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#IF MY PULPIT WERE MADE INTO A
CIRCUS | WOULD BE WINNER,"”
- DECLARED MINISTER.

in Resigning Pastor Says Too Much At
tention Is Paid to Features.

“If I made my pulpit a circus, I’d be a
winner,” said Rev. A. J. Belanger, in
resigning as a minister. “People nowa-
days want their preachers to be imixers,
not martyrs.”

Mr. Belanger has added largely to the
membership of the Auburn Street. Con-
gregational Church, of Paterson, N. J.,
during his pastorate, and is widely known
for his scholarly and eloquent sermons.
But members of the congregation have
complained that he-does not “mix.”

“If I stood on my head or ran a min-
strel show I could hold these complain-
ants,” said he. “It is a truth to be de-
plored that ministers today are called
upon to be interesting and frothy per-
sonally, rather than preachers of good
sermons, known for theological attain-
ments, and for conscientious, dignified
work. It does not seem to me desirable
that churches should be mere play cen-
ters. I think that the social and insti-
tutional side of church work is not any-
thing like as important as pulpit work.
The power of the sermon should never
be diluted because the preacher is forced
to spend his time on activities that are
not purely theological. DBut it is wun-
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- the pulpit are made to feel now that
elevated thought in sermons is not as
needful to success as personal manner-
isms and entertainment ability.”’~~Graf-
ton, W. Va., Sentinel.

METHODIST PRAYERS FOR THE
DEAD.

The editor of The Western Christian
Advocate, having some time since ad-
vocated that Methodists hereafter pray
Ppublicly for the dead, aroused his brother
editor of The Central Christian Advocate
to a discussion of the subject. He noted
that not even Romanists pray. for those in
hell, but only for those in purgatory, for
whom there is a hope of escape. He
asked, “Would we [Methodists] adopt
the word Purgatory?’ He proceeded to
show that John Wesley, when charged
with praying for the dead, did not deny
it, but admitted it—denying that prayers
for the dead were “poppery.”” He con-
cludes:

‘“We do mnot think that It is strange
that Methodism has not produced a lit-
erature on this thing of prayers for the
dead. Methodism is practical. The land
immediately beyond the grave is shroud-
ed in loving mystery; there is scant reve-
lation. Therefore Methodism is silent.”
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So,.then, Methodism from Wesley down
to the present finds nothing to say
against future probation; but has some
considerable leaning toward it. Only
uninformed Methodists, therefore, have
anything to say against the main argu-
ment presented and proven by us.

“LIFE IS ARTIFICIAL.»

After seven years in the ministry Rev.
Robert A. Bakeman has ‘quit the minis-
try to go to weork.” Ile has been assis-
tant to Dr. Geo. Lunn, the Socialist
mayor of Schenectady, as pastor of the
United People’s Church. He went to
work today as a laborer under the super-
intendent of streets. Mr. Bakeman ar-
raigned the church, its methods and its
ministers in leaving the ministry. He
took exception to .the preaching of the
church of the day, which, as he said, was
unproved. Xe declared the pulpit is
hampered by an atmosphere of ‘‘so-called
truths,” which the minister must accept
regardless of his own convictions on
church doctrines. ‘“The minister is in a
castle,” he said. ‘“He stands unchal-
lenged and says what he pleases so long
as he keeps within his pledges. I am
tired of being in a castle, unchallenged.
1 want to get out where a man can place
his brains against men. The minister’s
life is artificial. It is an unreal life. He
has a code of morals all his own. A
great majority of old ministers are bend-
ing over with the burden of trying to
retain their influence,”—Grafton, W. Va.,
Sentinel.

DECLINE OF FAITH AND GODLINESS

8o is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and i3 not sich toward God.”—Luxnm 12:21.

OURS is the day of wealth. Nothing to

compare with it has ever been known
in the world’s history, and the wealth is
increasing. Not merely have we discov-
ered rich deposits of gold and silver and
precious stones; not merely are these
being mined in a provident and successful
manner, with which nothing in the past
could compare, but additionally the world
is growing rich in every conceivable way.
Cur cities are growing in size and beauty,
in sanitary conveniences, in spacious
parks, in good, paved streets, and boule-
vards all the world over.

Furthermore, machinery perfected with-
in the last fifty years is being multi-
plied and turning out articles of conve-
nience and value which add to the world’s
comfort  and material wealth—not merely
in perishable articles, such as clothing
and bric-a-brac, but vast libraries, public
and private, are being acquired; and
many of these luxuries are becoming
cheap, because of the facility with which
they can be produced. These all, how-
ever, constitute riches, one glance at
which would amaze our ancestors.

But are we as a race growing rich
toward God, as our text intimates would
be the proper thing? Is not the very re-
verse true; namely, that faith and godli-
ness are on the decline? Is it not true
that within the last fifty vears the love
of money, which the Apostle declares is
“a root of all evil,” has intensified? Is it
not true that financial greed has become
S0 Strong an.. s0 Dersistext as to moke
necessary our recently passed Pure-food
Laws for the protection of the lives of the
people—because life and health were in
Jjeopardy?

Is it not true that although we are all
better housed, better fed and better
clothed than were our forefathers, there
ig a general unrest, because of the trust
in riches? Is it not true that even with
all the modern safeguards of police and
detective systems, and the telegraph,
telephone, etc., still human lives and
property are in peril, because of the
everywhere prevalent hunger for wealth?

“Whose Shall These Things Be?”

Our text is a portion of one of our
Lord’s parables. In it He pictures a man
whose lines were fallen in pleasant places.
The smiling sun and genial showers pros-
pered his undertakings and his wealth
grew. The opportunity camme to him for
helping his friends and neighbors and
relatives less favored—the opportunity
for turning his material wealth to a good
account in the cultivation of the generous
traits of his character, and thus to de-
velop more and more the Divine charace
ter (for God scatters His blessings, the
rain and the sunshine, upon the evil and
upon the good).

But instead of becoming rich through
the cultivation of the noble qualities of
his character, he allowed selfishness to
dominate. He pulled down his barns and
built greater. He accumulated instead of
dispensing the wealth which Divine Provi-
dence permitted to flow into his lap. Are
there not many today who are patterning
after the character which the Lord por-
trayed in this parable?—many who are
saying to themselves, ‘I will accumulate
wealth and then say to my soul, You havé
plenty; ‘eat, drink and be merry’! Think
not particularly of your less favored
brethren or neighbors, nor of the miser-
ably poor; live for yourself.” Does it not
appear that the Lord has here drawn a
picture of practically every man in the
world, some of whom are really doing
these things, and others only longing for
the opportunity?

Hear the Lord’s Estimation.

If the Lord declared that the man in
His parable was a fool, what may we
suppose is His estimate of the masses of
the world today—blessed as men never
before were blessed, privileged as men
never before were privileged, and there-
fore responsible as men never before were
rgsponsible in the use of money? Alas!
We fear that the Lord is not well pleased
with the world in its scramble for wealth,
witnessed today on every hand. In our
text God’s people of today have the re-
minder that the masses have the opportu-
nity of becoming rich toward God because
they have the opportunity to cultivate
the Christlike spirit through generosity,
helpfulness and brotherly Kkindness.

Not to the world, however, does the
Lord address His reproof and admonition,
but merely to His Church—the conse-
crated few. The world is about to learn
a great lesson along this very line of self-
ishness. IXaving sown to the wind the
seed of selfishness, it is about to reap a
whirlwind of trouble, the fruitage of self-
ishness, in which the interests of the rich
and poor will clash in the great conflict
between capital and labor, between those
who have secured wealth and those who
will strive to take the wealth from them-—
“a time of trouble such as never was
since there was a nation.”

Are any so blinded as not to see the
awful growth of anarchy, which is grad-

.ually settling down upon the highest civil-

ization to which the world has ever at-
tained? And are there any so blinded as
to be unable to see that the conflict will
be along the lines of selfishness—desire
on the one part to hold and on the other
part to acquire? But God is not appeal-
ing to the world, and indeed ‘an appeal
would be useless, so intense is the spirit
of avarice.

God, therefore, is allowing the world as

a whole to learn its great lesson that self- .

ishness is an integral part of sin, as love
and benevolence are integral parts of
righteousness. We cannot doubt that by
the time the lesson of selfishness and its
results shall have been fully learned by
the world it will be ready to cry out for
Divine assistance. . .

