reclamation from
death conditions by re-creation proc-
esses, our race might better have been
instantly smitten to oblivion in our
first parents; and the Twenty Thou-
sand Millions of Adam’s children might
better have remained unborn. How-
ever, the Bible clearly reveals that “as
by man (Adam) came death, even so
by a man (Jesus) also comes the resur-
rection of the dead. ¥For as all in
Adam die, even 'so all in Christ shall
be made alive, every man in his own
order.” (I Corinthians xv, 21-23.)

The purpose of the Lord, clearly ex-
pressed, is that mankind in general
shall have the blessed opportunity of
sharing 'in the blessings of the Messi-
anic Kingdom—the uplifting blessings,
the restitution blessings, the resurrec-
tion blessings. St. Peter speaks of
that thousand years of blessing as
“times of restitution of all things,
which God hath spoken by the mouth
of all his holy prophets since the world
began” (Acts iii, 21). Very clearly
we discern God’'s wise purpose to be
that as mankind through Adam are

be made acquainted with righteous-
ness, Truth and the boon of lifé eter-
-nal in harmony with their Creator. In
that “restitution time,” by the contrast
of the rewards of righteousness with
the rewards of sin, the whole world
shall be brought to a knowledge of the
Truth and shall discern, not only the

Justice of God, but also his Wisdom,

Iove and Power.
The Tree of Knowledge.

Truly enough, the forbidden fruit
was of the tree of knowledge. The
eating of that fruit did indeed bring
with it to Mother Eve and to all
her children knowledge. It has required
Six Thousand years of experience un-
der the reign of Sin and Death to learn
one side, and it will require another
One Thousand Years, the period of
Christ’s reign, to teach Mother Eve
.and her family the other part of the
great lesson, namely, the knowledge
of Good. By the conclusion of Christ’s
reign the entire race of Adam will
know both Good and Evil experiment-
ally and, we trust, the majority of
them will have learned the lesson so
thoroughly that they will be fully out
of accord with sin in its every phase.
But while acknowledging that the eat-
ing of that fruit has become the chan-
nel of these lessons in evil, as in good,
we can see that these same lessons
might have been much more readily
inculcated otherwise, had our first
parents rejected the temptation and
proven loyal to their Creator.

Many misunderstand these words,
“Cursed is the earth,” to signify that
our Creator put a special blight upon
the fruitful and beautiful earth. On
the contrary, while he could have
brought the entire earth to full per-
fection before man’s creation, he did
not do so, but left the greater part
of it in a condition accursed or unfit
for human use and habitation even
while man was in harmony with God.
God merely “Prepared the Garden
Eastward in Eden” for the trial, the
testing, the proving of our first par-
ents, because he knew what would be
the result of that trial. He knew the
end from the beginning. Divine fore-
knowledge is the basis of the state-
ment, “Cursed is the earth for thy
sake;” it is thus unfit for you, in your
own ‘interest, because I foreknew your
transgression and what conditions
would be most favorable for you, that
your death sentence might bring you
the largest degree of knowledge and
the largest degree of experience in the
most helpful manner. '

Is it asked how the unfitness of the
earth could inure to man’s advantage
as a sinner and why the Lor,d placed
the cherubim with flaming sword to
keep the way to the Tree of Life? We
reply that all of the experiences of the
wisest of mankind corroborate the
Divine decision that it was wisest
and for the best ihterests of Adam
and his children that the curse, the
sentence, should affect him in all of
his relationships of life and particular-
ly in respect to his earthly home.
“Cursed is the earth for thy sake.
Thorns and thistles shall it bring forth
unto thee.”

Greed—Selfishness—Meanness.

