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"The Most Precious Text

'“Fop God g0 loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, thai whosoever believeth in

him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”—John 3:16.

HE first thought connected with this
text, dear friends, is the pecu-
larity of the fact that the God of all
grace, the Almighty, the All-Wise, the
All-Just, should have love for the
sworld of mankind. It would surprise
mone of us if the Apostie had written
that God greatly loved the holy angels
@and that he would do any and
everything for their protection and
blessing. We would have said, “It is
Just like dim. Of course he would do
0. They have always been loyal, al-
ways been true. They are noble im-
ages of himself in character.” If the
staterrent had even been that God so
loved his saints-——that, 'blemished by the
jmperfections of the flesh, he had ac-
cepted them through the merits of
Jesus’ sacrifice and counted them as
perfect and entire in him—this would
have caused greater surprise than
God’s love for the angels. And yet we
would have said, “Yes,®it is just like
our heavenly Father to be abundantly
gracious and to remember the sins and
iniquitlies no more against those who
bave fully turned to righteousness and
by faith have been covered by the Re-
geemer’s Robe of Perfection.”

#Condemned Sin in the Flesh” 4

I¢ onr. tevt. were the orly one . .of
Béripture to the contrary (but it is
not), it would be an utter refutation
©of the blasphemous doctrine of eternal
torment as the Divine purpose toward
gnankind. The thought that God cre-
@ted our race with the foreknowledge
and pre-arrangement that the over-
whelming majority (all except the
saintly “elect”) must spend an eter-
nity of hopeless torture, is thoroughly
out of accord with reason, as well as
contradictory to our text, “God so
loved the world.” Does love plan tore
ture? Does loving provivion not jmply
wisdom in the use of power, that the
creature may not be injured, if he
shall not be benefited by the program?
Is it conceivable that he who com-
mands us to love our enemies and to
©Observe toward them the Golden Rule
would himself ignore that Rule and in-
Jure, not only his enemies, but also
the ignorant, the superstitious, the
great masses of mankind-——of whom
the Apostle declares, “The god of this
world hath blinded their minds?”’—2
Cor. 4:4.

Let us have done with such night-
mares, such “doctrines of demons,” as
the Apostle styles them. Let us begin
t0 know our Creator, our heavenly
Father, for such knowledge is a step
toward love for-him, and hence toward
life eternal for ourselves, It was our
dear Redeemer who sald, “This is life
eternal, that they might know thee, the
only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom
thou hast sent.” (John 17:3.)
only the world perishes because of
lack of true knowledge of the Creator,
but many of God’s people are similarly
hindered. As the Scriptures declare,
“My people are destroyed for lack of
knowledge.”—Hosea 4:6.

It should be understood by all that
God’s love for mankind, as well as
Divine Justice and Wisdom, prepared
nan’s penalty—‘“The wages of sin 1is
death” (Romans 6:23). It is in full
harmony with this that we know that
the Lord drove our first parents out
©f the Garden of Eden and placed the
cherubim with flaming sword to pre-
wvent their return thither., It was a
Mmerciful provision, because had they
continued to have access to the trees
©of life and thus to continued existence,
it would have meant.everlasting life
for sinners. And to give sinners eter-
aal life and to perpetuate a condition

Not

of sin, rebellion, anarchy, in the uni-
verse to gll eternity would have been
disecreditable to the Divine -Character
and Government, as well as injurious
to his creatures. God’s determination,
therefore, from the very beginning was
that he would have a clean uuniverse,
and hence the law, ‘“The soul that sin-
neth, it shalli die”—a law which ulti-
mately must prevail as respects the
fallen angels and Satan, as well as in
respect to mankind.

Thus we have the assurance that ul-
timately mnothing shall mar the har-
mony of the universe. What the Scrip-
tures point out respecting the future
will prove true. “And every creature
which is in heaven, and on the earth,
and such as are in the sea, and all that
are in them, heard I saying, Blessing,
and honor, and glory, and power, be
unto him that sitteth upon the throne,
and unto the Lamb for ever and ever”
(Rev. 5:13). Thus the time will come
when sin and all who love sin will be
destroyed and when, as a consequence,
the Scriptures gssure us, “There shall
be no more déath, ‘neither sorrow, nor
crying, neither shall there be any
more pain; for the former things are
Dpgssed away.! ~And he that sat upon
the th hold, I

ildogs }
“That He Gave His Son”

~God’s love for sinmers, as we have
seen, was so great that he would not
allow them to have everlasting life, be-
cause that would mean to them ever-
lasting imperfection and sorrow, ete.
But our text tells us of a still further
step that the Lord took——and hence
shows a still further love.

“He gave his only begotten Son.”
How? When? Where? What for?
‘We answer, He did not give his only
begotten Son to suffer eternal torment
for us. Thank God, No! Yet, if eter-
nal torment had been the sinner’s pen-
alty, God’s Son could not have been
their Redeemer, except ty paying that
awful price. As we have seen, how-
ever, the penalty was not that, but a
death penalty—“The soul that sinneth,
it shall die;” “Dying tlou shalt die;”
“The Wages of sin is death.” God gave
his only begotten Son to die for our
sins that he might bring us back to
God. Our Lord’s death on Calvary was
the sufficient price for the sins of the
whole world, although he did not apply
that price directly to the world, but to
believers of this present time; and, in-

~directly, through the consecrated be-

lievers, the Bride of Christ, it will be
applied to mankind in general, thus
permitting the Church class to “fill up
that which is behind of the afflictions
of Christ,” and to share with him in
the sealing of the New Covenant for
Israel, and through Israel for the
world. “Behold, the days come, saith
the Lord, that I will make a New
Covenant with the house of Israel, and
with the house of Judah.,”—Jer. 31:31.

Left the Heavenly Glory

Nor should we understand that God
eompelled his only begotten Son to die
for us, but rather, as the Scriptures
inform us, he set before him a great
Pprize, so that Jesus counted it all joy
to lay down his life that he might
be the heavenly Bridegroom to the
Church and be the Mediator of the
New Covenant for Israel and the world
of mankind. How wise, how just, are
God’s arrangements! Though he pos-
sesses all power, yet he would not in-
fract the rights or liberties of even the
most humble of his creatures, much
less the rights of his only begotten
Son, our. Lord.

ake all -

tmhot!