AnNd by that time, tvo, God’s assistance
for the poor world will be ready. The
Messianic Kingdom will be inaugurated
and a reign of love will be established
which will contrast sharply with the pres-
ent conditions in all its blessed results of
peace, joy, love and good-will amongst
men. And we may reasonably assume
that there is no better way than this for
teaching the world its needed lesson on
this subject.

The Lesson to the Church.

God’s lessons are for the Church—not
for the Church nominal, which is merely
a more civilized section of the worid—
but for the Church real, for God’s saintly
people in and out of the various sects
and parties, and in every nation, kindred
and tongue. These, anxious to know and
do the will of God, receive special instruc-
tion such as the world is not prepared to
receive. To these saintly footstep follow-
ers of Jesus, the Lord says, Let not your
riches, your treasures, be of an earthly
kind. Rather, go to the opposite extreme
and spend and be spent in the interests of
others, in the service of God, in the serv-
ice of His message of Love; and thus,
along the lines of the Divine promises,
seek for a share with the great Redeemer
in the sufferings and self-denials of the
present life, and in tRe glory, honor and
immortality of the life that is to come.

‘“Therefore, take no thought for your
life [soul] what ye shall eat, neither for
the body what ye shall put on. The soul
is more than meat, and the body more
than raiment”—¢“Your Father knoweth
what things ve have need of.”” There-
fore, “seek first [chiefly] the Kingdom?”
and the righteousness which it demands
and all needful things shall be supplied
according to your Father’s wisdom. “‘Fear
not, little flock; for it is your Father’s good
pleasure to give you the Kingdom. Sell
that ye have, and give alms; provide your-
selves bags which wax not old, a treas-
ure in the heavens which fadeth not
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because he was rich, well clothed,
and bountifully fed? And why should
another man be carried to glory
simply because he was sick and poor
and a companion of dogs? In the
clear light now shining, this parable
is luminous and beautiful to such
an extent that one is compelled to
laugh_ at his own foolish misunder-
standing of it in the past.

The_ full explanation of this par-
able is given in another number,
which we shall be glad to send you.

All Christians have wondered re-
speciing this parable. When taken
literally it seems unreasonable. Why
should a man suffer torture merely
E
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away, where no thief approacheth, neither
moth corrupteth; for where your treasure
is, there will your heart be also.”’—Luke
12:32-34.

“Charge Them That Be Rich.”

‘We are not for a moment to suppose thag
the Apostle referred to the worldly rich
when he wrote to Timothy, “Charge them
that are rich in this world, that they be
not high-minded, nor trust in uncertain
riches, but in the living God, who giveth
us richly all things to enjoy.” (1 Tim.
6:17.) Most evidently the Apostle refers
to some of the consecrated people of God
as having wealth; they are to consider it
a stewardship, and not their own—not tc
be disposed of according to their own
worldly caprices, and surely not to be
disposed of according to the dictum of
their friends and neighbors and relatives.

If they are the Lord’s, all they have
must have been consecrated to Him, else
they were not accepted as His disciples
as He said. The charge which the Apos-
tle directed to be given to the brethren
possessing wealth is stated, “that they do
good, that they be rich in good works,
ready to distribute (for the necessities of
others), willing to communicate” (lib-
erally; willing to share with others of the
brethren as members of a community,
somewhat along the lines of Christian
communism).

The effect of so doing, the Apostle
states, would be ‘laying up in store for
themselves a good foundation against the
time to come.” (1 Tim. 6:19). The word
foundation here is used in the same sense
as when we say that a wealthy man gave
a foundation of a million dollars for a col-
lege. His present constitutes the founda-
Uon or buases 100 e CAITYing OuL ol e
college plans and arrangements.

Thus a Christian who generously uses
in the Lord’s service his financial stew-
ardship is laying a foundation for the fu-
ture—a, foundatien for his spiritual wealth,
and the more of time and influence and
wealth any of us can lay up thus in doing
good in forwarding the interests of the
brethren and the Lord’s work, the more
are we piling up our treasures in heaven
and lessening those on earth. And the
advantage of this procedure is that it
helps to center our hearts on things
above, and to wean them from the things
of the earth, for where our treasures are
there will our hearts be also. And thus,
says the Apostle, we will be able to “lay
hold on eternal life,” now proffered to us.

Like Unto Your Father.

It helps God’s intelligent children to
follow in the “narrow way” and to learn
the lessons of the present life, if they can
see the principles involved, and how the
lessons in the School of Christ are advan-
tageous. For instance, many at first are
inclined to say, “I do not see how it wil}
make any difference to the Lord what X
do with my money, my talents, my influ-
ence. He is rich, He needs nothing,
Moreover, if any are needy, He is quite
able to supply their needs without in the
slightest degree impoverishing Himself.
Why, then, should He desire His chil-
dren, who are far from rich in the world’s
estimation, to use their litfle talents of
time and money and influence, and why
make this a test for them, which will
determine whether or not they shall at-
tain to the Kingdom at all, and if they
attain at all, whether they shall be
amongst the greatest or amongst the least
ix; the 'Kingdom? ‘What is the philosophy
of it?

The philosophy is this: Man as origi-
nally created, in the Divine likeness, was
tender-hearted, sympathetic. It was after
sin entered the world and the strife for a
living began that selfishness gradually
became the predominant influence, pro-
ducing hard-heartedness—carelessness of
the interests of others—self-love.

Take Away the Stony Heart.

God proposes that during the thousand
years of Messiah’s reign the hard-hearted-
ness of our race shall gradually be dis-
solved. Satan will be bound and his ai-
lurements will be ended. The curse will
be lifted, the earth will yield its increase,
the thorns and thistles will give place,
?nd so will the pests. The stress being
ifted from mankind it will be easier for
him to learn the lessons of love and
brotherhood, and to rise up out of his
present condition of measures and hard-
heartedness, selfishness—back to the glo-
rious image of God in which man was
created. This will mean the dissolving of
the stony-heartedness of our race; or, as

(Continued on 24 page, 2d column.)
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THE CHRISTIAN-PAGAN NATIONS.

The paradox of the twentieth century
is that everywhere Christian relation-
ships prevail between individuals, but
pagan relationships between the nations
to which these individuals belong. This
is the observation of Dr. Frederick Lynch
of The Congregationalist (Boston) from
the vantage point of ‘a summer holiday
at Lucerne, Switzerland. In this summer
meeting-place of BEurope he has seen
English and Germans grouped together,
“their talk full of the utmost good-will,”
the relations “Christian through and
through.” ‘“The German would never
think of stealing the Englishman’s purse,
and the Englishman would never suspect
the German of murderous designs upon
him.” If they differed in a dispute, they
would not fly at each other’s throat; they
would refer the judgment to the nearest
friend, or if it were a serious quarrel, to
an impartial jury. “As a matter of fact,
nationality is not uppermost in their
talk.” = “But the moment the German
Governnient and the English Government
exchange words, the whole atmosphere
changes from Christian to pagan.” In fact,

‘It is as if Christianity had never ex-
isted, or else had no part in the relation-
ships of nations. The talk is all of
preparation for murderous assault of one
nation upon the other. Each declares the
other harbors designs of invasion, and
each seems to believe that the other
would seize the land at once did it dare.
Instead of good-will there is recrimina-
tion. No bandit in pre-Christian Burope
ever armed himself against a fellow man
as each one of these nations is arming
itself against the other. Should the
slightest dispute arise, these nations are
ready to fly at each other’s throats, and
it is only because the few who believe
Christian ethics should prevail between
nations are influential enough to be
heard in these days that these two great
nations were kept from flying at each
other’s throats last year. It seems too
horrible to be believed, but it is true; and
so pagan still are all the codes of national
ethics in spite of Hague conferences and
peace congresses, that it would take little
to plunge these two nations into war.

“There are a good many Italians in
Lucerne and a good many Italian papers
are sold here. I have been interested in
getting the Italian point of view on the
war with Turkey. The simplicity of that
view is the most striking thing about it,
except its barefaced paganism. It is
simply this: Ttaly needed Tripoli and want-
ed it, and, having become strong enough
to take it from Turkey, proceeded to take
it. The beauty of it all is that no one
sees anything wrong in doing it.

“Tt would be wrong and un-Christian
for an Italian to steal a Turk’s purse or
to kill a Turk on the street. But there
is nothing 'wrong in Italy’s stealing
Turkey’s purse or destroying Turks in
so doing. (The only man I have met
whose conscience troubled him a little,
justified Italy’s act on the ground that
she was simply taking back what once
was hers, for ancient Rome once owned
North Africa.)