The battle for bread which started
when our first parents were thrust out
of the Garden of Eden and obliged to
labor for their sustenance is a battle
which has kept up ever since. It has
had the effect of developing more and
more in the human mind that evil
quality called greed and selfishness. It
has had the effect of making our race
ignoble, mean. Father Adam, as the
bread-winner of the family, surely had
noble and generous qualities of heart
and a great love for Mother Eve; yet
one could imagine that, as age ad-
vanced upon him and he became six or
seven hundred years old, the toil con-
nected with his battle with the thorns
and thistles was the more severe and
that this would, of necessity, make
him the more careful, the more frugal,
even, perhaps, to the extent of parsi-
mony and meanness. Similar experi-
ences developed the same quality in
all of his children, and the habit so
grows upon us that, not merely are
those who have the barest of necessi-
ties impelled to be stingy and close,
but even those who come into posses-
sion of fabulous wealth have this par-
simony ingrained in their very being.

We may indeed see a blessing in the
Divine provision of this condition of
things. Were it not for selfish ambi-
tion and pride what would become of
the race, under the reign of “the Prince
of this world”? If every man, upon
obtaining a competence, were to sit
down and be satisfied, where would be
the world’s progress? How could it
carry on the great projects of life—the
public utilities, the public charities?
Some motive is necessary to keep in
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operation the great and complex ma-
chine we call civilization. Our Socialist
friends may tell us that Love and
Benevolence should actuate the human
mind in all these things for the public
benefit. We are ready to admit that
such would be a very ideal condition,
so far as the rich are concerned. But
why should we expect more of the
rich than’ of the poor, as respects love
and willingness to lay down life and
pleasure and wealth and comfort for
their feliow-men? Our Lord puts the
matter .the other way, saying, He that
is faithful in that which is least would
be faithful also in the greater things.
The poor man or woman who -is found
to be very generous and very helpful
to, his friends and neighbors is thus
attesting that if he were wealthy he
would probably use his wealth for the
public benefit. But, alas! we find com-
paratively little of unselfish love, either
in the poor or the rich. "And_this being
true, love could not be the motive
power of the world under present con-
ditions. .

Paradise to Be Restored.

‘We have already seen that it is nec-
essary, in viewing the Divine dealings
with humanity, to keep in memory the
future outcome of God’s Plan. Other-
wise the permission of Six Thousand
Years of the reign of Sin and Death
would be entirely unreasonable to us,
inconsistent with Divine Wisdom, Jus-
tice, Love and Power. But keeping in
memory the fact that it is the Divine
Purpose to reclaim man from his fallen
condition of imperfection of mind and
physique, and that it is the Divine in-
tention to make the entire earth a
Garden of Eden—Paradise—from this
standpoint, the permission of evil may
be clearly understood and appreciated
as a master-stroke of Divine Wisdom.

As one illustration of this, suppose
that Sin had not entered into the world
and the birth of humanity had been as
slow as in the case of Adam’s im-
mediate children (whose birth-rate was
probably about one a century), how
long would it have required to people
the earth? But in Adam’s fallen condi-
tion, as a part of the result of the fall,
the sorrows and conception of mother-
hood were greatly multiplied (Genesis
iii, 16), so that duri- ¢ the period
of Seven Thousand Years a sufficiency
of the human family will have been
born to properly fill it. Moreover, the
subduing of the earth has under Di-
vine forearrangement Ybeen accom-
plished by convict labor; for are not all
mankind convicts serving out a death

sentence? And is not our, Creator per-

mitting ‘'man, for his own good. to bat-
tle strenuously with the unfavorable
conditions prevailing in the earth? And
does not this battling serve to quicken
man in his mental qualities, even
though this quickening be chiefly along
selfish lines?

Furthermore, as we have heretofore
seen, the reign of Sin and Death
amongst mankind made it possible for
God, on the one hand, to show the se-
verity of his Justice in permitting us
to die thus, as a “groaning creation,
travailing in pain,” and it made possi-
ble the exhibition of his Love in
the providing of the Redeemer, who

bought us - with his' precious blood,”

Further be it remembered it served as
the occasion for the testing of Lucifer,
the proving of his disloyalty, when he
became Satan, the Adversary of God,
Additionally it furnished the oppor-
tune test of the loyalty or disloyalty
of all the angels of heaven, as recorded
in Genesis vi, Jude vi, and II Peter ii,
4, 'as we have previously seen.

“The Mystery of God.”

