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HESE words from the lips of our
Master, the Great l'eacber, have

been grievously misunderstood. The
teaching of our Protestant childhood
was to the effect that only the saintly
elect would go to heaven and that
others would not only lose heaven, but
gain an eternal life in torment. Thus
our text was understood to portray
what practically the whole world of
mankind would be compelled to. en-
dure. This hell was pictured to our
childhood minds from outside the Bi-
ble as heated to a white heat. 'If we
expressed wonder or surprise that any
human creature could endure such
conditions so long the answer wag
that God would e¢xercise bis omn.po-
tent power to make us fire-proof -r1{
pain-sensitive. Some theologians .
the Thomas & Kempis schoe” o
thought went so far as to picture
the poor- creatures in the‘r sufferings
and to show that the heal would for.a
a kind of an asbestos r~vering which
would shield them from & measurc of
its intensity. But tho: » deluded theo-
logians proceeded to exriain that these

victim freshly tender that his suffering
might be the more intense.

Of course, these theologians of the
past had their difficulty in dealing with
the worms. They could imagine devils
who would oversee the torture as being
mnade immune to pain by the chief tor-
4urer, the Almighty God. But just how
to imagine the worms getting along in
80 great a heat and how they would in
any wise increase the torture of the
poor sufferers was to many a perplex-

- ity. But patient thoughtfulness along

these cruel and devilish lines enabled
some to formulate the theory “that the
worms would be fiery ones, living in
fire, delighting in f{ire—worms that
would bore throug. the incrustations
and add still further to the horrible
sufferings of the world of mankind.

Was This What Jesus Meant?

Did the Great Teacher intend that
such conclusions should be drawn from
his language? And did he stop short
of the description from reas-ns of
sympathy or modesty or shame? Is
this the general teaching of God’s
Word or has a great and terrible mis-~
take been made? And have we mis-
taken a figure of speech and treated it
as literal? We erred. We misunder-
stood. The Great Teacher who rebuked
his disciples, James and John, when
they desired to call fire from heaven
upon the City of Samaria, because the
people thereof refused to sell them
food for the Master—the sympathetic
One who said to them, “Ye know not
what manner of spirit ye are of; the
8on of man came not to destroy men’s
Iives, but to save them’—could that
8on of man in any wise intend to tell
us that our great Heavenly Father had
less of the spirit of love and righteous-
ness than the two impetuous disciples?
Did he mean to intimate that while the
disciples might impetuously have been
willing to destroy the earthly life of
the Samaritans, the Heavenly Father,
of still more demoniacal disposition,
would treat practically all mankind ten
million times worse than that and use
Divine Power to all eternity to perpet-
uate the sufferings of his earthly crea-
tures which his own Word declares
were born in sin, shapen in iniquity,
in sin did their mothers conceive them
—earthly creatures, too, whose envi-
ronment was unfavorable and whose

Adversary, the devil, God neither de-

stroyed nor bound?

Such an interpretation, my dear

readers, is not supposable, We must
look for some explanation of the Mas-
ter's words more consistent with his
own character and with the Heavenly
Father’'s character, and more consistent
with our conception of what a Just,
Loving, Wise and Powerful Creator
would do. It does not answer the pur-
pose to say, as so many do, ‘“Bosh, do
not discuss such a matter. Nobody
now helieves such things!” This one
Scripture repudiated would shake our
confidence in the whole Bible. 'But
rightly explained and understood it
would settlc and increase our faith in

+*he Scriptureg as a Divine message. .

Entering Into Life e

let us go back to Jesus’ day and in
mind place ourselves with those who
heard him utter the words of our text
and context. The Teacher had just
said, “If thy hand offend thee, cut it
~off—it is better for thee to enter into
life maimed, than, having two hands,
to go into hell, into the fire that never
shall be quenched, where their worm
dieth not and their fire is not quench-
ed.” He said the same in the follow-

eye. Was he speaking literally or fig-
“uratively? Does any sane person sup-
pose today that Jesus advised a literal
cutting off of a hand or a foot or the
plucking out of an eye? Assuredly
not. And the person who would fol-
low his counsel in that way would be
considered unbalanced in min¢.

All recognize what he did mean,
namely, that if any who desired to have
eternal life found that they had hin-
drances of appetite or pleasure or
what not, as dear to them as an eye,
foot, hand, these precious, but disqual-
ifying sins or wrong-doings, should be
put away—no matter how precious
they were—no matter how highly es-
teemed. By way of contrast, the Mas-
ter suggested that if the retaining of
these things would hinder them from
entering into life they could not af-
ford to retain them---that even if they
were to carry the figure further and
suppose that in the future life they
would be deprived to the extent of be-
ing maimed t. all eternity it still
would be preferable to them to prac-
tice the self-denial now and to enter
into life.

Be it noted that the reward here in-
dicated is in the entering into life, and

the intimation is that those who fail-

will not have life at all—that they will
fail to attain life; that they will have
no eternal life, either in pain or in
pleasure. Let us examine our text
further and see this.

Gehenna Typed the Second Death

The word hell in our text is from the
Greek word gehenna, which, in turn,
was a corruption of the Hebrew word
geh-hinnon, which signifies valley of
death. There are two other words in
the New Testament Greek, translated
hell in our common version. One of
these, tartarus, has no reference to hu-
manity whatever, but merely signifies
our earth’s atmosphere—the place
where Satan and the fallen angels are
restrained in chains of darkness (Il
Peter 2:4). The other Greek word
rendered hell in the New Testament is
hades, which corresponds exactly to
the word rendered hell in the Old Tes-
tament, namely sheol. And all scholars
know that both of these words signify
the same thing. They are used inter-
changeably in the Scriptures to desig-
nate the state or condition of death—
the tomb. No person, of even slight
education, would for a moment at-
tempt to claim that eternal torment is
taught by sheol, hades or tartarug,

Immortal Worms—Unquenchable Fire!

“Where the worm dieth not and the fire is nct quenched”—Mark 9:48. [The similar words of Verses 44 and 46 are mot in oldest Mss.}

I wish that those of you who have
modern Bibles with maps at the back
would turn to the map of the City of
Jerusalem and there notice on the
Southwest side of the City, just oute
side the wall, the Valley of Hinnom.
That is the Valley that in brief was
called Geh-hinnon, the Greek of which
is gehenna. All of our Lord’s uses of
the word gehenna stand related to
that Valley. For the sake of our large
number of readers it will be worth
while for us to take a glance backward
at the history of that Valley during
many centuries before Jesus’ day.

’ The first mention of this Valley in
the Bible is found in Joshua (15:8),
where it is given as one of the boun-
daries of the tr.be of Judah, accord-
ing to the lot cast by Joshua in the
division of the land that had come in-
to possession of the Israelites. It is
again mentioned similarly in Joshua
18:16. The next reference to this
Valley is found in I1 Kings, 23:10.
There we read how Josiah, the good
King of Judah, instituted a great re-
form in the nation and 2>bolished idol-

- atry; one-of tho most helnous £Grins of

the idvlatry having been practised in
this Valley of Hinnom, which had got-
ten a new name namely Topheth.
History tells us hat the Israelites
built in this Topheth, the Valley of
Hinnom, a great brass image to the
heathen god Moloch.