“Even the Church has fallen in with
the Government and is blessing the
armies—to little avail. The most encour-
aging thing has been the unprecedented
condemnation of Italy’s act by the Euro-
pean press. A German said to me that 25
years ago no daily paper in Europe would
have seen anything wrong in a nation
robbing or destroying another nation.”

Dr. Lynch finds a “rather striking in-
stance of how this pagan ethics for na-
fions persists right in the midst of our
Christian ethics’” in the daily avocations
of his Liucerne neighbors, which he re-
ports with these comments:

“Opposite our terrace, across the lake,
is the station of the airships. Every
afternoon at five there come out a great
yellow dirigible balloon, fish-shaped, with
sweeping propellers, and a monoplane
whose resemblance to a great bird is
startlingly striking. They circle around
the city several times, the big Zeppelin
ship slowly, the monoplane with the
swiftness of an eagle. Now the people
who sip tea on our terrace are the most
estimable people. They go to church and
they are full of brotherly kindness to
each other. But all the talk as these
new adventurers of the heavens fly above
us is of their use in killing somebody. It
is of the possibility of dropping bombs
on cities, of building up aerial navies.

“‘Already France has gone crazy over a
navy in the air, and even the children of
the nation have contributed their pennies
and a new outburst of so-called patriot-
ism. Of course Germany and England
are endeavoring to outstrip her, and so a
new, mad race of armament has begun.
Lucerne is full of military officers study-
ing their airships.”’—Literary Digest.

(Continued from lst page, 4th column.)
the Scriptures put it, the Lord will take
away the stony heart out of their flesh,
and give them a heart of flesh—a heart of
sympathy. All under that favorable con-
dition who will refuse to return to har-
mony with God, and to the likeness of
God, will be destroyed from amongst the
people in the Second Death.—Acts 3:19-23.

But while such a restitution under the
favorable conditions of the Messianic
Kingdom is God’s provision for the world,
He has a different provision for the
Church, now being called, tested, proven.
By nature our hearts are hard and selfish;
and, as the Apostle says, ‘“We were chil-
dren of wrath, even as others.” The fact
that God has called us to joint-heirship
with His Son in the glorious Kingdom
that is shortly to bless the world does not
signify that He will accept us in our pres-
ent condition of hard-heartedness and
selfishness.

On the contrary, if we are to be the
kings, priests and judges of the world,
in association with our Lord and Head,
the great King, we can readily see that
we ourselves must get rid of this condi-
tion before being capable of helping the
world up out of its hard-heartedness.

“We Walk by Faith.”

In various respects the Lord’s dealings
with His called Church at the present
time are different from what His dealings
will be with the world by and by. This
is because ours is so high an honor; and,
correspondingly, it is appropriate that we
should manifest the more love, the more
zeal than will be expected of the world.

To illustrate: We must walk by faith
and not by sight, and voluntarily accept
the Lord’s providences, and voluntarily
undertake to co-operate in putting away
the stony heart, accepting instead the
Spirit of the Lord, and the Spirit of the

Father—a spirit of lové, kindness, gentle~
ness, meekness, patience and long suffer-
ing toward all. Moreover, during the
thousand years of the world’s recovery
from sin and selfishness and hard-heart-
edness, doubtless each individual will
have several centuries for his gradual
development, but the Father seeks in the
Church class such as will manifest so
much zeal for Him, and such as will give
such heed to His instructions, and show
suchs earnestness to copy His character,
that they will succeed in attaining a
heart condition of tenderness, sympathy
and love like unto the Heavenly Father’s,
in the pre,Fent vears of their Christian
experience.

And if we shall ultimately demonstrate
this fixity of our hearts, the Lord will
own us as His children in the First Res-
urrection and grant us perfect bodies on
the spirit plane, when it will be possible
for us to be absolutely like Hinmi. That
is the glorious condition for which we are
waiting, hoping, praying, striving. And
it is within our reach, for the Lord has
not called us in vain: “Faithful is He
who hath called us.” S

So, then, dear fellow-Bible students, let
us gird up the loins of our minds, deter-
mining that with the Lord’s help we will
be rich toward God. Let us think less and
less of earthly riches, and more and more
prize the Kingdom which the Lord has
promised to His faithful ones. All who
shall attain to it will be rich in the high-
est sense, rich toward God. NWot only will
they be rich in the possession of the
highest prize that God has to give—His
very best—but following the process and
lessons of our Great Teacher we shall be
rich in His character-likeness, rich in ex-
perience, rich in faith, rich in benevo-
lence, rich in all that is good and great,
however poor we may be in earthly goods,
at the finish of our course.

FAITH, FIDELITY

AND OBEDIENCE

NECESSARY TO SALVATION

“Watch and pray, lest ye enter into temptation; the spirit indeed is willing, but the
flesh is weak.”—MATT. 26 :41,

WATCHING and praying are both ne-
cessary to escape entering into temp-
tation.  But first it is proper that we in-
quire who are addressed. Who are to
watch? Who are to pray? Who are to
escape entering into the temptation? We
reply that this prescription is not given
by the Great Physician to the world in
general. True, our dear Redeemer called
sinners evervwhere and at all tipes to
repentance, but He has no dealings with
them until they respond to that call

It were well if the entire world could
realize our Lord’s attitude toward them—
that while not unsympathetic toward
them in respect to their weaknesses and
blemishes of the fall, He, nevertheless,
has closed up all methods of reconcilia-
tion, all avenues of approach to Himself
and His favor except one, namely, the
door of repentance and faith.

Regenerate and Unregenerate Prayers.

Manifestly there is not only justice but
wisdom in this Divine arrangement. For
the Lord to undertake to héar the pray-
ers and to care for the unconsecrated
would be to discount and to make void
His own arrangement, which assures us
that there is no other Name given under
heaven and among men whereby we must
be saved—whereby members of Adam’s
race, all sinners, may be reconciled to
God and enjoy in any measure, here or
hereafter, Divine favors—except through
the Name of Christ.

And not only has the Lord made gra-
cious provision for the unjust as well as
the justified during this Gospel Age, for
the evil as well as for the good, but He
has made general provision for all in His
great plan, in that He has provided “a
ransom for all,” the great Atonement for
the sins of the world, and has assured us
that in due time every member of the
race shall enjoy a full privilege and op-
portunity of benefiting by that redemp-
tiown, and, if they will, to come fully back
to reconciliation with God, fully back to
all that was lost in Eden, fully back to all
that is meant by the words, ‘“In the image
and likeness of God created He him.”

We see, then, that God’s refusal in the
present time to hear the prayers of the
world in general is not through any evil
sentiment or grudge that He bears against
them, not through any narrowness or
animosity, but because in His great and
glorious Plan of salvation there are two
parts. The first of these, belonging to the
present time, the Gospel Age, is for the
special class who can and will and do
exercise faith in Him and seek to walk,
not after the flesh, but after the spirit;
and, second, a place for the world in gen-
eral in the next Age, in which all, how-
ever degraded, however lacking in faith,
however prone to sin, shall have the full-
est assistance for their uplift and restora-
tion to all that was lost, and more—
greater knowledge, and, to those obedient
under test, eternal perfection.

éLord, Teach Us to Pray.”

True, there is in the unregenerate at
times a desire to pray to God—usually in
times of distress or fear. This is a nat-
ural trait, the result of certain mental
qualities in combination: First, venera-
tion, and second, fear. But it is not the
Divine purpose to encourage such a
combination, but rather a combination of

veneration, faith and conscience. For
the natural man to approach the Lord 1n
prayer, with the selfish motives and in-
stincts of the old will, would mean that
his prayers would be of a wrong kind,
from the selfish standpoint.

Our Lord clearly marks out the kind
of petition which His people will offer,
the kind of petition which He will be
pleased to entertain and surely grant and
answer at Some tinle.  DesCriving’ this
proper prayer He says: “If ye abide in
Me and My words abide in you, ye shall
ask what ye will and it shall be done
unto you.” (John 15:7.) Ah, yes! If the
Lord’s words abide in us it will imply our
love for them, and diligent study to know
the words of the Lord and the will of
the Lord expressed in those words; and
if we abide in Him it will mean that we
abide loyal to His will, and are desirous
of having His will done in us and not our
own wills.