And now we come, dear friends, to
that feature of the great Divine ‘Plan
which is so peculiarly interesting to us
—to us who are Bible, Students; to us
who are’ disciples of Jesus; to us who
are trusting that he has accepted us as
“members of the Body of Christ,” as
members of the Bride, the Lamb’s Wife,
and his Joint-Heir in the XKingdom.
Without the permission of sin there
would have been no such opportunity
as we now enjoy of experiencing a
“change” of nature from earthly to
heavenly—human to Divine. As our
Lord would not have left the heavenly
glory to become a man and to suffer
and to die, the Just for the unjust, un-
less there had been sin in the world;
unless sinners had needed redemption;
so likewise we would have had no op-
portunity or privilege of joining with
our Lord in his sacrifice of himself!
‘We would have had no opportunity of
joint-heirship with him in his King-
dom!

Indeed, had there been no sin to con-
quer, to down, to overthrow, there
would have been no need for Christ's
Mediatorial Kingdom —for Christ's
reign of righteousness. ¥ad there
been no fallen condition of humanity
in sin, in degradation, there would
have been no work for the Royal
Priesthood to accomplish during the
“times of restitution,” during the ex-
istence of the Messianic Kingdom. So,
then, while appreciating the terrible
devastation of sin in the world, its ter-
rible consequences upon the human
family, we see behind the glorious Ad-
vent of our Lord in Kingdom power
a full recovery of the race from All
that was Lost in Adam and Redeemed
on Calvary. From this standpoint we
have a glimpse of the ‘length and
breadth and height and depth of the
Love and Justice, the Wisdom and the
Fower of our God. From this stand-
point we worship and adore our Al-
mighty Creator and our precious Re-
deemer! From this standpoint we may
have full confidence in the outcome,
that ultimately all shall have the full-
est opportunity of eternal life and tha
21l wilful evil=doers.shall-he sltimatals
destroyed in the Second Death, from
which there shall be no redemption, no
resurrection.

From this standpoint we may re-
joice to suffer with our Redeemer,
that we may be glorified with him
in his Kingdom and participate with
him in its glorious work of uplift-
ing the poor, fallen race to Para-
dise, and to all the perfections of
Adam. Yea, we may rejoice even in
the fecond Death of the unwilling and
'disobedient, realizing that true and
righteous is the Divine edict under

which they shall perish (II Peter ii, 12).

PASTOR RUSSELL’S <stupiEs IN THE .SCR[PTUREs"

International Bible Students Association, Publishers, Brooklyn, N. Y.
THESE Most Helpful BOOKS are PRINTED in 19 LANGUAGES

and sold without profit so as to enable all to have them.
MORE THAN EIGHT MILLION COPIES

aré in the hands of the thinking public! All should have them.

Vol. I—‘The Divine Plan of the Ages”
Vol., TI—“The Time is at Hand”
Vol III-*Thy Kingdom Come”’

Vol. IV—¢The Battle of Armageddon’
Vol, V=‘The Atonement”’
Vol. VI—¢The New Creation’’

A marvelous Library of religious knowledge and history of mankind
THE ENTIRE SET OF SIX VOLUMES (over 3 000 pages) NOW &2.65 POSTPAID

SPECIAL OFFER: With each set of STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES purchased
at the reduced price of $2.65 we will also give as a premium one year’s sub-

scription to T A
monthly religious journal.

THE WATCH TOWER, Pastor Russell’s sixteen page,
ORDER TO-DAY from Publishers.

semi-



4 N

|

o

Vol. 7, No. 9.

The Catholic Church
St. Peter’s

THE BIBLE STﬁDENTS MONTHLY, BrookLYN, N. Y.
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' PASTOR RUSSELL CLAIMS TO BE A TRUE CATHOLIC.

The Catholic Church—Its

Authority—St.

Divine

. How Keys of the Kingdom—What Power and Authority

Given Apostles—May Sins

Be Absolved? If So, by Whom?