In various places they had groves
in which a licentious form of worship
was enacted and tuen they resorted
to this Valley of Hinnom to offer
sacrifice of a most revolting kind to
the heathen deity. Sometimes it
was a boy and sometimes it was a
girl that was placed naked in the arms
of the great image after it had been
fired to a red heat with fuel piled un-
derneath the image and passing
through it as a flue. The cries of these
infants so horribly sacrificed were
drowned by the cheers of the worship-
pers and various musical instruments.

All of this, indeed everything akin
to suffering, was strictly forbidden by
the Divine Law given to Israel. And
they had been specially warned
against this very form of idolatry
(Lev. 18:21; Deut. 18:10). It is a
gross mistake and slander of the Di-
vine character and Law to suppose
that it ever sanctioned torture. And
it is a still worse slander upon God to
suppose that he would himself do, and
that for all eternity, what he c..a-
demned in his fa .en creatures.

The Lord decluires all this through
the Prophet Jeremiah (7:31 34). Here
God particularly forwarned the Israel-
ites that their wrong course would
eventuate in the terrible time of trou-
ble which came upon Jerusalem in the
Year A. D. 70, when it was estimated
that over a million died at the siege
of Jerusalem. In fulfillment of this
prophecy the Jews cast the dead bodies
over the wall of Jerusalem into this
very Valley. Thus we read, “Behold,
the day is come, saith the Lord, that
it shall no more be called Topheth, but,
The Valley of Slaughter; for they shall
bury in Topheth till there be no place.
And the carcasses of this people shall
be meat for the fowls of thc heaven,
and for the beasts of the carth.”

After the reformation madc by King
Josiah the Valley of Hinnom was dese-
crated to the intent that it might never
afterward be considered it for any
kind of religious worship, sacrifice or
ceremony. It became the valley of
defilement. It was used at certain
times for the burning of the offal and
rubbish of the city. It became the
dumping place of dead cats and dogs,

ete. If any of these fell upon the
ledges oi the rock, no one thouglt
fworth while to interfere, and the mage
gots and worms destroyed them. Fires
also were lighted occasionally to burn
the combustible rubbish, and brimstong
was added so that the fumes migh$
destroy any malarial tendency, i tho
interest of the health of the city.

The Lesson Jesus Taught

‘We have before our minds now the
gehenna fire which no one ever ate
tempted to quench, but which was do=
signed to consume utterly everything
cast into it. We have in riind also
the worms of which he spake—worms
which were permitisd to feed on the
carcasses undisturbed until the car-
casses were consumed and the worms
themselves died. Another item here
should be noticed, namely, that a say-
ing amongst the Jews was, Whosoever
commits such a misdemeanor will. be

-in danger of going from bad to worse

until he will be brought before the
tribunal of the Sanhedrin, a culprit.
Jesus took the same line of proverbs
and declared that anyone violating the
Gold=n Rule to the extent of calling’
his brother a fool would be in danger
eventually of such digression from
righteousness as to bring him under
sentence of the greater tribunal of
Messidii's  Kingdom, and,”“WhHosoever
shall say unto his brother, Thou art
a fool, shall be in danger of gehenna
fire.”—Matt. 5:22.

‘What the Great Teacher meant was
that the earthly Jerusalem was a pice
ture or type of the heavenly Jerusa-
lem, which represents the Divine Gove
ernment or Kingdom—the New Jerusa=
lem, which by and by, will come
down to earth—when God’s will shall
be done on earth as it is done in
heaven.

As gehenna lay outside ot the wall
of Jerusalem, so our Lord intimated
there would be an antitypical gehenna
outside the New Jerusalem. As the
trash and offal of the typical city werg
consumed in the Valley of Hinnom, sg
the offal and trash of humanity whe
will refuse all of God’s favors, mercies,
blessings and opportunities, will be
treated as disgraceful wretches and be
consumed, destroyed, in the antityp-
ical gehenna—which is the Second
Death. Concerning this antitypical ge=

“henna, the Second Death, we are defi-

nitely informed of the characters which
will there be destroyed utterly, as Pe-
ter says, “as natural brute beasts.”

We have a description of this sym-
bolical New Jerusalem or Divine King-
dom (Rev. 21), composed primarily
of the Church, and secondarily of all
from the world who, during Messiah's
reign, will enter in through its gates
and enjoy the blessings of Divine favor
and life eternal. And hen we read,
verse 8, “But the@ fearful, and unbe=-
lieving, and the abominable, and mur~
derers, and whoremongers, and sorcer-
ers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall
have their part in the lake which
burneth with fire and brimstone, which
18 the Second Death.”

Note that this lake of fire and brims
stone into which all the offscouring of
humanity will be cast is a symbol, an@
the meaning of the symbol is plainly
stated in the words, “Which is the Sec-
ocnd Death.,” The first death passed
upon all mankind on account of father
Adam’s disobedience. Our Lord Jesus
was appointed the Savior of Adam and
his race and gave his life a ransem for
all, to rescue all from death, to give
to each and every member of Adam’s
race one full, fair opportunity for a
test of loyalty to God and righteouz-
ness and to secure life eternal In the
New Jerusalem. Contrariwise all whoe
will reject that full opportunity will
die the Second Death, from which there
will be no redemption, no resurrection.
no recovery of any kind.
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TO US THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY
TEACH

That the Church is “the Temple of the
Living God’’—peculiarly “His workman-
ship;” its construction has been in prog-
ress throughout the Gospel Age—cver
since Christ became the world’s Re-
deemer and Chief Corner Stone of His
Temple, through which, when finishead,
God’s blessing shall come “‘to all peo-
ple,” and they find access to Him.—
1 Corinthians 3:16, 17; Ephesians 2:20;
Genesis 28:14; Galatians 3:29.

That meantime the chiseling, shaping and
polishing of consecrated believers in
Christ’s Atonement for sin progresses;
and when the last of these “living
stones,” “Elect and precious,” sghall
have been made ready, the great Master
‘Workman will bring all together in the
First Resurrection; and the Temple
shall be filled with His glory, and be the
meeting place between God and men
throughout the Millennium.—Revelation
15:5-8; 21:3. )

That the Basis of Hope, for the Church
and the World, lies in the fact that
*Jesus Christ, by the grace of God,
tasted death for every man,” “a Ran-
som for all,” and will be “the true Light
which lighteth every man that cometh
Into the world,” “in due time.”—He-=
brews 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Timothy 2:5, 6.

That the Hope of the Church is that she
may be like her Lord, “see Him as He
is,”” be ‘’partaker of the Divine nature,”™
and share His glory as His joint-heir.—
1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Romans 8:17;
2 Peter 1:4.

That the present mission of the Church
is the perfecting of the saints for the
future work of service; to develop in
herself every grace; to be God’s witness
to the world; and to prepare to be kings
and priests in the next Age.—Ephesians
4:12; Matthew 24:14; Revelation 1:6; 20:6.