This will signify in turn that not only
will the Lord’s disciples abiding in Him
be searching to know His will through
His Word, but that they will be striving
to apply that will and Word according
to His guidance and direction—according
to.His will and not according to their own
wills, according to the spirit of the Truth
and not according to the spirit of the
world, according to the spirit of love and
not according to the spirit of selfishness.

Thus those who are truly the Lord’s
will petition Him in their prayers, ‘“Not
my will but Thine be done,” in every-
thing, in matters temporal and spiritual.

Prayers, Public and Private.

Some may ask, Did not the publican
pray and was he not heard? Yes; but he
prayed as a sinner and merely asked for
Divine mercy, and his request implied
his desire to escape from sin, his reso-
lution to do so, and his desire for the
Lord’s assistan¢e in this matter. More-
over, the publican belonged to the nation
that God had accepted through faith,
belonged to His adopted nation, Is-
rael after the flesh, and to this publi-
can therefore pertained the promises and
blessings which up to that time had
been extended by the Almighty to that
one nation alone. For the publican to
return to God was represented in the
return of the prodigal son in the parable;
the relationship was already there and
he had merely disregarded it for a time.

What and Why We Watch.

Let us now look at the other ingre-
dient in this prescription which the Lord
gave for our benefit and which so many
of us have proven to be beyond price.
If we pray why should we watch? For
what should we watch? On another oc-
casion our Lord intimated that the rea-
son, the necessity for watching as well
as praying, lies in the fact that we have
an Adversary, an invisible foe, who seeks
to seduce us, turn us aside from our
vows of consecration to the Lord and
His way of righteousness.

Cur Lord says that this Adversary is
the Devil, and we understand that the
Devil is not only a personal being, but
that he has many minions or associates,
the fallen angels, who kept not their
first estate when on trial before the
flood. (Jude 6.) Not only so, but Satan
has millions of representatives and
agents in the world—millions who are his

agents without really being aware of the
fact. According to our Lord’s testimony
on one occasion, we may understand
that the whole world of mankind is
divided into two hostile camps, the one
a little flock, under the guidance and
control of Jesus, their invisible Lord and
Head, whose will they seek to do; the
other, the remainder of the world, who
unwittingly are in the service of sin,
because they are in the service of -sin,
and because, as the Apostle expressed
it, ‘““His servants you are to whom  you
render service.”—Rom. 6:16.

From this standpoint, with this view
before our minds, how many agents our
great Adversary has who unconsciously
are working for him, working for sin,
working against the Lord, and hence
are the opponents of the few who have
tasted of the grace of God, who have ac-

_cepted the Divine conditions and who

have consecrated themselves to walk in
the footsteps of Jesus. No wonder we
are urged to ‘“watch” as well as to
‘“pray,” to watch against these various
seductive influences of the Adversary,
through the world and its spirit operating
through social, financial and churchianity
channels, to draw us away from that full
consecration to the ILord and to the
Truth to which we have already pledged
our lives.

True, the Lord could answer our pray-
ers by defending us from every adverse
influence, by shielding us from every
temptation by making us immune to all
manner of temptations., But for Him to
do this would be to change kis own plans,
and hence He will not do it. And when
we come to understand what the Divine
plans are, and how the watching and
resistance of sin are a necessity to our
proper development as the Lord’s people,
we will no longer be expecting to be
“carried to the skies on flowery beds of
ease, while others fought to win the
prize and sailed through bloody seas.”

Character Development.

Jehovah’s object in the special call of
the Church during this Gospel Age is the
development of a class of people into the
character-likeness of His dear Son, our
Redeemer. This means a condition of
heart that will be in opposition to sin,
that will have its special delight in op-
posing sin, that would die rather than
vield to sin. We must remember, how-
ever, that we have this treasure of a new
mind in earthen vessels, our mortal
bodies (2 Cor. 4:7); we must remember
that to will is present with us, but that
the performance is another matter.

To will right is of absolute necessity
from the very beginning of our Christian
course. . He who wills adverse to right-
eousness and truth and goodness and the
Lord is not begotten of the Holy Spirit.
Everyone that is begotten again wills to
do right, wills to follow the Lamb whith--
ersoever He goeth. But with all our
willing we have difliculty in performing,
because of the adverse conditions of our
own flesh and because also of the adverse
conditions of the world about us. So,
then, the present life, with its praying
and watching, is the Lord’s time; in it
He tests us respecting our faith and our
obedience to Him and His principles.

If we realize the temptations about us
and have faith we will surely appeal to
the Lord for Iis promised assistance,
We will surely not neglect the throne of
grace., If we do neglect it, it is a sign-
that we are lacking in faith, that we are
in that respect not fit for the Kingdom,
because all who are inheritors of the
Kingdom1 must have faith. ‘“Without
faith it is impossible to please God.” “This
is the victory that overcometh the world,
even your faith.”—Heb. 11:6; 1 John 5:4.

The New Nature's Pickets.

Our obedience, while it cannot be per-
fect because we are still in the flesh, and
because we have only the imperfect mor-
tal bodies through which to act, never-
theless our efforts toward obedience must
fully demonstrate the positiveness of our
will for righteousness, must fully demon-
strate that if we had perfect bodies there
would be no question whatever respecting
the perfection of our word, thought and
deed. The realization, then, of our weak-
nesses and imperfections, and that the
whole world and its spirit are adverse to
the Lord and His Spirit and His Message,
will lead the Lord’s faithful people not
only to appeal to Him, but also to watch
against the snares of the Adversary.

They watch themselves not only by
taking heed to the admonitions of the
Lord’s Word for the resistance of these
temptations, but also they watch their
own weaknesses, failures, shortcomings,
that they may protect themselves along
the lines of their weaknesses——that, as
the Apostle says, they may make straight
paths for their feet, lest that which is
weak or lame be turned out of the way.
They may be overtaken in a fault, be-
cause attacked from some new quarter;
they may discover a weakness in their
own natural make-up of which they had
not previously been aware; but with
these to discover their weakness will
mean not only an appeal to the Lord for
assistance at that point, but also ener-
getic endeavors for defense against the
inroads, the seductions, the snares of the
Adversary.

The point known to be a weak one
should be doubly picketed by the new
mind, lest it should be overtaken una-
wares and should again meet defeat. To
this class of true disciples, watching and
praying, a temporary defeat at some
point does not spell disaster, but rather
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renewed energy and a stronger charac-

ter because of the setting up of defenses
at the point found to be weak. Thus,
throughout life, those who watch and
pray are gradually making stronger
their characters along every line of de-
fense, and in thus building up character
they are demonstrating to the Lord the
transformation of their hearts, their
minds, the sincerity of their vows, and
their loyalty to the principles of right-
eousness set before them in His Word
and in the glorious example of their Re-
deemer and Leader.
The Lord’'s Jewels.

These eventually will constitute the
Lord’s jewels. At the beginning of their
course their hearts were honest and loyal
for righteousness, but character had not
been developed. The trials, the difficul-
ties, the contacts with the world, the
flesh and the Adversary, all developed
character by leading them to exercise
faith, which manifests itself in prayer,
and loyaity to righteousness, which man-
ifests itself in watching against the va-
rious temptations and besetments to
which they are exposed.

The latter part of our text is in full ac-
cord with the foregoing: ‘“The spirit in-
deed is willing, but the flesh is weak.”
This does not apply to the world, but
onlyv to those who have accepted the
Lord and turned their backs on sin.

We must surely expect that from every
standpoint of opposition there will be
more or less seductive allurements on the
part of the flesh seeking gratification.
Our safety is in watching and in praying,
not that- we can hope that by watching
and praying we can fully escape tempta-
tions, but that holding fast to the Lord
and being covered with the mantle of His
love and mercy, these temptations will all
be overruled for our good, developing us
in heart and character in the likeness of
our glorious Master and thus will fit and
prepare us for participation in the First
Resurrection, “His Resurrection.”—Rom.
6:5; Phil. 3:10.

By that glorious change all those who
constitute the very Elect will be made
absolutely perfect, for they will there re-
ceive their perfect or spirit bodies, which
will be in full harmony with the changed
characters already attained by the Lord’'s
grace through obedience to the Word and
the watching and praying whiclk: He di-
rects. For that glorious attainment we
are to strive, and the method is to be
through the watching and praying—the
watching of the Word, the watching of
our hearts, the watching against tempta-
‘tions, the prayer of faith and the exer-
cise of faith in Him who loved us and
bought us with His precious blood.