The Scriptures inform us that it was
in accord with the Father’s arrange-
ment and the giving of his Son that he
made to him the proposition to be-
come man’s Redeemer and uplifter and
the Head of the Church, to receive
glory, honor and immortality. It was
in view of this proposition as a whole
that we read of our Lord that he, “For
the joy that was set before him, en-
dured the cross, despising the shaine,
and is set down at the right hand of
God” (Heb. i2:2). Again, “Who gave
himself g ransom for all, to be testified
in due time” (I Tim. 2:6). He left
the heavenly glory and took upon him
the human nature and, as the man
Christ Jesus, gave himself as the Ran-
som for all.

Whosoever Believeth in Him

God’s love is not only large and
broad, but it is also deep and high. In
blessing mankind he purposes the
largest blessing possible in the wisest
manner. He will not justify the
heathen in their ignorance nor justify
willful rebels. He limits his favor by
two conditions:

First.—The blessing through his Son
shall go only to those who intelli-
i;tently know of it and by faith accept

Second—It shall be available only
to those who desire to come into har-
mony with Divine laws as obedient
children. )

This presents a difficulty to our
minds .until we come to understand
whot' the' Scrigtarcs call the Divine
Plan of the Ages. Until we under-
stand that Plan, we are inclined to
find fault with the Divine arrangement,
and with ourselves and with fellow-
Christians and generally to be uncom-
fortable and disappointed in propor-
tion to the largeness of our hearts and
our interests in God’s character and in
humanity. We find fault with our-
selves and others that the world has
notlong ago been evangelized and made
acquainted with God. We find fault with
God that he is allowing the heathen to
go down into death at the rate of
ninety thousand per day, with no
knowledge of the ‘“only name under
heaven whereby we must be saved.”
We squirm and twist in our reasoningsg
in trying to justify this course and are
still further harassed by the horrible
nightmare of eternal torment, which
teaches that the heathen not only do
not get eternal life in glory, but that
they do get eternal life in misery.

Alas, how true are the Lord’s words
through the Prophet, “Your covenant
with death shall be disannulled, and
Your agreement with the grave shall
not stand. From the time that it
goeth forth it shail take you; for morn-
ing by morning shall it pass over, by
day and by mnight; and it shall be a
vexation only to understand the doc-
trine.”—Isa. 28:18, 19.

The Plan of the Ages.

The key to the whole Mystery is
that God first selects from amongst
mankind a special class of those able
and willing to exercise faith in him,
to recelve the Spirit of Christ, and to
demonstrate their loyalty by walking
in his steps. These, he tells us, he is
calling out of the werld by what the
world calls the foolishness of preach-
ing. These he is testing as respects
their faith and loyalty and using the
trials and oppositions of this present
time as chiseling processes and burrs
to shape and polish and prepare the
precious stones for their gloricus set-
ting in the heavenly Kingdom. There
are not many of these altogether.
“Fear not, little flock; for it is the
Father’s good pleasure to give you the
Kingdom” (Luke 12:32). They are
being selected out of all denominations,
kindreds and tongues, and among.t
them are not many great, wise, noble
or rich, They are chiefly the poor of

\

fitted machine!

this world, rich in faith, heirs of the
Kingdom.

This “little flock” of “saints,” this
“royal priesthood,” with Christ their
Redeemer, their Lord, their Bride-
groom, their Head, their Chief Priest,
are to constitute the Kings, Priests,
Judges, Rulers of the world of man-
kind. Then in the age to follow this
one, in the Millennium, God’'s time
shall come for dealing with mankind
as a whole. 'In co-operation with the
Kingdom work will be the binding of
Satan and every evil influence amongst
men, and the letting loose of every
good influence and every helpful truth.

This is God’s provision for the world
of mankind, whom he se¢ loved. Not
merely for the saints, who already
have the hearing ear, the seeing eye,
and the appreciative heart, is God's
loving provision, but for poor, de-
graded humanity, which, through cen=
turies of sin, has almost entirely lost
the image and likeness of its Creator.
The promise for these is that ‘they
shall be privileged by resurrection
Pprocesses to return to full harmony
with the Lord and to repossess the
blessings and favors lost by Father
Adam when he sinned—blessings and
privileges. redeemed for Adam’s race
through the merits of our dear Re«
deemer’s sacrifice at Calvary.

Believers Might Not Perish

Notice how the various features of
our text intermesh with each other, :
like the cogs and pinions of a welle |
Let us got rid o2 ¢k
wrong thought that so long has be=
fogged our reason and robbed ousr
hearts of the proper reverence for our
Creator! . Let us get rid of the thought
that “perish” means to preserve in eter~-
nal torture, thus confusing the minds
of the Lord’s people and the world to
the true teachings of the Scriptures.
Perishing, of course, means perishing
~—to lose life, to become extinct. Mamn,
originally made in God’s image, was
brepared for eternal life; eternity was
to be his destiny. But sin forfeited
those life-rights. He came under ga
sentence of death—that he should per-
ish like the brute beast. Hence, hig
only hope of a future life is in the
Redeemer and the resurrection which
his sacrifice has secured.

God’s Provision

Man’s intelligence and higher or-
ganism could avail him only on condis
tion that they would be used in hare
mony with his Maker’s reasonable and
Just requirements. Otherwise he must
die the death, as being even less
worthy of prolonged existence than the
brute. Note how our text points out
that God saw that in the race of Adam
there would be many who, if they un<
derstood the light and the Truth and
had it in contrast with the wrong,
would be glad to return to harmony
with God-—glad to accept of Christ and
Restitution privileges and blessings,
and to come into full accord with the
Almighty and with Jesus, and to have
back again the life-rights forfeited by
father Adam. Hence God’s provisionm
for the race as a whole—that they
might not perish as the brute beast,
but attain to eternal life again, attaim
to all that was lost in Adam, all that
was redeemed by Jesus Christ our
Lord—eternal life, fellowship with God
tlie Father and the Son and commus
nion with the holy Spirit.

“God moves in a mysterious way
His wonders to perform.”

These words of the poet are wonders
fully true! Truth is, inceed, strangen
than fiction! The Divine Plan for hu~
man salvation is higher and deeper;
longer and broader than any of us
dreamed of! Yet it is most exact;
nothing about it i3 slip-shod or irregu-
lar., While the blessed privileges of
reconciliation will be granted to all of -
Adam’s raee, they will be forced ypos
none, -
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Secretary of State Knox, in conclud-

Ing a stirring address before the grad-
uating students of the University of
Pennsylvania, spoke as follows: “We
have reached a point where it ig evie
dent that the future holds in store a
time when wars shall cease; when the
nations of the world shall realize a
federation as real and vital as that
now subsisting between the component
parts of a single state; when by de-
liberate international conjunction the
strong shall universally help the weak,
and when the corporate righteousness
of the world shall compel unrighteous-
ness to disappear and shall destroy the
habitations of cruelty still lingering in
the dark places of the earth. This is
. ‘the spirit of the wide world brooding
or things to come.’ That day will be
_the Millennium, of course; but in some
sense and degree it will surely be real-
1zed in this dispensation of mortal
time.”