HAVING been asked to state concisely
his position in reference to Catholi-
c¢ism and Protestantism Pastor Russell
recently gave out the following statement :
Ior some unaccountable reason numer-
ous Catholics have gotten the thought
that T am their foe, just as” Presbyte-
rians, Methodists, ldpiscopalians, Bap-
tists, etc.,, have the impression that I
am their foe. . I am a foe to no human
being, especially to no Christian. I be-
lieve more fully in Free Grace than do
Methodists—that ultimately God’s grace
will reach every human being. I believe
more emphatically than do most Presby-
terians that the Church is an especially
elect class, and is now being gathered out
of the world to be God’s agents in the
ultimate blessing of all the non-elect. I
believe with the Baptists that only the
Elect, the immersed, will constitute the
Kingaom of God, although I deny .their
claim that baptism in water is the real
immersion. I hold, with the Apostle,
that it is a baptism into Christ’s death.
Similarly I hold 'to the great Catholic
doctrine that there is only one true
Churech, founded by the Lord Jesus Christ
through His Apostles, nearly nineteen
centuries ago.

I am aware that several churches claim
to be Catholic, each declaring itself the
true Church and reprobating the others
as heretical. I take the still broader
catholi¢ ground—-that the word catholic
means general; and that any limitation
such as Roman Catholic, Greek Catholic,
ete., to that extent denies their catholic-
ity. Perhaps, therefore, I am really say-
ing that I am more catholic than any of
these brethren, :

I must prove my point or be misunder-
stood. I hold, and few, if any, will dis-
pute it, that the one catholic or general

_ Church Christ is that mentioned in
the B
borns, written in Heaven.” If this be
admitted, my next proposition is that the
Lord in Heaven records as members of
His true Church all the saintly—whether
Roman Catholics, Anglican Catholics,
Greek Catholics, Baptists, Methodists, or
Presbyterians, etc.—and none others.

Have we not here the one Church,
catholic, universal, the only Church
which the Bible recognizes? In the past
we have been too narrow and have sup-
posed that God was as narrow as our-
selves. It was on this account that Pres-
byterians, Roman Catholics, Anglicans,
Baptists, Methodists persecuted and were
persecuted, each thinking itself the true
Church. Are we not all getting broader
conceptions of our God and of His
Church? Do we not see that we were
mistaken in calling the outward organi-
zation the Church of Christ instead of
remembering that the Lord alone writes
the names of the Church, that He alone
reads the hearts, that He alone is the
Judge, and that He alone has the right
to blot out the names of reprobates?

St. Paul wrote against sectarianism,
already manifest in his day—some say-
ing: “I am of Paul’”’; others, “I am of
Peter”; ete. The Apostle asks, “Is Christ
divided?’ (1 Corinthians 1:10-13.) He
explaing that these sectarian names sig-
nified a spirit of division that failed to
recognize the true Head of the Church.
His true representatives and His true
members. The entire foundation of di-
vided Christianity would disappear and

the true Church of Christ be speedily

manifest, if true catholicity were ac-
knowledged.

The great obstacle to unity is the
erroneous doctrine of eternal torment.
We must open our eyes wider and see
that many of our theories were not
taught by Jesus and the Apostles. We
must see that the Church is a compara-
tively small company of Jesus’ footstep
followers, irrespective of sectarian lines;
and that the Bible teaches not that these
are to look over the battlements of
Heaven to all eternity and see all others
in torment, but that they are to demon-
strate their loyalty unto death and in due
time be associated with Messiah in His
Millennial Kingdem, which wiil bless
all the families of the earth-—the Iiving
and the dead, who will then be resur-
rected.

The Twelve Foundation Stones.

St. Paul declared that the saints of
God, the true catholic Church, “are built
upon the foundation of the Apostles and
Prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the
Chief Corner Stone.” (Ephesians 2:20.)

—“the Church of the Fifst-

The Twelve Apostles are here referred to
in their double office—Apostles especially
commissioned by the Lord as His repre-
sentatives, and Prophets, mouthpieces,
for the proclamation of His Message.
Jesus pictures the Church of Glory as
the New Jerusalem, and its twelve foun-
dations as twelve precious stones, in
which are the names of the TWELVE
Apostles of the Lamb—no more, no less
—St. Paul being God’s choice to take
Judas’ place.