MEN DARE TO THINK NOW.,
Atlanta Constitution—Editorial.

The former Associate Editor of this
well-known Journal of the South spent
many sleepless nights in worry concern-
ing the “Hell-Fire and Brimstone” theory.
Later he came into possession of ‘“The
Divine Plan of the Ages,” the first of a
series of six volumes of ‘“Studies in the
Secriptures,” by Pastor Russell. After
reading the book a great burden was
lifted from his mind and he then said:

“It is impossible to read this book with-
out loving the writer and pondering his
wonderful solution of the great mysteries
that have troubled us all our lives. There
is hardly a family to be found that has
not lost some loved one who died outside
the Church—outside the plan of salvation,
and, if Calvinism be true, outside of all
hope and inside of eternal torment and
despair. We smother our feelings and
turn away from the horrible picture. We
dare not deny the faith of our fathers,
and yet can it be possible that the good
mother and her wandering child are for-
ever separated?—forever and forever?

More Light the Watchword!

“This wonderful book makes no asser-
t{ions that are not well sustained by the
Scriptures. It is built up stone by stone,
and upon every stone is the text, and it
becomes a pyramid of God’s love, and
mercy, and wisdom. There is nothing in
the Bible that the author denies or doubts,
but there are many texts upon which he
throws a flood of light that dispels many
dark and gloomy forebodings. I see that
editors of leading journals, and many
orthodox ministers of different denomina-~
tions, have indorsed it and have confessed
to this new and comforting light that has
dawned upon the interpretation of God’s
Book. Then let every man read and ponder
and take comfort, for we are all prisoners
of hope. This is an Age of advanced
thought, and more thinking is done than
ever before—men dare to think now.
Light—more light, is the watchword.”

Four Million copies of ‘“The Divine Plan
of the Ages’” have been placed in the
homes of Christian people. The book is
published in fourteen different languages.
Aside from the Bible itself, the demand
for this book has been the greatest of any
ever published. Students of the Bible have
found that “The Divine Plan of the Ages”
is indispensable to their studies. It re~
moves the stumbling stones. The book of
384 pages, neatly bound in imported cloth
and containing an interesting Chart of the
Ages, is published and distributed by the
Bible and Tract Society, No. 17 Hicks St.,
Brooklyn, N. Y., for the nominal sum of
50 cents per volume, any language. This
book has made Pastor Russell famous,
and has made thousands of Bible students
strong in the faith of God’s Word and a
mighty power in the battle for the Truth.

OUR RESPONSIBILITY AS CHRISTIANS

“Am I my brother’s

keeper ’—GENESIS 4:9.

O ONE can dispute that individual-
ism, personal independence, personal
responsibility, have done much for the de-
velopment of our race. The serfdom and
paternalism of the past were unfavorable
to individual thought, responsibility and
action. No wise and good man would
desire to rob his fellows of independence
of mind.
One Extreme, Then the Opposite.

We are in danger, however, of going
to the opposite extreme—in danger of
carrying the subject of personal inde-
pendence too far—in danger of neglect-
ing some who should have assistance—
in danger of thinking of all men as
being not only free but equal. While we
all should have proper freedom of will,
yvet all are more or less handicapped in
the exercise of the will. As St. Paul said,
“We cannot do the things which we
would.” We are slaves of sin and death,
some more and some less. The Prophet
David’s explanation applies to us all,
“I was shapen in iniquity, in sin did my
mother conceive me.”—Psalm 51:5.

It was in view of such inequalities of
the flesh that St. Paul wrote to the
Church, “We that are strong should bear
with the infirmities of the weak, and not
please ourselves” [merely]. (Rom. 15:1.)
This principle, applied by the Apostle to
the Church, would certainly be appropriate
and beneficial in the natural family.
And as our hearts enlarge we should all
come to realize more and more the
oneness, the solidarity of our race—the
entire human family, of which St. Paul
says, “Of one blood God created all men,
to dwell upon the face of the whole
earth.”—Acts 17:26.

“Where Is Thy Brother?”

God’s inquiry of Cain implied Cain’s
responsibility, and teaches us a lesson
respecting our responsibility in God’s
sight for one another. We will begin
with the Church, the highest type of
brotherhood imaginable: We should not
be content to split into sects and parties.
Whatever was the ignorance of the past,
which led to the formation of the various
creeds and denomniinations, there can be
no excuse for these now, because Chris-
tians of all denominations have come to
discredit the old creeds. Should there
not, then, be a movement toward heart
unity and fellowship, outside of denomi-
national and creedal lines, amongst those
who recognize God as Father, the Lord
Jesus Christ as the Redeemer, and the
BIDle &8 tile Dlviine Revelation? s

It is not proper to say as did Cain,
“Am I my brother’s keeper?”’ Every true
Christian should realize that today
Christianity is being assaulted in its own
house and by its professed friends. In
the universities, colleges and seminaries
of all denominations a battle is raging,
which threatens the destruction of our
Christian faith. Possibly a few are blind
to the situation, but the insurgents—the
Higher Critics and Evolutionists—realize
the situation and are craftily saying to
the people, “We are the Watchmen upon
the®walls of Zion! Hearken to our cry:
All is well!” These Higher Critics seem
to have no conscience. They claim that
the people must be gradually, taken by
guile. They encourage them to “sleep,”
while they raise over them the banner of
infidelity called Higher Criticism.

Many who see the killing of this anti-
typical Abel shirk the responsibility by
saying, “Am I my brother’s keeper?” not
realizing that from the Divine standpoint
they have a responsibility toward every
other Christian with whom they are in
contact. They should realize that loyalty
to God means that they ‘should show
forth the praises of Him who hath called
us out of darkness into His marvelous
light.”

In a word, every true Christian who
has made a full consecration of himself
to the Lord, to walk in the footsteps of
the Saviour, should waken to the fact
that we are in a critical time. We are
in the time mentioned by St. Paul, when
“every man’s work shall be tried so as
by fire.” (1 Cor. 3:13.) The testing will
be along the lines both of faith and of
works. Only those holding firmly to
‘“‘the faith once delivered to the saints”
will be able to bring forth such fruits,
such good works, as the testings of this
hour require. This class, awake to their
responsibility toward God and the breth-
ren and the Bible, and full of zeal, there-
fore, will thereby be kept in this “evil
day.” God will bless them in their en-
deavors to glorify Him.

My Brother’s Keeper—Socially.

In the days of slavery and serfdom,
every master, every feudal lord, recog-
nized a responsibility for his servants or
slaves. He was interested in their health
and in their morals, for they were his
property, and any depreciation meant
financial loss to him. Thus selfish inter-
est kept him alive to his responsibility, to
a considerable degree. But now all that
has changed. Serfs and slaves, released
from obligation, are without supervision
and care. The less fit of our race are in
serious danger of being crowded to the
wall. Our lawmakers have recognized
the fact and have thrown around the
weaker sex and children safeguardsin the
laws, protecting them from designing
people who would exploit them for selfish
purposes.

Nevertheless, with all that human law
has yet been able to accomplish, the
danger is increased. As knowledge in-
creases, trusts and combinations selfishly
boost the price of life’s necessities and
luxuries. Those members of our race
less favorably equipped for the battle of
life are seriously disadvantaged, some by
reason of less intellectual powers, others
by reason of unfavorable circumstances
and envirenments.

Under such conditions it is not sur-
prising that all who are able are band-
ing together into unions for their own
protection; nor should it surprise us that
these, also, selfish and hard of heart,
should sometimes be unjust in their de-
mands, and sometimes cruel and ready
to slay their brother who joins them not
in their organization. In their desire to
promote the best interests of their craft
they may, indeed, reasonably exhort fel-
low-craftsmen to support the organiza-
tion, and may show its advantages, but
bevond that they dare not go without
infracting the principles of justice and
bringing Divine condemnation which,
sooner or later, in one way or another,
will surely be meted out.

Seen from this standpoint, unionism
has a responsibility toward brethren not
members of the union—to treat them
justly, kindly, helpfully. And no doubt
this attitude would bring the larger
blessing and truer prosperity.

My Brother’s Keeper—Financially.

Gradually the world is realizing its re-
sponsibility to the weak and incompetent
and aged. The Orphanages, Hospitals,
Homes for the Poor, etc., are all proper
recognitions of the brotherhood of man—
aside from the higher brotherhood in
Christ., We cannot claim that these in-
stitutions are the product of pure benevo-
lence. We must admit that politics has
much to do with them. The desire for
contracts and for labor in connection
with these institutions, has, of course,
much to do with their existence. The
expenditure of such enormous sums as
annually go to these institutions natu-
rally enough draws an army of political
heelers and onlookers.

