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JONAH IN THE
-BELLY OF HELL

“OUT OF THE BELLY OF HELL CRIED 1”—JONAH 2:2.

SYNOPSIS of Pastor Russell’s

recent sermon on “Jonah,”

which has caused quite a sen-
sation, will be read with interest. He
said in part:

Some, intent on disproving as much
as possible of the ible, have at-
tempted to make light of Jonah’s
experiences, claiming that there was
no fish in the world of such capacity
as could swallow a man entirely. We
are to remember, however, that the
Scriptures do not say that it was an
ordinary whale that swaHowed Jonah,
but rather they specifically declare
that God ‘“‘specially prepared’” a great
fish for the occasion. Nor is that all.
We have our Lord’s own testimony
to the truthfulness of the matter, and
whoever denies either His truthfulness
or His intelligence is thereby denying
also His Messiahship and repudiating
Him as a Savior, because neither a
falsifier nor a dupe could possibly be
recognized as the great Redeemer and
Savior, the Sent of God, the Messiah.

Additionally our Lord informs us
that the Jonah incident was in the
nature of a type, especially designed
of God to foreshadow the fact that
Jesus Himself would be dead for parts
of three days and arise from the dead
on the third day, even
as Jonah was buried
alive for parts of three
days and on the third
day the great fish vom-
ited him upon dry land.
There is nothing diffi-
cult about the mnarra-
tive to one who has
proper faith im God. To
those who have not
faith, nothing comnected
with Divine revelation
is reasonable, commend-
able or satisfactory. Let
us continue to main-
tain our stand with
those who hold fast to
the Word of Life.

The Belly of Hell
Described.

But what have ‘“the
belly of hell” and the
poor soul crying from it
to do with the story of Jonah? Jonah
was in the belly of hell and his cry
unto the Lord from there constitutes
our text. When a boy I heard this
text, and my imagination conjured up
what hell was like and especially
what the belly of hell, or what I sup-
posed the middle part of it, was like.
I had the opportunity of looking into
blast furnaces through what is called
the glory-hole or peep-hole. There I
noted that the center of the fire was
at white heat. I tried to imagine peo-
ple in such a condition in the very
middle or belly of hell. I could not
imagine how they could survive such
an experience a single moment, let
alone for all eternity. I sought theo-
logical expositions of the matter and
learned that some theologians of the
hoary past, admitting the destructive
effect of fire, claimed that God would
specially vitalize all the poor crea-
tures consigned to this torment, so
that they would never die, but would
keep on suffering forever and forever
and forever, untellable tortures. I
found that other theologians ex-
plainéd that those consigred to such
a fiery ordeal would gradually be-
come adapted to it and assume an
asbestos-like shell which would meas-
urably - protect them from the fire.
But these theolozians went on to ex-
plain that. wishing them to suffer
horrible tortures. God would scale off
the ashestos shell, causing them to

suffer stiill more excruciatingly every
time the operation waspeyformed.
,As a child I tried to imagine that
this was the just desert of sinners,
and that the Heavenly Father was
really kind and loving—that He did
not give them worse, though I could
not think of anything worse that
they could suffer.

“When I was a child, I spake as a
chil¢: but when I became a man, I
put away childish things.” (I Corin-
thians 13:11.) I asked for the proof
that anybody could endure such suf-
ferings and yet live. I asked for the
proof that our God is as unsympathet-
ic as any devil could be. My mind
rejected as irrational the whole pro-
vosition. I said: The God whom I
shall worship must be a greater being
than myself—greater than any human
being, not only in power to execute
His will, but also in wisdom to make
a wise arrangement for His creatures,
and also perfect in justice to do to
them as he would have them do to
Him, if he were -the creature and they
the God. He must also be perfect in
love, the noblest feature of any char-
acter. I said to myself: Such must
be the God who was the Creator of
our race, for He has produced in

Enters “The Hell Belly”—Jonah 2:2

humanity certain degrees of these
various qualities and he could not
give to man what he does not him-
self possess, mor can we suppose
that he would create man with more
Justice, wisdom, love and power than
he himself possesses. To that great
God I bowed my heart and mind
and every power that I possess. To
him I still bow, and give thanks that
by his grace I have come to see his
character, his Plan and his Word
more clearly than in the past. I
thank him that now I can see in
what way ultimately Jesus will be
the “Light of the world”—not merely
the Light of the Church.—John 8:12.

In abandoning the doctrine of eter-
nal torment my disposition was to
abandon the Bible also, because I be-
lieved that the Bible was the founda-
tion of the irrational theory which
had pictured God to my mind as a
demon of the worst imaginable type.
But, thank God, dear friends, the
Lord heard my prayer for light, for
knowlelge respecting himself. After
I had made a search of heathen
creeds, as well as those of Christen-
dom, and had found them all illogi-
cal, unreasonable, unsatisfactory, I
turned to the Bible again, saying,
Perhaps I have not done the Bible
justice; perhaps I have unconsciously
attributed to the Bible the teachings
of the creeds. Perhans I have read
it through colored spectacles. Pray-

ing to God for guidance I took up
Bible study in a very different way
from previously. I began to study
the Bible as I should have done at
first—without reference to any of the

cree’s. I began to let God teach me.
I ceased to say, It. reads, “Thus,”
but it must mean otherwise. It says,

“So and so,” but cannot mean that,
but the reverse. In other words I
ceased to try to teach God and en-
deavored to be taught of God through
his Word, guided by his Holy Spirit.
International Bible Studies.

That was forty-four years ago.
Under the Lord’s blessing I found the
Key to the interpretation of the
Scriptures—not because of ability,
but, I Lelieve, because it is now due
time for the Bible to be understood—
in the closing of this Gospel Age
and the dawning of the Millennial
Day. Having found the Key and
used it myself I have spent my best
endeavors since to put the Key into
the hands of God’s consecrated peo-
ple the world over. I have nothing
to boast of, dear friends, but have
much to be glad for. First, I am glad
on my own account with a joy un-
speakable, that now I know my
Heavenly Father and can have con-
fidence in him and can have love
for him as never before. I am thank-
ful that, to some extent, I have been
enabled to convey similar joys,
similar blessings, to others of his
dear people of all denominations in
all parts of the world. The Lord
has gradually enlarged my opportuni-
ties year by year. I am not build-
ing a sect—not making a new de-
nomination—not founding a Church.
We have had too much of that sort of
thing already. Not only have we
Wesley’s Church and Calvin’s Church,
etc., etc.,, but it has become the cus-
tom for each minister to be spoken
of as the proprietor of the Church;
as, for example, the Reverend Dr.
A.s Church, It has become a custom,
too, for the preachers to speak of the
people as “My people,” “My Church.”
This is all wrong. I wish to have
neither part nor lot in it. I have no
Church, and wish for none. There
is but the one Church—the Church
of Christ—‘“the Church of the Liv-
ing uyod”—"“the Church of the First-
Borns, whose names are written in
Heaven.” That Church includes in its
membership every true saint of God
who trusts in the merit of Christ
and seeks to walk in his footsteps.
Whatever - earthly systems such may
be identified with are without Divine
authorization. Their standing in
God’s sight is merely because of their
identification with Christ as ‘“mem-
bers of his Body.”