That the hope for the World lies in the

blessifigs 6f knowledge and opportunity

to be brought to all by Christ’s Mil-
lennial Kingdom—the Restitution of all
that was lost in Adam, to all the willing
and obedient, at the hands of their
Redeemer and His Glorified Church—
when all the wilfully wicked will be
destroyed.—Acts 3:19-23; Isaiah 35. ‘

YVe affirm the pre-existence of Jesus as
the mighty Word (Logos—spokesman)
“‘the beginning of the creation of God,”
“the First-Born of every creature,” the
cctive agent of the Heavenly Father,
Jehovah, in all the work of creation.
«Without Him was not anything made
that was made.”—Revelation 3:14; Co-
lossians 1:15; John 1:3.

We affirm that the Word (Logos) was
rade flesh—became the Babe of Beth-
1:hem—thus becoming the Man Jesus,
“holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from
sinners.” As we affirm the humanity
of Jesus, we equally affirm the Divinity
of Christ—*God also hath highly exalted
Him, and given Him a name which is
above every name.”—Hebrews 7:26; Phi-
lippians 2:9.

We acknowledge that the personality of
the Holy Spirit is the Father and Son;
that the Holy Spirit proceeds from both,
and is manifested in all who receive the
begetting of the Holy Spirit and thereby
become sons of God.—~John 1 12; 1 Peter
1:3.

W2 affirm the resurrection of Christ—that
IIe was put to death in flesh but quick-
ened in Spirit. We deny that He was
raised in the flesh, and challenge any
statement to that effect as being un-
scriptural.—1 Peter 3:18; 2 Corinthians
8:17; 1 Corinthiang 15:8; Acts 26:13-15.

7 WONDERS OF MODERN WORLD.

A scientific magazine made a reques$
to the Physical Department at Cornell to
name seven wonders of the modern world
gelected from a list of fifty-seven out-
standing inventions and structures sub-
ritted.

The faculty, graduates, and seniors in
the physics seminary balloted, the award
of the voting going to wireless telegraphy,
cynthetic chemistry, radium, antitoxins,
cviation, the Panama Canal, and the tele~
phone.—New York Times.

SAN FRANCISCO TO NEW YORK IN
THREE DAYS AND A HALF.

The acceleration of transcontinental
railway travel during the past two years
has been made so quictly that not many
people are aware that the time from
ocean to ocean has been reduced to less
than three and a half days. The fact was
recently brought into prominence by daily
‘press notices of a trip made by an Aus-
{4ralan passenger who left San Francisce
at 19.40 P.M., March 2, and reached New
York March 6 in time to catch the steam.
=!p sailing at noon the same day for
ope, the total time from San Fran-
c:zco to New York being three days and
eleven hours.—Scientific American.

Which is the True Gospel?

“I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ.”—Romans 1:16.

HRISTENDOM was startled re-
cently by a communication which
announced that the Christian Alliance
had lifted a collection of $60,000 in a
few minutes—$300 in cash, the remain-
der in promises. Then followed thestart-
ling announcement of Brother Simp-
son, its Iresident, that the collection
lifted would probably be the last at
Old Orchard, because the Caxro
Grounds directors had rented its Au-
torium for three days for the use of
the International Bible Students As-
sociation. He declared that he dis-
agrees with the Association’s theology.
This was a veiled threat that the
directors of the camp ground must
break their contrac® with the Bible
Students. This they promptly did, and
the money paid in advance was ac-
cepted back, rather than go to Law.
It was for that reason that it held its
convention ‘outside the camp.” We
are glad that ij:s fence does not separ-
ate us from our great Redzemer and
Teacher.

Explanations Surely in Order

Since Brother Simpson may not care
to tell the whole truth about the mat-
ter and since the Christian public is
interested and ought to know the facts,
we shall tell them. The unpleasant
duty, however, will not necessitate the
saying of an unkind word concerning
Mr. Simpson and the Christian friends
who are in alliance with him,

There are two reasons why Brother
Simpson thought it doubtful if he
could come next year following the
Bible students’ three days of this
year.

(1) He knew instinctively that his
collections would be smaller, hardly
worth coming for, if the people should
begin to get the eyes of their under-
standing more widely opened respect-
ing what really constitutes the Gospel
of Christ.

(2) The $60,000 “raised” was not
cash and a large proportion of 1t never
will be. Some of it is promised over
and over again and telegraphed over
and over, as was the case with the
young woman who in the spectacular
manner offered her jewels from time to
time and had it mentioned in the pa-
pers. Such repetitions of ‘“charitable
work” are considered entirely proper by
many. in connection with religious
work in various denominations, “for
the good of the cause.” Subscriptions
are given publicly without hope of
payment, to influence others who are
more sincere—some of whom in the
excitement give more than they can
afford.

Chicagp Stockyard Method

This same method is illustrated In
the Chicago Stock Yards. A fine, large,
trained bull gallops out to meet the
cattle designed for slaughter. He
waltzes tefore them and becomes their
leader. Following him in a grand rush
for a narrow passage they crowd one
another to the executioner, who knocks
them senseless. A special place, just
large enough, is provided for the de-
coy bull, who, later, goes out to lead
on another herd for the slaughter.

‘We do not mean to say that those
who give their money are slaughtered
or otherwise injured. We believe that
they are blessed—that everyone Iis
blessed who sacrifices anything heart-
ily unto the Lord or to what they sup-
pose to be his service, whether it is
or not. It is the method of getting the
money from the people and the decep-
tion practiced which we deplore. How-
ever, the Alliance has plenty of com-
pany in this method in larger Chris-
tian denominations. It is part of the
“business” method of recent years.
Some who did not understand this
“business” method wondered where all
the money apparently contributed to
the “Christian Alliance” work wa}
spent. An investigation of its financial
accounts was made, which revealed
the fact that they were chaotic, and
other “business” methods were ad-
vised.

“The Darkness Hateth the Light”

Some one may inquire why the
Christian Alllance should fear us and
whether or not we have ever done
them harm. We reply, Never have we
Injured them in the slightest desree,
nor ever even publicly mentioned thelr
name before. Thelr opposition to us
18 on the lines of general principles

mentioned by the Great Teacher, “The
darkness hateth the light;” “All things
that are reproved are made manifest
by the light” (Eph. 5:13). Our work is
to proclaim the true Gospel—to incite
Christian people to Bible study in the
light of the Bible’s own testimony and
without sectarian spectacles, which, in
the past, have so distorted the Word
of God and set it forth in false colors.

As Christian people come to see the
grossness of the errors by which they
have been blinded, the light not only
has a blessed and transforming effect
upon their minds, but it influences
their pocketbooks also. They no
longer appreciate the “business” meth-
ods of the Alliance nor the brand of
‘Gospel which it sets forth. The more
God’s people come to a correct under-
standing of the teachings of his Word,
the smaller will be the collections of
the Christian Alliance. That is the
real secret of their opposition. We
would that it were true that they would
never take up another collection at
Old Orchard! The. heathen have al-
ready had too much of iheir Gospel
of damnation. God’s name has al-
ready been slandered and blasphemed
enough by the false Gospel message—
that nine hundred and ninety-nine out
of every thousand of humanity ever
born are to suffer eternal roasting be-
cause of father Adam’s sin -nd the
lgnorance, stupidity and meanness
which have resulted.