The Day of Recompense.

The All-Seeing eye of our Creator
keeps watch over the affairs of His
creatures today as it kept watch over
Abel’s interests. God allowed Cain to
have his way; allowed him to kill his
brother; allowed the righteous to suffer:
yot Cain. did not.eseape..but_ was held
accountable for the death of his brother.
God’s sentence upon him separated him
from his brethren until he cried out that
his punishment was greater than he
could bear. And, similarly, we may be

sure that the Cain class of our day will

be held accountable for the wilful slaying
of their brother, especially to the extent
that the brother despised may be a child
of God. As God declared that the blood
of Abel cried to Him from the ground—
cried for justice—so the intimation of the
Scriptures is that all injustice of every
kind, everywhere, will bring a “just rec-
ompense of reward.”

St. James figuratively represents the
laborers, the toilers in the field of labor
today, as crying out to God, and .as being
heard, and its resulting in a great ‘‘time
of trouble,” in which the great, the
mighty and the rich shall weep bitterly.
(Jas. 5:1). As these. are not the union
men, generally, who are crying out at
the present time, we may look more
especially amongst those on the outside;
but the lesson is that those who suffer
oppression will ultimately have Divine
power exercised in their defense and for
their relief. St. James intimates that
this relief will come to this class at the
coming of Messiah, in power and great
glory, for the establishment of His King-
dom of Righteousness in the world. To
those who are the Lord’s people he says,
‘“Have patience, brethren, for the coming
of the Lord draweth nigh.” The Lord
speaks of this “Day of Recompense” as a.
“time of trouble”—of the overthrow of
oppression, the uplifting of the poor and
those that have no helper.—Psalm 72:12.

“The Desire of All Nations Shall Come.”

Those who are entirely satisfied with
present conditions are the comparatively
few who have special advantages. The
masses are discontented—some of them
properly so, and others of them more dis-
contented than is reasonable. All but the
very poorest and worst situated are bet-
ter off today than were their grand-
fathers—yet less contented. . The spirit of
discontent, selfishness and a failure to
note and to enjoy the great blessings
which God has provided so bountifully,
as well as wonderfully, in our day, pre-
vails. - Nevertheless, some have reason
for discontent; and some, looking into
the future, are fearing worse conditions,
as the monopolies have gained a firmer
grip upon all the necessities of life.

Surely their forebodings are not with-
out grounds. TUnless something shall
occur to lift matters out of their present
rut, human intelligence sees, at a not far
distant day, a -new serfdom, with masters
directing all the forces of the world, and
with the common people at their mercy,
glad to have a sufficiency of work and of
wage for life’s necessities.

Long ago we harbored the theory
taught us in our creeds, that mankind is

totally depraved; but surely none are
totally depraved except the idiotic. We
believe that there is an element favorable
to righteousness in every member of our
race, and that sin is largely the result of
unfavorable environments; and that the
majority of mankind would be glad, in-
deed, if some Divine interposition were
to lift them and their affairs out of
present conditions and put them upon a
plane of absolute righteousness, justice,
equity. This, we believe, is the desire of
a large element in every nation, a pre-
dominating class. Such a reign of right-
eousness, justice, equity in the world,
will speedily result from the establish-
ment of Messiah’s Kingdom, for which
we pray, ‘“Thy Kingdom come; Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven,”

Most explicitly do the Scriptures de-
clare this, saying, ‘“The desire of all na-
tions shall come.” (Hag. 2:7.) This dec-
laration is in conjunction with the fore-
telling of the establishment of Messiah’s
Kingdom. The reign of righteousness
which it will inaugurate will be the ideal
of the masses of mankind, although
quite probably the overthrow of Trusts
and Combines will, for a time, not be
viewed sympathetically by the rich, the
wise, the preferred, the favored class,
under present conditions. As it required
time for the slave holders of the past to
become reconciled to loss of their slaves
and to see the righteousness of their
being freed, so it will be with those who
at present are closely identified with
great institutions which are bringing
mankind into slavery. Our Lord sized up
the situation, saying, Blessed are you who
weep and mourn, for you shall be com-
forted. Woe unto those who are full, for
they shall have distress.—Luke 6:21, 25.

The reign of justice and righteousness
will ultimately appeal to all in heart har-
mony with Jehovah, and all who fail to
thus come into heart harmony with Him
will be accounted as unworthy of His gift
of everlasting life; for “¥He who loves not
his brother whom he hath seen, how could
he love God whom he hath not seen?”

The thousand years of Messiah’s reign,
during which His Bride, the Elect
Church, will be associated with Him, will
be quite sufficient for the equalization of
all of life’s affairs for the entire race.
“In His day shall the righteous flourish,”
and not merely the strong. In His day
evil doers and not well doers will be
crushed. It is written of His Kingdom
that it “shall lift up the poor out of the
dunghill, and shall bring down the
mighty from their seats.”

The Disciplines According to Previous
Character-Development.

The whole world of mankind will then
be transferred into the hands of Messiah,
who will take them just as they are.
They will be in various conditions. Some
will be more depraved, others less de-
praved; sonie will be more seared in their
consciences and some less; and these de-
ficiencies of character will depend upon
the way in which each one accepted or
rejected light and opportunity in the
present time. Those who knew not His
will and did it not will receive few
stripes; those who knew His will and
did it not will receive many stripes, be-
cause of previous hardening of character.
Everybody will be required, eventually,
to come up to the full standard of Di-
vine requirements. Those more depraved
will have greater difficulty and those less
depraved will have less difficulty and re-
ceive fewer stripes, in the coming up to
Divine requirements.

Those who most willingly and most
gladly assent to the leveling process, will
most quickly receive the Divine blessing,
and make the most rapid progress along
the Highway of Holiness, back to full
human perfection and eternal life. And
those who now in advance of the estab-
lishment of the Kingdom, love righteous-
ness and hate iniquity, come at present
into favor with the King of kings, and
thus are specially favored with light and
knowledge, and are invited toc become
associates with Messiah in His glorious

Kingdom, which is to effect the long-
promised, great reformation of earth’s
affairs. Let us all take to heart and

apply well this lesson, but especially
those who have heard and who have re-
sponded to the Divine invitation to be-
come heirs of God and joint-heirs with
our Redeemer.

FREE LITERATURE.

Upon postal-card request, addressed
to Bible and Tract Society, Brooklyn,
N. Y., we will send you, free of charge,
papers containing any three or more
of the following interesting topicsi—~
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“The End of the Age”

‘““Thieves in Paradise’

“Christ Our Passover”
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“The Desire of All Nations”

“Sin’s Small Beginnings”

“Paradise Regained”

“The Coming Kingdom"”

*“Sin Atonement’”

“Gathering the Lord's Jewels”

“An Open Letter to an Adventist”

“Refrain thy Voice from Weeping"

“What is the Soul?’

“Do You Believe in the Resurrection?”

“Most Precious Text”

“Our Lord’s Return”

‘“Which Is the True Gospel?”

‘Write your name and address plainly,
S0 you may surely get the papers. Mail
your postal-card today.
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THE NEW DAY ALREADY DAWNING

“A% the name of Jesus every knee shall bow and every tongue confess—to the glory of
God.”—PHILIPPIANS 2:10, 11.

WE CALL attention to the Six Great

Days of a thousand years each,
during which the world is experiencing a
reign of sin and death, sighing and cry-
ing. Physicians physical and moral have
been unable to effect a cure. God Him-
seif alone is able to roll away the curse
which He imposed and to give mankind
instead His blessing.

In the past we have been so intent on
foilowing our own sectarian schemes and
theories that we have neglected the
proper study of the Bible. Indeed,
not until our day has such a study been
possible for the masses. Only now do
they have the Word of God in their pos-~
session in convenient form in every fam-
ily, and only now is education so general
as to permit all to read, all to study, all
to know the good things of the Divine
promises.

The creeds of the “Dark Ages” did
indeed din into our ears the message of
the curse. Yea, they distorted it and
made it a message of eternal torture,
whereas the Scriptures declare that ‘“‘the
wages of sin is death”—not eternal tor-
ment. In our darkness we mistranslated
and misinterpreted God’s Word to our
own confusion, swallowing also some in-
terpolations without proper ‘scrutiny. No
wonder we Wwere nauseated by those
creeds! No wonder the intelligent por-
tien of humanity were in danger of all
being driven into infidelity—away from
God and from His Book, which we mis-
understood and misrepresented!