In God’s providence I was led to
publish six volumes of “Studies in the
Scriptures,” or Bible Keys. These
were taken up by the Bible and Tract
Society, and published at cost price,
to enable all of God’s people every-
where to procure them. They are
now published in twenty of the
most prominent languages. The first
Volume, “The Plan o. the Ages,” has
reached almost to the five million
mark. I have received not one cent
of royalty. My life is a very simple
one. My expenses are small. I accept
no salary and take up no collections.
Voluntary donations from those who

have been blessed by my labors sup-.

ply my needs and the surplus goes
to the Bible and Tract Society for
the forwarding of its work—‘“The
Promulgation of Christian Xnowl-
edge.”

Each earnest Christian who obtains
the assistance of these Bible Keys
and enters into the treasures of God’s
Word and becomes rich himself in
spiritual knowledge and in joy and
peace of heart, is glad to call the
attention of others to these Bible
Helps. Thus the International classes
of Bible Students of all denominations
in all parts of the world are spring-
ing up and a blessed light, we be-
lieve, is going forth from these, as-
sistful to all who love righteousness
and hate iniquity. Although I am the
regular Pastor of the New York City
Temple and of the Brooklyn Taber-

nacle congregation, there are several -
assistants and I am privileged to
speak to thinking Christians in vari-
ous parts of the world, especially in
the United States. Only the Lord
knows how I thank him for this
privilege of service, and for the still
larger opportunity afforded me
through the colunins of some of the
principal papers of the United States.

My sermons are handled by a Syn-
dicate, and I am advised that now
they appear in several hundred news-
papers, aggregating a circulation of
several million copies. All these peo-
ple, of every denomination who do
any thinking at all, I am sure have
had similar difficulties to those which
I experienced—difficulties in compre-
hending how our Heavenly Father
could be a good Father, a gcod God, a
loving Creator end yet provide for
his human creatures such terrible
destinies as all the creeds of the
“dark ages” set forth. There is not
a thinking Christian in the world
who does not need the correct under-
standing of the Bible 1 order to be
able to stand in the evil day that is
upon us. All need to give heed to
St. Paul’s words, “Take unto you the
whole armor of God, that ye may be
able to withstand in the evil day, and,
having done all, to stand.” (Ephe-
sians 6:13.) Our day is a blessed
one in respect to its wonderful op-
portunities and privileges, but it is
an evil one in the sense of being a
time of great trial and testing of
faith to Christendom.

Thinking minds are rejecting the
doctrine of eternal torment and gen-
erally at the same time rejecting the
Bibte and denying that it is the in-
spired Word of God. . These dear
friends are stumbling into infidelity
and think that Higher Criticism and
Darwin’s Evolution theory are new
light. What they need is to see that
the truz light is in the Bible and
that, wearing our grandfathers’ spec-
tacles, we misread the Word of God
and wrested it to our own injury and
to the loss of our peace of mind and
fellowship with the Father and Son.

The Key to the Scriptures.

‘Whoever gets the proper under-
standing of our text has in his pos-
session the Key to the Bible. If he
will use it, passage after passage will
open for him and the whole Word of,
God becomes a new and glorious rev-
elation of Justice, Wisdom, Love
and Power Divine.

The Prophet Jonah was in the
fish’s belly—he was buried alive. It
is this that is referred to in our
text. The words ‘“hell-belly” signify
grave-belly or belly-grave. The con-
text shows all this, telling us addi-
tionally that sea-weeds were wrapped
about the Prophet’s head and that
God heard his prayer and delivered
him from .the hell-belly, or belly-
grave, on the third day, by causing
the fish to vomit him up. If you
have a reference Bible note that in
the margin there is a reference to
the words ef our text, saying, “He-
brew, the grave.” Ah! says one, The
translators merely made a mistake
and translated it ‘“hell” when they
should have translated it ‘“grave.”
Yes, I answer, and they made the
same mistake in every case in which
they used the same word “sheol”
throughout the Old Testament. As
it is, ‘“sheol” is transl ted ‘‘grave”
more times than it is translated
“hell” in our Common Version; but it
should be translated ‘“grave” every
time. There we have the Key to the
Bible. The hell of the Bible, the
penalty for sin, is death, the grave,
the tomb. It is not an everlasting
hell, for several Scriptures declare
that ‘‘sheol” (hell) shall be destroyed.
“I will ransom them from the power
of the ‘grave’ (sheol); I will redeem
them from death; O death, I will be
thy plagues; O grave (sheol, hell),
I will be thy destruction.” (Hosea
13:14.) St. Paul quotes this proph-
ecy in conjunction with his great
discourse on the resurrection, “O
death, where is thy sting? O grave
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READING FACILITATED FOR THE
BLIND.

Dr. Max Herz, of Vienna, well
known in scientific circles, is the in-
ventor of a contrivance enabling the
Blind, by means of a. combination of
a talking machine and the telegraph,
to “read” with greater ease than was
heretofore possible by the aid of com-
plicated and expensive Braille books.

The underlying feature of this new
svstem is a mechanism, by means of
which the “Morse” and other tele-
graphic characters are conveyed to
tne Blind by way of the ear. The
machine is supplied with a combina-
tion of small piates, every one of
which contains a story completely
written out. To operate these §0und
plates, another piece of machinery,
consisting of two Morse-keys and
electrical sound-receivers, is neces-
sary. The latter are connected by
means of a needle, which makes im-
prints on a prepared wax tablet. The
sound plates contain both short and
long tunes and can be sold at ex-
tremely low prices. It is intended
to publish a daily paper for the blind.

ELECTRICITY AFTER 50 YEARS.

Dr. Chas. Steinmetz, of Schenec-
tady, N. Y., one of the country’s most
noted experts on electricity, stated
last week in the course of a speech
delivered in Cleveland: “Within 100,
if not within 50, years electricity will
be the general motive power and all
the work which now has to be per-
formed by man in the sweat of his
brow, will then be done as quick
as lightning.” Electrical power, he
added, would become as cheap as the
air, givirg to the world of mankind
ample time to apply itself to higher
tasks than to breaking stones for
one’s bread, as most of us are forced
to do. .

Mr. Steinmetz is not only an in-
genious and ceaselessly working in-
ventor, but also a philanthropist, and
as such he is doing big things in his
capacity as president of the city coun-
cil and of the school board of Sche-
nectady, N. Y. * Exchange.

WONDERS OF THE TELEPHONE.

Dr. H. Barringer Cox announces
that he has invented a new wireless
underground telephone. At the same
time he claims to have gotten, in con-
nectien therewith, the clue to a new
electric phenomenon, the principal
feature of the same being the Dpos-
sibility of sending an electric current
over a single conduit. For five
months Dr. Cox has been at work in

os Olives, Calif.,, constructing a
wireless telephone system for the
forestry service. He Las now suc-
ceeded in conducting the human
voice through the soil. ' he new
wireless telephone consists of a reg-
ulation telephone ajparatus and a
newly invented contrivance, which
may be connected as a conduit with
the soil. Dr. Cox expects to go to
Washington shortly, in order to lay
his new invention before the Govern-
ment. Exchange.