Which 1Is the True Gospel?

Catholic and Protestant orthodoxy
have set forth for centuries two gen-
eral views of the Gospel of Christ. To
whatever extent they now disagree
with these they should publicly dis-
own and abandon them. TUntil then
they are besmirched with whatever
odium attaches.

The Catholic Gospel (Good Tidings)
is that all the heathen, all Catholics
and all Protestants, except a mere
handful, go to a Purgatory of awtul
suffering, terrible anguish, lasting for
decades, centuries and thousands of
years, roasting, boiling, agonizing, and
thus purging away their sins and dross
that they may ultimately attain to
heavenly bliss for the remainder of
eternity.

Our Protestant Gospe!

Our Protestant Gospel, of which we
are so proud that we want to thrust it
upon Jews and Catholics and heathens
everywhere, we should thoroughly un-
derstand, enjoy and appreciate before
we waste good time and money giving
it to others. Here it is: Four cen=-
turies ago our forefathers were not
Protestants but Catholics and believed
in Pursgatory, etc., as above. Then
what was known as the Reformation
Movement set in. Catholics, Jews and
infidels will admit with Protestants
that a great blessing of enlightenment
and civilization has come to the world
in the train of the Reformation Move-
ment. )

The Reformers criticized the Catho-
lic teachings which they had formerly
believed. They examined their Bibles
and found nothing there to the effect
that Mary was the mother of God, nor
that we should pray to saints, nor
that we should use pictures or im-
ages in our worship, nor that their
sacrifice of Christ in the mass was

‘proper, nor that there was a Purgatory

The Reformers threw out
these things as unscriptural. They
completely demolished Purgatory in
their minds, declaring that it had never
been anything more than imagination.
Then came another thought, viz:
‘What must we do with the thousands
of millions of mankind that we and
our fathers for centuries supposed
were in Purgatory, roasting, stewing,
tortured, but hoping for heaven. They
looked at one another in consternation.
They had hearts and symapthies and
felt that as it had devolved upon them
to smash Purgatory, it must also de-
volve upon them to re-locate all tho.e
thousands of millions whom they had
on their hanrk Thev felt the weight

anywhere.

of the responsibility. Could they des
mand of God that they should be put
into heaven? Surely not! Surely enly
the saintly few are fit for heaven!
They, as well as all, recognized that
fact. Then, with blank consternation,
they determined that they must crowd
the entire mass into a hell of eternal
torture and shut the gates upon them
forever and write upon the gates,
“Who enters here abandons hope.”

Brother Calvin to the Rescue

Taking from practically all humanity
all future hope made the Reformers
for the time heartsick. It would be
awful to do that for one person, but
to thus ‘““do” all humanity seemed tere
rible.

But Brother John Calvin helped
them amazingly and took from them
their burden. He told them that they
should not worry, because it was all
God’s fault and not theirs. God had
predestinated them to that awful fu-
ture long before he created man. Now
they should merely try to think of
themselves as the “elect” and try to
forget everybody else. Of course, it
seemed horrible to charge all these
things against the God of all Justice,
Wisdom, Love and Power. But it waa
the only solution which occurred to

them.  John Calvin’s theories were
afterwards embodied in the “West-
minster Confession of Faith.” And

that confession of faith became the
foundation of nearl- all Protestant
creeds. Brother John Wesley after-
~s/ard objected, but admitted that only
the saintly went to heaven and every-
body élse went to eternal torment. His
protest was that, instead of this being
by Divine foreordination and intention,
it was, on the contrary, because of
Divine unwisdom and incompetency.

“Geod Tidings of Great Joy”

Surely no sane person can any longer
defend any of the above “Gospels” as
the true one, of which St. Paul was
not ashamed! Surely St. Paul never
preached any of those Gospels, nor did
any of the Apostles—nor does the Bible
support such theories, except by the
turning and twisting of language, mis-
translations of the original and misin-
terpretations of some parables. The
plain statements of the Scriptures are
all directly to the opposite.

The Bible teaches that “the wages of
sin is death,” not Purgatory nor eter-
nal torment. “The soul that sinneth,
it shall die.”” Adam, the perfect, was
placed on trial for life eternal or death
eternal. He sinned and the sentence
against him was, “Cursed is the earth
for thy sake; thorns and thistles shall
it bring forth unto thee. In the sweat
of thy face shalt thou eat bread untfl
thou return unte the ground from
whence thou wast taken” (Gen.
3:17-19). St. Paul declares the same:
“By one man’s disobedience sin en-
tered into the world; and thus death
passed upon all men, because all are
sinners” (Rom. 5:12),

Looking about us we find this true.
Everybody who is not dead is dying.
As the Bible says, we are living under
a reign of Sin and Death. Nothing
that man can do can either eradlcate
sin or lift him out of the dead and
dying condition. God alone can help us!
He proposes to help us, and the mese
sage respecting that help is, in the
Scriptures, called the Gospel. Its ane-
nouncement by the angels on the night
of Jesus' birth is full, complete, sate
isfactory, viz: “Behold, we bring you
good tldings of great joy which shall
be unto all people; for unto you is
born this day in the City of David a
Savior (life-giver) which is Christ the
Lord.”—Luke 2:10.

Ah, now we have the Truth! The
penalty of sin is death! And the ‘“good
tidings” is that God has provided for
our recov~ry from sin and death. The
Savior gave his life for the cancellation
of our sin, for the satisfaction of Jus-
tice, that in due time Adam and all
his condemned and imperfect race
might be released from the condemnae
tion and be lifted out of the sin and
death conditions which now prevalil.
That uplifting is Scripturally called
the resurrection of the dead. Hence,
the preaching of the early Church was,
“Jesus and the Resurrection”—the Ree
deeraer and his work.

{

“WHERE ARE THE DEAD?”

This article was published in this paper in Volume one, Num-
ber 8. The interest aroused, and the great demand for copies of it

A sample copy will be mailed to any one free.

‘Address, Bible Society, 17 Hicks Street, Brooklyn.

; have been remarkable.
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The Seas in the Hollow '6f God’s Hand

“Who hath measured the seas in ihe hollow of his hand.”—Isaich 40:12.