May Sin Again Invade the Earth When
Once Rooted Out?

Will there be any danger that at
gome future time sin may again invade
the world, again degrade God’s human
representatives and obscure the glory
of the Divine creation? We answer, no,
never. The guarantee of this is in the
Lord’s words that there shall be no
more death. So surely as there will be
sin, the penalty of sin must follow it,
hence the guarantee that there will be
no more. dying, is the guarantee that
there will be no more sin. But how can
this be guaranteed and at the same
time man’s free moral agency be pre-
served? The Scriptures give the ex-
planation, telling us that at the close
of the Mediatorial Kingdom, when

~"WM&SSah shall have accomplished his

work of putting down all opposition and
bringing all the willing and obedient up
to perfection of human nature, then he
shall deliver up the kingdom to God,
even the Father. The next step in the
Pivine program as outlined in the
Revelation is that the world, no longer
under the Mediatorial covering of the
Redeemer and no longer needing such
a covering because perfect, will be sub-
jected by the Father to severe tests of
their love and loyalty, their obedience,
similar to the test which came upon
father Adam in Eden, when he was
perfect.

The description of Revelation is that
Satan will be loosed to tempt and de-
ceive all the people whose number will
then be as the sands of the ‘seashore.
‘What proportion ke will succeed in de-

" celving is not intimated, but the gen-
eral statement is made that all those
who are deceived by him in that
crucial test will be utterly destroyed
with Satan in the Second Death, which,
symbolically, is represented by the
“lake of fire.” This will leave a clean
Universe as represented in the Scrip-
‘tures, and “every voice in heaven and
in earth and under the earth will be
proclaiming praise, honor, dominion,
might and power to him that sitteth on
the throne and to the Lamb.” Blessed
are our eyes and our ears and our un-
derstanding hearts which are already
enlightened in advance of the world,
that have already learned of the glory
of God. We with the seraphim pro-
claim, “holy, holy, holy, Lord God Al-
mighty,” and we rejoice that the time
is near at hand when tke whole earth
shall be filled with his glory.

Thieves in Paradise

Luke 23:43.—This greatly misunder-
stood text explained in a recent issue
of The Bible Students Monthly.

Send post card for free sample.

The Savior of the World

“Behold, I bring you good “tidings of great joy which shall be to all people; for unto you is

born this day in the city of David, a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.”’—Luke 2:10-14.

‘%’ T matters not that December 25th is
not the real anniversary of the Sav-
ior’s birth, but probably the anniver-
sary of the annunciation by the angel
Gabylel, the anniversary of the Virgin
Mary’s conception, our Lord being born
nine months later on the calendar, or
about October 1. One so great, whose
birth, death and resurrection from the
dead mean so much to the human fam-
ily, may be remembered and celebrated
any day, every day, by all those who
appreciate what he has done for our
race. Since, then, the majority of
Christian people have become habitu-
ated to the celebration of December 25
as our Lord’s birthday, we need make
no protest, but join with all in cele-
brating that day with rejoicing of
heart, giving gifts and remembrances
one to another, thus copying Divine
favor, which gave to mankind the Son
of God as a gift of mercy and love for
our redemption.

For four thousand years and more
the promise of God, clothed in more or
less of obscurity, had been given to
mankind, intimating that ultimately the

.great curse of sin and death, which had

come upon the world through Father
Adam’s disobedience in Eden, would
be rolled away, and instead of a curse
(a blight), would come a blessing of the
Lord with life-giving refreshment. In
various types, figures and shadowy
promises this lesson had come down
through the ages to the time of our
Lord’s Dbirth, especially among the
Jews, who were the Divinely favored
and covenanted people. And since the
Jews were of a commercial spirit many
of them were to be found in all parts
of the civilized world; and thus among
every people the faith in the one God
and the hope of Israel through a Mes-
siah was more or less made known, so
that at the time of our*Lord’s birth we
read, “All men were in expectation” of
a soon-coming Messiah. Doubtless
this expectation was built upon the in-
terpretation of Daniel’'s prophecy,
which we now see clearly marked the

year of our. Lord’s. majority,. when he.

was 30 years of age, and made his con-
secration to his work and received the
begetting ‘of the Holy Spirit, his an-
ointing as the great antitypical High
Priest and as the great antitypical
King over Israel and the world.

From Bethlehem to Nazareth

In olden times there were honorable
cities and mean cities. Nazareth was
generally recognized as one of the lat-
ter, while Bethlehem was distinctly
one of the former—the city of David,
Israel’s beloved King. The Scriptures
explain to us that Mary, our Lord’s
mother, and Joseph, her husband, were
both of the lineage of David, and that
in a seemingly accidental manner, the
prophecy was fulfilled which foretold
that Messiah would be born in Bethle-
hem.—Micah 5:2.

The Roman Empire at that time bore
rule over the whole world, the Jews
being subject to it, but waiting ex-
pectantly, restlessly, for the coming
Messiah, who would deliver them from
being subject people and make of them
the ruling caste of his Kingdom, the
dominion of the world. Rome’s great
Emperor, Caesar Augustus, was in
power at this time, and had sent forth
his decree for a polling or census of
the whole world for purposes of tax-
ation, ete. Luke informs us that it
was in response to this royal decree
that Joseph and Mary went up to their
native city to be enrolled, and that thus
it was that Jesus was born in Bethle-
hem, and on account of the great con-
course of people at the time and for
the ~same purpose, accommodations
being scarce, the stable of the inn, or
khan, was used by some as a lodging.
Joseph and Mary, being of the late
comers, were forced to occupy these
humble quarters, and thus it was that
the King of Glory, whose Kingdom is
by and by to rule the world, was in the
time of his flesh born in a stable and
cradled in a manger.