FACTS FOIL THE ASSASSINATION
OF PASTOR RUSSELL'’S
CHARACTER.

A post-card request brings free to
any one who doubts Pastor Russell’s
purity of life and sincerity of purpose,
a clear cut statement of the facts at
issue. Address Watch Tower, Brook-
lyn, N. Y.

Those who read carefully and get
the benefit of the pure spiritual at-
mosphere into which Pastor Russell
leads them need not be told that the
many vile printed and pulpit attacks
are wholly false and merely the des-
perate efforts of opponents whose
nefarious schemes to keep the people
in ignorance of the truth on all sub-
jects Pastor Russell is so fearlessly
and thoroughly exposing.

It is for this reason that the mil-
lions of newspaper readers continue
to enjoy Pastor Russell’s pen products
and are not being influenced by any
of the so-called news reports with
scare-headlines, some of which, if
even partially true, would have sent
Pastor Russell to prison long ago; but
the fact is that not a soul on earth
has the slightest cause for grievance
against Pastor Russell, except that he
is telling the common people truths
the clergy wish them not to know.
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(hades) where is
Corinthians 15:55.
Christ Died for Our Sins.

We see, dear triends, what our
dear Redeemer suffered on our be-
half to release us from the penalty
for sin. He did not go to eternal
torment for our sins. He did go into
sheol, into hades, into the grave.
“Christ died for our sins, according
to the Scriptures.” (1 Corinthians 15:
3.) Thus God has provided for the
resurrection of the dead—all man-
kind, “both of the just and of the
unjust.” The just are the Church,
the saints. The unjust include all
others. The blood of Jesus will avail
for the release of every member of
the race from the great penalty of
death. Now it operates under a
special call to the saintly few who
are invited to become joint-heirs with
the Redeemer in his great Kingdom
which shortly is to bless all the

thy victory?’—I

families of the earth—not only those
then living, but also ail who have
gone down to the tomb. The general
resurrection will not be an instan-
taneous one, as in the case of the
saints. It will be a gradual one in
two senses:

(1) All will not come forth at once,
but as the Apostle declares, “Every
man in his o~n order,” company or
band.—1Corinthians 15:23.

(2) It will be graduai in the sense
that the awakening from the tomb
will be but the beginning of the res-
urrection of the world. During the
thousand years of Christ’s reign all
who will give heed to his instruc-
tions and assistance may rise grad-
ually—up, up, up—and by the close
of the Millennium they will reach the
full perfection and image of God, lost
by Father Adam through disobedience.
The unwilling, those rebellious after
the light has fully come upon them,
will be destroyed in the Second
Death, from which there will be no
recovery:. They will perish as the
brute beasts.

A GREAT CONQUEROR,
A GRAND TRIUMPH

“When He ascended up on High, He led a multitude of captives”
—Ephesiaus 4:8, margin.

N one sense of the word, our Lord
Jesus ascended at the time of His
resurrection from the dead; for
then He left the human nature and the
and the tomb for the Divine nature
and im nortality., He tarried, how-
ever, ior the space of forty days
after His resurrection, that He might
establish and instruct His Apostles.

During that time He was invigible
to them, except when He manifested
Himself by appearing miraculously
in various forms to convince them
that He was no longer dead, and that
He was no longer confined to human
conditions—that His resurrection had
made Him a spirit being again, on a
higher plane than He was before He
took human nature for the suffering
of death in order to redeem humanity.

During the period between His res-
urrection and His ascension our Lord
taught His followers not alone by His
words, but also by His conduct. They
had not yet received the Holy Spirit,
and hence could not understand or
appreciate spiritual things. They
could therefore receive instruction
only along natural lines.

Jesus was raised from the dead a
spirit being, far above angels, prin-
cipalities and powers. Had He gone
directly to the Father without mani-
festing Himself to His disciples, they

" would not have been able to under-

stand the truth of the matter.
Hence their lessons were given them
largely ir pantomime, corroborated
by the Master’s words, explaining
that it was necessary for Messiah
to die in order to redeem the world,
and that it was also necessary for
Him to rise from the dead and to
ascend 'on High and reenter the
spiritual plane of existence in order
that from that higher plane of being
He might be the more capable of
filling the great office of Prophet,
Priest and King for mankind.

) The Pentecostal Blessings.

After forty days, during which He
was invisibly present with His disci-
ples, except on the few occasions
when He manifested Himself for a
few moments each, our Lord ascended
to Her on. Ten days afterward, the
Holy Spirit came from the Father
upon the waiting Household of Faith.
The outpouring of the Spirit evi-
denced to them that they were justi-
fied freely from all things through the
merit of the Redeemer’s sacrifice, that
their consecration to sacrifice them-
selves had been accepted of the
Father, and that thenceforth they
might count themselves as joint-sacri-
ficers with Christ, members of His
Body, members of “the Church of the
First-borns, written in Heaven,” mem-
bers of the Seed of Abraham, in
whom all the families of the earth
are to be blessed.

Only " Jews received the Pente-
costal blessings. Until three and a
half years thereafter, in harmony
with a Divine promise made to the
Jews, the Gentiles were excluded.
Then the time came for the Gospel
to go to the Gentiles. The record
informs us that Cornelius was the
first Gentile to be received into spiri-
tual relationship with God. Until
God’s due time for ‘“the middle wall
of partition” between Jew and Gen-
tile to be broken down, he could not
receive the spiritual blessings. Even
then he was received, not because of
his works and prayers, but because of
faith in the redemptive sacrifice of-
fered upon Calvary.

Seen by Saul of Tarsus.

1'he Apostles were to bear witness
to the resurrection of Jesus; but
Judas having lost his place, which
was given to St. Paul, it was proper
that the latter should also be able to
bear witness to Jesus’ resurrection.
Recounting those who had seen our
Lord after His resurrection, St. .Paul
says, “Last of all He was seen of me
also, as of one born before the time.”
Jesus appeared to St. Paul in the
glory of FEis spirit being, ‘“shining
above the brighiness of the sun” at
noonday. The sight caus d injury to
Saul’s eyes.

How inappropriate and unsatisfac-
tory such a manifestation would have
been if the Redeemer had so ap-
peared to the Eleven during the forty
days following His resurrection! They
could not possibly have identified the
glorious Personage who shone above
the brightness of the noonday sun
with the Lord Jesus, their Friend,
their Teacher. But to Saul of Tar-
sus, the revealing in fiery light, above
the noonday glare, was very appro-
priate. It convinced him in a man-
ner that no human appearance could
have equaled that Jesus was no
longer a man and that He was no
impostor. St. Paul’'s conversion was
instantaneous.

It should not cause us to marvel
that Jesus ascended, as He declared,
“up where HHe was before.” It
should not surprise us that the Apos-
tle declares that our Lord ascended
in dignity and station far above an-
gels, principalities and powers, and
above every name that is named. On
the contrary, it would be both equit-
able and God-like that the great
Jehovah saould highly honor His
faithful Son, the First and the Last,
the Beginning and the Ending of the
creation of Jehovah. Could we for
one moment suppose that our great
Creator would permit this faithful
Son, or any servant, to lay down
life in the Divine service and to
suffer loss as a consequence of his
obedience? Is it not much more
rational- to believe, as the Scriptures
declare, that “Him hath God highly
exalted”?