HE wonderful force and immensity
of the thought of our text cannot
be appreciated by those who have
never been upon the great Ocean. As
we travel through the water at railroad
“peed and keep watch in every direc-
«don, yet seldom see a vessel, large or
small, day after day, we begin to get
a little conception of the world in
which we live. It is so much larger
than previously we were able to com-
prehend. Yet by the aid of the tele-
scope and the mathematical calcula-
tions we perceive that our earth and
its seas are small, in comparison to
many other worlds. We perceive that
our solar system (our sun and his plan-
etary satellites) constitutes but a small
fraction of God’s creation. Astrono-
mers tell us that by the aid of sensitive
photographic plates they are able to
count about one hundred and twenty-
five millions of suns, around which
planets are revolving, as our earth re-
volves around our sun. And they esti-
mate that only a small portion of
these suns is visible to our naked eye—
80 far distant are they. Astronomers
estimate that there are millions of
other suns so far distant that their
light cannot even be discerned by pho-
tography.
~ We stand appalled at the immensity
of space and the law and order which
everywhere reign. We heartily assent
to the. words of the Prophet David,
“Day unto day -uttereth speech, and
night unto night showeth knowledge;
there is no place where their voice is
not heard.” The person who can look
upon this wonderful display of super-
human power and who can believe
that these worlds created themselves,
shows to the majority of us that, if he
has brains, they are sadly disordered,
unbalanced. The person who, after in-
telligent thought, concludes that there
fs no God, that everything came to be
what it is by chance or by the opera-
tlon of some blind force—that person
is described in the Scriptures in the

following words, “The fool hath said ip t9® Past six thousand -yesrs—that-the -

his heart,
14:1.
“The Half Was Never Told”

On first reading our text some of us
might have been inclined to say, Ah,
a8 beautiful poetic extravagance! But
not so, dear friends! As scientific in-
struments demonstrate to us the im-
mensity of the universe we perceive
that the Prophet used very moderate
language indeed in his description of
the majestic power and greatness of
the Creator, representing him as
weighing the mountains in his bal-
anees and holding the seas in the hol-
low of his hand and that, from his
standpoint, a thousand years are but
as a watch in the night. How insig-
nificantly small we all feel in the
presence of our God! No wonder some
great men hrave been inclined to say
that humanity is too insignificant from
the Divine standpoint to be worthy of
the least consideration-—much less to
be objects of Divine care and provi-
dence! The Scriptures encourage us
to reason from the krnown to the un-
known. They tell us that although
God is so great, so wise, sO powertul,
he is also just and loving. And the
more we consider the matter, the more
reasonable this Bible description of
the Almighty appears. His power we
see demonstrated. The wisdom of
‘One so great cannot be doubted. Then
we come to consider, Could One so
wise and so powerful be unjust or un-
generous? Our hearts answer, No;
ne one is really great who is devoid
of justice and love. So surely as our
God is Jehovah he must possess these
qQualities.

‘When we came in contact with the
Bible, and particularly after we learned
something of its teachings and got
rld of the misrepresentations which
gathered about it during the dark ages
—then we began to recognize it as the
message of Jehovah to his creatures.
It informed us that the.great Creator
of the Universe is not only Almighty
and All-wise, but loving and kind,
with Justice as the very foundation
of his Empire. From the Bible we
learned, too, that our Creator had been
pleased to make us in his own image,
tn his own moral likeness, to the in-
tent that we might enjoy him and the:
fruits of his righteousness to all eter-
aity. From this standpoint we began

There is no Ged;'—Psa.

to realize that the loftiest sentiments
of the human mind and heart are
merely the reflections of this Creator.

Thus coming into sympathetic ac-
cord with our Maker we can compre-
hend the principles of his character—
what justice signiiiés, and mercy and
kindness—what is wisdom as con-
trasted with foolishness. From this
standpoint we were enabled to see the
glorious perfection of our Maker's
character and attributes, which justify
the name which he has taken to him-
self when he declares through his am-
bassador, “God is Love.” As we come
to realize this more and more, we are
grasping the Infinite; we are. getting
near to the heart of the great Eternal
One, who weighs the mountains as in
a balance and measures the seas in the
hollow of his hand. :

“Like Unto Your Father”

Godliness is love-likeness, and, as
the Scriptures declare, “Love is the
fulfilling- of the (Divine) Law” (Rom.
13:10). Our great Creator, the only
living. and true God, is thus seen in
contrast with all the gods of the
heathen, who are pitiless, merciless,
vengeful, devilish. From the Bible we
learn that Jehovah,
takes delight in doing good—in the ex-
ercise of his Almighty power and wis-
dom in the creating of beings in whose
everlasting life and enjoyment forever
he takes pleasure. With such glorious
intentions his creative work began
with the celestial beings, who are still
enjoying his favor. With similar be-
nevolence he created man a little lower
than the angels, crowning him with
glory and honor as the king of all
creatures, on the animal, the human,
plane, the likeness of his Maker, who
is a spirit.

Hearkening to the explanations of
the Divine purposes by the Apostles
and Prophets, we have received assur-
ances that nothing has befallen hu-
manity in all the dire experiences of

great Creator did not foresee. Fur-:
ther, we have the assurances that Di-
vine Wisdom purposes eventually that
the tears and sorrows, cryings and
dying, the penalty for Original Sin,
under which man has suffered all these
centuries, the great Creator purposes
shall work no real disadvantage to his
creatures. Instead, the end of the
Divine Program will attest the various
elements of the Divine character as
nothing else could have done. The
holy angels, who have known no sin,
will in mankind read to eternity a
valuable lesson of the exceeding sin-
fulness of sin and the wisdom and
blessedness of righteousness.

And even mankind, although at pres-
ent suffering seriously under the
weight of Divine displeasure and con-
demnation to death, will ultimately be
so blessed and the weight of blessing
so outweigh the sorrows of the curse,
that every creature shall bow the knee
and every tongue confess to Divine
Justice, Wisdom, Love and Power, in
connection with the Divine dealings
with- humanity.

“Joy Cometh in the Morning”

A night of weeping six thousand
years long, involving suffering and sor-
row to twenty-thousand millions, is an
awful thought. But the proposition is
a different one when we remember
that the majority of Adam’s children
die in infancy and that to those who
live their three score years and ten
with labor and sorrow, there are pleas-
ing and happifying experiences, as well
as tears. And when we read that even
the tears of a few years are a part of
the disciplines, instructions and expe-
riences .which God designs shall be
valuable lessons in preparation for a
glorious and joyous eternity-—then the
whole matter begins to have a new as-
pect to our minds.

