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OUR INFLUENCE
Why has Christian inﬂuence so little eﬀect upon the unconverted? Can it be for want of knowledge
of Christian duties, or why is it such a barren and fruitless thing to be a Christian? Truly we need
not expect that the whole world will be converted because they see beauty in the confession of
Christians, for Christ himself has said, “If they will not hear my words, they will not hear you.” Yet
the Spirit of God is fruitful, and will multiply when it has free access into the hearts of his Spiritborn people.
There is, indeed, a great fault in Christian professors in our day. The motive is not pure. Either
from love of the world, or from lack of true repentance, the heart is not wholly given to God, and
for this reason God cannot use it for his purpose, namely, for his temple; therefore old things
remain, and the creature is not renewed in spirit and mind, and knows not how to adorn his
profession, and remains only a stumbling block in the eyes of the world, because he professes to
have the spirit of God, and has it not, or walks not according to it. Oh, Christians! let us be careful
how we profess Christ, lest not only the sin of hypocrisy be required at our hands, but also the
blood of our fellow creatures, who turn away from Christians, and say there is no reality in religion.
It is truly good to be a Christian, to enjoy the Spirit of God, the love of Christ, and the many
blessings that are manifested through the Spirit as well as the promised glory and
blessings.—Selected.
====================
— October, 1883 —
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