Extreme Humiliation and Exaltation.

Note tie Apostle’s phraseology in
the context—that the One who as-
cended had previously descended, and
that the descending and the ascend-
ing were related as cause and effect.
The One who has ascended on High
completely fills the highest position
in the great Divine Government
of the Universe—as Head of princi-
palities and powers, angels and men
—next to the great Jehovah. Yet, as
the Apostle warns us, we must not
identify the body now possessed by
this glorified One with ‘the One who
in obedience to the Tather’s will
came down from Heaven and as a
man humbled Himself unto death,
even the ignominious death of the
cross. The Apostle calls attention to
these two extremes of humiliation
and exaltation—both accomplished in
the Son of God, the Logos, the Mes-
siah, the Christ.

If any of us at one time supposed
that our Lord Jesus ascended to
Heaven in a physical condition, as a
man, we entirely misunderstood the
Scriptures. To suppose that Jesus
went to Heaven a man, is to mistake
the significance of His title, the Son
of Man, which He preserves as iden-
tifying Him with His great redemp-

tive work—as one of His many titles.
To suppose that Jesus is in Heaven
a human being, is to suppose that he
is still, as when on earth, “a little
lower than the angels,” whereas the
Scriptures state that He has ascended
far higner, so that not only men, but
also all the angels of God, are com-
manded to worship Him. To sup-
pose Jesus in Heaven a human being
is to suppose Him out of all harmony
with Heavenly surroundings and
spiritual conditions.

Moreover, are we not told that the
Church of Christ will be changed -
from the human condition to the
spiritual condition in the resurrection;
and that this change will make them
like their Redeemer, so that they
may see Him as He IS, not as He
WAS—that they may see Him in
glory, honor and immortality—exalta-
tion—and not as the One who in
humiliation was made flesh that' He
might sacrifice His flesh on behalf
of the race of Adam? When we so
thought we forgot the Scriptural as-
sertion that “flesh and blood cannot
inherit the Kingdom of God.” This
statement of Secripture implies that
all who become partakers of the
Divine nature and share in the
Heavenly Kingdom with their Lord
and Redeemer must be made like
Him by the power of the First Resur-
rection.

Difficulties of Unbeliever

We have found worldly-wise people
very skeptical respecting the descent
of the Logos, the Son of God, to
earthly conditions, but Christians
seem to have more difficulty than do

-the wor.id to comprehend the ascen-

sion of Jesus to the spirit plane and
its excellent glory. Both points, how-
ever, are important. Whoever is un-
able to see that the Logos, the glor-
ious Son of the Highest, hunibled
Himself, divested Himself of the spirit
nature and took instead the human
nature, cannot see that Jesus was
sinless. And those who cannot recog-
nize that He was holy, harmless, un-
defiled and separate from sinners, can-
not believe in the sacrifice of Jesus
as being a Fansom for Adam, to
effect his release and th-t of his pos:
terity from condemnation to death.

The Logos was transferred from
Heavenly conditions to earthly condi-
tiqns, and the purity of the Logos—
His perfection of organism, His free-
dom from sin—was preserved, not-
withstanding the fact that He was
born of an earthiy mother who was
not free from the blemishes of the
Adamic race. Pastor Russell’s vol-
ume. “THE ATONEMNET,” an-
nounced elsewhere in this issue,
shows scientifically the process used
of God by which the ILogos was

changed from the higher to the
human nature, yet preserved im-
maculate,

A Serious Error Among Christians.

The error of supposing that Jcsus
is still a man was shown to signify
the denial of His statement that He
would ascend up where He was be-
fore, and of St. Paul’s teaching that
He has been highly exalted to glory
and distinction—the Divine nature,
instead of the human nature. This
error has led to other errors, one of
which we cite; namely, that made by
many Chrstian pecple of expecting
the Second Coming of Jesus in the
flesh—as a gloricus Man and not as
a glorious Spirit, partaker of the
Divine nature and altogether dis-
sociated frormn human nature. Think-
ing of our Lord at His Second Ad-
vent as a glorified Man, they asso-
ciate Him with a material throne and
an earthly court. The unreasonable-
ness of this error leads other Chris-
tian people in an opposite direction.
Realizing that such an earthly Kking-
dom would be a step backward
rather than forward, they deny the
Second Coming of Christ to establish
the long-promised Messianic Kingdom.

The propc= thought is that Jesus
accomplished in the flesh the work
which the Father had given Him to
do, when H. sacrificed His earthly
life. The Father rewarded- Him glo-
riously by exalting Him to the highest
spirit plane. Now cur glorified Lord
is waiting for the gathering of His
Elect, His Church, His Bride. These
are to share in His resurrection to
the Divine nature and to sit with Him
in His Throne. Then the Kingdom
of Messiah, so long promised, will be-
gin to bless the world, using as its
earthly representatives, visible to
men, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and all
the Ancient Worthies mentioned in
Hebrews 11.

A Multitude of Captives.

Our text figuratively represents thq
ascension of our Lord from the
earthly plane to the Heavenly as the
triumph of a great Conqueror. Sin
had gained ascendency over Adam
and his race, and had brought them
down to the dust, mentally, morally
and physically. Moreover, this vic-
tory over mankind had been gained
in a legal manner, through the one
man’s disobedience., The Logos di-
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vested Himse. of His glory on the
spirit plane, was maae fesh, fulfilled
the dewands of the Law, proved him-
self competent to pay ihe sianner’s
Ransom-price, ana ‘“gave Himself a
Ransom for all, 1o be testified in due
time.” Having finished His sacrificial
work, He was again received to the
spir’* nature with exceeding glory and
to the right kard of God.

Thus the great Conqueror is seen
returning to the Heavenly state, ac-
claimed by the Heavenly host; and
far down the centuries the prophetic
view sees following Him a great pro-
cession. First comes the Church, the
Royal Priesthoood, His brethren, de-
livered from the power of Sin and
Drath through the merit of Jesus’
blood. These are crly the vanguard
of an advancing host; they are “a
kind of first-fruits to God of His crea-
tures,” rescued from Sin and Death.
Later on, for a period of a thousand
years beyond the deliverance of the
Church, the prophetic pen foretells
countless hosts of every nation, peo-
wle, kindred and tongue, to be de-
livered from the power of Sin and
Death taroug™ the merit of Him who
died on Calvary.

Then will come the glorious con-
summation. When all who will have
refused Divine grace shall have been
destroyed in the Second Death, then
shall be bheard every creature in
Heaven and on earth saying, “Bless-
ing. and honor, and glory, and power,
‘be unto Him that sitteth upon the
T*rone, and unto the Lamb forever.”
“The Acceptable Year of the Lord.”