The night of weeping, six thousand
years long, is about to be followed by
the morning of joy. The New Day, in
which darkness and sin will be abol-

ished and in which the Sun of Right~

eousness will bless and heal the world
of mankind, is a Thousand-Year Day
for the blessing and uplifting of out
race (II' Peter 3:8). The Bible de-
scribes that day in most glowing terms.
It 1s the day of Messiah, the day In
which God’s Kingdom shall come and
bhis will be done on earth as it is dong

the True God, -

in heaven, the day in which the poor
and .needy will be lifted up from the
dunghill of superstition and depravity,
the day in which the knowledge of the

glory of God shall fill the whole earth.-

And there shall be no more fear.
That day will not end as do others. It
will not be followed by a night, but
lead on to a glorious eternity for all of
God’s creatures who appreciate Divine
goodness and, using the Divinely pro-
vided opportunities, will return to full
harmony with their Creator. Such he
will in turn recognize as his sons and,
at his right hand of favor, they wil
enjoy pleasures for evermore. :

The Revelation of Our God

One of old truly said, “Thou art a
God which hidest thyself” (Isa. 45:15).
How true! As a result the world
by wisdom knows not God. He is
near in his wisdom and love, yet he
can be seen only by those whose eyes
of understanding have been opened.
But we are glad that the time is com-
ing when all the blind eyes shall see
clearly. “As I live, saith the Lord, the
whole earth shall be filled with my
glory,” “The knowledge of the glory of
God shall fill the whole earth as the
waters cover the great deep” (Habak-
kuk 2:14). Then all shall see what
God hath wrought and our temporary
blindness will but accentuate the glo-
rious brightness of his Wisdom, Jus-
tice, Love and Power:

“Blind unbelief is sure to err,
And scan his work in vain;

God is his own interpreter,
And he will make it plainl”

In the end it will be seen that the
Divine permission of the reign of sin
and death in the earth, instead of be-
ing a blot upon Divine character and
a demonstration of Divine unwisdom
and incompetency, will reveal the
great Creator to his subjects, his chil-
dren, as nothing else could have done.
Besides, the experiences of mankind
during the seven thousand years from
Adam’s creation to the end of Mes-
siah’s mediatorial Kingdom will dem-
onstrate traits of the Divine charac-
ter which could not otherwise be man-
ifested to angels or to men.

For instance, without the permis-
sion —of gin, tha element of. Divina
Justice and the unalterable opposttion
of God to all sin would never have
been known to his creatures. His sen-
tence upon father Adam and his race
and the permission of the reign of
death and sin for all these centuries
have demonstrated the fact that Di-
vine Justice cannot be trifled with.
And this reign of sin and the strength
of the Divine opposition to sin, and
the sentence upon sinners, in turn
gave opportunity for the exhibit of
Divine mercy, compassion, sympathy,
love. Undoubtedly God's love was
known to the angelic hosts before, but
not to the same extent. His dealing
with humanity will prove the depth of
his sympathy to angels and to men.
“God commended his love toward us,
in that while we were yet sinners
Christ djed for us” (Romans 5:8).
Surely, as the poet declares, we have
‘In this a manifestation of

‘“Love Divine, all love excelling.”

More than this: Some of us at one
time were, perhaps, inclined to criti-
cize our Maker and to say that he had
no right to redeem us at the cost of
Calvary; that it was wrong to cancel
the sins of one and require their pay-
ment of another. But we erred. It
was not thus. Rightly understood, the
dealings of the Father with the Son
add still further to his glory—magnity
still more his Wisdom, Justice, Love
and Power. With all power and au-
thority the Almighty would not com-
mand the death of his Son. For Jesus
to become man’s Redeemer meant his
voluntary sacrifice of himself. And
how shall we understand this—the

Redeemer’'s willingness to be man’s:

ransom-price? The Scriptures, reply-
ing, tell us that it was because of his
great love for the Father, his great
confidence in him and his willingness
{0 submit to the Divine will and pur-

WHAT IS THE SOUL?

A postal-card request will se-
cure for you a free sample copy
of this paper in which this in-
teresting and very important
subject is treated in a manner
that will satisfy the most exact-

| ing.

pose and arrangement in everyi.ing
Yet, notwithstanding the willingness
of the Redeemer, the Father would
not permit him to engage in this great

‘undertaking which would cost himself

g0 much, unless he would give him
a corresponding reward. - Thus we
read of Jesus, that “for the joy that
was set before him he endured th
cross and despised the shame.” ’

“No! It Is Just Like Him"”

The Divine plan heing set forth to
an old colored woman, she was aske.
if it was not strange that God should
do such great things for us. Her an-
swer was, “No, Master, it is just like
him!”

So we say respecting the great God
who made the heavens and the earth
and sun and stars, It is not strange
that he should have a glorious Plan
for all of his creatures—a Plan which
will fully exemplify his character—his
Justice, Wisdom, Love and Power!

And amongst these wonderful things
of the Divine Purpose ngne is more
wonderful than that which relates to
the Church class, “the elect,” drawn
and called and begotten of the holy
Spirit during this Gospel Age. These,
Justified by faith instantly, are a sep-
arate class from the world, who will
be justified, perfected, through works
during Messiah's glorious reign. The
arrangement for their faith-justifica-
tion through the merit of the Re-
deemer in advance of the world’s jus-
tification is for the purpose of allowing
these, who, by nature are ‘children of
wrath even as others,” to become sons
of God on the spirit plane, “partakers
of the divine nature.”

Dealing on "lines of .impartiality,
God’s offer to these’' members of
Adam’s race, a “little flock” in all, is
that, if they join with their Redeemer
in sacrifice and walk in his footsteps,
his merit shall cover their blemishes
and they may become for all eternity
his glorious Bride and joint-heirs with
him in his Kingdom—that they may'
sit with him in his Throne and be as-
soclated in the great work of uplifting
the children of men.

How wonderful is our God, infinite
in all his qualities! “Who hath known

the mind of the T.ord; who hath been _

his counsellor!” (Romans 11:34). How
came all these wonderful things
which are written in his Book, unless
by his own knowledge? Let us bow
before him and adore him and be
faithful followers in the footsteps of
Jesus until the end of the race—until
we receive the crown of life.

EVERY THINKING

CHRISTIAN

SHOULD READ

PASTOR
RUSSELL’S

BOOKS

“Studies

in the

Scriptures”

“Bill Arp” the Southern journ
alist said editorially:

“It is impossible to read this book witl
loving the writer and pondering his won.
solution of the great mysteries that have
troubled us all our lives. There is hardly a
family to be found that has not lost some
loved one who died outside the church—outside
the plan of salvation, and if Calvinism be
true, outside of all hope and inside of eternal
torment and despair.

“This  wondertul book makes no assertions
thag are not well sustained by the Scriptures.
It is built up stone by stone, and upon every
stone is the text, and it becomes a pyramid
of God’s love and_mercy and wisdom. There
is nothing in the Bible that the author denies
or doubts, but there are many texts that he
throws a flood of light upon that scem to um-
cover its meaning.”

The set of six volumes, cloth, 3,000
pages, is supplied by the BIBLE AND
TRACT SOCIETY, No. 17 HICKS ST,
BROOKLYN, N. Y., for the usual price
of one such volt me, viz., $3.30 prepaid.
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/Jesus a Wonderful Man

“What manner of mon is this, that even. the winds and the sea obey him.”—Mait, 8:27.

B have always sympathized
deeply witH the Apostles in their
experience with the storm on the Sea
of Galilee. The storm was so violent
that even the experienced fishermen
were in terror and wakened their Mas-
ter Jesus. The latter, weary with
travel and preaching, was sound asleep
in a little cabin at the stern of the ves-
sel. They appealed to. him, “Master,
carest thou not that we perish?”’ Then
Jesus arose and, at his command, the
storm ceased and a great calm pre-
vailed. Then it was that his fishermen
disciples exclaimed, ‘“What manner of
man is this, that even the winds and
waves obey him?”