The Angels and the Shepherds
Noble shepherds those must have
been to whom the Almighty sent the
angelic message respecting the birth of
Jesus, the Messiah, the message which

has come down throvgh the ages and
has reached our edars—the message
which thrills us the more in propor-
tion as we are able to grasp its mean-
ing. First a single angel appeared to
the shepherds and allayed their fears,
saying: “Fear not; behold 1 bring
you good tidings.” It would appear
that fear is one of the dominating im-
pulses of the human mind, especially
in conjunction with any revelations
from the Lord. The same is true to-
day with all except the comparatively
few who are well informed respecting
the Divine character and plan. Thus
the subject of religion is obnoxious to
the world in general-—a subject which
they prefer to avoid because of a feel-
ing of guilt and a dread of further
knowledge of condemnation.

MGood tidings,” is another tra.nsla.-
tion of our word Gospel. How beauti-
ful the thought that the Gospel is
really and truly good tidings! Alas!
for the misrepresentations of God’s
plan, under which so many of his true
people misunderstand his character and
his Word and apply the term Gospel to
their various messagés from the dark
ages, teaching purgatory and eternal
torment as the portion of the race. Let
us get away from this false thought
and get the truth that the Gospel is
good tidings. The angel elaborated,
saying that his message was “good
tidings of great joy, which shall be un-
to all people.” Ah, thank God, his plan
is wider and deeper and higher and
grander than anything we had ever
conceived. The Gospel message is not
merely to be good tidings to the com-
paratively few that now have ears to
hear and eyes to see its beauties, but in
God’s due time it is to be good tidings
of great joy to all people.

The Cause, the Logic, of the Message

The message took cognizance of the
fact that it was to reasonable peobple,
who would want to know why the un-
changeable God, who had once pro-
nounced a curse, should at any time so
amend and alter matters as to sup-

-plant--the-curse-with-a-blessing.— The -
. wards.

messenger states the philosophy of the
Divine Plan. “Unto you is born this
day a, Savior, which is Christ (Mes-
siah) the Lord.” There we have the
key to the entire Gospel statement of
how God could be just and yet now be
the justifier of sinners who accept
Jesus. The word Savior here signi-
fies life-giver, and how beautiful is the
thought that as death is the wage of
sin, the curse upon, the race, this Mes-
siah who was born is to be the one who
will rescue the race from the sentence
by giving them life again. The ex-

planation of how he would give life .

was not given, nor was it necessary at
that time; but now, in the light of
developments, and with the explana-
tions furnished through the Spirit, in
the New Testament, we see how our
Lord’s voluntary sacrifice of his life,
dying the just for the unjust, settled
the claims of Divine Justice against
Adam and thus incidentally against all
who shared his sentence.

A Prophecy of Good Things

Yes, the angelic message was a
prophecy of good things to be accom-
plished for the Church and the world
during the Millennial Age. The
Church is to have the first blessing.
The first resurrection is to be composed
only of the blessed and holy who shall
live and reign with Christ during the
millennium, the thousand  years 1in
which Satan shall be bound, and when
the good influences of truth and right-
eousness shall enlighten the whole
earth. The declaration of the Scrip-
tures is that the deliverance of the
Church will come early in the morning
of that Millennial Day, as the prophet
declares, “God will help her early in
the morning.”—Psalm 46:5. :

It will be during the Millennial Age
that this prophecy of the angel will

have its fulfilment, and the great Sav-
ior who has already redeerned us by
his sacrifice will stand forth as the
King, the glorified Messiah, and estab-
lish his dominion of righteousness in
the world for the blessing and uplift-
ing of every member of the race. In
harmony with the words of the Apostle,
those will be “times of refreshing,”
¢“times of restitution of all things
spoken by the mouth of all the holy
prophets since the world began.” (Acts
3:19-21.) If the Lord had based the
hope of the world upon some works of
merit or righteousness of the world’s
doing, then, indeed, we might have
feared—indeed, the more we know of
the world the less hope we would have.
But, on the contrary, the Lord has
based the entire proposition for the
future blessing, not upon our worthi-
ness, but upon the worthiness and sac-
rifice of his Son. “To you is born a
Life-Giver, which 1is Messiah, the
Lord.”
The Angels’ Song

It was after the giving of the mes-
sage of good tidings of great joy by
the heavenly one that a host of angels
appeared to the shepherds, saying,
“Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace, good will to men.” This,
too, is a prophecy. It has not yet been
accomplished, but will be fulfilled in
every particular in God’s due time,
which, we believe, is now nigh, ever
at the door. Not yet does God receive
glory in the highest, not yet is there
beace among men. Quite to the con-
trary. God’s name is blasphemed, not
only by those who vulgarly and in
ribald jest take the Divine Name in
vain, and not merely by the heathen
who worship devils and think they are
gods, but even by Christian people,
God’s name is blasphemed every day.
For be it known that blasphemy is any
dishonorable misrepresentation of the
character of another. God be merciful
to us, but at some time or other doubt-
less everyone of us here presént blas-
phemed the holy name in this manner
—by misrepresenting the Divine char-
acter and Divine Plan, by picturing the
God of love and mercy and justice and
truth as the originator, the planner,
the perpetuator of the eternal torment
of the great mass of his creatures,
born 1n s1n a.nd shapen m imqulty.

But the Lord had mercy 1pon us e=-
cause we did it ignorantly. And we
also should have compassion upen
others who still ignorantly misrepre-
sent our God, and our energies should
be continually bent to their assistance,
that the eyes of their wnderstanding
might open more widely to perceive the
lengths and breadths and heights and
depths and know the love of God which
passeth understanding.

"Noting that peace on earth and good
will to men have not followed the
Savior’s birth thus far, and in discern-
ing that this is a prophecy of what is
to be accomplished during the existence
of the Messianic Kingdom, many have
been inclined to change the transla-
tion of this verse so as to have it read,
“On earth peace among men, in whom
he is well pleased.” But even by thus
changing it the statement would not
be true, for even the Lord’s people
have no peace on earth. Whatever
peace they have is in their hearts, and
based upon their faith in the L.ord and
in the glorious things which he has
promised. Our Lord himself and the
Apostles testified to this, assuring us
that whosoever in this present time
would live godly should suffer perse-
cution, that a man’s foes would be they
of his own household, etec. (2 Tim.
3:12; Matt. 10:36). Let us not confuse
ourselves nor abridge the testimony
of the Word, but with the eye of faith
look forward to the day of Christ, in
which all these glorious things shall
have their fulfillment, in which peace
shall indeed fill the whole earth with
the knowledge of the glory of the
Lord, bringing Divine favor and rolling
away the curse from the entire groan- .

ing creation, as pointed out by the,,'

Apostle—Rom: 8:22. /

been remarkable.
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Earth to Be Filled With God’s Glory

'1 vl "The glory of the Lord shall be revealed and all flesh shall see ;8
N together.—Isaiah 40:5.