At our Lord’s First Advent began
“the acceptable Year of the Lord”—
the time when God, having accepted
the sacrifice of Christ Jesus, became

w.lling to accept the sacrifices of all
‘wilo desire to become His disciples—
w0 take up their cross and foilow Him
through good report and evil report,
even unto death. The entire Gospel
Age antitypes Israel’s Atonement
Day; and the sacrifices of our Lord
and the Church are the “better sacri-
fices,” foreshadowed by the bullock
and the goat offered typically by the
Jews. This antitypical Atonement
Day is ‘“the acceptable Year of the
Lord,” as Jesus pointed out. God’s
faithful people of this acceptable Day
are glad to be invited to “present
their bodies living sacrifices, holy and
acceptable unto Ged.” In the end of
tliis acceptable Day will come the end
of all opportunity thus to sacrifice the
human nature and become joint-heirs
with Jesus Christ our Lord.
“Times of Restitution.” -

After the Gospel Age has passed
away there will be a new period in-
trod..ced, styled in the Secriptures,
“The Times of Restitution.” The ac-
ceptable Day for the sacrifice of the
Church has lasted for nearly nineteen
centuries; and the Scriptures clearly
indicate that the Times of Restitu-
tion will last a thousand years. St.
Peter tells us just when these Times
of Restitution will begin. . They will
begin as a result of the Second Com-
ing of Jesus, the Messiah, and the
establishment.of His Kingdont. Then
“Times of refreshing shall come from
the presence of the Lord; and He
shall send Jesus Christ, which before
was preached unto you; whom the
Heavens must retain until the Times
of Restitution of all things, which God
hath spoken by the mouth of all His
holy Prophets since the world began.”
—Acts '3:19-21.

FEAR-THE BANE OF HUMANITY

“Fear not, for I have redeemed thee; I have called thee by thy name; thou
art Mine”—Isaiah 43:1.

EAR is a great calamity. it is

closely related to all the sorrows

of lite, closely linked to all the
crimes of the worla. One of the bless-
ings ot true Christianiiy is the release
it gives from fear. put alas, true
Christianity, true Chrisuan faith, and
the present rewards of these are not
very common even in Christendom.
Few know the meaning of the Mas-
ter’s words, “Come unto Me,” all ye

that labor and are heavy laden, and 1.

will give you rest.” Few appreciate
the assurauce, il the Son snail make
you free, y: shall be iree 1maeed.”—
Matt. 11:28; John 8:36.

Fear has its foundation in sin. We
may be sure that the angels in Heaven
know no fear. After Adam had dis-
obeyed the Divine command in iden,
ne tearea his Maker and hid from
Him. Similarly, fear affects all of
Adam’s poslerliy, becalse Oi the gen-
eral realization that “all are sinners.
God and His righteousness are, figur-
atively, light, and the sinner and his
sins are, figuratively, darkness. There
is no compromise—the darkness hat—
eth (opposeth) the light, the light
scattereth the darkness. Love and
reverence go hand in hand, but love
and fear are opposites; we cannot
love that which we fear, we do not
fear that which we love.

Fear, Worry, Sickness.

Hope, pride and ambition encourage
the business man and the laborer, the
king and the peasant, tne'housewgfe
and the maid, the leaders of the social
set and the patient mother. Never-
theless, all of these have a drag-
anchor of fear, which in the stress of
life produces worry; WwoITy produces
indigestion, indigestion produces in-
somnia and nervousness, which lead
on to every form of disease and un-
happiness. To tue exieni, therefore.
that fear is removed, health and hap-
piness are encouraged and aided.

All physicians reccgnize the fact
that fear is closely related to disease.
Hence the wise physician always

. counsels cheerful swiroundings for the
sick, cheerful con.er.ation, d.version
of the mind, the avoidance of thought
along worrisome lines—the rest cure.

It may be asked. Why is it that the
Master’s cure is little considered to-
day? Why are so few pointed to
Christ, the Great Physician, for the
rest and peace and ccmfort and joy
which He promised to His followers
eighteen centuries ago? Have His
words proven untrue? Are His pro-
fessed followers amongst the most
anxious and troubled and overcharged
and sick and sorrowing and fearful
of our poor, groaning creation? If
so, what'is the explanation? We must
concede the inference. We must ad-
mit that the four hundred millions of
professed Christians are much more
unhappy, much more fearful. ~much
more nervous, peevish and sickly than
the twelve hnndred millions outside
of Christerdom.

The Name Christendom a Misnomer.

The explanation of this peculiar sit-
uation is that Christendom is not
Christian; that the name Christendom
is a misnomer! Christ’s Kingdom does
not prevail amongst the civilized one-
fourth of humanity. For centuries
now Christendom has deceived itself,
and = has seriously misrepresented
Christ, His teachings and His prom-
ised Kingaom or kighteousness, for
which still we are praying, “Tay
Kingdom come, Thy will be done on
earth.” The world’s large armies, pre-
pared to destroy each other; and our
Dreadnaught navies, prepared to blow
each other to atoms; and our sub-
marines and our flying machines, our
great cannons -and torpedoes—alil
prove the mistake of calling human
civilization Christ’s Kingdom.

Simuarly, wwe worry, fear, strife,
nervousness, etc.,, of Christendom all
prove that the Great Teacher’s anti-
dote for fear and worry has not been
taken by the masses of Christendom.
We . hold that the Good Physician’s
remedy for sin, corroding care, worry,
fear, is just as effective today as it
was eighteen and a half centuries
ago; we hold that the real difficulty
is that His prescription has not been
faithfully followed. @We urge that
those who now have “an ear to hear”
His Message should accept it faith-
fully, and that they should not ac-
cept at the hands of anybody another
prescription, said to be “just as good.”
We should make sure that we get the
temedy which bears the endorsement
of the Lord’s Word, and which has
the seal of “the precious blood.”

The Master's Teachings Perverted.

During the Dark Ages superstitious
fear was encouraged, as all will con-
cede. The attempt was made to drive
hums nity to God. Atrocious doctrines
were promulgated in the name of
CGod, Christ and His Apostles. St.
Taul denominates these “doctrines of
demons.” (1 Tim. 4:1) These, pri-
marily, taught a Purgatory, to be mit-
igated by prayers and masses. .

Under the impulse of fear, mil-
lions accepted the great Redeemer,
and professed discipleship in total
ignorance of His real teachings, and
no more His followers than when
they were heathen. Later on the Ad-
versary partially sidetracked the Ref-
ormation Movement by leading zeal-
ous people to renounce Purgatory as
unscriptural and to accept in its stead
for the world at large. eternal tor-
ment—a still more unscriptural propo-
sition—a still more God-dishonoring
doctrine of demons.

Fortunately for ourselves we P}'ot-
estants do not take our own doctrines
seriously. However much all Prot-
estant Creeds assert that only bap-
tized saints will reach Heaven and
contrariwise, that all the unsaintly
will suffer eternal torture, neverthe-
less, not one in a hundred believes
this.

The most saintly, fhe most con-
scientious of thew are trouvled by
their fears, tormented by lueir syum-
pathies, perplexed to understauu Gua’s
dealings, hindered from having -the
peace and joy which the Master proim-
ised His followers. The less conscien-
tious of them sgtifie conscience to their
own injury, gradually losing faith in
the Word of God because of this
error. They thus escapc some of the
torments of fear, but they do not at-
tain the love, joy, contentment and
peace which the Master promised His
faithful ones.