Although more than eighteen cen-
turies have since passed, the same
question is going the rounds of most
civilized peoples of the world—What
manner of man is this?” Some of the
best thinkers and noblest hearts of all
nationalities, Jew and Gentile, asgree
that .Jesus of Nazareth was a most
wonderful man. It is still agreed, as
in the days of his rresence, that “never
man spake like this man!” Some, in-
deed, called him a deceiver. Others
said that he was under the control of
evil spirits. Others, going to the op-
posite extreme, declared that this great
Jew was Jehovah himself, who, for the
time, was masquerading as a man.

“Wonderful Words of Life”
A man should be judged by his own

words and not by the words of others, .

whether friends or foes. As we prompt-
ly reject the testimony of his enemies
as contradictory to the facts, sc, when
the friends of Jesus contradict his
own words in their endeavor to honor
him, they should not be followed.
Their counsels respecting what they
do not know should be as thoroughly
reJected as those of his enemies, when
they contradict his own testimonies.
Pastor Russell contends that the great-
est of all Jews told the truth about
himself, as well as about other mat-

. fers in his “wonderful words of life.”

He declared, “My Father is greater
than I.” (John 14:28.) He declared that
he delighted to do his Father’'s will
and that he had come into the world
to do it, even at the cost of self-sacri-
fice and every self-denial even unto
death (Hebrews 12:2). When he prayed
to the Father with strong cryings and
tears in Gethsemane (Hebrews 5:7), he
was not shamming. He was not per-
petuating fraud and deceiving his dis-
ciples then and since.

Jesus declared that the Father sent
him and that he delighted to come in
obedience to Jehovah's will, to be his
agent and servant in the outworking
of a great plan for human redemption.
Those who deny all of this, and who
have awakened so much confusion
amongst Christians, and have made
the Gospel of Christ impossible to the
Jew, should give an account of them-
selves and explain by what authority
they contradicted the Great Teacher—
“The Father is greater than I” And
when they claim that the death of Je-
sus was merely a farce, and that he
as Jehovah merely stepped out of the
Body of Jesus and perpetrated a fraud
and pretended to be dead and aroused
his disciples so to think and so to
teach, and pretended later to be raised
from the dead—those who thus teach
and who thus confuse the minds of all
Christendom and Jewry, should ex-
plain away, if they can, the plain
statement of the Apostle that God
raised up Jesus from the dead by
his own power on the third day.

“God Manifest in Flesh”

“Adam was created in the image and
likeness of God,” hence God was man-
ifested in Adam’s flesh. Still more so
was he manifested in “The man Christ
Jesus” (I Timothy 2:5). The Scrip-
tures declare most positively that Je-
sus had a previous existence on the
spirit plane and that he voluntarily
consented to be made flesh for the out-
working of Jehovah’s plan., He was
not a sinner like others. His life was
directly transferred at his birth from
the spirit to the human plane. Thus
he was a partaker of human nature on
his mother’s side only, and his life was
unimpalired—*“holy, harmless, separate
from sinners.” Thus as a perfect man
he was the corresponding price for
Father Adam at thirty years of age.
And he was “God manifest in the

flesh” in the same manner that Adam
was before he sinned.

But more than this, he obtained a
special blessing which Adam never
knew. At the time of his consecration
to death at his baptism he received
the anointing of the holy Spirit and
begetting again to the spirit plane as
the Anointed One—the Anointed Priest
and King for Israel and through Israel
for the world. By virtue of that anoint-
ing he became the special ambassador
of Jehovah—his special representative
amongst men. Thereafter he was God
manifest in the flesh in a far higher
sense than was Adam. Thus was this
‘Wonderful One The Son of The Man,
and, by the begetting of the holy Spirit,
specially also the Son of God.

Michael One Like God

The Hebrew prophets had foretold
this greatness of the Messiah, who at
the Divinely-appointed hour will as-
sume the dominion of earth, setting up
by Divine authority his Mediatorial
Kingdom, which, for a thousand years,
will reign triumphantly, binding Satan
and sin in its every form and setting at
liberty every good principle of right-
eousness for the blessing of Israel un-
der the New Covenant (Jeremiah 31:
31), and through Israel the blessing of
every nation. “Unto him every knee
shall bow and every tongue confess,
when the knowledge of the Lord shall
fill the earth.”—Hab. 2:14.

Jehovah, through the Prophet Daniel,
called this great Messiah Michael, and
tells that when he shall stand up, when
he shal! take his authority and begin
his rule, there will be a time of trouble
such as never was since there was a
nation, incidental to the inauguration
of the Empire of Righteousness, for the
purpose of bringing peace on earth and
good will amongst men.

Michael, the arch-angel,
One like God—a god-like one. Who-
ever, therefore, believes in Messiah
from this standpoint must not expect
& human Messiah of flesh and blood.
He must expect just such an One as
the Scriptures declare Jesus now to be
—the glorified Son of the Highest.
Moreover, the New Testament, after
telling that this Great Messiah must
reign until he shall have put all ene-
mies under his feet, in subjection, tells
also that then he will in turn, at the
close of his Mediatorial reign, deliver
up the Kingdom to God, even the Fa-
ther, that Jehovah may be all in all.
There is no suggestion, therefore, on
the part of Jesus or his Apostles that
at all corresponds with the absurd sug-
gestions and contradictions of those
who claim that Jesus was his own
Father—that the Father and the Son
are the same person under two names.

signifies

WORRY WILL SURELY KILL.

Worry injures beyond repair certain
cells of the brain, and the brain being.
the nutritive center of the body, the
other organs become gradually injured,
and when some diseases of these or-
gans or a combination of them arise
death flnally ensues.

Thus worry kills. Insidiously, like
many other diseases, it creeps upon the
brain in the form of a single, constant,
never lost idea, and, as a dropping of
water over a period of years will wear
a groove in the stone, so does worry
gradually, imperceptibly and no less
surely destroy the brain cells that lead
all the rest, which are, so to speak, the
commanding officers of mental power,
health and motion.

Worry, to make the theory still
stronger, is an irritant at certain points
which produces little harm if it comes
at intervals or irregularly. Occasional
worriment the brain can cope with,
but the iteration and the reiteration of
one idea of a disquieting sort the cells
of the brain are not proof against.

It is as if the skull were laid bare
and the surface of the brain struck
lightly with a hammer every few sec-
onds with mechanical precision, with
never a sign of a stop or the failure
of a stroke. Just in this way does
the annoying idea, the maddening
thought that will not be done away
with, strike or fall upon certain nerve
cells, never ceasing, diminishing the
vitality of the delicate organisms that
are so minute that they can be seen
only under the microscope.—*Journal
of Physiological Therapeutics.”

S
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- When God Was Alone

From Only One Standpoint Can Divine Wisdom and Love be Discerned in Conmection

with Mankind,

HE Scriptures declare a “beginning
of the creation of God,” and this
evidences the fact that God was pre-
viously alone—the self-existent One.
His qualities and attributes then were
the same as they are now, for the
Scriptures declare his unchangeable-
ness—‘‘the same yesterday, today and
forever.”