HILE it is quite true that the
heavens declare the glory of God
and the earth showeth his handiwork,
it is also true that but few appreci-
ate these facts. Few see the glory of
the Lord, few see the glory of the sun
and moon and stars, and their won-
drous harmonies of movement and re-
Jationship. And while the earth
skows God’s handiwork and his pro-
vision for the necessities of all his
| creatures in hill and valley and plain,
“grain, fruit and flower, beast, bird and
man, the great majority of the race
accept divine blessings daily with but
little appreciation — with but little
thankfulness. The majority, as the
| Apostle declares, are “blind and can-
not see afar off.”—2 Peter 1:9.

Nor need we wonder that it is only
those who have the eyes of faith, only
those whose eyes of understanding
have been opened, who can appreciate
the divine glories and benefits at the
present time. When we look around us
~ and see that sin and death are reign-
- Ing, that their sting has blemished
i every pleasure, every joy, every beauty,

the natural inquiry is, Why does not
F the Creator of the TUniverse rule
f
f

amongst the children of men, over- .

throw Satan and sin and death and all
their train of evils, and give to God’s
creatures such Dblessings as might
naturally be expected from such a
beneficent Creator and Father?

,A satisfactory answer comes to us
from but one direction—the Bible.
True, infidels and higher critics gen-
erally tell us that nature is our God
and Creator and is without sentiment,
Is merely an operation of laws which
ignore man’s noblest sentiments of
jJustice, love, mercy, etc. But this an-
swer is not satisfactory to the reason-
Ing mind, which feels assured that the
Creator cannot be inferior to, but must
be the superior of the created being.
Hence, reason tells us that he who
formed the-eye sees even better than
‘we; he who formed the ear hears bet-
ter than do we; and he who gave us

hfioble. qualities. of heart and mind has
the same on a higher and more com-
| Dplete plane; that at the very most we
\ were merely made in his image; and
here the Scriptures step in and assure
' us that all this is true, but that we
have lost much (some more and some
less) of the Divine likeness through
the fall, through sin and its penalty—
“dying thou shalt die.”

Weeping Endures For the Night

The Lord, speaking to us through
the prophet, comforts us with the
thought that “weeéping may endure for
a night, but joy cometh in the morn-
ing” (Psalm 30:5). The era of the
reign of sin and death is thus figur-
atively spoken of as a night time, a
dark time, when the Sun of Divine
Righteousness and glory does not
shine upon the human family—when
only the reflection of his glory may
be seen in the stars of hope and the
moon of the Mosaic Law. It is in har-
~ mony with this that other Scriptures
- assure us that darkness covers the
earth—the most enlightened of the
human family—and gross darkness
covers the people, the heathen.—Isa.
- RO:2.
| As the poet has expressed it, the
. human family are “like children cry-

ing in the night.” With the morning

sun will come the termination of all
our troubles, our sorrows, our crying
and our dying, “for the mouth of the

Lord hath spoken it.” The morning of

the New Dispensation, the Millennial

‘Morning, will be ushered in, the Bible

assures us, by a great time of trouble,

4 great thunder storm, from behind

which the Sun of Righteousness shall

arise with healing in its beams, to flood
the whole earth with the light of the

“knowledge of the Lord as the waters

cover the sea.”—Isa. 11:9.

These wvarious Scriptures indicate
that the knowledge of the Lord is to
come in the Millennial Age, that then
the tears will be wiped from off all
faces; that then the Lord’s blessing
and uplifting influence will be with
every creature; that then the darkness
will be over and the true light will
shine, .the Sun of Righteousness.

““walk by faith and not by sight.”

Tears Not Yet Wiped Away

All these and many more Scriptures
imply what we know to be the case,
that the knowledge of the Lord does
not prevail now, that the glory of the
Lord is not now seen, that the tears
of humanity are not now wiped away.
‘Whoever believes this Scripture looks
forward to a glorious coming day, the
Golden Age. Whoever doubts this tes-
timony, viewing it from .the stand-
point of the higher critics, loses the
power, strength and help which he
might have through its acceptance.
Let us learn more and more to take the
Lord at his word and thus have more’
of his joy, his peace and his love shed
abroad in our hearts, because of hav-
ing the true hope built upon the sure
foundation of Divine testimony.

God Bless the Missionaries

Qur hearts go out toward those who
have consecrated their lives as mis-
sionaries to carry the message of Di-
vine truth and grace to the twelve
hundred millions of heathendom. We
are glad to know through missionary
reports that a few here and there be-
come Christians, and that many chil-
dren are gathered into schools where
they are taught various branches of
useful knowledge. But no reasonable
mind can hope that all the efforts—if
doubled, if trebled, if multiplied ten
times—would accomplish the desired
results and blot out the darkness and
fill the earth with the knowledge of
God. On the contrary, we see that the

.number of heathen is today twice as

great as it was a century ago—six hun-
dred millions then, twelve hundred mil-
lions now. We see further that the
four hundred millions accredited as
Christians in such statistics include so
many goats, sSo many wolves in sheep’s
clothing, and so many ring-streaked
and speckled sheep as to contradict
the thought that Christendom is the
ideal to which the Lord intends to
bring humanity. Indeed, we may feel

‘sure that if all the missionaries were

to be called home and a thorough-going
work attempted omong.the four hun-~
dred million professed Christians, the
results would still be unsatisfactory.

The church does not possess the
power to more than gloss the fallen
human nature—to more than partially
civilize the masses of the people. The
great and deep truths which the Re-
deemer taught respecting the ‘“narrow
way” and self-sacrificing conditions
arranged for his followers in the pres-
ent time, are now appreciated only by
a mere handful of the race. These
alone see the glory of the Lord as in
a mirror, in the Word, by faith—they
To
these alone, therefore, comes any meas-
ure of appreciation of the Divine glor-
ies and blessings. Of these alone the
Lord speaks, saying, “The secret of the
Lord -is with them that fear (rever-
ence) him, and he will make them to
understand his Covenant (promise).”
(Psa. 25:14)) To these alone, there-
fore, is displayed even the reflection
of the coming glories in the promises
of the Scriptures, which they see and
appreciate with the eye of faith. Ac-
tuglly, the glories of the Lord are not
revealed to mankind. )

The Promise of Our Text

Our text declares that “the glory of
the Lord shail be revealed, and all
flesh ‘shall see it together.” Here isg
an admission that the glories are not
yet revealed as well as a promise for
the future revelation, and that future
revelation is not merely to be for the
church in glory, but for the world—
for all. Neither will it be, as some
of ‘'our pre-millenarian brethren think,
merely for those who shall be so for-
tunate as to live. when the glorious
Millennial epoch shall be ushered in.
On the contrary, it shall be unto all

The Hope of Immortality
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and Scripturally treated in a re-
cent issue of The Bible Students
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flesh, which will include those who
have gone down into the prison house
of death, the tomb, sheol, hades, dur-
ing the past, and of whom the Lord
declares, “All who are in their graves
shall hear the voice of the Son of
Man and shall come forth.”—John
5:28.