Unreliable Subterfuges Harmful.

There is only the one Divine rem-
edy for this harmful fear. This rem-
edy is associated with the Gospel of
Christ; but there are numerous sub-
terfuges. Some drown their fears, dis-
appointments and sorrows with alco-
hol or various narcotics., Some seek
to drown them with sensuous pleas-
ure, some with business activity,
some with church activity, some with
“devil-may-care” unreason. Of late a
considerable degree of subterfuge suc-
cess has come along the lines of
deceit—denying the existence of sin,
denying the facts of pain and sor-
rcw and death and, contrariwise, af-
firming that everything is good, re-
gardless of the untruthfuiness of this
proposition, .

The result of this self-deception- in-
deed relieves from a considerable
measure of fear. To this extent it
proves a solace and satisfaction; but
it. is a 'subterfuge and not the true
remedy. As a proposition its in-
fluence upon the mind, upon all the
reasoning faculties, is injurious. The
twisting of reason necessary to this
philosophy, which calls black white,
and pain pleasure, and sin righteous-
ness, is destructive of so'nd reasoning
ability. The habit of perversion nec-
essary to the calling of bad good and
wrong right not only injures the
mind, but, in attempting to sustain
itseif from the Scriptures, perverts the
entire Word of God. With reason per-
verted and the Scriptures perverted,
the true Message of the Scriptures
cannot be enjoyed. Unless fear be
measurably eliminated, the proper
faith, hope, joy and spirit of a sound
mind are impossible.

Divine Antidote for Fear.

God’s Message through the Law and.

the Prophets to Israel, as interpreted
by Jesus and His Apostles, gives us
the true antidoic {or tear. It does not
deny cin, sickness, sorrow, death; it
denies no fact, but it dses hcld out a
remeay for all of these, an antidote,
“the balm of Gilead.” Moreover, it
informs us that this antidote can be
received only through the coopera-
tion of our heads and hearts.

It informs us that this healing is
obtainable by only a comparatively
few at this time, but, eventually, the
Divine blessings, world-wide, shall op-
erate toward all humanity as fully as
have the penalties of sin. It applies

now (in full degree) only to such as’

h..ve the hearing ear, the eye of faith

and the appreciative, responsive heart..

Others may obtain a measure only of
this consolation. The Great Teacher
gave us the key to this deliverance
from fear, saying, “Ye shall know the
Truth and the Truth shall make you
free.” “If the Son shall make you
free, ye shall be free indeed.” )
The Coating Should Be Removed.
The first step toward having the
Truth make us free is to have the
coating of ignorance and superstition
removed and this is a difficult matter.
For instance, the Catholie superstition
of Purgatory and the Protestant su-
perstition of eternal torment, for prac-
tically all mankind, have been so
thoroughly riveted upoxn their faithful
that to break their bonds and get free
is a difficult task. Only those who
hunger and thirst after the Lord and
His righteousness are in any likeli-
hood of ever being properly freed.
Others getting free from one error
are merely steered by the Adversary
into another as bad or worse. God
seeketh not these at the present time;
He will deal with them by and by un-

der Messiah’s glorious Kingdom, when .

Satan shall be bound. Now, as the
Apostle declares, “God seeketh such to
worship Him as worship Him in spirit
and in truth;” ‘“The secret of the

Lord is with them that reverence
Him and He will snow them His Cove-
nant”—He wili sc. lueinl f1ee nNow
from the bonaage of suaperstition and

-fear, and by and by, 1n ine “First

Resurrection,” He wil: free
from the body of corruption.

In other words, at the present time
all humanity may receive a blessing
of heari-consolation in proportion as
tuey can come to the knowledge of
Divine Truth; and each will be heiped
to the knowledge of the Truth in pro-
portion to his hunger and thirst after
righteousness—nhis honesty of soul.
The dishonest-hearted are not worthy
of being set iree from fear. Liberty
and freedom from fear for these would
not be favorable to them nor te oth-
ers under present.conditions. Fear is
associated with alienation from God,
and, as the Bible declares, “None of
the wicked shall anderstand.”

Mystery of the Gospel Age.

To attain the highest blessing
which God has to offer at the present
time certain dificult requirements
must be complied with., Sin must be
repented of heartily, and, so far as
possible, restitution must be made,
which mears that sin must be for.
saken to the extent cf ability. Faith
must then recognize the “Lamb of
G:d which taketh away the sin of
the world”"—that tiie sacrifice for
sins  was necessary, and that God
Himself provided it in the death of
Jesus. Faith and knowledge must
go further and not omly see and ac-
knowledge the death of the Redeemer,
but also that God raised Him from
the dead and highly exalted Him to
spirit b..ng again, to the intent that
eventually He may accomplish for all
mankind the wonderful blessings fore-
told in the Law and the Prophets.

Additionally, to such will be re-
vealed the great “Mystery” of this
Gospel Age, lasting from the death
of Jes_us to the manifestation of Mes-
siah in power and great glory
Michael—the “God-like-One.”’ (Dan.
12:1.) The Mystery is that Jesus is
the Head, Chief, Lord, over the
Church which is His Body, and that
the “Body” members will eventually
be glorified with the Head on the
spirit plane; and that then Head and
Body will constitute the great Mes-
siah whose spiritual reign of a thou-
sand years will result in the bless-
ing and uplifting of mankind.

Whoever shall -be thus taught of
God in the School of Christ will learn
al§o the necessity for having a share
with the Master in His suffering and
death, in order to have a share with
Him in His glorious Reign. These
will be taught by the great Head that
“if they suffer with Him they shall
reign with Him” and that the suffer-
Ings of this present time (if faith-
fullv endured by them) will work out
an exceeding and abundant blessing.

The Sentiment of Our Text.

To properly understand our text
and, indeed, to understand the Bible
as a whole, it is necessary to dis-
cern that God has foreordained two
Israels—the earthly and the heavenly.
Both are precious, both are “elect,”
both are to be used of the Lord dur-
ing Messiah’s Kingdom reign—the one
on the heavenly plane and the other
on the earthly. A mistake has been .
made by some in recognizing the
earthly Israe: and in not recognizing
the heavenly or spiritual Israel.
Others have made the mistake of
recognizing the heavenly or spiritual
Israel and not recognizing the earthly
Israel. The promise of God is to be
sure to both the seeds of Abraham—
to that which is according to the
promise, the oath—the Spiritual Seed
—and also to that which is accord-
ing to the Law, the natural seed.—
Romans 4:16.

The Spiritual Seed must be devel-
oped first, because the blessing will
proceed from the heavenly Seed to
the earthly seed, then from the earthly
seed to all nations. The blessing up-
on all nations will consist of the op-
portunity ihat will he offered them of
becoming members of the earthly
seed which, ultimately, as the sands
of the seashore, will include the saved
of zll nations—all found worthy of
everlasting life. “I have constituted
thee a father of many nations.,”—
Romans 4:17. '
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GOD

LOVE HIM

“MEN HAVE MADE HIS LOVE TOO NARROW

BY FALSE PRECEPTS OF THEIR OWN.”.