A New Day Is Dawning.

Bible students are arousing from their
sleep and finding that they have long
suffered from nocturnal hallucinations.
The true message of God's Word is
spreading, and with it goes increase of
faith, together with joy, peace and god-~
liness. B

We have all noted the fact that ours is
the most wonderful day of earth’s his-
tory. Our eyes open widely as we note
the contrast between the blessings which
surround us and those enjoyed by our
fathers. We are surely all amazed at
what we see of progress, invention and
labor-saving machinery, of educational
arrangements, of improvement in the
breeding of cattle, sheep, swine, horses,
poultry, etc.

We are equally astonished at the
brogress made in the culture of fruit and
vegetables. We cogitate further, that
with the progress of invention, the ne-
vessity 0f arduous labor and sweat “of
face for the daily bread will soon be at
an end, and the necessary leisure and
conveniences and comforts which will
permit every man to be a nobleman will
soon be available to all. What do these
things mean? Why have they come sud-
denly upon us in one generation?—yea,
and give no Indication of slackening,
but rather of progressing to still greater
wonders! What is the explanation of
this?

The Bible alone gives the reply to this
query. It explains to us the meaning of
the reign of sin and death which we and
our forefathers have shared. Ii tells us
that our sorrows, aches and pains, weak-
nesses, mental, moral and physical, are
all the results of sin—the sin of Father
Adam entailed upon us by the laws of
heredity for the Six Great Days of a
thousand years each, already past.

Then to our astonishment the Bible
opens the door of the future and bids
us look abroad and see the better Day
which God promises. It explains that He
has been giving us lessons respecting the
exceeding sinfulness of sin, but that all
the while e has sympathized with and
loved His creatures. It tells us that as a
beginning of the Divine intention to roll
away the curse and to give instead Di-
vine blessings, Jesus came into the
world and died for Adam and his race,
‘the Just for the unjust,” to cancel
their judicial obligations-—the death pen-
alty upon them-—and thus to give them
an opportunity in God’s due time to re-
turn to their former estate, all that
Adam lost—to the perfection which was
his when he was in the image of God, to
all that was his in his glorious estate—
Paradise.

When Will the Curse Roll Away?

Chronologically we are already in the
Great Seventh Day or Thousand-Year
Sabbath—we are already thirty-eight
years into the great Seventh Day., This
explains the blessings which are ours
and which are coming to us increasingly.
This progress will continue throughout
the great Thousand-Year Sabbath of
Messiah’s Kingdom. The Bible promises
that it shall bring blessings to every
creature—not only the living, but the
dead, ‘“for all that are in their graves
must hear the voice of the Son of God,
and come forth.” (John 5:28,29.) All
must be given a full opportunity to come
into harmony with the Creator and to
come to perfection and everlasting life.
Only by personal, wilful, intelligent sin
can anyone’s blessings be turned into the
second curse of God, the Second Death,
from Wwhich there will be no redemption.

Incidentally let us note that the coming
of those blessings is, in one sense, pre-
mature, in that they have come to us
before the establishment of the Messianic
Kingdom. Consequently, instead of the

world’s being happier because of these
favors, it is more unhappy, ‘more discon-
tented than ever. The Scriptures show
that the discontent will culminate in a
short, sharp period of terrible anarchy,
from which the world will be rescued by
the establishment of Messiah’s Kingdom.

The permission of the light and bless-
ings of our day, in advance of Messiah’s
Rule, the Creator intends, shall teach
humanity a great lesson respecting their
own fallen condition and respecting their
need of the very help which God is pro-
viding in Christ. None shall have the
opportunity of erroneously supposing that
God’s blessings, coming to the unregen-
erate hearts, will make them thankful
and happy. The new heart is necessary
to real happiness.

We also incidentally see that if God
had sent or permitted the light of our
day with its blessings a thousand years
Sooner, then the discontent of humanity
would have culminated in anarchy a
thousand years sooner—and before the
time Divinely arranged for the establish-
ment of Messiah and His Bride, the
Chureh, in heavenly glory for the ruling,
blessing and uplifting of humanity.

Truth Discerned Aids Faith,

As we gradually come to realize that
we are living in the dawning of the time
for the long-promised blessing, this Sab-
bath Day of earth, when the Curse shall
roll away, it gives us a fresh interest in
all the affairs of the present life, as well
as in those features of the Divine Plan
which are yet future! The knowledge
makes life  worth living. Millions of
people live a treadmill existence, un-
worthy of themselves and Joyless, be-
cause they have not come into the family
of God and not been taught to under-
stand the deep things of His gracious
purposes.

The first step necessary is an acknowl-
edgment of the Creator and a consecra-
tion of life to Him, and then an application
of our hearts to know His will, that we
may do it. One day of such living is worth
more than a year of the aimless meander-
ing common to the masses. All who have
entered into this blessing should rejoice
therein. All who have not, should seek
the Door, Christ, and be glad to walk the
narrow way, following His footsteps into
grace and peace Divine.

Stiff-necked and Stiff-kneed.
We may, indeed, rejoice in the lessen-

ing- of-the sweat or race coming to man-
kind—in the dawning of this New Day.
We may, indeed, rejoice in the greater
spread of knowledge to every class. We
may, indeed, rejoice in the more com-
fortable housing, feeding and clothing of
our race. We may, indeed, praise the
Day which is ushering in these blessings
and which, through irrigation canals and
artesian wells, scientific study and teach-
ers, books and newspapers, is making the
wilderness to blossom as the rose and
many blades of grass to grow where one
alone grew previously, bringing increased
fruitfulness. But still much is to be desired
—much that we cannot accomplish for
ourselves. We need-an outside influence,
an outside power—the very one which
God’'s Word declares is about to take
control—Messiah’s Kingdom.

Our blessings thus far are not draw-
ing the masses nearer to God—not mak-
ing them more thankful, more holy, more
reverential, more loving. On the con-
trary, we are becoming more strifeful,
more self-willed, than any previous gen-
eration—Iless inclined as a world than
ever before to worship and reverence the
God of All Grace—less inclined to believe
that there is such a Being at all. At the
Dpresent rate of growth of irreverence it
would seem as though the time might
soon come when no knee would bow and
no tongue confess to God’s glory.

“As 1 Live, Saith the Lord.”

But here we look to God to see what
provision He has made for present con-
ditions. And as we look, our hearts are
cheered. We have the Divinely solemn
declaration that the full end of the reign
of sin and death is to come. And we
have outlined in God’s Word proofs that
We are now living in the time when that
New Reign of righteousness shall be in-
augurated. We have prayed for it with
more or less of faith all our lives: “Thy
Kingdom come; Thy will be done on
earth, even as it is done in heaven.”

Permit not faith to let go her hold;
the Word of God cannot fail. As He is
bringing to us the temporal blessings
promised in His Word and appropriate to
this time—the New Dispensation—Ilet us
trust Him for every other feature of His
promised blessing. He who has begun
the good work is able to compiete it. If
He has promised, and sworn to this
promise, that all the families of the
earth shall be blessed in Abraham’s Seed,
surely .-we may rely upon it. If we see at
present only the Spiritual Seed of Abra-
ham in full harmony with God through
Christ, and they not glorified, let us wait
patiently for the Lord, knowing that He
will fulfil His promises in due time.

The Church, the Elect, are indeed the
Spiritual Seed of Abraham. This class,
as the Bride of Christ, must be completed
and must be united to their Redeemer
by the First Resurrection change before

they will be qualified to share with Him
the great work of blessing Abraham’s
Natural Seed.—Gal. 3:29.

The completion and glorification of the
Church will mark the time for the es-
tablishment of the Kingdom. Then will
begin the pouring out of the Divine
blessing and the removal of the Curse.
Satan will be bound for a thousand
years. The knowledge of God will grad-
ually fill the whole earth. The Natural
Seed of Abraham will be the first to re-
ceive the Restitution blessings—to re-
turn to the likeness of God in the flesh
and to have returned to them Paradise
conditions and Divine favor. The ancient
saintly ones of the Jewish race, we are
assured, shall be made princes in all the
earth for the correction of their brethren,
Natural Israel, and for the instruction
and assistance, also, of the people of
évery nation, kindred and tongue—the
living and the dead.