Moreover, the completeness of the
Divine perfection is such that compan-
ionship was not necessary to the hap-
piness of Jehovah. The only one who
inhabiteth eternity is self-centered. The
creation of angels and of men was in-
deed his pleasure, because, benevolent-
ly, he desires to do good, to give ca-
pacity for pleasure and to afford it op-
portunity for gratification. Further-
more, the highest goou of his creatures
called for an exhibition to the full of
all the elements of the Divine charac-
ter—Divine Justice, Love, Power and
Wisdom. The scope of the exercise of
Divine power is the Universe, but it is
difficult for our finite minds to compre-
hend the meaning of this word—Uni-
verse.

Astronomers tell us that by the aid
of photo-astronomy they can see nearly
125,000,000 suns—solar systems like our
own, with supposedly more than a bil-
lion of worlds more or less like our
earth. These, we may assume, are in
process of development, are in prepar-
ation for inhabitants whom the great
Creator will in due time provide. From
the Scriptural standpoint, however, the
great work of Creation began with our
earth., What a boundless thought we
have in the o»are suggestion that the
billion worlds are to be peopled, and
that the lesso:ls of righteousness and
sin, of life and death eternal, now being
taught to humanity, will never need to
be repeated.

The Permission of Evil

From only one standpoint can Divine
Wisdom and Love be discerned in con-
nection with the history of mankind. It
must include the Age about to be ush-
ered in—the period of Messiah’s reign
of righteousness; the time in. which
every member of Adam’s race, sharing
the penalty of sin and death because
inheriting his weaknesses, will be set
free from these; the time when the
full knowledge of the glory of God shall

/be granted to every human being; and

when a full opportunity will come to
each by obedience to gain life everlast-
ing.

The lesson thus far taught is the
goodness and the severity of God—his
goodness in bringing us into being, and
his severity in the punishment of father
Adam’s wilful transgression; also, to
both men and angels, Justice, unswerv-
ifng Justice. The next lesson will be,
that God is love. ‘The foundation for
these lessons is already laid in the
Ransom sacrifice of Jesus, through and
on account of which he becomes the
world’s Redeemer and Restorer. A few
can believe this message by faith; but
not many have the ear of faith nor the
eye of faith. Only the saints are able
to appreciate this great fact at the
present time.

That which is now secret and undei-
stood only by the few is shortly to be
made manifest to every creature iIn

heaven and in earth. All will then see

and be able to appreciate the great fact
that the redemption accomplished by
the sacrifice of Jesus is world wide and
means a full deliverance from the sin-
and-death condemnation, which passed
upon Adam and all of his race, to all
who will accept the same as a gift from
God. The remainder will he destroy in
the “Second Death.”

The Scroll With Seven Seals

‘The Divine purpose, originally known
only to Jehovah himself, was indeed
declared through the prophets and in
the Law, but those who declared it
understood not their own visions and
prophecies. Not until Jesus appeared
and received the anointing of the holy
Spirit at his baptism did the Divine
Plan begin to be unfolded; and then it
was unfolded to Jesus through the holy
Spirit which came upon him, witness-
ing his consecration to death and be-
getting him to a new life, beyond the
vail.

This is shown symbolically in the
picture of Revelation. During the time
preceding the undertaking of the work
by Jesus the announcement was made
everywhere, “Who Is worthy to take

the scroll and to unloose the seals
thereof?’ None was found worthy,
Many were found perfect, but some-
thing more was required—the testing
and demonstration of loyalty to God,
even unto death, even the death of the
cross. Until Jesus came into the world
and vowed his consecration to death,
no one had been found worthy even to
understand the great Plan of the Ages
which Jehovah God had purposed in
himself before the foundation of the
world. As soon as Jesus made his con-
secration and began his work, to him
the scroll of the Divine Purpose was
committed and the announcement was
made, “Worthy is the Lamb that was
slain to receive honor and dominion
and might and power” (Revelation v:9).
And to him was given the scroll with
full authority to read, to understand
and to fuliill its glorious prophecies,
which specially related to the blessing
of our race.

In the opening of this scroll, in the
revealment of the Divine purpose,
God’s love would be manifested both to
angels and to men—the love which he
had before he began his creative work,
but which there was no intelligent
creature to understand; the love which
God had even when he permitted sin
and death to mar the happiness of
Eden—the love which neither angels
nor men could fully see and appreciate
during all the centuries of the reign .
of sin and death, o

INTERESTING SERMONS.
Some of the interesting Topics -ublished
in previous issues of this paper are as below.
Sample copies of any of these sermons
will be sent FREE on request:

Where are the Dead?

Rich Man in Hell

Thieves in Parearlise

Gathering the Lord’s Jewels.

Oven Letter t~ Adventists.

Weeping All Night.

What is the Soul?

Do You Know?

The Immortality of the Soul.

Calamaties—Why Permitted.

Christian Science Unscientific
Christian.

Our Lord’s Reutrn,

The Two Salvations.

Spiritism is Demonism.

Why Financiers Tremble.

Clergy Ordination Proved Fraudulent.

Church of the Living God.

What is a Christian?

Social Conditions Beyond Human Power.

The Lost Kecy of Knowledge.

Ancient Garden of Eden.

The Law of Retribution.

A Great Prophecy Nearing Fulfillment.

Our Lord’s Great Prophecy.

The Divine Law, Universal and Eternal.

The Melchisedec Priesthood.

Keep My Commandments.

Earthquakes in Prophecy.

God’s Message of Comfort to the Jews.

Spiritual Israel, Then Natural Isracl.

Purgatory Fires, Not Now, But Soon.

St. Peter’s Kingdom Keys. . .

Spiritism, Mormonism, Etc., their Mysteries
Explained. .

Book Of Mormon No Part of the Bille.

Babylon’s Doom.

The Time is at Hand, The New Day
Dawns.

The Divine Character Wofully Slandered.

World-Wide Autocracy is Coming and Near,

The Judgment Day of the Nations.

End of The Age a Perilous Time.

Do You Believe in the Resurrection of the
Dead? .

Immortal Worms—Unquenchable Fire.

Cardinal Gibbons on Church Unity.

The Negro Question.

The Trinity of the Bible.

Decline in Faith and Godliness.

What is Baptism?

A Famine in the Land,

Thousand-Year Day of Judgment.

Philosophy of the Deluge. .

How Jesus Preached to the Spirits in
Prison.

Darwin Evolution Theory Exploded.

Emperor Constantine was Trinity-Maker,

The Great Parable of Sheep and Goats.

The World on Fire.

The Rich Manin Hell;

| Lazarus in
Abraham’s Bosom

This greatly misunderstood parable
made plain in a recent issue of
BIBLE STUDENTS MONTHLY.
Send for free sample copy.

and

WhatSay the Scriptures About

SHEOL—HADES—HELL ?

A very interesting pamphlet, explaining
every verse in the Bible in which the
original words are found that are trans-
lated into the English as “Hell,” will be
sent on postal-card request, free of charge,
to arg one. _Address BROOKLYN
TABERNACLE, Brooklyn, N, Y.
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