“The glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see
gether.”—Isaiah 40:5.

HE text implies that a time is com-
T ing when everybody will know

about God’s glory—all flesh. This
will include not only all who will at
that time be living, but all who have
ever lived. We rejoice that God
has so grand a Program. We are
given an intimation of this as we
lIook into the past and observe that
the glory of the Lord has not yet

been revealed to the world. God gave’

some little intimation of His glory,
His character, His design, to Abra-
ham, telling him that by and by He
purposed to bless the world through
Abraham’s Seed. But this was onl’y
a promise, not a revelation of .Gods
glory; for only Abraham believed.
Nevertheless he got a glimpse of
that glory as he believed God’s prom-
ises; so also did Isaac and Jacob.
They saw faintly a great purpose of
good on God’s part, and a time com-
ing when the curse of sin would some-
how be rolled away and the true
knowledge of God would reach all
the human family. But still the glory
of the Lord was not revealed.

This hope, though vague, continued
with the Israelites, descendants of
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. After
their deliverance from Egyptian bond-
age at 'Mount Sinai God made a
covenant with them that, if they
would keep His Law, they might de-
monstrate their qualification to be the
Seed of Abraham to bless the world.
But they were unable to keep the
Law. None of the- fallen- race of
Adam are able. (Romans_ 3:20.)
The hope of becoming the Spiritual
Seed of Abraham faded from the
minds of the Israelites. But to
strengthen them the Lord promised
He will make .a still greater Cove-
nant than the Law Covenant.—Jere-
miah 31:31-34.

Israel could not keep God’s per-
fect Law. They failed because they
were sinners, members of Adam’s
race, born in sin, misshapen in in-
iquity, in sin did their mothers con-
ceive them, as the Bible explains.
Finally God sent His Son, “born
under the Law,” put under the Law
for the very purpose of demonstrat-
ing that what other Israelites could
not do He could do. He kept the
Law, thus manifesting that “He was
holy, harmless, undefiled, and separ-
ate from sinners.” Sinners were un-
able to keep God’s Law, but Jesus
kept it, and to Him was given .th,e
great privilege of being the promised
Seed of Abraham.

Qualified to Be Blesser of the World.

His keeping the Law, however, did
not make our Lord Jesus Abraham’s
Seed spiritual, but merely demon-
strated His qualifications. Even
though He was perfect, as a man He
could not have done the work which
God had purposed; for He could not
have given life to the race under sen-
tence of death. In order to give life
to the dying world He must first lay
down His own life as an equivalent
price for the life of Adam, in whom
the whole race fell; and He must
also be a perfect Jew, to redeem those
who were under the Law. He must
take the step of sacrificing His
human life-rights, that He might do
the Father’s will. This He did.

But even then Jesus was mnot the
Seed of Abraham that should bless
the world, except as we might regard
Him, properly, as having been begot-
ten to be this Seed. At the time of
His baptism, He was begotten of the
Holy Spirit to a New Nature. It was
here that He consecrated His human
life-rights unto death. During the
three and one-half years of His min-
istry He carried out His Covenant of
Sacrifice. This work was not fully
accomplished until at Calvary, when
He cried, “It is finished!” and died.
When on the third day God raised
Him from the dead, He was fully
qualified to be the Blesser of the
world as Abraham’s Spiritual Seed—
no longer a man, but a spirit Be-
ing, privileged, with the price at His
command, the value of His own
human life-rights, to make application
of it, in Jehovah’s due time, as a Re-
demption-price for Adam and his race.

Since His resurrection, our Lord Je-
sus is the Spiritual Seed of Abra-
ham. Speaking of Jesus’ death and
resurrection, the Apostle Paul says,
-“Wherefore (because He was obedient
unto death) God hath highly exalted
Him, and given Him a name which is

it to-
above every name.” (Philippians
2:8-11.) This name is Christ, the

Anointed of God. Christ Jesus is
anointed to be Head over the Church
which is His Body, anointed to be the
great High Priest after the Order of
Melchisedec, anointed to be King of
kings and Lord of lords—when He
shall come into His Kingdom.

“To the Jew First.”

The Bible tells us that God, who
made this glorious arrangement for
our Lord Jesus, provided also that a
certain class should be gathered out
of the world to be members of His
Body, otherwise called ‘“the Royal
Priesthood,” “the Bride, the Lamb’s
Wife,” and His Joint-heir. The work
of calling out this class has been go-
ing on for nearly nineteen hundred
years. It was necessary that our
Lord should begin this work of select-
ing the Church with the Jews.—Acts
3:25, 26; 13:46; Romans 1:16;.11:7-21.

In a very few years the Lord ap-
parently found 25,000 Jews who were
thoroughly consecrated to Him—“Is-
raelites indeed, in whom was no
guile.” These were ready to receive
Him. To such He said: “Unto you
it is given to know the mysteries of
the Kingdom of God; but to them that
are without, all these things are
spoken in parables and dark say-
ings.” As it was in the Master’s
day, that none of the unprepared
ones, either Jews or Gentiles, could
walk in Jesus’ footsteps, and as the
things revealed to the worthy ones
were revealed to their eyes of under-
standing, so to us today the Master’s

words equally apply. The Lord’s
consecrated omnes shall see, shall
understand. It is not God’s will that

others shall know now. Their time
to know will be that mentioned in
our text. By and by the Message
shall go forth to all.

We recall the various steps in the
selection of the Church. First God
selected the worthy ones from the
Jews in Palestine, then from those
scattered abroad. The Apostle says
that everywhere the Jews were
sought first, and only after they had
had their opportunity was the Gos-
pel Call sent to the Gentiles. God
wished a very cosmopolitan class to
reign with Christ for the blessing
of all mankind. Jesus is the Head
of all these. All must be true-hearted,
all must come through the same low
gate of Consecration, all must walk
the same Narrow Way—walk in the
footsteps of their Forerunner.
Whether Jews or Gentiles at the
start, all are now New Creatures in
Christ. Old hopes, aims and desires
have passed away, and all things
have become new.—2 Cor. 5:17.

Truths Revealed in Due Season.

‘We have briefly traced the history
of the world. During all this time
the glory of the Lord had not been
revealed. It is true that our Lord
Jesus' knew about the glory of the
Father. The Apostles also saw the
glory of the Lord clearly before their

minds. Not many, even in the early
Church, could see it clearly. (Eph.
1:18-23.) The Apostles, though fully

in God’s favor, were not privileged,
however, to know certain things that
we may now know. Certain truths
are dispensational and cannot be
understood until the due time has
arrived. To illustrate: The Prophet
Daniel sought to understand certain
things that had been declared to him.
But the angel . plied, “Go thy way,
for the words are sealed till the Time
of the End.”—Danic’ 12:8-10.