Paradise Restored,

Rapidly the knowledge of the glory
of God will fill the whole earth. Cor-
rections in righteousness will be meted
out to all not doing their very best to
come into harmony with the Divine Law.
Blessed rewards of increasing perfection
of mind and body will gradually come to
the willing and obedient in that day.
The wilful evil-doers shall be cut off in
the Second Death. Then as a result,
before the thousand years of Messiah's
Kingdom shall expire, every knee will
bow to the glory of God.

Meantime also the blessings of Para-
dise will be coming to the earth as a
whole. “God will make the place of His
feet glorious.” (Isa. 60:13; 66:1.) Jesus
will see of the travail of His soul and be
satisfied. (Isa. 53:10, 11.) Al those who
have suffered for righteousness’ sake
during the present time of the reign of
sin and death will be more than com-
pensated therefor in the blessings and
joys of the New Dispensation. The
knowledge of the glory of God shall fill
the whole earth. The glorious Divine
character will be made manifest, not
only to angels, but to men. The infini-
tude of God’s Love, Justice, Wisdom and
Power may then be seen by all; whereas
today under the reign of sin and death,
with minds beclouded by the error in-
stilled by the Prince of Darkness, the
opposite condition—darkness—covers the
earth and gross darkness the heathen.

What a glorious consummation is be-
fore us! What lengths and breadths of
human possibility in perfection we see
with the eye of faith! Man was made in
the image of his Creator, and the earth
was provided to be his evérlasting home.
The Curse that has rested unon the sarth
and its king has brought both to angels
and to men valuable lessons, which per-
haps could not have been learned under
any other process of instruction.

The result will be glorious, as de-
scribed by the Master Himself. There
shall be no more sighing, no more Curse
there, nor sorrow, nor pain, nor any
more dying; for all the things of sin and
death will have passed away. He who
sits upon the Throne “will make all
things new.”—Rev. 21:4, 5.

The Prophet Isaiah declares that Je-
hovah will do these things and that
every knee shall bow to Him and every
tongue confess. (Isaiah 45:23.) St. Paul
applies this Scripture and declares that
it will be fulfilled through Jesus, and in-
cidentally it will be fulfilled by the
Church through Jesus. All things are of
the Father and by the Son. The thought,
then, is that the world in acknowledging
Christ and the Church, and bowing to
them, will be bowing to Jehovah, for the
Logos, Jesus, the Redeemer, forever will
be the Representative of the Father and
His Power; hence all men should honor
the Son even as they honor the Father
also—not honor Him as the Father, but
as the Son, the Father’s direct Represen-
tative—Heir of all things.—John 5:23;
Hebrews 1:2.

The Elect Church Already Bows the
K

nee.

The Elect Church of the present time
already bows to Jesus as the Representa-
tive of the Heavenly Father, and already
enjoys a great blessing through this
special relationship into which she has
entered and which is to be completed in
her resurrection change. Jesus, as the
great King of Glory, and His Bride class
as the great Queen of Glory, will be dis-
tinctly separate from the world—sharers
of an altogether different salvation.
These, begotten of the Holy Spirit, are
promised a participation in the Divine
nature, which is far above that of angels,
the Apostle assures us.

For the same reason that the Heaven-
ly Father is invisible to men Christ and
the Church will be invisible, though all-
powerful. The blessings of human Res-
titution that they will bring mankind
will be conveyed through earthly chan-
nels, of whom Abraham, Isaac and Jacob
and all the Prophets and faithful ones of
the past will be the leaders, or Princes,
as God has declared.—Psalm 45:16.
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Little-Known Facts About. Hell,
: By C. J. Woodworth.

The average man believes in hell, but
thinks few people go there and nobody
knows much about it. The Bible is the
only authority on the subject, and no
one can know: anything abeut it, aside
from the Bible. Few know that the Bible
teaches that ten thousand go to hell to
one that stays out.

The population of the earth is 1,600,-
000,000 and the number of adult pro-
fessed Protestant Christians is 16,000,000,
or one in 100. Many of these Christians
are rich, but we read, “A rich man shall
hardly enter into the Kingdom of
heaven.” (Matt. 19:23, 24.) Many are
wise, influential and noble-minded, but
we read, “Not many wise men after the
flesh, not many mighty, not many noble
are called.””—1 Cor. 1:26,

Many believing Christians will be dis-
appointed, for the Lord will say to many
such, “I know you not whence ye are; de-
part from me.” (Luke 13:27.) Many pray-
ing and working Christians will be disap-
pointed, for prophesying, casting out
devils, praying Lord, Lord, and doing many
wonderful works are all insufficient to ob-
tain the reward of heaven.—Matt, 7:21-23.

When we consider Christ’s statement
that unless a man loves Him more than
“father, and mother, and wife, and child-
ren, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and
his own life also, he cannot be my dis-
ciple” (Luke 14:26), and reflect that prob-
ably not one professed Christian in a
hundred has reached either this standard
or the other one which He set in the
same chapter, that ‘“Whosoever he be of
you that forsaketh not all that he hath,
he cannot be My disciple” (Luke 14:33),
it should make us willing to consider
carefully what is to become of the 9,999
out of every 10,000 of earth’s population
that do not meet these conditions.

We all know that ‘““The wicked shall be
turned into hell, and all the nations that
forget God” (Psa. 9:17); but how many
of us know that they will be re-turned
there; that the passage, correctly trans-
lated, reads, ‘“The wicked shall be re-
turned into hell, all the nations that
forget God’—showing that there are na-
tions which go into hell once, come out
of hell, learn of God, forget Him and are
returned there.

We may all know (Judges 11) that
Korah or Core went to hell, but how
many of us know that he was accom-
panied to this place by his house, with
all his household goods, and two other
establishments similarly equipped ?—
Num. 16:32, 33.

We may all know that the Sodomites
wout to-hell " (Geu. 19), but how many
know that they were accompanied by the
city in which they lived and that there
are other cities there?—Matt. 11:23.

We may all suppose that many heathen
warriors of long ago went to hell, but
how many of us know that they took
with them their weapons of war, and
that their swords are there now, under
their heads, with what is left of their
bones?—Izek. 32:27.

‘We may understand that the wealthy go
to hell, but how many of us know that
in the same place are sheep, gray hairs,
worms, dust, trees and water ?—Psa. 49:14;
Gen. 44:31; Job 17:13-16; Ezek. 31:16.

‘We may all know that bad men go to
hell, but how many of us know that the
Ancient Worthies, Jacob and Hezekiah,
fully expected to go there, and that
faithful Job prayed to go there?—Gen,
37:35; sa. 38:10, 18; Job 14:13,

We may all wish to keep out of hell,
but how many of us know that David
said there is not a man that liveth that
shall deliver his soul from its power and
that Solomon says thou goest there, who-
soever thou art?—Psa. 49:10; Ecch 9:10.

We may think that those who g0 to
hell go there to stay forever, but how
many of us know that Samuel said, “The
Lord killeth and maketh alive; He bring-
eth down to hell and bringeth up”’ out of
hell, and that David said God has the
same power to aid those in hell that He
has to bless those in heaven?—1 Sam.
2:6; Psa. 139:8.

We may think that those who go into
hell never come out, and that there is
no record that any have come out, yet
there are at least two persons in history
who have been in hell and come out of
hell. Ome is Jonah, who prayed in hell
and was delivered from hell (Jonah 2:2),
and the other is Christ, whose soul went
to hell, but “His soul was not left in
hell,” for God raised him up out of it.
(Acts 2:31.) And when Christ came out
of hell He brought with Him “The keys of
hell” and now has the power and the
right to let all its captives free.—Rev. 1:18.

We may suppose that hell is to last
forever, but the Frophet speaks of its
coming destruction, and John the Reve-
lator says that it is to be made to “de-
liver up the dead” which are in it, and it,
itself, is to be destroyed.—Hosea 13:14;
Rev. 20:13.

The last passage cited affords the ex-
planation of the whole subject, for in
the margin opposite Rev. 20:13 the trans-
lators have explained that the word
“hell” means ‘‘grave.” Reversely, in the
margin opposite 1 Cor. 15:55, the trans-
lators have explained that “grave’” means
“hell.” The terms are interchangeable
and the meaning is the same. In every
place in this article in which the citations
appear in black type, the translators
have rendered Sheol or Hades by “grave”
or “pit” instead of ‘“hell.”
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