Of course, it was possible for the
Lord to have revealed his glory at any
time in the past, but the Scriptures in-
form us that this was not the Divine
purpose; that God chose rather to al-
low the night of weeping and sin and
death to give to the world of mankind
an experimental lesson on the exceed-
ing sinfulness of sin, as well as to give
to the holy angels an object lesson
along the same lines, without prejudice
to any, but in the interest of all, to
cause the light of the knowledge of his
glory to fill the whole earth.

The glory of the Lord will not be
seen by all flesh during the present
Age—not until the New Dispensation
shall remove present blindness and dis-
play to the world the love which God
bore for us all as exemplified in his
great gift, his Son, and the provision
made for our recovery from sin and
death through him by his resurrecting
power. By and by, when not merely
the justice of God, but also his love
has been manifested, his power will
also be manifest in the overthrow of
Satan and in the arrangement of all
the affairs of the New Dispensation in
favor of Adam and his race, in assist=-
ing them up out of their degradation
and death back to all that was lost in
F.den. Finally, the wisdom of God will
be seen in having permitted sin, and
evil, and death and all the train of con-
nected woes. It will be seen that it
was wise to do so as a great lesson for
man and for all creation. Thus will
the glory of the Lord be revealed, and
all flesh shall see it.

God’s Footstool to Be Glorious

The Lord declares heaven to be his
throne and the earth his footstool. He
has informed us respecting the glory
of heaven, and we know of the disor-
der, darkness, trouble and sin in the
earth——prevailing throughout Geod’s
footstool. Do we wonder that he al-
lows his footstool to be thus out of
accord with himself, his righteousness,
his power, his wisdom, his love, his
justice? Xf se ke gives us the assur-
ance that at the second coming of
Christ “he will make the place of his
feet glorious.” (Isa. 60:13.) This is in
full accord with all the other testi-
monies on the subject of the great
work of the Lord Jesus in the earth—
the restitution promises to begin at the
second coming. (Acts 3:19.) All are
to lead up to and finally accomplich
the renovation of the earth, of God’s
footstool, to make of it a paradise of
God as promised, to restore mankind
once more to his original position of
king of earth, subject to his Heavenly
King.

Let us not forget that while Divine
glory will be manifested in the perfec-
tions of earth, its fruits, its flowers,
the beauties of nature, etc.,, yet the
grandest exhibition of Divine glory
will be In mankind himself. To ap-
preciate this we must remember that
God created man in his image and
likeness and for his glory. We must
remember also that it is written of our
race, ““All have sinned and come short
of the glory of God.” God’s glory in
us as a race has been blemished; we
no longer as a race properly reflect the
Divine image and likeness. In har-
mony with this we can see that ail
the work of restitution, all the bless-
ings coming to the earth in material
ways, would not fully show forth the
glory of-the great Creator so long as
man, his chief handiwork, would be
imperfect, blemished. Hence the
grandest feature of restitution held
out before us pertains to mankind him-
gelf. The return of humanity to its
former estate of the Divine likeness
will be the crowning climax of the
Divine Plan, set in operation when
man was created by Jehovah, who,
we are assured, is working all' things
according to the counsel of his own
will—Eph. 1:11,

The King of Glory

The titles of this great King of
glory who is to accomplish so great a
work are full of satisfaction; he is to
be the “Prince of Peace,” the “King
of Righteousness,” the “Judge,” the
“REverlasting Father” to the race; and
his obedience to righteousness, to the

Father's will, and his love for human-
ity, was exemplified in his sacrifice
as our ransom price. All these assure
us that the wonderful powers com-
mitted to his care and exercised by
him during the Millennial Age to ef-
fect this return of Divine glory to the
earth, will be exercised in full har-
mony with all the principles of love
which he has already so richly mani-
fested in his dealings with our race.

Through the prophet the Lord gives
us the message respecting Messiah and
his work—“He shall not fail nopy be
discouraged until he shall have es-
tablished righteousness in the earth.”
(Isa. 42:4.) Our Redeemer’s sojourn
with our race im the valley of the
shadow of deatk and his sufferings,
demonstrated his faithfulness—he did
not fail, he was not discouraged In
harmony with the Divine will, the
church, his espoused Bride, continually
under his guidance, when called to
walk in his steps and to suffer for
their loyalty to the truth, by his grace
shall neither fail nor  be discouraged
—an elect company of them, all over=-
comers, more than “conquerors,” will
eventually be found. Then all these
together, the jewels of the Lord gath-
ered to himself, will shine forth in the
Kingdom as the glorious Sun of
Righteousness for the healing and re-
storing of all the families of the earth.
(Matt. 13:43.) A picture of this fu-
ture work of establishing righteousness
in the earth—abolishing sin and death
by the uplift of the human family out
of these—is given us in the symbols of
Revelation. There the glorified, elect
church, changed to spirit conditions, is
pictured as the heavenly Jerusalem, in
the midst of which is the throne of
God’s glory. “God is in the midst of
her.,”—Psa. 46:5; Rev. 21:2, 3.

The symbolical picture shows a river
of life flowing from the Throne, and
on its either bank grew trees whose
leaves are for the healing of the na-
tions, while the spirit and the Bride
glorified say to all the families of the
earth, “Come and take of the water of
life freely,” and “whosoever will may
come.” (Rev. 21:1, 2, 17.) In propor-
tion as any will fall into line with the
righteous laws of the Xingdom and
into loving obedience to the great King,
in that same proportion will he be
drinking of the water of life provided
by the great Life Giver—in that same
proportion will he be rising out of his
condition of sin, imperfection and dy-
ing, up and back to all that was lost by
father Adam.
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Pictures of the ngdom

"Thc Kingdom of Gnd is not meat and drink, but nghteau.mess and peace and joy in the Holy
Ghost. ”—Ram 14:17.