To think of St. Peter as the only foun-
dation for the Church would be to deny
Christ’s teaching and St. Peter’'s own
statement—that the entire Church is
symbolically represented as living stones
built together by the Lord through the
Holy Spirit. (1 Peter 2:4-10.) It was
a costly mistake when our forefathers,
overlooking this well-established point of
Scripture, thought of their bishops as
Apostolic Bishops, and took their deci-
sions in councils assembled as the voice
of God. The voice of God to and through
the Church came only through “the
twelve Apostles of the Lamb.” All others
claiming this authority are denounced by
Jesus Himself as pseudo-Apostles—false
Apostles.—Revelation 2:2.

Power in Heaven and in Earth.

As St. Peter was only one of the twelve
foundation stones of the Church, so, like-
wise, he was only one of The Twelve
to whom the Lord declared, “Whatsoever

e shall bind on earth shall be bound in
Ieaven; and whatsoever ye shall loose
on earth shall be loosed in. Heaven”
(Matthew 18:18)—the same statement
exactly that on another occasion He made
to St. Peter only. But He gave the keys
to St. Peter alone.

Would it seem reasonable that Jesus
should tell His Apostles that God would
do whatever they bade Him do—taking
to Heaven whom they pleased and ex-
cluding whom they rejected? Would it be
wise or safe to entrust to poor humanity
such dictatorial powers respecting the
eternal interest of even one individual?
Assuredly not! When we remember that
these Apostles declared themselves men
of like passions with others, that St.
Peter himself dissembled on one occasion,
and on another denied his Master, we
are the more convinced that Jesus did
not mean that God would abdicate His
Divine authority and wisdom in favor of
any twelve men.

What the passage implies is that the
Lord would so overrule the utterances
and writings of His twelve Apostles as to
make them safe guides for His Church.
Through the Holy Spirit at Pentecost
these Apostles would be enabled to under-
stand which things of the Jewish Law
were binding upon the Church, and
which not binding. Their decision would
be absolutely right, and the entire Church
might have confidence that what the
Apostles bound or loosed on earth was
equally bound or loosed \in Heaven. See
Acts 15 :28, 29,

To get back into proper relationship
with each other, God’s people must recog-
nize that all the words _of the New
Testament Apostles and Trophets are
authoritative, properly representing the
Divine mind. ~ Other things men have
bound or loosed on earth, without recog-
nition in Heaven. The things necessary
to the Church are found only in the
Bib%;e, s’xzs St. Paul declares.—2 Timothy

The Church Upon the Rock.

“Other foundation can no man lay
than that is laid, Jesus Christ.” (1-Co-
rinthians 3:11.) In the Divine arrange-
ment Jesus Christ is the Foundation, the
Rock, upon which is built the entire su-
perstructure of His Church—the one
Catholic, world-wide Church. The New
Jerusalem, the Church in glory, had
twelve foundation stones, built upon the
one Foundation Rock, the Lord Jesus
Christ. It would manifestly be errone-
ous, therefore, to suppose that our Lord
abdicated His own place in the Church
in favor of St. Peter, as much as He
loved him. St. Peter was merely one of
the twelve precious-stone foundations.

What, then, did Jesus mean when He
called St. Peter a stone, spoke of building
His Church upon “this rock,” and de-
clared that the gates of Hell (Hades,
the grave) would not prevail against it?
We reply, Jesus went down into the
prison-house of death, Sheol, Hades. the
tomb; but on the third day these gates
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opened, and He came forth, So likewise
these gates will not prevail against the
Church. This is an assurance of the
resurrection of the dead. -

To understand our text we should read
its context. The disciples had told Jesus
the common talk respecting Himself. He
then asked them, ‘“Who say ye that I
am?” ' St. Peter answered, “Thou art the
Christ, the Son of the living God.” This
was the first public declaration of Jesus’
Messiahship. Even the disciples had only
now come to recognize their Teacher as
the long-promised Messiah. Jesus an-
swered, “Blessed art thou, Simon, son
of Jonas; for flesh and blood hath not
revealed this unto thee, but My Father
in Heaven, Thou art Peter (a stone,
ready for the spiritual Temple, the first
to publicly acknowledge Jesus), and upon
this rock (the truth just declared, that I
am Messiah) I will build My Church.”