The Scriptures indicate that we en-
tered the period of the Time of the
End in the year 1799. Since then,
the knowledge of the times and sea-
sons has been forthcoming. The
times and seasons have gradually
been becoming better understood as
the due time came for the wise in
Heavenly things to understand. To
this class it will be given to know
everything that the Very Elect are
to know, until the time when Christ
shall receive t e last of these unto
Himself. We should rest ourselves
in the Divine arrangement of things,
and not seek to ferret out in advance
that which the Lord has not yet
made clear.

God is able to make clear in due
time whatever He has decreed shall
come to pass. If we are in the right
attitude of heart, we shall have

enough to keep the eyes of our under-
stanaing open so that we can ap-
preciate the things which are freely
given us of God. His true children
are witnesses to the fact that He has
been opening the eyes of our under-
standing more and more d.ring these
last days. Certain great blessings
have com to God’s people, partic-
ularly during the past forty-two years
—riches of grace and knowledge.

Satan a Liar and Murderer,

The world in general has been
laboring under a gross misconception
of God which had its start six thou-
sand years ago in Eden. God had
said to our first parents respecting
the fruit of the forbidden tree, “In
the day that thou eatest thereof, dy-
ing thou shalt die.” But Satan,
through the serpent, said, “This is
not true. Ye shall not surely die.”
Thus he made God a liar, while he
himself became a murderer; for he
slew our race. (John 8:44.) But God
remained quiet. He did not smite
Satan down, although He sentenced
Adam and Eve to death and drove
them out of XEden.

Practically the whole world has be-
lieved Satan’s lie. Mankind believe
that when they appear to die they
really become more alive—that what
is called death is really a good: thing
for them. Practically everybody be-
lieves that God spoke falsely when

He said, “Dying, thou shalt die.”
This has greatly dishonored the
Heavenly Father. Throughout the
entir> sia. thousand years He has

been misrepresented. Satan’s lie be-
came the foundation for other false-
hoods and misrepresentations. It has
continued and multiplied; and upon
it have been built all sorts of wrong
suggestions regarding God and His
character. .

This lie is today at the bottom of
néarly all wrong doctrine. God has
been misrepreented to be the One
who originally planned all the terrible
tortures which we are told are being
inflicted in places called Hell and
Purgatory. That God had to put men
somewhere is the theory. A dead
person. could remain in the tomb,
unconscious; but if the supposedly
dead person is alive, he must be put
somewhere. “Only a handful fear
God, and therefore the great mass,”
they say, “must have gone to a place
of torture; being alive and unfit for
Heaven, they must be in Hell or Pur-

gatory.” .
Many say, “God would be glad -to
destroy man if He could, but He
made man too well; and although
He said that man would die, He can-
not kill the soul, which is immortal.”
Nearly everybody believes this non-
sense about our Heavenly Father.
They slander Him, making Him out
to be the worst Being that ever lived.
One cannot picture any more wicked
being than we have been told that
our Heavenly Father is. We are
given all sorts of descriptions, accord-
ing to the measure of ignorance or
wilfulness of the one describing God
—the God of all grace and mercy.
Why has He not smitten those who
have thus blasphemed His Holy
Name? But He has not. He has
even allowed some of His children to
do this in ignorance and blindness.
To some in his day the Apostle
Paul expressed the fear that Satan
would beguile many of t e Church
just as he had beguiled Mother Eve
—by false doctrine, misrepresenting
the Almighty. (2 Corinthians 11:3.)
It is very difficult for us to realize
that we ever came into such a con-
dition that we believed such lies;
yet we must have done so. It is
difficult for us to sympathize with
others who are in that condition; but
we were once just as blind ourselves.
Ignorance is the great tool which
the Adversary has used to blind the
whole world.—Acts 3:17; 1 Corin-
thians 2:8; 2 Corinthians 4:4.
Satan is a .rebel against Jehovah.
He wishes that the glory of God
should not shine into the hearts of
mankind; for it has a sanctifying in-
fluence, causing us to will and to do
God’s good pleasure. Satan would
hinder us, would keep us in the dark
respecting God’s real character.

God’s Purposes Will Be Accomplished.

The idea of some evangelists that
God is weeping and gnashing His
teeth over the condition of our race
is because they do not know that
there is a God of all Wisdom and
Power, who has full control of the
situation. He has a broad, deep Plan
that will all work out properly. He
is not giving it any anxious concern
whatever; for He has laid the re-
sponsibility upon His Son Jesus, as
the Bible sets forth.

In this great work of human uplift
the Church will be associated with
her Lord. For a thousand years it
will progress. As the Bible declares,
Messiah will bless all of Adam’s race,
restoring to them all that was re-
deemed for them at Calvarv. It was
a man that was lost. It was an

earthly home in Eden that was lost.
It was an earthly likeness of Gouu
that was lost. Jesus came to seea
and to recover that which was ios.,
and by the end of the Miliennial Age
the world will have been restored
and will be ready to be received ot
the Father.—1 Cor. 15:24-28.

Then, the Bible tells us, God will
have another work for Christ to do.
It will be for Him, as Jehovah’s
Agent (to test all mankind in their
rich perfection at' the end of the
Millennial Age; and whoever is not
in full heart sympathy with righ-
‘geopsness, whoever does not hate in-
iquity; will be destroyed from amongst
the people. Everything unfavorable
to mankind will be rooted out. He
will destroy all who love unrighteous-
ness and sin, both root and branch.
(Malachi 4:1.) St. Peter; speaking -
on this subject, says, ‘“These, like
natural brute beasts, made to be
taken-and destroyed, shall utterly per-
ish.” (2 Peter 2:12.) From this Sec-
ond Death they will have no resur-
rection. “They shall be as though
they had not been.”—Obadiah 16,

God’s Glory Soon to Be Revealed.

But the point which we especially
wish to make is this: During all these
six thousand years past, the glory of
the Lord has not been revealed. Al
flesh have not seen His glory. ThLe
only ones who have seen it are God’s
spirit-begotter.: children. (Romans
8:9.) All that these have seen of His
glory has been since they became
God’s children. Then the eyes of
th ir understanding began to open;
and % they have been faithful, their
eyes are opening more and more to
behold the glory of God—the grandeur
of His character, His loving kindness
and His tender mercies. All the good
qualities that Satan says our Father
does not possess, He does possess;
all the evil qualities that Satan says
God has, He does not have.

During the Millennial Age, all
fle.h shall have opportunity to see
God’s glory. They will all come to
see, to understand. ‘“All the blind
eyes shall be opened, and all the
degf ears unstopped.” God’s keeping
quiet for so long, not defending Him-
s8¢’ against Ilis traducers, will ulti-
mately redound to His greater honor.
(Psalm 50:21.) ‘When the world
really come to know that God is
Love, they will have such a revulsion
0" feeling from all the wrong thoughts
they have had in the past that it will
cause them all the more to appreciate
the riches of God’s glorious character:
As a dark background often sets forth
more perfectly the harmonies of a
beautiful picture, so the darkness and
misrepresentation concerning Jeho-
vah will ultimately redound to His
praise. The world will all the more
love and honor Him. This will be
only the beginning of their adoration,
which will increase as His glory and
His goodness continue to unfold be-
fore tleir astonished eyes. To know
our God is to love Him, :
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