ﬁET us keep in memory that the
Master’s parables of the Kingdom.
of Heaven relate to the class of people
whom ‘he is calling out of the world of
mankind to be associated with him in
his Mediatorial Kingdom soon to be in-
augurated. Let us remember that
sometimes this class is spoken of as
including, nominally, not merely the
saintly, the wheat class, but also, to
some extent, the tares, as shown in our

. study of last week. These different
parable-pictures represent the same
subject from different standpoints, just
as we take a photograph of a building
from the north, the south, the east and
the west, internally and externally.

Like a Grain of Mustard Seed

As a mustard seed is very small, yet
produces a large bush, so that the
fowls of the air may lodge in its
branches, so this illustrates how the
Gospel of the Kingdom ould, from a
small beginning, attain to a consider-
able size. Its size would not be great
among - the trees, but great among
bushes or herbage. Thus the message
of Christ received ot first only by the

" poor and the few of Israel, has finally
grown to such important dimensions
that the fowls like to gather in its
branches. But let us remember that
the fowls, according to our Lord’s in-
terpretation of a previous parable, rep-
resent the servants of the Wicked One.

So then the teaching of this parable
would lead us to conclude that the
Church of Christ, at one time, was so
unimportant in the world that it was a
shame and a dishonor to belong to it,
but that ultimately it would become
honorable and great and the Adver-
sary’s servants would have pleasure in
its shade. This dévelopment the Secrip-
tures represent as being Babylon, de-
claring that, as a whole, with the
various branches and denominations,

“the nominal Church of Christ is Baby- .

lonish. Hearken to the Lord’s words:
“She has become the hold of every foul
spirit and the cage of every unclean
~and hateful bird.” (Rev. 18:2.) The
intimation is that there is a large out-

ward development.of. the.Chureh.--which..

-is not to her advantage and glory but
contrariwise. Nevertheless, this is,
_nominally, the Church of Christ. How-
ever his spirit may have been misrep-
resented and there may have been an
improper development, ultimately the
-great Head of the.Church will bring
- order out .of chaos and confusion and
" will glorify and use his “elect.”

#Leaven Hidden in the Meal”

The parable of the “leaven” (V. 33)
fllustrates the process by which, as
foretold, the Church would get into the
wrong condition. As a woman would
take her batch of flour for baking and
put leaven (yeast) in it and the result
‘would be that the mass would become
leavened, so it would be with the
- Church of Christ; the food of the en-
tire household would become leavened
or corrupted. ¥Every portion would
become more or less vitiated with the
leaven .of false doctrines which would
permeate the entire mass. Thus today
nearly  every doctrine inculcated by
Jesus and his Apostles has become
more or less perverted or twisted by
the errors of the dark ages.

Treasure Hid in a Field

The desirability of obtaining joint-
heirship with Christ in his Messianic
Kingdom, is pictured in the parable of
»the treasure hidden in the field.”” The
finder, realizing its value, desired it for
himself and had such faith in it that
he disposed of all his property in order
to buy that field, which he believed to
contain the precious treasure. Only
those who will appreciate the Gospel
message will gain its glorious prom-
ises. If we love the present life with
its joys and prospects, its hopes and
ambitions, then we will labor for these,
but if we intelligently hear and, by
faith, believe the Gospel offer of this
age of a share with Christ in his Me-
diatorial Kingdom, then in proportion
to our faith and appreciation will be
our self-sacrificing zeal to attain that
prize. 'Whoever believes the message
of the Kingdom will find his faith an
Insriration, indeed a necessary insgpira-
"tion, to the attainment of the prize, for
it will cost all that he has of earthly
blessings; and unless he has faith that

he will find the prize, he will surely be

unwilling to sacrifice all he has for it.

The field belongs to God. He has put
the treasure there. He offérs it for
sale to any willing to pay the price.
The buyer is the Lord and those who
accept his invitation to join with him
in the sacrifice of their earthly inter-
ests that they may be sharers with him
in his heavenly glories—in the work of
the Age to come, to unearth all that
treasure in the blessing of the world
of mankind. The hiding of the treas-
ure is necessary; as our Lord said,
“Cast not your pearls before swine”;
they will not understand you, they will
think you foolish, and in their disap-
pointment may do you injury. ‘“Hast
thou faith, have it to thyself before
God.” Make your sacrifice of earthly
things to him and he who seeth in
secret will reward you openly.

The Pearl of Great Value

Pearls were much more in vogue in
ancient times than now. Pearl buyers
traded in these gems and carried them
to market, where they were highly es-
timated.
of these pearl merchants as coming
across the finest pearl he had ever

-seen., He considered it so priceless that

he was quite rejoiced to sell or trade
all of his other pearls and property
that he might become the owner of
that pearl.

This parable represents the Gospel
offer of a share with Christ in his

Kingdom as being superior to all other .

propositions of the world. The honor
of the world, of name and fame, posi-
tion and wealth, are indeed desirable;
as the Scriptures say, “A good name is
rather tc be chosen than great riches”;
but when our eyes behold ‘“the pearl of
great price,” the Kingdom offer of
joint-heirship with our Lord Jesus in
his heavenly glory and the association
with him in his work of blessing all the
families of the earth, we realize that
this is a priceless thing, worth more by
far than all the honors and dignities
and pleasures of the world.

therefor—even - their good name, and
this will be necessary, as the Master
forewarned them, saying, “they shall
say all manner of evil against you
falsely for my sake; rejoice and be
exceeding glad, for great is your re-
ward in heaven, for so persecuted they
the prophets who were before you”
(Matt. 5:11, 12). He that is not willing
to have the Kingdom at such a cost is
not worthy of the Kingdom. The
Apostle said, “Through much tribula-
tion must we énter the Kingdom” (Acts
14:22); and only those who willingly
endure such tribulations for righteous-
ness’ sake—for the sake of the truth,
in obedience to the Heavenly calling-—
are overcomers.

The Net Gathered of Every Kind

Another parable of the Kingdom
represents- the gospel message as a
“net.” Only one kind of fish is de-
sired, but the net gathers every kind.
Not every kind will inherit the King-
dom as joint-heirs with Christ Jesus,
hence the end of this age will be a sift-
ing, separating time, as represented in
the parable. The desirable fish will be
gathered into vessels, the remainder
will be cast back into the sea as unfit
for the Kingdom, but not necessarily
unfit for any purpose. During Christ’s
Mediatorial reign that class unfit for
the Kingdom will be dealt with and
blessed and, if possible, made useful
and fit for eternal life.