In the Greek the word Peter signifies
a stone of moderate size, while the word
~here rendered rock signifies a mass of
stone. St. Peter’s statemen. was a recog-
nition of Jesus as the great Foundation
of the Divine Plan—Messiah. Upon that
foundation truth, that Jesus is Christ,
the Church is built; and St. Peter was
the first living stone to build himself
upon that foundation. St. Peter himself
gives us the same thought. (1 Peter
2:5-8.) 'This entire Gospel Age has been
devoted to the building of these living
stones upon that great Foundation Rock,
Christ Jesus. When the great Temple
of God is completed, the New Dispensa-
tion will be inaugurated.

“The Keys of the Kingdom.”

To St. Peter our Lord said, “I will
give thee the keys of the Kingdom of
Heaven.” We shall not suppose that any
who hear this discourse or read it in the
newspapers are stupid enough to think
Jesus meant that Heaven is locked up,
and that nobody could get in except as
St. Peter would admit them. True, some
-have voiced such fantastic notions. But
we refuse to believe that intelligent people
could be in earnest in any such view.

St. Peter was honored in being per-
mitted to do an opening work connected
with the inauguration of the Church. The
Bible shows us two different keys. A

key is a symbol of power or authority or
an initiative. St. Peter used his first key
of privilege on Pentecost. When the Holy
Spirit came upon the early waiting
Church, St. Peter explained the situation
and opened the door into the Church of
Christ for the Jews, admonishing them
to enter, He told of the merit of Christ’s
death, resurrection and ascension, and
how forgiveness of sins was, therefore,
preached in His name.—Acts 2:14-36. .
The second key to the Kingdom of

Heaven—the Church, the embryo King--

dom preparing for glory—=8St. Peter used
three and a half years later. Then the
seventieth week of Divine favor prophet-
iscally appointed to the Jews expired, and
the time came that ‘‘the Gentiles might
be fellow-heirs with the Jews of the same
Promise.” The opening work was with
the household of Cornelius, to whom St.
Peter preached Christ. Thus the Gentile
door into the Kingdom was thrown wide
open.—Acts 10,

Repentance and Remission of Sins.

“That repentance and remission of sins
might be preached in His name to all
people.” (Luke 24:47.) God never gave
power to bishops, priests or ministers of
any denomination to forgive sins. ‘“Who
can forgive sins but God alone?’ Nor
did Jesus give authority to His Apostles
to forgive sins. They might preach re-
pentance and forgiveness, but ONLY IN
HIS NAME. Nowhere in the Bible is
there a statement to the effect that the
Apostles undertook to forgive sins.

In proportion as God’s people throw
away their sectarian spectacles they can
read God’s Message in the words of Jesus
and the Apostles. Let us hold fast the
precious Word, which Jesus exhorts us
to search and which is sufficient that the
man of God may be perfect, thoroughly
furnished. '

Let us remember that there is only one.
true catholic, universal Church, each
member of which is a saint, related to
God and the Lord Jesus Christ through
faith, repentance and remission of sin
and begetting of the Holy Spirit; and
that a member of the Body of Christ is
a member of that Body anywhere. “Now
are ye the Body of Christ, and members
in particular.”—1 Corinthians 12 :27.

 FLIES IN THE OINTMENT

“Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature.”’ —Mark 16:15, 16.

HERI is wisdom in the Proverb which

says that dead flies cause precious oint-
qonent. to stink, This is particularly true
in respect to the Bible. It is a precious
ointment of sweet odor, but certain flies
have gotten into it whose corruption have
destroyed the perfume of the Divine rec-
ords.in the estimation of many—an in-
telligent and growing number. Some of
these dead flies were mistranslations;
some of them misinterpretations, and
some of them, including the text, were
interpolations-—unauthorized additions to
the Scriptures as originally written.