Here, as in the parable of the wheat
and the tares, the furnace of fire, and
the weeping and gnashing of teeth in
connection therewith, symbolizes the
great time of trouble with which this
age will end, giving place to the Me-
diatorial Kingdom, the Kingdom for.
the establishment of which upen the
earth the Church has been praying so
unceasingly for nineteen centuries,
“Thy Kingdom come; thy will be done
on earth, as it is done in heaven.”
‘What a Kingdom that will be! It will
be a Kingdom entrusted to a “Little
Flock”—"“Fear mnot, little flock, it is
your Father’s good pleasure to give
you the Kingdom”—and it will be fully
empowered to establish the rule of
heaven among mankind!

The parable represents one .

is pearl will s
[Fthly “things™
‘ing into the barn of safety symbolizes

Wlthout a Parable He Spake Not

“The words\that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and théy are life.””

—John 6:63.
R
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ITHOUT a parable spake he not

unto the people.” What the
Prophet had declared of him was true,
“He shall open his mouth in parables
and dark sayings.” It is important
that we remember this. Many noble
Christian people have inferred that our
Lord’s words were all simple, and that
they presented the truth in a manner
easily understood by everybody. Noth-
ing is further from the truth. If our
Lord’s parables and dark sayings be
taken as plain, literal statements of
truth, they will lead to all kinds of
errors and misapprehensions., Let us
remember, therefore, the Apostle’s

declaration, ‘“Without a parable spake.

he not unto the people.” )
There is absolutely nothing in the
words of Jesus without a deep signifi-
cance, How many have stumbled over
our Lord’'s parables by taking them to
be literal statements of facts! How
absurd the conclusion drawn from the
parable of the rich man and Lazarus,
for instance! How absurd to conclude
that simply because a’man was rich,
fared sumptuously every day, and was
garbed in fine linen, that he must, suf-
fer through all eternity! How equally
absurd to interpret the poor man Laz-
arus, who lay at the rich man’s gate,
as representing, literally, poor and dis-
eased beggars! How unreasonable to
think that only such as have had an
experience of this kind, with dogs to

. lick their sores, and hungering for the

crumbs that fall from the rich man’s
table, would experience the joys of
heaven, according to the Divine pro-
gram! How foolish to think of Abra-
ham’s bosom, which could hold only
two or three, as being the portion of
blessing for all who would be saved.

A Parable Never the Thing Meant

Note afresh the parable of the wheat
and the tares, the gathering of the for-
mer into the garner and the burning of
the latter. Neither represents literal
éxperiences. In the parable the wheat
is not literal wheat, the tares are not
tares. The wheat symbolizes the in-
heritors of the Kingdom; the tares
symbolize the offspring of error—chil-
dren of 'the Wicked One. The gather-

the glorification of the Church on the
spirit plane, and precedes the shining
forth of the sons of God in the glory
of the Messianic Kingdom, for the
blessing of the groaning creation; as
the Apostle declares, “The whole crea-
tion groaneth and travaileth in pain
together, waiting for the manifestation
of the sons of God.” The whole crea-
tion is waiting for the shining forth of
the sons of God in the Kingdom, and
their shining forth in truth and right-
eousness will scatter all the darkness
of sin and error and awaken and re-
vivify the world of mankind.
Eventually all the willingly obedient
may enjoy the blessings of eternal life.

- On the other hand, the description of

the burning of the tares, instead of re-
ferring to a literal burning, has, evi-
dently, a symbolic significance; it
means the destruction of the tare class
—not their destruction as individuals,
but as “tares,” as imitations of the
“wheat” class. °

The parable of “the sheep and the
goats,” taken literally, has caused con-
fusion to many. They think of the
separation of the sheep and the goats
as now in progress, failing to notice
the Scriptural declaration that the
parable shall find. its application
“when the Son of man shall come in
his glory and all his holy angels (mes-
sengers) with him. Then shall he sit
upon the throne of his glory and before
him shall be gathered all nations, and
he shall separate .them one from
another as the shepherd divideth his
sheep from the. goats.”

We thus see that the application of
the parable belongs to the Age to come.
All through that age the work of
Christ and the Church, his Bride, seat-
ed with him upon his throne, will be a
work of blessing to the world of man-
kind. And the manner in which those
blessings will be received will demon-
strate the sheep-like or goat-like char-
acter of every individual of the human
family. - The sheep-like will come to

the right hand position of favor, the

goat-like to the left hand position of
disfavor. The conclusion of the thou-
sand-year Judgment day will bring the

expression of the Lofd’s‘ favor towarﬁds i
the sheep-like, rewarding them with :

eternal life, and the expression of his

disfavor towards the goat-like, de-
stroying them in the “second death.”
This is symbolically represented by the
statement, “Depart ye cursed into the
lasting fire (a figure of destruction)

prepared for Satan and his messengers

(followers).” The reward of the right-
eous will thus be everlasting life.

“‘everlasting punishment” of the un-

righteous will be everlasting death, for |

the ‘“wages of sin is death and the

The

gift of God is eternal life through Jesus

Christ our Lord.”—Rom. 6:23.
“] Thank Thee, Father”
Evidently some wise and gracious
purpose stands connected with the
hiding or secreting at present of the
Divine purpose from mankind in gen-

eral. While the Scriptures declare it is |

,a mark of special favor to the Lord’s

people that they are made acquainted

with the Divine Purposes, yet nowhere !
do they declare that all those from
whom God’s plans are secreted are :

doomed to eternal torture, or to ever-
lasting destruction. Thus our Lord
Jesus prayed: “I thank thee, Father,

Lord of heaven and earth, because theu °

hast hid these things. from the wise

and prudent and hast revealed them
unto babes.
seemed good in thy sight.”

Even so, Father, for so it |

Had the hiding of the Divine counses |

from mankind signified eternal torture
for those from whom it was hidden,
there surely would have  been no

ground for -thanking the heavenly :
Father for this act. We can thank him, -

however, that although many of the
worldly wise are not privileged to know
of his glorious plans, nevertheless
those plans are sure. For the world to
have known of the Divine purposes in
advance would doubtless have been in-
Jurious, because in their blindness they
would have attempted to thwart these

purposes and therefore would have-
gotten themselves into a worse condi-

tion of condemnation.
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