Many Use Spurious Texts.

All of the sixteenth chapter of Mark,
from the ninth verse to the end, is now
well known to all scholars as an addi-
tion made to what St. Mark wrote. It
has been known for years to all Bible
scholars that the two oldest Greek manu-
seripts known to the world end the Book
of Mark with the preceding verse (8).
And these two oldest manuscripts belong
to the Fourth Century. Evidently, there-
fore, this addition to the Scriptures was
made about four hundred years after St.
Mark’s death, Why the ministers of
Christendom fail to inform the Christian
publie of what they all know or should
know we do not here pretend to say.
Why many of them use these spurious
verses as texts to sermons without ex-
plaining that they are spurious is not
for us to judge. We would say, how-
ever, that some use these verses because
they suit their theories as no other verses
in the Bible would do.

Some zealous Christians use this text
as a club upon other Christians, claiming
that if they are not baptized with water
they will surely be damned, millions of
them even claiming that it must be by
an immersion in water. And by damned
they mean eternally, everlastingly tor-
mented by fireproof devils. They go fur-
ther and make this spurious addition to
God’s Word the basis of the theory that
the Church is responsible for the Chris-
tianization of the world, and that every
heathen who does not believe and who
is not baptized—some say immersed—
will be damned to eternal torture for
their unbelief and lack of baptism. Thus
this spurious statement dishonors God,
antagonizes all sensible minds, and makes
narrower and harder those who can and
do believe.

Ability to Brink Poison.

Many Christian people have their faith
shaken in respect to their own r&hation-
ship to God because of the statements fol-
lowing this text—to the effect that all be-
lievers would have the power to cast out
devils, to speak ‘with new tongues, to
handle serpents without injury, to drink
deadly poison without injury, and to lay

hands on the sick and cause recovery.
Many worldly-minded people, reading
these statements, declare them to be bun-
combe, or else that the Church of Christ
has lost a power which it should still pos-
sess. And yet intelligent ministers quote
these spurious words instead of informing
the people that they are no part of God’s
Message and that they are not true. The

-

Scriptures do teach that miracles of

tongues, healings, etc., were permitted in
the days of the Apostles for the purpose
of establishing the infant Church. But

it is true that such powers were commu- -

nicated, according to the Scriptures, by

‘the laying on of the Apostles’ hands; and

hence, as soon as the Apostles were dead
and those upon whom they had laid their
hands, and consecutively those who had*
received the Apostolic blessing and gifts
of the holy Spirit were dead, all those
miracles and healings naturally ceased,
as St. Paul foretold.—1 Cor. 13:8.

“Let Him That Hath an Ear Hear”
the Good News.

While the Gospel is to be preached in
every npation, it is not with a view to
converting all of mankind, but, as many
Scriptures show, as a witness to the
world and for the selection from among
the world of a “little flock” of saints—
“called, chosen and faithful”—to consti-
tute Messiah’s associates in his Media-
torial Kingdom, which shortly is to bless
humanity with glorious opportunities of
knowledge and uplifting influences, which

will restore the willing and obedient to

full harmony with God, full release from
sin and death, sorrow and pain, to life
eternal as perfect men in a world-wide
“Paradise restored.”

FACTS FOIL THE ASSASSINATION OF
PASTOR RUSSELL'S CHARAGTER

. A post card request bringa free a clear
cut statement of the facts atissue.
Address Warca Tower, Brooklyn, N. Y.

Those who read carefully and get the
benefit of the pure spiritual atmosphere
into which Pastor Russell leads them,
need not be told that the many vile
printed and pulpit attacks are wholly
false and merely the despe-até efforts of
opponents whose nefarious schemes to
keep the people in ignorance of the truth |
on all subjects Pastor Russell is so fear-
lessly and thoroughly exposing.

Itisfor this reason that the millions of
newspaper readers continue to enjoy
Pastor Russell’s pen products. The |
fact is that not a soul on earth has the
slightest cause for grievance against
Pastor Russell, except that he is telling
the common people truths the clergy
wish them not to know.
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